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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In offering this volame to the notice of the Public^ 
but more especially of the inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood of Reading, it has been the wish 
of the publisher to sapply in a compendioiis and 
cheap form the means of acqoiring such on acquain- 
tance with the history, state^ and valuable institutions 
of this ancient boroug^h, as could not otherwi3e be 
obtained but with considerable labor or expence. 

The compiler has of course been much indebted to 
the standard works of Messrs. Coates and Mann^ 
and it is hoped that he has not altogether failed of 
success in his endeavors, with their aid, and that of 
information derived froqi oth^r equally respectable 
sources, to produce in "a condensed and portable 
volume the more interesting facts and narratives of 
our local history^ continued to the pi-esent time. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IV. 

The publisher has further to acknowledge the 
friendly advice and assistance of a gentleman who 
has had considerable practice in historical and topo- 
graphical researches ; and should the present volume 
meet with the encouragement which he ventures to 
anticipate for it^ it is his intention^ with the asssistance 
which he has been encouraged to expect from that 
gentleman^ to publish a series of Views of the town 
and neighbourhood^ together with some plates of 
antiquities. These it will be practicable either to bind 
up with the present Volume, or separate, as the 
respective purchasers may judge most expedient. 



7, High-street, 1835. 
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HISTORY OF READING. 



Although the historian or the antiquary has not de- 
duced the origin of the town of Reading from our British 
Ancestors — or traced its foundation to the period when 
the armies of "immortal Rome" colonized the coun- 
try, ic is by no means improbable but that the Britons 
first fixed here their congregated huts, or that the 
then masters of the ancient world made it one of their 
numerous stations.* It is true, there are no remains 
of British roads in Reading or in its immediate vi- 
cinity, nor have any of the relics of Roman grandeur « 
voluptuousness, or gratitude, — their villas, their hy- 
pocausts, or their votive altars, — been discovered 
here ; but the beauty and peculiarity of the situation 
•—a gently rising and commanding eminence, its foot 
watered by the confluence of two rivers,— are al- 
most sufficient in themselves to sanction a belief, that 
80 desirable a spot would readily be fixed upon for a 
town or station. Indeed, the purely British deriva- 
tion of the word "Reading," would serve to confirm 
the hypothesis that it was founded by the original in- 
habitants of Albion. 

From the termination ing', (a meadow) it has been 
conjectured that the name is Saxon ; and Mr. Man- 
ning, in his Saxon Dictionary, supposes the first syl- 
lable tQ be Red, or Rea, (an overflowing) — thus mak- 

* Leiand supposes the present site of Reading to have 
been the Pontes of the " Itinerary." 

B 
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'J BISTORY OF READING. 

in(f tlie entire word to signify the meeting of waters 
in a meadow. It must be confessed that this or any 
other attempt to discover the true etymology of 
"Reading," may be mere matter of speculation ; but 
our opinion is — as we have just now stated — that the 
present word is a mere mutation from the ancient 
British appellation : namely, Hhpfi, a ford ; and h^n, 
old — the M-fttrd-^ and which wSl describes the loca- 
tion of the place to the Thames and the Kennet. 

But whatever may havebeen the origin of the town, 
it is quite certain that Reading was a place of consi- 
derable importance in the Saxon era. We first hear 
of it in the year ^71^ when the Danes, under the or- 
ders of Hinguar and Hubba» ravaged all the sbuthem 
districts of England, and at last possessed themselves 
of the town and castle. Detachments of those feroci- 
ous marauders, carried devastation into the surround- 
ing neighbourhood ; and >n order to strengthen a po- 
sition naturally commanding and important, they 
threw up strong entrenchments, between thelliames 
and the Kennet, remains of which, it is asserted,* 
were to be traced near Catsgrove-hiH. In order to 
check the progress of the invaders, Ethelwulph, then 
Earl of Berkshire, hastily assembled together a power- 
ful force, and gave battle to them in the marshes of 
Englefield, cut to pieces and scattered them in every 
direction ^ and four days afterwards, being joined hj 
King Ethelred, and his brother, the illustrious Alfred, 
drove the enemy within their fortifications at Read- 
ing, llie besieged at last made a desperate sortie, 
overthrew the Saxon n»onarch, and maintained undis- 
puted possession of the town throughout the summer 
months, when tlkey retreated to London. Brompton 
says, that Ethelred fell in the battle at Englefield, but 
his statement is not confirmed by the older historians ; 
all we know is, that he was buried at Winbom, in 
Dorsetshire. In 1006 Sweyn, the Danish Kin|^, landed 
an army, and advancing fi>om the Hampshire coast, 
into Berkshire, Imrnt Reading, Cholsey, an<| Wal- 
lingford. 

• Dr. Stakeley. 
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HISTORY or RSADtNG. 3 

From this period, till the Norroao invasion^ the his- 
tory of the town is buried in ob&curity and silence. In 
the record of Domesday/ occurs the following de- 
scription of Reading : 

''The King holds in demesne Redinges. King Edward 
held in Redingei the hundred. Then and now it defends 
itself for 43 hides. The arable land is of 40 camcates. One 
is in demesnes, and 55 villeins, and .30 bordars, with 55 
ploughs. There are four mills of S5s, and tiiree fisheries of 
14«. and 6d, and 150 acres of meadow. The wood can feed 
100 hogs, the feed of which is worth \6s. 6(1, In the time 
of King Edward and afterwards, it was worth 40/. now 48/. 
Tlie King has in the burgh of Redinges 28 hagas (houses) 

Sying4/«4«. for all customs ; but he who holdtf it pays 100«. 
enry de Fereres has there one faaga and half a virgate of 
land, in which are four acres of meadow, worth 6», Go-* 
deric, the Sheriff, held this land for the purpose of making 
it inhabited. For the same purpose Henry holds it. Rein- 
baldus, son of Peter the Bishop, held one liaga there, which 
he annexed to Erleif (Erleigb,) his own manor. Now it is 
in the King's hands." 

Such was the state of Reading in the reign of Wil- 
liam I. but from that time till the accession of Henry 
I. it would seem to have sunk into -insignificance, for 
it is not even named in the old Chronicles. An event, 
however, now occurred, from which the growth of 

* The grand Survey of England is supposed to have been 
so called, from its having been deposited in a chapel at Win- 
chester, called Domut Dei; so says Bakbr.— With respect 
to tlie title of ** Conqueror,'* generally given to William I. 
a new'* opinion" has of late years been given, which might 
have originated from a special pleader : The term Conqui' 
tUor, or Conquastor, merely denoted that he was the first of 
the family who acquired the CroWn of England, and from 
whom, therefore, all future claims by descent must be de- 
rived. The first purchaser (Perquisitor, Conquisitor, or 
Conqusstor) was he who first acquired an estate to his fa- 
mily by sale, gift, or any other method but descent ; but 
^rom our disuse of the word in its feudal sense, together 
with the reflection on William's forcible method of acquisi- 
tion, we have been. led to annex the idea of " victory " to 
the term Conqtue^ior, which ban thus been corrupted into 
*• Conqueror." 

t Erleifl^-Regis, or Whiteknights ? 

B 2 
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4 BISTORT OF READING. 

its prosperity may be dated — ^we allude to the foun- 
dation of the Abbey of Reading', by the King, in 1 121.* 

* Reading is thus described by the venerable Camden, ia 
his Britannia f edit. 1610, translated by Holland : " Reading 
ezcelleth at this day all other townes of tbis shire in faire 
streets, and goodly houses : for wealth also of the tovrns- 
men and their name in making of cloth, although it hath 
lost the greatest ornaments it had, to wit, a beautiful Church 
and a most ancient Castle. But King Henrie the Second so 
rased it (becaase it was a place of refage for King Stephen's 
followers) that nothing now remaineth of it but the bare 
name in the next street. Nigh whereunto. King Henrie the 
First having plucked down a little Nunnerie that Queene 
Alfrith had founded in former times, to make satisfaction 
for her wicked deeds, built for Monks a stately and sump- 
teoQS Abbay, and enriched it with great reuenewes. Which 
Prince, to speake out of his very Charter of the foundation, 
because three Abbales in the Realme of England were in 
old time for their sin neit destroied, to wit, Reading, Chelseie, 
and Leon minster, which a long time were held in lay mens 
hands,: by the advice of the Bishops, built a new monasterie 
of Reading and gave unto it Reading, Chelseie, and Leon- 
minster. In tbis Abbay was the founder himself. King 
Henrie, buried with his wife both vealed and crowned, for 
that shee had been a Queene, and a professed Nnnne, and 
with them their daughter Mawde, as witnesseth the private 
Historie of this place, although some report, that shee was 
enterred at Bece in Normaadie. This Mawde as well as 
that Lacedemonian Ladle Lampido, whom Plinie maketh 
mention of, was a Kings daughter, a Kings wife, and a 
Kings mother ; that is to say, daughter of this Henrie the 
First, King of England, wife of Henrie the Fourth, Erope- 
rour of Almaine, and mother to Henrie the Second, King 
of England. Concerning which matter have you here a dis- 
tichion engraven on her tombe, and the same verily in my 
judgment conceiueU in some gracious aspect of the Muses. 

Magna ortu, maior-qae vlro, sed maxima partu. 
Hie iacet Henrici filia, sponna, parens. 

The danahter, wife, the mother eke» of Heorie, lieth heere ; 
Much blest by birtb, by marriage more, but most by issoc deere. 

Let us returne againe from persons to places. Tbis Monas- 
tery wherein tbat noble King Henry the First was buried, is 
aow converted to be the Kings bouse, which hath adioining 
unto it a very goodly stable, stored to the full with Prince 
like and most generous steeds* But as touching this place^ 
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BISTORT or RiSADINO. 5 

It must be understood, .liowever, that from a very 
early period, Reading had been distin^ished by a 
religious house of considerable celebrity — but whe- 
ther it was a nunnery or a monastery, cannot now be 
ascertained. The probability is, that it was destroyed 
during the irruption of the Danes, and that the new 
Abbey rose, in all its architectural and ascetic gran- 
deur, on its site, and where its massive relics bow 
stand in the solitude and solemnity of decay and ruin. 
The endowment of the new Abbey accorded with the 
religious munificence of the day: Henry not only 
annexed to it the lands of the ancient Abbeys of 
Oholsey, and Leominster, in Herefordshire, but vested 
in the Monks the proprietary of the town of Reading 
itself, moreover addin|' to the authority of the Abbot 
the regal right of coimng money. The h'atemity had 
freedom from all customs, tolls, and contributions, 
throughout England and the sea-ports — the hundred 
courts were vested with soc and sac, toll and theamy 
xnfangiheof, and hamsockna — all tolls due to lords of 
a manor, and the privilege of trying thieves and house- 
breakers within the Abbey terntofy, &c. with judicial 
power, as ample as was enjoyed in the Royal Courts : 
if the Abbot should delay justice, the King was to 
interfere, but not so as to infringe on the liberties of 
the church of Reading. Although some of these exten- 
sive rights became passive in the tumultuous times of 
Stephen and Henry 11. they were fully restored by 

listen also to the Poet describing the Tames as he passeth 

heereby. 
From hence he Illtle Chatrsey seetb, and hastneth for to see 
Faire Reading town, a place of name, where Cloth's y woven be. 
This shewes our Alfreds victorle, what time BegsCteg was slaioe ; 
With other Danes, whose carcasses lay trampled on the plalne i 
And how the fields y drenched with blond upon them shed ; 
Where as the Prince In Stable now hath standing many a stede 
Of noblest kind, that neigh and snort Into the aire a loud. 
Tracing the ring and keeping pace that stately Is and prowd, 
Whiles they desire to learne withal in our warres for to serve. 
But where (alas) is piety ? Such cursed deeds deserve 
Purged to be by sacrifice. A King of Normans race 
Henry the first, enterred heere, now turn*d out of his place. 
An out cast lies dishonoured. Who seekes his lombe shall nisse : 
For Covetise envied that King the small mould which was his. ' 
See see, hoir Friaccs mouuments It ransacks where it is. 
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6 HISTORY OF READING. 

John, in the 12th year of his reign. The King's jus- 
tices itinerant sat in the Abbot's own court, his se- 
neschal or steward associating with them on the bench. 
This judicial power of the Lord Abbot did not sleep : 
it is on record, that William Bren, who had been de- 
tected hunting in Windsor Forest, fled to Reading, 
where he was imprisoned by the Abbot, who refused 
to surrender him to Weaker de Pickford, Constable of 
Windsor Caslle; and this apparent contumacy was 
actxudly sanctioned by a precept from Edward I. dated 
at Carnarvon, in the 11th of his reign.— It was di- 
rected that, on the death of an Abbot, the possession 
of the monastery, with its privilege>), should bei vested 
in the Prior and Monks of the capitular body ; the 
Abbot was to possess no exclusive revenue, but to 
enjoy, in common with his brethren, the abundant 
income of the establishment ; he was not to waste the 
alms of the monastery on lay relations, but distribute 
them in relieving the poor, and affording to strangers 
the rights of hospitalitv. ^Ithough Henry hud, by a 
royal edict, abolished the privilege which Abbots had 
assumed of conferring the honor of knighthood, he 
rcservetl, by an especial provision, that right to the 
Abbot of Heading, provided that the solemnity was 
performed by him in his clerical habit — an exception 
just as silly as the privilege itself was anomalous.* 
Another charter soon after followed, exempting the 
convent from finding ship-money, erecting bridges, 
building castles, and all kinds of public service. Nfone 

* This and the three preceding centuries the church, pro- 
perly called militant, was in its glory ; and the power as- 
sumed by ecclesiastics, was not at all peculiar to England. 
When Paris tras besieged by the Normans in 885, Goslin, 
then Bishop, assuYncd the helmet and battle-axe, and fought 
manfully on the ramparts. A hundred years afterwards, 
Bishops and Abbots took the sword, and we find that 
the Abbot of Verdun obtained permission at Cologne, in 
. 988, to go without his sword.— At the battle of Bovines, in 
1214, a Bishop of Beauvais used an iron mace, observing 
that it would be irregular in him to shed human blood : 
sqfoe of his descendents of the priesthood have thought 
differently. 
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HISTORY OF B&ADINO* 7 

of tlie King's officers ivcre allowed to trespass inth^ 
Al)bot's woods, and the Mouks were to have the dame 
liberty in their woods as the Kinj^ hud iu his own. By 
■a thiril charter, the King conceded to tlie Abbey the 

Srivilege of a fair on SSt. Lawrence's D.iy, and three 
ays afterwards, ordering that no one should be dis- 
tarbcd in coming' to or going from it, under the 
penalty of 10/. llic King gave to the Abl>ey the 
churches of Thatcham, and Wargrave, andwiib a con- 
firmation of tiie irianor of Huuborongh, in 0.\ford-p 
shire; with a confirmation of themanorof Rockingtnn, 
or Rowington, in Warwicksihire ; a hide and a half 
of land in rlouglUon, Ur(h ; the church of Wychebury^ 
Wills ; and hinds at Hunvnton, Hants, and the estate 
of Robert de Ferraro, in Heading. Amongst the be- 
nefactoi's to the new foundation were the following : • 

Adeliza, Qnee*^ of IJcnry I. subsequently married to 
William de AlUini, Eiirl of Amndol — gave the manor 
of Aston, Herts ; with the laud of Reginald, the Fo- 
rester, at Stanton Harcourt, Oxfordshire, together 
with the patronage and revenues of the church, 
which were to supply the expense of a lamp to burn 
continually before ihe pix, and the tomb of the 
founder. On the death of the Earl, her husband, 
Adeliza further endowed the Abbey with the ehurch 
and revenues of Berkelcy^harness, Gloucestershire, 
with the prebendd tliereof ; the prebends of two 
manors, and the churches of Cheam, Eslingham, 
Wotton, Bcvcrstan, and Ahnodesbury; and l6t)«. to 
be paid unnuuUy ou Christ mas-Day, from a hiihe, 
or wharf, iu London, lier property, towai'ds cele- 
brating the founder's annivcrbary. 

The Empress Alatilda, daughter of the illustrious 
founder, vc-lcd the Abbey with the manor of Blew- 
bury, &c. with llie tenants in servile tenure. — She 
also* gave to the brotherhood the manor of East 
Ilen(&ed, the lands of IIerI>ert Fitz Fulcherius, in 
JVJarlborou<>b ; the lauds of Gcoftrev Purcell, in 
Windsor and Cateshell ; the manor o/Bromesiield, 
and confirmation of the churches of Berkeley-har- 
ness, Stanlin^ and Thatcham>. 
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8 HISTORY OF RKADING, 

David, King of Scotland, the manor of Rindal^09, 
reserving^ to himself the right of thereafter founding 
a convent at Rindalgros. 

King Stephen — various confirmations of the gifts of 

* his predecessors ; lands in Wigstan, held by William 
the King's Almoner, a Monk at Reading ; houses 
and lands in Cambridge and Southampton ; reserv- 
ing to the crown a rent-charge of 100^. from East 
Hendred. 

Henry II. confirmed all the preceding grants, with 
Careswell, in Burghfield, by Almericus Fitz Ralph ; 
the manor of Streatley, by William de Mandeville. 
He also gave the Abbot license to inclose a park, in 
a place called Cumba, for sick persons, whether 
Monks or strangers ; and further confirmed the sale 
of lands at Whitley, by Peter de Cosham (Caver^ 
sham?) for 80/. and a bezant of gold annually. 
Moreover, he granted the Abbey charters for an- 
nual fairs at Reading on St. James's Day, and the 
three days following ; confirming also the right of 
a Sunday market at Thatcham, commanding the 
inhabitants of the county to attend it, and for- 
bidding the men of Newbury to do them injury.* 
The King granted forty marks annually from the 
manor of Hoo ; and license for the Monks to im- 
port foreign goods free of duty. 

Richard I. confirmed former grants; and the land 
given by William Earl of Sussex, at Quidenham, 
Norfolk, and that by William Earl Ferrars in Stam- 
ford ; by Henry Fitz Gerald in Sawbridgeworth ; 
by Michael de Basseville in Lechebroc ; by Ralph 
de Offinton (Uffington?); Englefield church with 
its appendages, &c. 

King John gave a mark of gold to cover the hand of 
St. James, and also gave the head of St. Philip the 
Apostle. — ^How or where these reliques were ob- 
tained does not appear ; but it is pretty certain that 

* We may infer from this circumstance, that the grants 
and privileges made to the Abbey of Reading, were not be* 
held with a favorable eye by the neighbourhood. 
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HISTORY OF RSIDINO. V 

tliree or four heads of the same Baint were enume- 
rated in the catalogues of effects given in by the 
commissioners at the period of the dissolution ; and 
an ancient author adds, there were found in dif- 
ferent Abbeys enough of pieces of the " true cros^' 
to build a ship of war. 

Henry III. was particularly partial to Reading, where 
a great number of his patents were dated. 'He also 
added largely to the revenues of the monastery : 
Ann. reg. 37, the Abbey being much in debt, he 
issued precepts to all knights and freemen liolding 
lands under the monastery, to afford assistance in 
liquidating such debts, by contribution. He granted 
the Monks free-warren on all their estates, with 
exemption of " lawing'* of all dogs belonging to 
them within the Royal Forests ; and also exempted 
certain of their lands from the operation of the 
forest laws. In the 26th year of his reign, the King 
acknowledged the receipt of 100 marks from the 
Abbey. 

Edward II. after confirming charters, and granting 
a new one of great power, further confirmed the 
Abbot's right to hold 40 acres of land in the New 
Foret^t, at 40s. per annum rent, to be paid to Queen 
Eleanor ; that Queen, to whom the New Forest had 
been granted, granting permission that all the Ab- 
bot's cattle should be free from pannage and herb- 
age, throughout the year. 

Edward III. restored to the Abbey the privilege of 
coining money, which had been suspended in the 

S receding reign ; and ordered that no officer of the 
Ing should execute any writ in Reading $ and that 
the Monks should enjoy all privileges of waifs, &c. 
goods of felons, &c. m the fullest extent. Although 
this monarch was so bountiful in his grants to the 
Abbey, it appears that in the 12th year of his reign 
he borrowed from it jewels valued at 224/. 9^. and 
«nd in his 20th year 100/. 
Richard II. confirmed all former privileges, provided 
that the Abbot repaired the tomb and statue of the 
Boyal Founder. 
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We bave tlius particularized some of tbe royal and 
other donations made to the Abbe^ of Reading ; but 
the other detailed features of its history — ^its growth, 
decline^ and dissolution — will be found in subsequent 

In 1125, the Abbey was finished, and it is in this 
year that the first charter bears date, which states, 
that the Abbeys of Readinsf, Cholsey, and Leominster, 
having been destroyed for their sins,* and their estates 
fallen into lay hanus, the Kinfr> with the advice of his 

6 relates and others, had built a new monastery at 
.eadinff, and endowed it with the former possessions 
of Reading, Cholsey, and Leominster. Ten years 
aftenvardd, the King died near Rouen, where his heart 
was deposited, but the body was brought to Reading 
Abbey, and there interred with great solemnity.f In 

* Tliis passajfe afTords proof that (here had prerioasly 
been a monastic fonndation in Reading ; which, in all pro- 
bability, was destroyed during one of tlie inroads of tbe 
Danes. 

t Part of a coffin is preserved in the i>choo1 established 
among the ruins of the Abbey, ami is shown as that in 
which the remains of the Royal Fonnder were inclosed : but 
this is more than doubtful. — Ttie late Archdeacon Nares, 
however, was of a different opinion^ aud as he has put that 
opioion on rrcm*d, we subjoin it :— 

** Observarlons on th« Discovery of part of n Sareophagnt, at Read- 
ing Abbey, in BerlrsMre} anppose«l to have contained the Remainaof 
King Henry I. Communicated to the Society of Antiquaries, in a 
letter from the Rev. Robert Njirea, B. 1)., F. R. 8. nnd S. A. to Henry 
Ellitt, Esq. P.R.8., Seeretury. Read before the Society, Feb. Id, 
181S. From the Arcbaeologia, vol. xviii. 

'* Sib,— It appears from Sandford's Genealogical History, that, at 
tbe suppression of the Religious Houses, under Henry VIII, tbe 
rage of Reformation went so far as to destroy even tbe tombs and 
monuments of the founders. This be particularly specifies to have 
been the case with the tomb of Henry I. the Fonnder of Reading 
Abbey, whose bones, he says, * Could not enjoy repose tn bis grave, 
«-but were thrown tmt, to make room for a stable of horses.* p. 2ft. 
Accident having lately brought to light what appears to be part of 
the wreck of that very tomb, I have thought that a short account of 
It might be acceptable to tbe Society of Antiquarians. 

*' On the 24th of November, 181A, In digging for some dry earth 
or gravel, to aiislst in making a footway to our National Schools, 
there was found, not three feet below llie surface, a large fragment 
of a stone Sarcnphaxus, or rather Coffin ; since It had the form of 
the modern Coffin, not of the antique Sarcophagus. Tbe p.-^rt found 
coDslstcd only of the bottom of tbe Coffin, aad that broken ; but anly 
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1 140, Kinj^ Stephen passed through Reading, with a 
powerful army, on his way to the unsuccessful siege 

into two largrc fVngineBts. Of th« npHght tldea and ends nothing 
remained, but m mucb as was Included within the thickncaa of tho 
the bottom. From this small specimen, however, It appears, that 
the whole had been eleirantiy carved ; for it exhibits the.bsses, and 
the bottoms of the shafts, of a complete row of small colamna, or 
rather half columns, which evidently sarrounded the whole ColHn. 
The furms of the columns have been fancifully varied, being i^ter* 
nately semi -circular and semi-hexagonal. 

** 1 be whole lens^tb of the Sarcophagus Is seven feet, by two fc«l 
ate Inches at the bead, but gradually contracted to two feet at th« 
amaller end. The thicknefis of the stone Is seven inches and a half. 
The columns have been fifty lu number i namely, eighteen on each 
aide ; at tli« broad end eight, and at the narrower aix. Six very 
atrong Iron ringa had been let into the anbstance of the atone, and 
aoldervd in with lead : namely, two on each side, and one at each 
end. at regular distances. 

" It U difficult to imagine for what pnrpoae theae rings could bt 
Intended, except for that of letting down the coffin, with all Its con- 
tents Into a vault. In a vault however it was not found, nor could 
•ny more fragments of the coffin be discovered near It . The proba- 
bility ia, that all the vaults have been long ago filled up, by the fall 
of the ruins, and the accumnlatton of rubbish. 

*' The place where the coffin was found must have been near tba 
centre of the Choir, In the Abbey Church, bnt It had probably been 
removed from Its original situation, broken, and left upon the snr- 
face ; the small quantity of earth found above it, being evidently 
anch as had been gradually accumulated on the apot. No bones 
were near it. 

** The reasons for conjecturing that it may have been a part of the 
coffin of Henry I. are chiefly founded on the curloua workmanablf 
which had been bestowed npon It; a decoration not likely to hava 
been given to any thing less Important than a Royal Coffin, whep 
destined to be buried in a vault. Its mutllate<l state attests the vio- 
lence of the destroyers, which standa upun historical testimony } and 
It might perhaps, not unfairly, be urged, that the small columns, aa 
ihey evidently belong not to any style of Gothic design, were proba- 
bly of the earUer kind, which has been termed 8axon. The baaea 
atand so close together, that the columns were probably made to 
aupport a set of small. Interlaced, aeml-clrcnlar arches, reating on 
the alternate capitals, according to n ordinary atyle of decoration la 
use at that period. 

** A leaden coffin was found in the ruins, in the year 1785 ; which 
was rather hastily attempted (by a person who had not seen It) to be 
considered as belonging to the founder : but the suggestion was vic- 
toriously refuted, ahfiost immediately after.* Whether my conjec- 
ture may be liable or not to the same fate, I cannot pretend tossy i 
but having stated my reasons, if they can be fairly refuted, I shall 
make no attempt to defend tliem. 

** The fragment is now deposited in the National School for boys, 
within the ruins, and may be inspected at any time, by applying to 
the Uaater. ** I am. Sir, 

" Your obedleDt humble Servant, 
** St. Mary«8, Reading, ** Robbbt Narks.*' 

Feb. 10, 1916.*' 

*• « See Gent. Mag. Dec. 1785.** 
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of Wallinjrford Castle '; and the following year^ the 
Empress Matilda honored the town with her presence 
durinjc rogation week. She was received with great 
formality ; and it was here that she gave an interview 
to Robert D'Oiley, who consented to deliver up to 
her the Castle of Oxford. According to Stow, she 
conferred on Robert de Sigello, a Monk of Reading, 
the Bishopric of London. In 1156, William, the eldest 
son of Henry II. was buried in the Abbey Church : 
the year 1163 was rendered somewhat remarkable in 
the annals of Reading, and afforded a striking in- 
stance of the barbarism of the age, by the " Appeal 
of Battle" between Robert de Montfort and Henry 
de Essex. — ^It originated in the Welsh wars, and is 
adverted to by Baker, and other of our old historians. 
It appears that, in 1157, during a conflict in the 
Marches of the Principality, several of the King's chief 
nobility were cut off by an ambuscade, together with 
a great number of men at arms and private soldiers. 
Tliose who fled spread abroad a rumour that the King 
was either taken or killed. A general panic prevailed 
— ^the remainder of the army was thrown into disorder 
—and Essex, who was the hereditary bearer of the 
royal standard, threw it away, and trusted to the speed 
of his horse for his personal safety. It was not likely 
that, in those chivalric days, such an apparent act of 
pusillanimity and cowardice would pass unnoticed or 
unpunished. Robert de Montfort denounced him as 
a traitor ; and Essex met the charge by the scarcely 
palliative assertion, that at the time ne really be- 
lieved the King had fallen — and it would seem that in 
all probability such would have been the fact, had 
not Roger Earl of Clare rallied a powerful division of 
the troops, and by again displaying the banner of his 
Sovereign, preserved the disheartened residue of the 
army. Montfort's appeal was heard by the King, and 
a royal mandate was issued for the knightly com- 
batants to meet on an island, near Reading Abbey,* 

* The last appeal of the ancient law of battle was in 1818, 
in the case Ashford v. Thornton— bat it was not brought 
to issue—- and Thornton^ the murderer^ ended his days in 
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oa the 8th of April. This was, no doubt, considered 
an event of no ordinary importance, for the King 

tbftt last place of refuge to depravity, the United States of 
America.— Several cases of judicial combat are on record : 
in 1279, Alan, Baron de la Zoache, marrying' one of the 
co-heiresses of Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winchester, ac- 
quired a great estate in Lcicesteshire, in right of bis wife ; 
but having some claims on John Earl of Warren, who was 
for fighting the affair to its termination, instead of trying 
It by civil law, the parties met in Westminster Hall, and 
the Baron was killed. — See OtmgA's Camden, vol. 2, psge 
czciv.— >*' In 1445 (says Grafton) an Armorer's servaant of 
London, appeled his master of treason, which offered to be 
tried by battaill. At the day assigned the f rends of the master 
brought to him malmesye and aqaavite to comforte bioi 
withal, but it was the cau^e of his and their discomfort ; 
for he poured in so much, that when he came into the place 
at Smithfielde, where he should fight, both bis witte and 
. strength fayled him ; and so bee, being a tall and bardie 
personage, onerladed with hotte drinkes, was vanquished 
of his sevraunt, being but a cowarde and a wretch, whose 
body was drawen to Tiborne, and there hanged and «be- 
bedded." This incident was dramatised by Shakspeare; 
in Hen. VI. part 11. act 2, scene 111.— The judicial docu- 
ments in this case are still extant, among the Cott. MS5. 
and it would seem from the annexed warrant, that the 
Crown provided armourj as well as " intendontSj'* or 
umpires : 

**B7 THB KiNO.— Bevcrend Fader io God, ryfbte trusty and 
well -beloved, forasmocheaa John Davy hatb nowe late appelled 
before the Constable and Ifarsbal of this our Reaume of England 
William Catour, of London* armourer,- of tralsou ymagined, and 
doon by bym agenst our persone, for which eaose the said Constable 
and Marshal have by assent of bothe parties assigned a day of bat- 
taiUe onto them, as la we wol : We therefore wol and charge vou, 
that under our prWie seel, being in yor warde, ye do make our rrea 
of warrant, in deue forme,, directed unto oure wel beloved Squler, 
John Stanley, Sergeant of oar Armoury, charging hyn to do, malce« 
and ordeigne. In al goodly haste, good and souffisant armnre for the 
•aid appelland, and al order farneys and wapen necessary untohym in 
that behalve— And over this, we wol, that under oure seld p*ve Beel» 
ye do make oqre order Tree 8eve'Ue8,ln deue forme,d1rected onto 
Sir John Stewart, Sir John Astley, knights j Sdmond Hampden and 
Thomas Montgomery, squires ; and to Thomas Parker, armourer, to 
be Intendante and of counsel with the said appelland, and semblable 
I'res unto Syr Thomas Grey, Syr Robert Shotesbroke, knights } John 
Lovell and John Sharpe, squlers ; and to Herman, armourer, dwel- 
ling in Southwerk, to be intendants and of cooasel with the seld 
partle defendant,* as the oas requiretb. And theea oar I'lea shal be 
yoor warrant. Given under our signet, at our Caatell at Wyndesore. 
the zlxdaye of Octobr, the yeareof oave regae xxt.— 'W. Cao8BT.»» 
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attended in person, and a number of the pobility. The 
combat was commenced by Montfort with ^reat im- 
petuosity and fury ; and E^sex, for some time, cau- 
tiously met the assault ; at last, however, to use the 
phraseology of the historian, " turnin^^ reason into 
rage, he took upon himself the part of a challen- 
ger, and not of a defender/' and fell, covered with 
wounds, and to every appearance dead. The Mo- 
narch, under tliis impression, granted permission to 
the Monks to inter the body, expressly commanding 
that no further violence should be done to it. ^ But 
the defeated knight speedily recovered, was admitted 
a member of the ascetic brotherhood, and died a 
professed Monk.* 

* Tlie scene of this conflict was^ in all probability the 
island near to Cavershana-bridge, on the east side. Balcer, 
in bis Chronicle, does not notice the battle ; he merely ob- 
serves that the King punished Henry (Earl) de Essex, " by 
condemning him to be shorn a Monk, and pot into the Ab- 
bey of Reading— and his lands seized into the King's hands.** 
In Hie Berkshire Chronicle of March 30, 1830, the combat 
was introduced in a poetic form, from which we annex two 
short extracts r 

•' The King— the King Is dead,** 

Cried the maiden-hearted Knight;. 
And the banner-royal down be flung. 

And fled from the field of fight. 
And gaantlet, lance, and helm, • 

Strewed the marches far and wide ; 
Bat the prowesa of the warlike King 

Stopped the rnsh of the threatening tide. 
In the ravine's narrow depths 
He rallied his men at arms— 
On the point of hla lance his scarf he 8bowed» 

T» sooth their wild alarms : 
** No Englishuian is he 

'* Who flees from his tvae liege lord •. 
*' Like tbe hooted boar the foe attack 
• • With the edge of Victory 'a sword." 
Earth trembled at the tread 
Of the battle's reflux might— 

And the son burst forth her golden rays 
To glad theglorioos sight. 

Like the dried leaf In the dale. 
Sped by the blast of heaven, 

The Taontiog foe, over the moontaln tracks— 
Through the ahadowy glens,— were driven. 

Tl)e dragon-standard fell, 
Besmeared with dust and blood $ 

And the vanquished fue-men lied in shame 
To Coed-E wloe*8 wood. 
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In 1 184, a synod, or convention of the Biebops of 
the province, was held here, at which the King at- 
tended, and a deputation of the Monks of Christ 
Church, Canterbury. The assemblafire took place on 
the 5th of August, beingf 8t Oswald'H Day, its prin- 
cipal object beinj|r to elect an Archbishop, in the 
room of Richard, the immediate successor of that 
violent churchman, Tliomas k Decket. The foUowinn^ 
year, Henry gave an audience at Reading to Hera- 
clius. Patriarch of Jerusalem, wlio demanded hit 
assistance against the Saracens.* In 1191, Richard 
Ccenr de Lion held a parliament here. During the 
reign of John, a synod was held in Reading, by which 
it was ordained, that no ecclesiastical person should 
have more than one benefice with cure of sotth ; a re- 
gulation which, notwithstanding its beneficial opera- 
tion, has not in all subsequent iii«tanees been at- 
tended to. Henry III. in 1227, kept his Christmas at 
Reading ; and two years afterwards the pleadings in 
the Courts of Justice, in Michaelmas term, were held 
here. It does not appear that either Edward I. or II» 
ever visited this part of the county ; but it is certain 
that, in' 1275, the former took the pecuniarjf affairs of 
the Abbey into his own hands, and appointed com- 
missioners to investigate them. In 1^6, the King„ 
after celebrating the festival of Christmas at Guild- 



'Nenth Reading's cloistered, fretted roof. 

Was held the Ktngly Coart, 
And all around was wassail cheer. 

And minstrelsy, and sport. 
But now approached the day of flght, 

A day of joy— of grief— 
Of grief to him, whose dastard heart,, 

Sought in the grave relief : 
Heavy forebodings ever flashed 

Across his care-worn eye. 
And the deep sorrow of his sool 

Escaped in many a aigh— 
AB.froin his latticed casement, he, , 

Beheld the besnteous Tiew— 
The fir-dad hill, the dale, the ttretm 

Its fertile coarse parsue ) 

• • • • 

* It was during the residenee of tbe Patriarcfa in this 
country, that he consecrated the Temple Church, in London. 
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ford, bad i^rand jousts and tournameots at Reading. 
In 1359, John of Gaunt was married here to Blanche^ 
daughter and co-heir of Henry Planta^enet, Duke of 
Lancaster. — ^An assembly of nobility, with the Mayor 
and Aldermen of London, took place here in 1384, to 
inquire into and punish the seditious practices of the 
late Mayor of that city, John Northampton ; whose 
insurrectionary spirit, however, had been checked by 
the undaunted conduct of Sir Robert KnoUes. His 
goods were confiscated, and he received sentence of 
perpetual imprisonment. In 1389, the King met an 
assembly of his nobles at Reading. The second year 
(1400) after the accession of Henry IV. part of Read- 
ing is said, by Dart,* to have been burnt in the con- 
spiracy of Sir Bernard Brocas, and others, to restore 
the deposed Kin^. But this is an error : when the 
King overtook the conspirators near Colnbrook, they 
retreated to Sonning, where the young Queen lay, 
and from thence fled to Cirencester, where several 
houses were set on fire by the instigation of a priest. 
It was there that Sir Bernard Brocas, Sir B. Shelley, 
Sir Thomas Blount, and twenty-eight other distin- 
guished persons, were taken prisoners, and being 
carried to Oxford, where the King lay, were be- 
headed.f In 1439, the parliament held at West- 
minster was adjourned to Reading ; and parliaments 
were also convened here in 1451 and 1452. — ^About 
Michaelmas, 1464, Edw. IV. who had been privately 
married to Elizabeth, daughter of the Duchess of 
Bedford, held a council here, and conducted her to 
the Abbey, where she was publicly acknowledged as 
his Queen. About the same time, the Lord Mal- 
travers, son of the Earl of Arundel, was married at 
Reading to Margaret, the Queen's sister.-*Parlia- 

• Hist, of West. Abbey. 

t Baker, p. 159, and Orafton,p.412.— Coates, in his His- 
tory of Reading, sayi, that Brocas was beheaded in London, 
and buried in St. Edmond's cbapel, Westminster Abbey, 
with this inscrij^tion on his memorial : '* Hicjacei Bernardtu 
Brocas, miles, quondam Cam, Anne Regine Anglie** The 
probability isj that the corpse was removed thence from 
Oxford. 



d by Google 



HISTORY OF READING. 17 

ments were held here in 1466 and 1467. About twenty 
years after this, Henry VII. on the occasion of visitinfir 
the town, directed the alms-house of the poor sisters 
to be converted into a grammar-school. In 1490, 
Reading was assessed 24/. Is. l}d. towards the. ex- 
penses of the proposed war against France, and the 
following year found harness for six soldiers, at the 
cost of 7(' Henry VIII. was at Reading in 1509, and 
next year confirmed to the Corporation all their 
former privileges. It appears from an entry in the 
diary of the body corporate, that in 1543, ten ap-^ 
pareled horses, and ten harnessed soldiers were fur- 
nished for the Scotch wari and in the neixt yeao 
there were ridsed at the charge of the town, for the 
wars in France, thirteen harnessed men and horses, 
and twenty harnessed foot-soldiers. 

The visit of Edw. VI. to Reading, in 1552, is thus 
noticed in the Corporation Diary : '•' The xiii day of 
September, in the year above said, the kynges majesty 
in thend of his progresse came to Redyog, at the which 
tyme Thomas Aldeworth, mayor, accompanyed with 
the substaunce of thenhabitants of the said towne, as 
well burges as others, in ther best apparell, receyved 
his grace at Colley crosse, all beyng on fote, wher 
the seid mayor, on . his knee, humbly welcumyd his 
grace, and kissed the mase^ and delyvered it unto his 
grace, who most gentilly stayed his horse and received 
it, and immediately delyvered agayn the sam^ mase 
unto the seid mayor; and also his majesty further 
stayed his hors untill the seid mayor had taken his 
hors ; and then the seyd mayor, appoynted by a gen-s 
tilman usher, rode before the kings majesty thorough 
the towne, into the kyng's place. ' At the whych tyme^ 
for as much as it was the first tyme of his grace's cum- 
ing, the seid mayor presented and gave unto his ma- 
jestic ii yoke of oxen, which cost xvli. the charges 
whereof was borne by thenhabitants ot th6 seid towne, 
as well by the burgess as others. 

" Also at the same tyme, being his gracSn first cum- 
yfag^ certain officers then demaunded certayn dewties. 
as they called hit, which were payed unto them at the 

c 
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costs and charges of the seyd mayor and burges^ as 
hereafter foUoweth : 

** Id p'mis to the harroldt^ .... sexs. 

To the seijaants at arms, . ~ - - zlUa. iiiid. 

To the tnimpetts, ------ xs. 

To the kyog's cappbearer» - - - - rU. Tiiid. 

To the fotemen, ------- xs. 

To the dark of the m*kett ... vig. Tiiid. 

Tothem'shall^ - - iiis. iiiid. 

Ixx8." • 
On the 21 St July, 1553, ten armed soldiers were fur- 
nished by the Borough agunst the Duke of Northum- 
berland^; and on the 16th August, six well harnessed 
horse soldiers were ordered to attend her Majesty at 
Richmond, but their services were dispensed with on 
the 25th of the same month. — ^The visit of Mary and 
. Philip to Reading, in 1554, is thus recorded in the 
diary of the Corporation : " The second day of August, 
in the Ist and 2nd yere of their regnes, the seid kyng 
and queue came toiledyng, at the which tyme, Robert 
Bowyere then beyng mayor, accompany ed with the 
substaunce of the inhabitants of the seid towne, as well 
burges as others, in their best apparellys, received 
their graces at the upper end of Sivear strete, all beyng 
on fote, where the seid mayor, humblie on his knee, 
welcumed their graces, and kyssed the mase, and de- 
lyvM hit first unto the queue, and her g'ce immedi- 
ately delyv*ed hit agene unto the mayor, and wylled 
hira after to delyv* the same unto the kyng, which his 
grace gentely received, and immediately also delyv'ed 
it agayn unto the mayor, and then the seid mayor 
appoynted by the kyng of the harolds, rode before the 
king and queue through the town into the kyng's 
place, with the mase in Iiis hond ; at the which tyme, 
for as much as it was the first tyme of ther g*ces cum- 
yng, the seid mayor p'sented ther graces with iiii 
greate fatt oxen, which cost xvi li. the charge whereof 

* It woulkseem from this docnment, that the art of im- 
positioQ was as well known in the 16th century as in the 
iateUectoal year 1830. 
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was borne by thenh'itants of the seide town^ as well 
bnrgeses as others, over and besides rewards gyven to 
officers, the sum of iii 1. x s. as apperith at the first 
cumyng of kyng Edward the Vlth.'' 

Two years afterwards, 40 men, in '' blew cots 
with red crosses, that cost 6s. and 4d. a cote, with forty 
new bills, that cost ]8d. a bill, and conducte (money) 
16d. a man,'' were provided by the town, for the public 
service, at the charge of lo/. 6s. 8d.-- In 1566, an 
entry was made in the books of the Corporation of 
London, that all the burgesses of the town of Reading 
should be discharged of toll within that city, as soon 
as their names should be certified in writing to the 
court, in conformity to *' the aunciente allowance of 
their liberties to them, made by this courte in that 
behalfe." — The Queen (Eliz.) paid Reading a visit in 
1668, 1672, 1676, 1692, 1602, and 1603. In 1676, 
*' her Grace" had a seat fitted up for her in St. Law- 
rence's Church, the pulpit was ornamented with a 
new cloth, and the body of the church was strewed 
with rushes and flowers. In her visits in 1601 and 
1602, she dined at Causham (Caversham) Hous^, the 
Seat of Lord Knollys^ the Comptroller of the House- 
hold; and at Englefield with Sir Edw. Morris. The 
King and Queen were in Reading in 1612 and 1613. — 
Owing to the plague in London, m 1626, Michaelmas - 
term was kept here.* It appears that the different 
courts were held in various apartments of the Abbey, 
that of the King's Bench occupying the great halL 
The Exchequer was held in the Town-halH and ihe 
Court of Augmentation in the school-house; the 
Lord Keeper lodged at Sir Edw. Clarke's house ; the 
Lord Treasurer and the King's Attorney with Mr 
John Saunders, in the Friars ; most of the Judges 

* By a Proclamation, dated at Salisbury, Oct. 11, Charles 
I. strictly charged and commanded " all and eyery the in* 
habitants of the said town (Reading) and all other places 
within three miles thereof, that they wholly forbear to buy 
or reeelve any wares or merchandize from the cities of Lon- 
don and Westminster, or places adjoining, or from any other 
place, now or hitely infected with that contagious sickness, 
until the end of the said term of St. Michael.'* • 

c 2 
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took up their abode at the Bear Inn, which was called 
'' Serjeant's Inn» in Fleet-street;" the other Judaea 
at Mr. Thomas Turner's house, near High-bridge, 
which was called " Serjeant's Inn, in Chancery-lane." 
We now come to that memorable period in our local 
annals, the 

SIfiGE OF RteADING, 

And for the greater part of the following detail, we 
acknowledge ourselves indebted to Coates's History. It 
would seem that the first manifestation of "civil dud- 
geon " in Reading, was first elicited in 1642, when we 
find the annexed entry in the Diary of the Siege : — 

1642, Oct. 1, O'Neal, seijeant-major to count Ro- 
bert,» sent a letter to Mr. Vachell, the high-sheriffe of 
Berks, commanding him in the king's name to raise 
the power of the county to conduct the king through 
it ; but he stayed the messenger, and refused to obey 
it. Reding is well fortified, but they want ordnance. 

Oct. 23. The battle of £dge-hill was fought near 
Keinton, in Warwickshire. After the taking of Ban- 
bury, the king marched to his own house at WoFodstoCk^ 
and the next day, with his whole army to Oxford. 

Nov. 1 . A party of horse, having been sent out from 
Abingdon, advanced farther than they had order to do ; 
and, upon their approach to Reading, where Harry 
Martin was governor for the parliament, he evacuated 
the place in great confusion, with his garrison. 

Nov. 4. 'nie King came to Reading from Benson, 
it being thought so good a post> that, if the king 
found it necessary to make his own residence at Ox- 
ford, it would be much the better by having a garrison 
at Reading. 

Nov. 5. " A report made that the kin^ was come 
to Redding. Sir Peter Killegrew returned from the 
king with a letter from secretary Nicholas, directed 
to the speaker of the house of peers, dated the fourth 
instant, from Redding." This letter infdriiied the 
house that the king would receive any petition from 
his houses of parliament, and grant a safe conduct to 

* Prince Rupert. 
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any but such as were proclaimed traitors. The house 
of Commons would not admit of any exceptions, nor 
appoint any members but what they had oefore ap- 
pointed. 

Many of the inhabitants of Reading who favored 
the parliament, came to the house of Commons, 
affirming, " that they were readjr and willing to ad- 
venture their lives and fortunes m this service. But, 
finding the maior, and others of the chief of the town, 
were of the malignant party, and did seek to intrap 
a worthy member of the house of Commons, and did 
agree among themselves to surrender the town to the 
cavaliers, thev, for the preservation of themselves and 
their armes, left the towne.'' 

In order to throw some degree of ridicule on the 
mayor of Reading for his loytJty, the following story 
appeared in the newspapers or the day. '^ At the 
king's coming to Readinge, a speech was made unto 
bim by the maior of the towne ; wherein, after he had 
in the best words he could devise, bid him welcome 
thither, for want of more matter he concluded very 
abruptly. Not long after, he invited Prince Robert to 
a sumptuous dinner, providing for him all the dainties 
he could get, but especially a woodcock, which he 
brought in himself. Prince Robert gave him many 
thanks for Ms good cheere, and asked him whose was 
all that plate that stood u]>on the cupboard ? The 
mavor, wno had set out all his plate to make a show, 
and besides had borrowed a great deal of hk neigh- 
bours to grace himself withal, replied, '' And please 
your highness, that plate is mine." " No,'' <{uoth 
the prince, '^ this plate is mine ;" and so accordingly 
he took it all away, bidding him be of ^ood- cheere, 
for he took it, as the parhament took it, upon the 
publick faith." 

After the engagement at Brentford, the king went 
to Hampton-court, and his forces to Kingston ; but, 
on the parliament's declaring that their apprehensions 
for the safety of the city would allow or no propo^ 
sitions for peace while his arnoy lay so near London, 
he marched back to Reading. Soon after this, a vote 
passed both houses, that no other measure but that of 
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bis majesty's coming to the parliament should be 
thought on for the purpose of anv treaty or accom- 
modation. It was therefore resolved that Reading 
should be kept as a garrison ; and, having continued 
in the town from Nov. 4 to 28, the king marched to 
Oxford, after having seen the intended works in some 
forwardness, leaving sir Arthur Aston governor, with 
2(XX) foot, and a regiment of horse. 

Dec. 6. " Colonel Aston, it is said, fortifies strongly 
at the hill where Sir Charles Blount's house is, which 
commands Reddinfif." 

Jan. 14. " Wednesday last, colonel Anson feasted 
the magistrates of Reading, and hanged a man or two 
of his own, for some notorious crimes, rather to stop 
the mouths of the people, for his murdering master 
Boys, an honest citizen of London, by a seeming act 
of justice. They write that Newberry hath been plun- 
dered a second time by the Redding forces in a most 
deplorable manner, and that honest old sir Francis 
Knowles, the ancientest parliament man in England, 
had much prejudice done to his house and tenants," 
(probably at Battle-farm J ''within a mile of Reading, 
this last week." 

Feb. 9. " This day, by letters sent from Reading, 
there came advertisement that sir Arthur Aston had 
escaped a personal surprisal which he was very likely 
to have fallen into. One master Englefield, a gentle- 
man and friend of his, had the weeke before bespoke 
his company to be at dinner on the Tuesday following, 
being the Tuesday now last passed, whereof some 
private roundhead taking notice, had sent intelligence 
thereof unto the forces of the rebels lying not far off. 
But sir Arthur Aston, understanding that the enter- 
tainment was intended at a country house of the said 
gentleman not far from Reading, sent word he would 
gladly bear him company mthin the town, but he held 
it very unfit to goe forth a feasting, the enemy being 
then so neere him. This alteration of the place and 
purpose not being made knovrn unto the rebels, they 
came on Tuesday according to the first intelligence to 
the number of ^ foot and 200 horse, hoping to have 
surprised him and all his company as he sate at din- 
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ner; but, findings how unexpectedly they were dis- 
appointed, they returned no wiser than they came, 
without any hurt done unto the house that we heere 
of yet." 

Feb. 12. Five hundred dra/|foons, and three troops 
of horse, inarched from Reading to Henley, where 
were two regiments of foot belonging to tKe parlia- 
ment, which were surprised in the night, being tired 
with a long march. The king's troops reached the 
market-place; but, bein^ checked by a sudden fire 
from one of the enemjr's pieces of artillery in a narrow 
pass, they were repulsea with the loss of two officers 
and several men. 

Feb. 12. Sir Jacob Astlev, with a pfu^y from Read- 
ing, marched as far as Old Windsor on Sunday night, 
and drove away all the horses and cattle they could 
find, the alarm not reaching Windsor castle till the 
next morning. 

April 16. 'The very day on which the treaty expired 
at Oxford, being the last of the twenty days assigned, 
to which the king could not procure an addition by 
any importunity, Essex marched from Windsor, hav- 
ing repaired the bridges over the Loddon, and sat 
down oefore Reading. According to Clarendon, his 
army consisted of 16,000 foot, and above 3,000 horse, 
with all things necessary for a siege. In the town 
were above 3,000 foot, and a regiment of 300 horse. 
Essex made a feint as if he intended to march for 
Oxford, having so given out, and reached the west end 
of the town where the works were weakest, and there 

Eossessed himself of a hedge and ditch, which gave 
im an opportunity of beginning his entrenchments, 
the hedges not having been cut down, nor the ground 
levelled, which was thought a piece of neglect in the 
governor. Upon the first sitting down before the 
town, says Clarendon, after they had taken a full view 
of the ground, a council of war was held in what 
manner to proceed, whether by sssault or approach. 
After some deliberation, the danger and disgrace of a 
repulse, if they should fail in the assault, and the cer- 
tainty of receiving forage and provisions which they 
had in great plenty from London, ipclined the greater 
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part of the council to pursue the business by approach, 
with which the iifeneral complied. Essex tnen sum- 
moned the town to surrender, but was answered by 
sir Arthur Aston, that he would starve or die in it. 
The general havinfir secured a post "at a knight's 
house about a mile from the town, on the south-west," 
probably at Southcot, sir John Blagrave's, began to 
batter a work at a bam called Harrison's barn. There 
was a fortified post near sir Charles Blount's, at Ma* 

Eledurham, which was taken by the besiegers, and the 
ouse plundered, though many were hurt by the 
bursting of their own petard $ and they possessed 
themselves of the post on Caversham-hili, which com- 
mands the whole town, llie chief care of the ap- 
i^oaches was committed to serjeant-major-general 
Philip Skipton. The lord Gray of Wark was stationed 
on the east, while colonel Homestead's regiment of 
foot, with some troops of horse, were posted near the 
river, to prevent any supplies coming by water. The 
parliamentary accounts describe Reading as " a place 
strongly fortified, with a deep ditch round it, and 
strong works near and remote." But, according to 
Clarendon, the fortifications were too mean to endure 
a regular siege, being intended for winter quarters, 
not a standing garrison. However, the town was well 
stored with provisions ; and, though deficient in am- 
munition, there being scarcely 40 barrels of powder 
in the magazines, the garrison supported the enemy's 
attack wiui sufficient resolution ; and, before the town 
was completely surrounded, a party from Oxford, 
under the command of lieutenant-general Wilmot, 
threw in a supply of ammunition, and reinforced the 
garrison with 700 men. 

The approaches advanced very fast, the low situation 
of Reading from the south and west laying it open to 
the enemjps batteries, which, nevertheless, did no great 
execution, only one person of note being killed, lieu- 
tenant-colonel d'Ewes, a young man of great courage, 
who lost his leg by a cannon shot, and expired in a 
few hours. 

Vicars says. Chat, after the besiegers had made them- 
selves masters of Caversham-hill, and had beaten the 
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enemy from the church in the bottom, on the steeple 
of which they had planted a piece of ordnance, which 
was beaten aown with the steeple itself, sir Arthur 
Aston offered to surrender the town, if the garrison 
might be permitted to march away with bag and bag- 
gage ( but this was rejected. 

Within a week after the beginning of the siege, the 
governor being in a court of guard near the enemy's 
approaches, a cannon shot beat down a brick or tile, 
which struck him on the head, and, by the violence of 
the blow, so stunned him, that he was disabled from 
executing any thing in his own person, and his senses 
were so impaired, that he was even unfit for counsel 
or direction ; in consequence of which the command 
devolved on colonel Richard Fielding, the eldest co- 
lonel of the garrison. 

After enduring a fortnight's siege, the garrison be- 
came impatient of relief, which they h^ earnestly 
solicited before by lieutenant-general Wilmot; and 
on April the 22d a servant of sir Lewis Dives, named 
Flower, swam over the Thames, and gave intelligence, 
that, at such an hour, prince Rupert would attack the 
enemy's post at Caversham-bridge with a considerable 
force ; during which the garrison might easily send 
some barges up the river to receive a supply of am- 
munition, and make a sally upon the same post. 
Flower was taken by the enemy on his return ; and 
consequently the scheme was discovered. But in 
Mercurius Aulicus, April 26, it is said that the gar- 
rison received sixteen barrels of powder ; which relief 
enabled them to make better conditions than had else 
been granted. 

April 25. About ten in the morning the garrison 
hung out a white flag, and demanded a parley ; but, 
at this very juncture, the post at Caversham-bridge 
was attacked by prince Kupert; the king himself 
being at hand with a part of his army. The action 
was sharp ; but the royalists were repulsed, with con- 
siderable loss, a violent storm of hail and rain beating 
in their faces during the time of the engagement. 
Vicars says, that " whiles our soldiers were in fight 
the toun was relieved with some little supply ; two or 
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three cart-loads of somewliat or other lightly laden, 
as appeared by their galloping with their burden to 
the water-side ; but what waa in them was not known." 
It seems by the accounts of each party that the king's 
approach to the town was after the treaty for a capi- 
tulation was begun ; but the parliament's account 
adds, that, colonel Fielding, bemg pressed by some 
officers to break the truce, and sidly out out to join 
the king's forces, plainly told them, '* that if the king 
himselfe should come and knock at the gates, and 
command him to doe it, he would not forfeit his 
honour, and the faith he had pledged during the 
truce." 

The king retired to Caversham-house, then lord 
Craven's, and afterward marched to Nettlebed ; hav- 
ing determined to make another attempt for the 
relief of the town, if the treaty for a capitulation 
should not be ratified; but the next day, April 27, 
the following articles were agreed upon. 

I. That the governor, commanders, and soldiers, 
both horse and foot, may march out with flying co- 
lours, armes, and four peeces of ordinance, ammu- 
nition, ba^ and baggage, light match, bullet in mouth, 
drum beating, ana trumpet sounding. 

II. That they may have free passage to his ma- 
jesties city of Oxford, without interruption of any of 
the forces under the command of his excellencie the 
earl of Essex, provided the said governor, command- 
ers, and souldiers, use no hostility until they come to 
Oxford. 

III. That what persons soever are accidentallie 
come to this towne, and shut up by the seige, may 
have like liber tie to passe without interruption ; sucn 
persons only excepted, as have run away frum the 
army under the command of the earl of Essex. 

^ IV. Tliat they may have fifty carriages for baggage, 
sick, and hurt men : and that they carry not out of the 
town of Redding^ any such goods and commodities as 
have been taken from the western carriers, and drought 
into Reading. 

V. That the inhabitants of the town of Reading 
may not be prejudiced in their estates or persons. 
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either bv plundering or imprisonment ; and that those 
who wiU leave the town may have free leave, and 
passage, safely to go to what place thev will, with 
their goods, within the space of six weeks after the 
surrender of the said towne. 

VI. That the garrison of Redding shall quit the 
said towne by twelve of the clocke to-morrow in the 
morning ; that timely notice shall be given to his ex- 
cellency when they begin to march, that a guard may 
be provided for their securitv. That at the time when 
the garrison begins to iharcn out of th^ post towards 
Cawsom-bridge, there shall be a post open at New- 
berry- way, for my lord general to passe into the town^ 
Signed, 

Richard Fielding. Anthony Thelweli«. 

John Belasves. Thbophilus Gilby. 

Richard Bell. George Bond. 

Edward Villiers. 

The articles are to be found in Clarendon ; and, 
with trifling variations, merely verbal, in the news- 
papers of the times. 

When the garrison marched out of the town, and 
passed through the enemies troops, many were plun- 
dered and disarmed ; though both parties allow that 
the earl of Essex did all in his power to prevent the 
seizing of any private propertyi and promised his 
soldiers 12s. a man, to prevent it. The parliament 
accounts sav, that the soldiers discoverea a waggon 
contsuning 140 muskets, which was an infringement 
of the articles of capitulation, and which occasioned 
the pillage of another waggon. But, whether this, 
or the unruliness of the common soldiers, produced a 
breach of the articles, it was the origm of, and 
became an excuse for, mutual injustice, during the 
continuance of the war, and particularly at the sur- 
render of Bristol. 

'' Coll. Aston came out first, in a horse-litter, 
covered with red, and lined with white; after, two 
coaches and waggons ; and then the horse and foote 
beate a march, and so departed, with colours flying, 
towards Oxford, by Casum church." 
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After the soldiers entered the town, they plundered 
four houses ; notwithstanding proclamation had been 
made not to plunder, on pain of death. These were 
the hou8e8ofu>ur persons, called '* grand malignants^" 
who had given information to the governor of such 
inhabitants as were inclined to the cause of the par- 
liament, and who therefore paid a double tax to the 
weekly contribution llie butchers' stalls were found 
full or meat, there was plenty of beer and wine in the 
taverns and ale-houses, together with 70 quarters of 
oats, and 50 quarters of wheat. The pieces of artillery 
which were left by the garrison according to the ar- 
ticles of capitulation, were very few for the defence 
of such a place ; there were two large iron cannon, 
one in " the Fort Royal/' the other in " the invincible 
Fort at Harrison's bam ;" six brass sacres ; and two 
small pieces, called drakes. There remained in the 
stores 28 barrels of powder, and some small quan- 
tities in different parts of the town. The narliament 
affirmed that they lost only forty men auring the 
siege, though the cavaliers shot bullets '' chanckt 
and furled" to do all the mischief possible. With 
respect to the numbers lost b^ the besieged we have 
no information. In the register of St. Lawrence 
occur only nine burials of soldiers killed, from April 
the 15th, the day on which the siege began, to April 
the dOth. The registers of the two other parishes are 
defective. 

In the first moment of triumph, the parliament 
were as much satisfied with obtaining possession of 
Reading, as the king was with the recovery of his 

{garrison, which was nearly 4000 men, and which had 
oined him at Oxford ; but in a little time both par- 
ties were equally discontented. Those in London 
censured the conduct of Essex in permitting the gar- 
rison to join the king's other forces ; while at Oxford 
it was whispered that Reading had been betrayed, or 
too easily surrendered. The king himself was much 
incensed that no provision had been made in the ar- 
ticles of capitulation for those who had deserted from 
Essex's army; by which means some soldiers were 
executed after the surrender. This he called giving 
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up men, who had betaken themselves to his protection » 
*• to be murdered by the rebels whom they had de- 
serted ;" and he published a proclamation to vindicate 
himself from being supposed to withdraw his pro- 
tection from such as had returned, or should in future 
return, to their duty. 

Colonel Fielding demanded atrial, by a council of 
war ; and defended his surrender of the town by the 
advantageousness of the articles of capitulation, and 
the knowledge he had of the king's former intention 
to reduce the works and evacuate the garrison. He 
affirmed, that he had no information of the king's 
approach to relieve the town, till the troops were en- 
gaged ; at which time hostages were delivered ; and he 
considered it as against the law of arms to break the 
truce, — that the governor had been acquainted from 
time to time with the state of the garrison, and the 
transactions of the siege, and seemed to approve of 
what was done, though, on account of his mdispo- 
sition, he would not give positive orders ; andj though 
he refused to sign the articles for that reason, yet he ex- 
pressed no disapprobation when they were read to him. 

Notwithstanding this defence, on an article '' for 
not obeying orders," colonel Fielding was sentenced 
to lose his head. He was afterwards pardoned, after 
lon^ intercession to the kin^ in his tavour ; but his 
regiment was taken from him, nor was he ever re- 
stored to the command, though he afterwards acted 
as a volunteer, and in several engagements behaved 
with great spirit and courage. 

Great jealousies arose in the army upon this affair, 
and many who imagined the king's situation to be 
very low, chose to attribute it to the loss of Reading. 
Essex still continued there i for he had lost many by 
sickness during the siege, probably from being en- 
camped on low grounds to the west of the town.* He 
was detained likewise by the demands of his officers and 
soldiers for their arrears, being disappointed of 40,000/. 
which was to have been sent by the city ; so that it was 
near six weeks before ne removed from Reading. 

* On the Battle Farm estate. 
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Amongst those who served in the besieging army, was 
Sir Samuel Luke, immortalized and personified by 
Butler in his ** HudibpoM,** Sir Samuel drew up an ac- 
count of the " beleaguerment *' of the town, which 
Mr. Coates introduced in his work, but the facts rary 
immaterially from the preceding detail. One por- 
tion of it, however, is worth transcribing, and is sub- 
joined : 

*' 18th, Tuesday. The 11th day in the morning, wee 
sawe the enemie appeare on the other side of the river 
of Thames, towards Henley, upon Cawsam hills, under 
the command of generall lluven ; with a great strength 
both of horse and foote ; whoe went to Sonning, which 
is on the north-east side of Redding, and putt downe 
the river (as wee heare) into Redding, in boates, some 
600 musketeers ; with severall waggon loades of am- 
munition, which wee could not hinder, because we 
had broken downe Cawsam bridge, till wee had made 
our quarters sure; working that night against the 
towne, in our approaches to their works, without the 
losse of any man on our side. Only, in the morning, 
sir Anthony St. John's eldest captaine of his excel- 
lencyes guards, giveing fire to a peece, by chance 
fired the barrells, and blew up the carriage, and killed 
three or four men outright, hurt himselfe, and a dozen 
more, though not mortally. 

*' The king's forces, assone as they had putt their 
600 musketeers, with their provision, into Reading, 
retired back towards Oxford, with their horse and 
pikemen ; soe that we heard noe more of them. All 
that night we spent in our approaches with little or 
noe losse, onely one canoneere, which was killed the 
19th day in the morning ; and, in exchange of him, 
wee heare that the governor of Reading was eyther 
killed, or shott in the neck, and hath never been scene 
since, but all orders and ticketts have passed under 
the hands of colonell Feilding. But this proved to 
bee onely that heehad his pate broke with a tile, from 
the topp of a howse, as hee was walking about to view 
his works. 

*' All this while we lay onely on this side the towne ; 
so that the enemie had all the liberty that might be to 
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walk abrode and take the ayre; driving away cattle, 
and snapping up our straggling soldiers between Son- 
ning and Southcott, wliicn tym^ they managed to their 
best advantage. By this tyme, the lord Grey appeared 
before the towne, with three regiments of foote ; two 
consisting of 700 »-piece, and one of 1700 ; six troopes 
of horse, of 80 a-piece; two troopes of dragoones; 
and three pieces of ordnance; which begirt the enemy 
round from Sonning to Cawsom, northward and 
southward, being outreacht with as much as nature 
could afford us ; the Thames, Kennett, and the Hal- 
lowed brooke, with many little rivers issueing out of 
them. But all these being fresh-water soldiers, in 
the evening, hee placed some companies to keepe the 
guard from making his approaches, and he goeth 
himselfe to fetch away some ree^ments that were 
behind at Maydenhead ; and, in the meane tyme, the 
towne sallyeinff out upon them, made our forces re- 
treat in some disorder. That night our forces in his 
excellencies quarters advanced their batteries, and 
placed their ordnance within lesse than pistoU shott 
of one of the enemies bulwarks and batteries, called 
Harrison's fort ; and all this night spent without the 
losse of a man." 

Sir Samuel Luke thus describes the state of the 
town on its being surrendered to the Parliamentary 
army: 

" At the hower appointed, at ten of the clock, they 
began to march according to agreement, with their 
waggons, four peeces of ordnance, flying collours, 
match lighted, drummes beating, and trumpets sound- 
ing: and, as they marcht out at Fryers comer, wee 
marcht in at the same place. They had only 3 wayes 
out of the towne, where they built 3 sconces, one at 
the Forbury, another at Harrison's bame, and another 
at the end of Pangborne lane. 

*• We found the towne well provided when wee 
came in ; store of provision, about 20 barrells of pow- 
der, 10 brass pieces, their forts were weU wrought, 
and strong both with trenches and pallisadoes; the 
towne entrencht round; soe that if any man of the- 
parliament's side should have delivered upp a place 
upon these terms, hee would have deserved noe better 
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than a halter : for, there were men enow in the towne 
to have beaten any of our quarters in open field, if 
they had had eyther spiritt or courage. I must alsoe 
confesse farther, that our soldiers, assoone as they 
came into the towne, went to enquire for malignants; 
but, in a short tyme, were quieted by his excellencyes 
care and vigilance, hee himselfe goeing in person, 
from street to street, to appease them." 

The town being now entirely in the possession of the 
"Roundheads," we perceive by Sir Luke's journal, 
that on the 26th of May, "his excellency began to draw 
out his forces towards Cawsham, which gave them 
occasion to call for money; soe that there was a kind 
of mutiny amongst them ifor a time ; his excellency's 
regiment and coll. Hampden*s being the cheefe mute- 
neers. Nevertheless, with much adoe, his excellency 
drew out his owne regiment that night to Gawsam 
parke, with most of the other regiments of the arm^, 
onely coll. Hampden's stayed behind, and persisted in 
iti muteny ; but hee, with good words and faire lan- 
guage, wrought so much upon them, that hee made 
them ashamed of their actions, and they inarcht cheere- 
fuUy to Cawsam the next morning. 

" His excellency quartered at the lord Craven's 
house, and his forces round about him in the parke, 
where they had a very fine and open quarter. Most 
of the officers, and sir John Meldrum and his regi- 
ment, were quartered in Reading. His excellency lay 
there 10 days, which much refresht our soldiers, and 
recovered many of that disease and infection which 
our army received at Reading."* 

* "The town of Reading was infected (says Baker/ p. 
524,) with a pestilential fever, when Essex entered it, which 
caatted a great sickness and mortality amongst his soldiers, 
besides which, they Were much discontented for want of pay^ 
so that when he removed to Cawsam-house to avoid the in- 
fection, many of his soldiers unanimously disbanded, and 
marched away ; but though he gained nothing by this towUi) 
the murmur at Oxford was great for the losing of it, and 
Col. Fielding was accused of treachery therein, and, beingf 
found gailty by a court-martial, was sentenced to be shot 
to death, but l^ the King's clemeofcy he was pardoned." 
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From May till September the troope of th« Pftrlia- 
meat held possession of the town ; but after the first 
Battle of Newbury, September 20^ Essex fled hither 
A«ith great precipitation, being dreadfully harrassed 
in his retreat by Prince Rupert^ and more especially 
near Theale. But his stay wa^ short ; he ^ave his troops 
only two days' rest, when he evacuated the town, which 
was immediately occupied by Sir Jacob Astlcy, and a 
garrison of 3000 foot and 500 horse. ' In May, 1644, 
the King«rrived here, and took up his quarters at €o- 
ley-4ouse; but on the approach of the armies of Essex 
And Waller to Windsor and Hartford-bridge, his Ma- 
jesty ordered the military defences of the town to be 
destroyed, and removed with the garrison to Oxford. 
Next day Reading was again occupied by Essex, and 
remained in the hands of the regicidal government, 
till the end of the war. Some relics of the n)rtification8 
still remain in the Forbury, where were two strong 
redoubts, the mdiiind of one of which is planted with a 
few lime trees, and from hence is one of the most 
beautiful views in the county — the majestic Thames 
winding its sinuous course from Sonning past Caver- 
ham, till it is lost by the intervention of the high lands 
on the Oxfordshire side. Below the mound is the wall 
of the Plummery-mead, in which were traces of em- 
brazures till within the last few years. The fortifica- 
tions at " Harrison's Barn," or the "Invincible Fort," 
situated at the west end of Castle-street, are completely 
erased, so as to " leave not a wreck behind.*' Both of 
these positions, no doubt, were formidable to a besieg- 
ing army, and more especially when we recollect the 
little progress which had been made two hundred 
years ago m the art of gunnery and the management 
of heavy artillery. The following document will show 
the state of the town and the pitiable sufferings of the 
inhabitants during and after the siege: 

" To the King's most excellent majesty. 

** The bumble petition of the ma3*or, aldermen, and the 
inhabitants of the town of Reading, hnmbly sheweth, 

*' That your petitioners, in obedience to your mnjesty's 
commands, did -attend on sir Arthur Aston, governor of the 

D 
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«ai(f Co«rn, wlio» in your majesty's name, desired your peti* 
tioners to aodertake the further moothly loane of 2000/. 
whereas, your petitiooers, since the first ailrancement of 
your majesty's armie to the said towne, liave been rharired 
with iicer4i00/. besides 1000/. contribution for clotli ; 4000/. 
}oan, and other losses of the inhabitants of the said toirne ; 
that your petitioners liave bin enforced to engage themselves,, 
and tlie lands and meancs of the said torn, in 1000/. for the 
payment of the said sume, creo to the undoeing of the said 

tOWD^. 

*' May it therefore please your most eicelleDt majesty, 
the premiyses considered, to take into your princety consi- 
iloration the miserable estate of your petitiooers, who, 
through the general distractions of the kingdom, the decay 
of trade, the dayly charge of your majesty's army billetted 
with us, and the miserable cry of the nnmerous poor, are 
soe impor*isbed, that most of yunr petic'oners are scarce 
able to support themselves and their sev*all families with 
conveniences, altogether unable, tho willing, to supply your 
ma'tyes com'aonds. And therefore hope for your ma'tiea 
excuse therein, and yonr petitioners shall ever, as in duty 
bomid, pray for your ma'tie» longe and happy raigne." 

Thb King's Answer. 
'< At the Court at Oxford, 11 Jan. 1642. 
'^ His majestie bath taken considerac'on of this petfc'bn, 
and commanded me to give this answer: that, albeit he is 
very graciously inclined to favour the petic'oners, for many 
respects ; yet, considering his present occasions, be saith he 
cannot but insist upon the loane of two thousand pounds- 
more. But, for the ease of those who are wcll-aflfected in 
that towne, he requires that such of the inhabitants there a» 
have either contributed to the rebels, or appeared to have 
been really i II -aflTected to his majesties person and govern- 
ment, that all such be at least doubly charged ; and that, 
for the rest, his Majestie wisheth that the tax belayed with 
*a8 much equality as may he. And tn these particulars his 
majestie recom'ends it to sir Arthur A^ton, knt. governor of 
Reading, to give his best assistance to the maior and* alder- 
men of the said towne. 

** Edw. Nicholas." 

In July, 1647, the unhappy King — ^now a prisoner 
in the hsuids of his bitter enemies, — wtLS removed froito 
Windsor to Maidenhead, and from thence to Caver- 
shara-liotiBe, the residence of the Lord Graven ; and 
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llierethe fallen Monarch had an interriew with his 
children, owing to the kindly intervention of General 
Fairfax. It is said that Cromwell was present at one 
of these afflicting and heart-rending scenes, and de- 
scribed it, to Sir John Berkeley, as " the tenderest 
sight his eyes ever beheld." It is added, that Sir John 
actually communicated the observation of the arch- 
hypocrite to his Sovereign, intimating that Cromwell 
had also " said much in commendation of his Ma- 
jesty," and expressed a wish " that God would be 
pleased to look upon him according to the sincerity of 
his heart towards the King."* 

The general loyalty of the inhabitants — ^their at- 
tachment to Kingly government — were joyfully eli- 
cited on the restoration of Charles II. His Majesty 
was proclaimed with marked solemnity on the lOth of 
Mav, 1660, and a stage was " set up for the purpose 
in the open Market-place," the Mayor's, mace altered, 
and the King's arms engraved upon it. On the 27th 
of August, the King and Queen honored the town 
by a formal visit. " The company on foot (it is re- 
corded) attended their comeing in the Orte-lane, and 
upon their approache, mett their Majesties; and after 
a congratulatory speech by Mr. Steward, presented to 
the King's Majesty 50 pieces in . gold, which cost 
22*, 2d, each, and to the Queen's Majesty 30 pieces 
of the like gold, in two several purses, curiously 
wrought, which cost 18^." But there was a tax ap- 
pendant, which materially deteriorated from the eclat 
of the proceedings: the Corporation had to pay the 
sum of 37/. 6s. for "fees demanded by his Majesty's 
servants, upon his enterance and passing through the 
towne." — James II. was in Reading in 16S7 ; and in 
1688, the King's army, stationed here, which, on the 
arrival of the iiews of the Prince of Orange's approach, 

* Those wbo may be desirous of pernsing n forinal apology 
for all the atrocities of tbe 'regicides, may refer to Mr. God- 
win's work, which is entitled a " History of the Common 
IfVa/M;" and which is one of the most finished palliatives 
for rebellion and treason that has been presented to the peo- 
ple of England since the days of Bradshaw, Cooke, and 
Harrison. 

D 2 
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had bieen ordered to Colnbrook, fell back to Reading 
on the 9th of December, it being ascertained that it 
was only a small detachment of the Prince's horse, 
which had advanced to Newbury. It is certain that 
the King was in bad odour with the people of Rest- 
ing; and tradition says, that a tradesman was dis- 
patched in private to the Prince, requesting him to 
advance and take possession of the town. We are 
not told that his application was successful ; but it 
is matter of history that a strong military force 
marched to Reading, to oppose which, a Scotch regi- 
ment, commanded by Lord Ogilvie — a veteran of 80 
years old, but with all the mental activity of manhood, 
— ^was as:?embled in the Market-place, whilst some 
Irish dragoons occupied High-bridge. These were 
routed in the first onset, but were ineffectuallv rallied 
by the Earl of Feversham, at the upper end of the 
town ; indeed, their dispersion was complete.* This 
event was commemorated in a rhyming ballad, called 
" The Reading Skirmish,** in which occurs these lines : 

Five bundred Papithes caioe t)iere 

To make a fiual end 
Of all the toirn, in time of Prayer, 

But Ood did them defend. 

Not many were killed of the Irish, and fewer taken ; 
eight of the King's troops were killed; and the Court * 
complained that the town's-people had '' fired on the 
army from their windows, whilst the Orange horse 
charged them in front."f — -On the approach of Queen 
Anne to the town, in October, 1700, the following 
orders were made by the Corporation: " Ordered, 
that the Chamberlain do provide forty broad pieces 
of gold to present to her Majesty, in a new purse, 

* An officer of some rank was killed on the part of the 
Prince of Orange ; and Bishop Burnett says be was the 
f' only one killed in the whole expedition.*' — It is said he 
was baried in St. Giles's Church ; and in the bnrial list, of 
the date Dec. 12, 168S, is the entry ** Captaine Conaby, of 
the Pr." 

. t The anniversary of Reading Fight, as the affair was 
called, was celebrated by ringing the bells of the different 
churchesy till within the last few years. 
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being tbe first time of her progress through this Cor- 
poration, — Ordered, that Air. Mayor, the Aldermen, 
and Burgesses, meet her Majesty oa horseback, next 
Friday, as she passes through this Borough ; and also 
that six persons attend to hold the horses; and also 
the Town-Attorney (Town-Clerk), and officers like- 
wise attend on horseback.'^ 

Since this period, the Borough has been but seldom 
visited by " enthroned royalty ;" but members of the 
reigning families have frequently passed through : on 
the 2l8t of August, 1738, the Prince and Princess of 
Wales came to Reading by water : " they diverted 
themselves upon the Thames in tlieir barge, and sailed 
up the Kennet as far as High-bridge, where they were 
received with loud acclamations'' — ^In 1740, "^the 
Princess Amelia hunted in the neighbourhood ; the stag 
was roused near Billingbear, and ran 50 miles across 
the country — he crossed the Thames at Reading, Go- 
ring, and Whitchurch, and ran towards Aldworth: 
whea he was lost in the woods of Chapel-row. The 
Princess, on her return, took refreshment at the Crown 
Inn." — George II. and III. have passed through the 
town incog. In 1813, his present Majesty, when 
Prince Regent, paid a visit to R. Borough, Esq. at 
Basildon House, accompanied by his royal brother 
the Duke of Clarence, and many of the nobility. 
During their Royal Highnesses stay there, they were 
waited upon by the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses, 
and principal Inhabitants of the Borough, in a long 
train of carriages, and many hundreds following on 
horse-back. An address of congratulation was pre- 
sented to the Regent by the Mayor, Lancelot Aust- 
wick, Esq. in the name of the Body Corporate and 
Inhabitants generally; and his Royal Highness was 
pleased to offer the ionor of knighthood to his Wor- 
ship, which mark of condescension the worthy magis- 
trate respectfully declined. 
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CIVIC GOVERNMENT. 



To those who are embued with a taste for prset-o^ 
rian antiquities, there are few investigations more 
interesting, than in endeavouring to lift the veil which 
conceals ttie origin of civic authority — and more es- 
pecially of those officers, to whom, either by prescrip- 
tion or charter, are entrusted the conservation of the 
public <peace, and the administration of public justice, 
in cities and boroughs. The every-day occurrences 
of our tribunals 8ho#, that, notwithstanding the con- 
tinued enquiries which are making on this important 
subject — and although several commissions have been 
formed for the examination of the national records,-* 
it is still one on which much yet remains to be ieamt. 
Reading is a borough by prescription ; and there is 
no doubt but its corporate authority originated, like 
the municipal establisnments of most of our c^d towns, 
in a guild-mercatory. It is quite certain there was a 
guild here as early as the reign of Henry III. ; this 
fact is proved by the recitation of the charter of that 
Sovereign, in the Inspeximus of Edward III. which 
18 annexed in the note* — but the probability is, that 

* " EDWARDUS, Dei gratia, &c. Edward, by the grace of 
God, king of England and France, and lord of Ireland, to 
all archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons^ 
justices, viscounts, governors, magistrates, and to all our 
bailiffs, and faithful subjects, greeting. 
*' WE have inspected a charter, which the lord Henry of 
celebrated memory, formerly king of England, our proge- 
nitor, made, in these words : 

*« ' HENRY, by the grace of God, king of England, lord 
of Ireland, dnke of Normandy, of Acqnitaine, and earl of 
Anjou ; to all archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, 
barons, justices, viscounts, governors, magistrates, and to 
all our bailiffs, and faithful subjects, greeting. Know ye, 
that we will, and command for ourself and our heirs, that 
all the burgesses of Radinge who belong to the guild-mer- 
chant in Radinge, may be for ever free from all shires and 
hundred courts, and from all pleas, (placitis) complaints* 



d by Google 



HISTORY nV READIKO. M 

it esi^ed as early as tbe reign of Henry I. perhaps 
antecedently to the founding of tbe Abbey. A local 
historian (Mr. Man) observes, that the guild-merchanl 
was nothing more than ** a society of mechanics and 
tradesmen,'* formed for mutual advantage, " without 
pretending to interfere in the government of the 
Borough ;" but this statement is erroneous : there ia 
little reason to doubt that these guilds existed even 
before the Norman invasion; and in every instance 
where they were established, the local government 
was delegated to them. This was the case at London» 
at York, at Chester, and in most of our ancient 
cities ; nnd we may take it for pranted, Reading did 
not form a particular exception* The guild was un- 

tolls, passages, ways, and carriage ways, and that tfaey 
may buy and sell wheresoever tlvey will, throtighout all 
England, without paying toll, and no otie saay disturb thena 
tuider forfeiture of ten marks. Witness to these presents, 
the venerable father the archbishop of Canterbury, primate 
of anEng1aad,.Richd.carl of Cornwall our brother, Peter 
de Malund, Richard Fttsnicbolas, Bertram de Croill, John 
de Grey, Master William de Kilkenny archdeacon of Cor 
veotry, Henry de Wengh, Henry de Bathon, Robert Wale- 
rand, William de Grey, Nicholas de St. Maure, Irabert 
Pugeys, William Gerum, Roger de Bovin, and others. Given 
tinder our hand, at Portsmouth, the fifth day of July, in the 
37th year of oar reign.' " 

** Now we grant and confirm the above charter, with its 
contents, to the burgesses of the aforesaid town, their heirs, 
and successors, being burgesses of the said town, for us and 
our heirs, so far as the above charter reasonably witnesses; 
and in like manner as the same burgesses and their prcdeces- 
oors hare hitherto used and enjoyed, by these words above 
mentioned, that is to say, that the said burgesses may be 
undisturbed in every thing, pleas (placUis) only excepte<l. 

*' Witnesses to these presents, the venerable fathers, 
John, archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, 
Richard, of London, Richard of Chicliestcr, bishops ; Wil- 
liam de Bohun earl of Northampton , Thomas de Bellocampo 
«arl of Warwick, Thomas Wake de Lydell, Richard de 
Stafford, steward of our houseliold, and others. 

" Given under our hand at Westminster, the tenth 
day of June, in the eighteenth year of our 
reign over England, and in tho fourth over 
France-** 
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questionably the origin of the Corporation j aiid the' 
title of " Mayor '* succeeded here, as at other places, 
to that of the' " Keeper" or " Wardeo" of the civic 
frateruity. — ^It appears from the charter given in the 
preceding page, that no judicial power was coneedsd 
to the guild; indeed, the paramount authority was 
especially vested in the Abbot and Monks by Heniy I. 
and the privileges of the inhabitants were insignifi- 
cant and, considered in a modern point of view, worth-^ 
less. — Richard II. confirmed the charter of Edward ; 
as did Henry IV. and Henry V. It is in the charter 
granted by fifenry VI. that we first see a recognition 
of the title of Mayor ; and in the subsequent charters 
by Henry VII. Henry VIII. Edward VI. and their suc- 
cessors, the Body Corporate were stiled the "Mayor 
and Burgesses.** But Elizabeth was the great bene- 
factress of the Corporation : she enlarged their autho^ 
rity> and invested them with es<tates, fornDerly pa>rt of 
the Abbey lands ^ and repeatedly, during her long 
reign, visited and resided in the town^ a part of the 
dissolved Monastery being fitted up for her reception, 
and called the "Queen's House."t She ordained 
that there should be nine capital and sixteen secon- 
dary Burgesses, and that the Mayor, the primary and 
secondary Burgesses, should be the permanent Com- 
mon Council for the Borough,'* for the better order 
and goverament of men residing therein, and of the 
business of the Borough. It may be well, perhaps, 
to recite some of the provisions of the Queen's grant 
to the Corporation : 

* It wfts by this grant that the Body Corporate became 
liftHle to the repair aod rebuilding of the bridges in the 
Borough, and to find » school- inaster for the free-school 
.for ever. In this charter no less than nineteen bridges are 
mentioned, ineluding the south end of Caverslmm-bridgey 
seven in the old road, six leading from Caversham-bridgc, 
two between the old Guild-ball and Garrard's Cross, one in 
Duke-stveet, and one over the Malt Mill Brook. 

t The range of ancient brick buildings at the north side 
of St. Lawrence^s Cburch-yai^d were, in all probability* 
built in the reign of Elizabeth, and asod as» and called>the 
Queen* t stables^ 
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- " For the repair of the bridges, she ^ives the Mayor 
and Burgesses power to cut down and carry 50 trees 
called timber oaks, 30 thereof in her demesne of 
Whitley, and 20 others in the parish of Binfield ; and 
to di<f, take, and carry away, 200 loads of stones, 
called ragged, or free-stones, in the late monastery 
of Reading ; and to set to sale, carry awav, and take, 
two cottages or sheds, in the grange of tlie said late 
monastery, with the timber and roofs of the same, 
and the remains of a ruinous house, near the Abbey 
mill 

*^ Aad, in consideration that the mayor and bur- 
gesses shall acquit the crown, of ten pounds, to be 
paid yearly to the master of the free-school within 
the borough of Reading; and likewise of three pounds 
paid to the collector of the crown-rents in the said 
borough ; the queen grants to the corporation the 
said. crown-rents, to the amount of 26/. 19s. O^d. She 
likewise grants them the little Ort, and Ort lands, in 
Reading; the chapel, and site of the chapel, at Ca- 
vershaiii-bridge, and one rood of meadow adjoining, 
lately in the tenure of William Penyson, knt. ; and 
•William, marquis of Northampton, lately attainted of 
high treason; the tolls and profits of two fairs, yearly 
held in the outer court, called the Fmrburtfy in the mo- 
nastery of Readings lately in the tenure of the per- 
sons abof e-meutioned ; alt which had been leased for 
21 years to sir Francis Englefield, by queen Mary. 
The queen likewise grants the quit-rents of the same, 
being 3/. IZs. Od. reserving to the crown the annual 
rent of 7L 17s. for the said demesne lands, as it was 
reserved in queen Mary's lease. 

To this is added, " the gate-house, late the comp- 
ter-prison, and a tenement adjoining, near the mo^ 
nastery ; the school-house, then or lately in the pos- 
session of Thomas Thackam ; the conduit-close, with 
a tenement and garden ; a waste piece of ground, 
lying by the Vastem, under the wall of the aforesaid 
monastery; sixteen shops and shambles, in High- 
street, called the New Shambles ; the place called the 
Hermitage, and half an acre of land, on the west 
side of Caversham-bridge ; the site of the late chape). 
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called the Holy Ghost chapel> situate by Caversham- 
brid^e ; and a small eyot, formerly in the possession 
of William Penyson, knt. deceaded, parcell of the 
possessions of the late monastery of Reading ; a tene- 
ment in New-street, otherwise Frier-street, parcel of 
the possessions of the late monastery of Notley ; and 
several other tenements belonging to Jesus chantries, 
in the churches of St. Laurence, and St. Giles; and to 
Colney's chantry, in St. Mary's ; all which, with other 
emoluments, are valued at the clear yearly value of 
41/. 9s. 7d. to be held by fealty onl^, in soccage, and 
not in capite, the corporation paying yearly into the 
Exchequer 22/. of lawful money of England.'' 

It is then recited, that, " whereas a school, or gram-^ 
mar-school, founded and built by our predecessors, 
is in the borough, for edttcating' the boys of the inha- 
bitants of the said borough, and others, in literature ; 
we will and grant to the aforesaid mayor and capital 
burgesses of the borough of Reading aforesaid, that 
they, and their successors, for the time being, shaU, 
from time to time, when they please, nominate, elect, 
and appoint, one fit person to be and continue master, 
teacher, or instructor, in the same school, or gram- 
mar-school ; and that it may and shall be lawful, for 
the aforesaid mayor and capital burgesses, and their 
successors, from time to time, for any reasonable 
cause, to remove or expel the said master, teacher, or 
instructor ; or to substitute and admit the same, or 
any other in his place, as it shall seem expedient or 
necessary to the aforesaid mayor and capital bur- 
gesses, or to the major part of them, for the time 
being." 

The subsequent charters* have been so well epi- 
tomized by Mr. Coates, that no apology is offered tor 
transcribing his account of them : 

• " Chartered rights " hnre AfForiiecl fine scope for the 
ingenuity and cupidity df those ** learned in the law." With 
respect to the election of a Mayor, under these charters, it has 
been decided that the majority of the Aldermfin or Bur- 
gesses must be present at such election ; and if a charter be 
in part accepted, it is sufficient evidence of its acceptance 
in toto. 
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TBE.CHABTER OP KING CHARLES THE FIRST. 

The charter of king Charles the First declares the 
borough of Reading to be incorporated, by tlie name 
of the Miwor^ Aldermen, and Burgesses, of the bo- 
rough of Reading, in the county of Berks, and grants 
them the privilege of a common seal, with po)yer to 
break, change^ or make new the same, as shall seem 
expedient. 

'* The number of aldermen, of which the mayor is 
to be one, is appointed to be thirteen, with twelve 
assistants ; who are empowered to elect a mayor an- 
nually, upon the last Monday in August, who is to be 
aworn before the last mayor, the aldermen, and as- 
sistants, and is to enter upon his office on the Monday 
after the feast of St. Michael, the arch-angel, next 
following after such election. If the mayor should 
die, the aldermen are to nominate three, one of which 
is to be chosen by the rest and the assistants ; and, 
during the vacancy, the senior alderman is to officiate. 
Upon the death of any alderman, one of the assist- 
ants is to be chosen to supply his place ; and, on anv 
vacancy, one of the free, burgesses of the said borough 
is to be chosen an assistant by the mayor and alder- 
men. 

" The steward of the borough, who is to be * a 
discreet man, skilful in the law,' is to be elected by 
the mayor and aldermen ; and two burgesses are to 
be elected chamberlains, to receive and keep in the 
chamber of the said borough all, and all manner of, 
rents, fines, amercements, and revenues, belonging 
to the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, of the bo- 
rough aforesaid, who are to give in their accounts, 
yearly, to the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, or to 
the greater part of them ; and their accounts are to 
be read publicly, on the morrow after the ending of 
the said account, in the guild-hall of the said borough. 

" The coroner for the borough is to be elected by 
the mayor and aldermen, and is to continue in his 
office during their pleasure. Three Serjeants at mace 
are to be appointed, by the mayor for the time being, 
to serve in the courts, and to continue in office during 
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hu pleuore ; but ether officers are to be sworn by 
the uiayor and aldermen, and, in case of an equality 
of voices, the mayor is to have a casting-vote. 

" A deputy mayor may be appointed by the mayor 
for the time beini(, to officiate in case of sickness, 
absence, or any other impediment ; and, if my mem- 
ber of the corporation, duly elected into any office, 
shall refuse to exercise the said office, he may be fined, 
and on his refusal to pay the fine, he may be commit- 
ted to prison, and detained until he hath paid the same. 

" It is directed that the oaths of office shall be 
drawn up by the mayor and steward of the borough, 
and shall be administered by sir JSdward Clerk, the 
steward appointed by this charter, and Thomas Har- 
rison, gent, one of the first and present aldermen. 

" The mayor and aldermen of the borough, or the 
greater part of them, may remove aldermen, assist- 
ants, or chamberlains, from their office, for misbe- 
haviour, or any other just and reasonable cause. No 
alderman of the borough, unless he is very aged, and 
hath l)een four times mayor, nor any assistant, in 
order to decline the care and burden of government, 
may go out of the borough, with his family, to make 
his abode elsewhere, or may leave his office, without 
the consent of the mayor and aldermen, or the greater 

Eart of them ; and, iJF any one shall go out, or leave 
is office, he may be fined ; and, on refusal to pay the 
fine, may be imprisoned till it shall be paid. Every 
alderman and assistant is exempted from bearing 
arms ; so that every one so exempt shall provide at 
his own charge a fit man properly armed, to appear 
as often as the train-bands shall be mustered. 
• " Cottages are not to be built, nor large tenements 
divided into small; no house is to be covered with 
straw, nor any alien admitted to a residence in the 
borough, without the license of the mayor and alder- 
men, and any such person, if admitted, may be ex- 
pelled by the said mayor, aldermen, and burgesses. , 

" The mayor, aldermen, and assistants, may meet 
and make laws for the government of the borough, 
and of the tradesmen and inhabitants of the same, 
and of others coming into the town. They may 
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enact bye>laws for their own regulation, and for the 
.difieovery of any fraud or sophistication in the mak- 
inr or ^compounding of wares ; for victualling ^^f the 
aaid borough; for better restraint of buildkig of 
cottages, dividing of tenements, covering houses with 
straw, receiving of foreigners, ordering, disposing, 
and demising of lands. And these regulations are to 
be observed under such pains and penalties as shall 
be contained in the same laws, ordinances, and pro- 
visions ; and all fines and amerciaments are to become 
part of the public stocky and are not to be applied to 
any private purpose. 

" Tlie mayor and deputy mayur, the right rev. the 
lord bishop of Satisbury, and his chancellor or com- 
missary, tne senior alderman, and he that was, or 
shall be, the last mayor for the time being, and every 
of them, may and shall be the king's justices for keep- 
ing of the peace within the said borough, two of which 
may be a quorum, the mayor or deputy mayor being 
one ; and no other justice of the peace is to enter the 
said borough, or intermeddle therein in any manner. 
. " And It shall and may be lawfitl for the said 
mayor, deputy mayor, lord bishop, his chancellor or 
commissary, thye eldest alderman, and that alderman 
which was last n^iayor, whereof the mayor or deputy 
mayor is to be one, to have, hold, and keep, every 
year« at the four times of the vear, according to the 
form of a statute in that betialf provided, in the 
guild-hall of the said borough, or in some other con- 
venient place within the said borough, a general 
sessions of the peace, in as ample manner and form 
as justices of the peace in the said county may do and 
execute. 

" A court of record 4s to be holden on Wednesday 
in every week, except the weeks of Christmas, Easter, 
and Pentecost, before the mayor and aldermen, or 
deputy-mayor and aldermen, or any two of them, 
whereof the mayor or his deputy is to be one ; and, 
in the same court, they may hold, by plaint to be 
levied in that court, pleas of debt, trespass, or other 
personal plea^; so that the debt, damage, or value 
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demanded, do not fixceed the sum of ten pounds of 
lawful money of England ; with power of attachment 
and arrest, in ad ample manner and form as is accus- 
tomed in the city of London. And if such plaint, 
cause, or plea, shall happen to he involved in so japreat 
doubts and difficulties, that it cannot be fully deter- 
mined on the said Wednesday, the mayor and alder- 
men, or deputy-mayor and aldermen then present^ 
may, at their pleasure, adjourn to the next day, or 
the next court-day, from time to time ; and any two 
of them, whereof the mayor or deputy-mayor sh^l be 
one, may proceed to the full heariujr and'determina- 
tion thereof, and shall have and receive to their own 
use the accustomed fees and profits of the said court, 
and what the same judges in like cases have taken and 
had, or ought to take. 

*' Four attorneys of the court are to be appointed 
by the mayor and aldermen,^ during pleasure, who 
shall be sworn to execute their office faithfully, and 
shall take such fees as the mayor and aldermen shall 
appoint ; and, that all petty ^differences may be more 
easily composed between the poorer burgesses, parties 
may be examined upon oath in the said court of re- 
cord, and any plaint or suit may be determined; 
provided the debt, damage, or value, does not exceed 
the sum of five shillings. 

" There is likewise to be held, once in every week, 
a court called the orphan's court, for the government 
of the orphans of freemen or free-women of the said 
borough, who, by writing, or by their last ivills, shall 
bequeath their goods and chattels to the mayor and 
aldermen, and shall recommend such orphans to their 
tuition, according to the ancient custom, and in t)»e 
same manner ancl form as the court of orphans in the 
city of London. Provided always that the said court 
shall allow towards the education and maintenance of 
such orphans, according to the rate of four pounds at 
least in the hundred, for every year, so long as they 
shall remain in the tuition of the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgesses, of the borough aforesaid. The mayor, 
aldermen, and burgesses, are to be. responsible and 
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fjrive security, under their common seal, for restitution 
of all i^oods, and for the payment of all iums of money 
80 by them received. 

''The mayor for the time beini^, or his deputy, 
having taken his oath before the aldermen, shall exer- 
cise the office of clerk of the market, and shall have 
and exercise assize and assay of bread, wine, and ale, 
and do all things appertaining to the said office, and 
duly puniiih the transgression of the said assize of 
breads wine, and ale, and correct and amend the de- 
fects of weights and measures. 

" The mayor for the time being, together with the 
clerk deputed for taking recognizances of debts, ac- 
cording to the statute-merchant, and the statute of 
Acton-Bumell, shall have full power to take and re- 
ceive any recognizances of debts, and to make execu- 
tions, and do all things respectively belonging to such 
mayor and clerk, according to the form of the sta- 
tutes aforesaid. 

",The steward of the borough for the time being 
shall be clerk to the king, his heirs and successors, 
and shall receive recognizances of debts according to 
the statutes aforesaid ; and the said mayor and clerk 
shall have a seal, consisting of two pieces, namely a 
greater and a lesser piece, for the sealing of all re- 
cognizances ; and that the greater piece of the seal 
shall remain in the custody of the mayor, and the 
lesser piece of that seal in the custody of the clerk. 

" The mayor for the time being shall be bailiff of 
all rivers, streams, and waters, running within the 
said borough^ or the limits and precincts thereof; and 
shall have the survey and conservation of the same, 
and may take and have, for the use and support of 
the said corporation, all fines, amercements, and for- 
feitures, imposed upon any one offending in and about 
the said rivers, streams, or waters. 

" And, whereas the men and free burgesses of the 
borough ought, and are accustomed, to repair and 
support the bridges within the precincts thereof, and 
likewise one half of Caversham bridge, in considera- 
tion of the heavy burden which may fall upon them 
•en this account, it is ordered that the mayoi^, alder- 
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men, ftnd biiri^essesy shall receive of all the king's 
subjects^ foreiicnen to the liberties of the borough, 
passing the said bridges, for every wain laden, two- 

Eence ; and for every horse, laden with a pack, ohV 
alf-penny ; and of the owner or hirer of every barge 
passing through Caversham-brid^^e, four-pence. And 
in order to preserve the certain knowledge of the 
limits and bounds of the borough, it may and shall 
be lawful, for the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, to 
make a yearly perambulation of the same. 

" The mayur, aldermen, and burgesses, have li- 
cense to purchase and receive, manors, lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly 
value of 500 pounds ; and they have confirmed to 
them, by this charter, all former privileges granted 
by any charter or letters patent, or by whatever other 
lawful means, right, title or custom, had or used ; or 
under whatever name or form of incorporation grant- 
ed; including, byname, *' messuages, lands, tene- 
ments, waters, water-grounds, tithes, oblations, com- 
mon of pasture, purprestures, rents, revenues, serviced), 
fairs, markets, courts of pie-powder, view of frank- 
pledge, and uther courts; return of writs, fishings, 
waters, conservation of waters, banks, wharfs, keys, 
tronage, tolls, piccage, stallage, pontage, murage, 
goods and chattels, waifs, strays, treasure found, fines, 
amerciaments, profits, commodiciefl» advantages, emo- 
luments, hereditaments, gaols, free^schools, power of 
naming and removing a master or masters, a teacher 
or teaciiers of those schools, authorities, liberties, 
privileges, rights, jurisdictions, immunities, ease- 
ments, and exemptions, whatsoever.'' Dated at West- 
minster, December 17, 1638, in the fourteenth year 
of his reign. 

This is the governing charter of the borough, sub- 
ject to some slight alterations made by the charters 
of the second and tenth years of Charles the Second. 

llie charter of the second of Charles the Second 

directs, that the mayor, before he enters upon his 

office, shall be sworn before the recorder, instead of 

the last mayor, the aldermen, and assistants, as in the 

. preceding charter ; that every alderman and assistant 
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sballbe sworn before the mayor or recorder; and* 
that there shall be a capital steward within the said 
borough^ as also a skilful man in law, who shall be 
called a recorder. Here these two offices are made 
distinct, which had been united in the charter of 
Charles the First. 

The charter of the tenth of Charles the Second, 
after the usual preamble, and confirmation of all for* 
mer charters and privileges, grants to the mayor^ 
aldermen, and assistants, permission to have and to 
hold manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, and 
hereditaments, to such a yearly value as does not 
exceed 1000/. after all reprisals ; and these must be 
lands not held of the king in capite^ nor by knight's 
service. 

The last clause directs, "that the mayor, aldermen, 
burgesses, steward, and other officers of the borough, 
and their deputies, and all justices of peace within 
the said borough, before they are admitted to their 
respective offices, shall take the oath commonly called 
the oath of allegiance, as also the oath of supremacy.'^ 
And here it is to be observed, that the town clerk,* or 
common clerk, did not appear to be named in any of 
the preceding charters, though he was an ancient 
officer of the corporation. 

In the reign of James the Second, the corporation 
of Reading were compelled to resign their charter ; 
as were many other corporate bodies, throughout the 
kingdom. liut, on the 8th of March, 1685, it war 
restored; and the new charter was brought by sir 
Thomas Holt, the recorder, and Thomas Coates, esq. 
It was received, at the confines of the town, by the 
mayor, .aldermen, and all the other officers of the cor- 
poration, in their formalities, accompanied by a con- 
siderable number of gentlemen, who proceeded to the 
town-hall, where the charter was read, and the officers 
therein named were sworn ; ** and the night concluded 
with bells and bonfires, and all other expressions of 
loyalty." 

The king, however, did not think the corporation- 
of Reading sufficiently subservient to his purposes; 
for, on March 16, 1687, they received aa order to 
turn out three aldermen, and to elect three others fii 
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their room ; and some of the assistants were displacecf 
at the same time. In the foUowioj^ year was received 
a letter mandatory from king William, ordering Joha 
Bigg, esq. mayor, to be removed, and IVlr. Joseph 
May to be chosea an alderman in his room ; which 
was the last instance of the interference of the crown 
with regard to the officers, or the government, of the 
corporation. — The annexed curious document is worth 
preserving : 

** An Account how the Perambulation of thb 
Bounds and Limits of the Corporation of 
Reading was performed, on TnuRSDAVy the 
20th of Mat, 1714. 
" The mayor and company met at the couDcil-chamber 
about nine o*clock in the mornings, and, being attended by 
the bloe and green-coat boys, set out and went to the ut- 
most limits of the county of Berks, on that part of Caver* 
sham-bridge where the two counties of Ozon and Berks are 
divided ; and from thence we took boat and went down the 
middle of the river of ThaoMs, on the north-side of the 
island that lies ag^ainst Brigham's meads^ and so through 
the lock to the Kennet*8 mouth ; and from tbence up tb« 
river Kennet as far as the north-east end and corner of the 
lands called the Orte, having fisht all the waters both in the 
Kennet and Thames, according to our privilege by charter. 
From thence, where we landed, we went southward by the 
east part of the pale and out-bounds of the Orte, to the 
queen's highway there, which leads from Reading towards 
London ; and we drove two stakes into the ground, one on 
each side of the highway, which we crossed over at the 
north-east end of the lands caHed Spittle-fields ; and so we 
passed southward by the last part and outward bounds, 
namely, on (he east-side of the hedge of the said Spittle- 
fields to the south-east part and end of the same fields. 

" And from thence westward by the eastward part of the 
boundsof the south part of the aforesaid lands, where the 
hedges and ditches there lead to a lane called antiently 
Rudden> but now Red-lane,* and so up the said lane south- 
ward to the south-east part and end of the lands called the 
Crown-fields, and the grove called some time since Gaun- 
der's Coppice ; and from thence westward by the outer 
bounds, on the south-part of the said lands and grove, to 
the south-part and end of the Conduit-close. 

« Tbe oTlginal designation iras probably iZooiMand-^rrvm its lcad> 
fxg to Whitley- CroMr 
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" And from thence we went westward in the highway that 
leads from Reading to Shinfield, till we came into the road 
that leads from Reading to Whitley, and then we proceeded 
hy the east side of the highway, and fixt a stake there over 
against the east-end of a little lane called formerly Perrin'a 
lane, bat since known by the name of Cnt-throat-Iane, 
lying next to the King's-head, on the sooth-side of the field 
called Clerkenwell-field. 

'* Then we endeavoured, as onr charter granted by qneen 
Elizabeth directs, to pass through the whole length of the 
said lane ; but it being impassable for the mayor, &c. by 
reason the west end of it was over-run and filled up with 
brakes and bryers, and the seijesnt also coold not pass 
through it, we thought it necessary that the mace, being. the 
ensign of our authority, should be carried through the same, 
which was performed by a young man named Wm. Champ, 
of the parish of St. Laurence, in Reading. Then we went 
by the south part of a certain close there, called Pembard*s ; 
and so over a certain meadow there, called Landmead ; and 
so over the river Kennet, to the east end of a certain ditch 
lying between Vobney mead and Cowley mead. Having 
passed along the north bank of that ditch, westward, as far 
as we could, without crossing any other ditch, we turned 
northward, by the east side of a little ditch that comes from 
the brook called the Hallowed Brook, to the Foot-bridge, 
near Cowley ;* and then ivent westward, and passed through 
the south-west end of the mansion-house, and through the 
hall and gardens. 

" And so through all the lands of Cowley westward, tilt 
we came to the manor of Soutbcot, and from thence, north* 
ward, by the west part and outer lands of Cowley, near 
Southcot, to the hedges by the highway there which lead 
from Reading to Newberry ; and from thence westward to 
the south-west end part of Pilefield, in Battle, where a stake 
was fixt in the highway, and from thence, northward, in 
length, by the outer bounds of all the lands in Battle, as by 
the hedges and ditches there it is parted and divided be- 
tween the lordship of Tilehurst, and the aforesaid lands of 
Battle, into Pangbourn-road ; and turning eastward, we 
entered, and passed through, a house, called Bargent's, 
and so through the garden of the same, and by the 
aforesaid bounds, till we came round to the house called 
BHttle-farm, now in the possession of Mr. Clenton, who 
eater tained the mayor and aldermen iH the said house with 
* Colcy. 

E 2 



ed by Google 



52 H16TOBY OF READING r> 

a splendid refrethment, and treated all the whole conpanf 
that attended tbem with plentifo! chear. 

*' From the vaid houee, we went round the remainimc part 
of the boanda, and so to- the rlrer Thames, at Coom-hank* 
and there took boat again, and rowed through the middle of 
the rirer to the north part of the aforesaid Caversliam- 
bridge ; where oar circitit ended > aboot eight o'clock at 
night." 

Nearly all the charters of the town are in excellent 
preservation, with singrularly fine impressions of the 
seals. The charter of Henry VII. is splendidly deco- 
rated; the maririns beautifully painted, and the initial 
letter inclosing a full-length portrait of the King, 
richly illuminated, and in full regal emblazonry. As- 
a work of art, this curious document will vie with* 
some of the highest finished productions even of the 
present day. 



COMPANIES OF THE GUILD MERCATORY. 

It appears that the town was at a very early period'^ 
divided into five wards, each ward having a trade* 
guild or fraternity attached to it. 

The Mercers and Drapers* Company, 

lite Cutlers and Bell-founders* Company. 

The Tanners and Leather-sellers^ Company. 

The Clothiers and Cloth-workers' Company^ 

The Victuallers and Innholders* Company. 

Tliese local institutions may be; traced' to a date- 
nearly as early as the- Norman Invasion, and there is 
good reason to believe that they originated with our 
SSaxon ancestors.— Into one of these five companies 
every person was required to be admitted before he 
was free to exercise his trade, and the fines for ad- 
mission varied from five shillings to four pounds. 

In the Mercers' Company were included the mer- 
cers, drapers, haberdashers, pot'uaries, (dealers in< 
earthenware) chapmen, tailors, and cloth-drawers. 

The Cutlers* Company embraced the cutlers, bell- 
founders, braziers, pewterers,^ smiths, pinners, bar- 
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bcrs,* carpenters, joiners, fletchers, (flrrow-makers) 
wheelers, basket-makers, coopers, sawyers, brick- 
layers, card-makers (for wool-combers,) turners, 
plumbers, painters, and glaziers. 

The Tannert^ and Leather-^eUen^ Company included 
the tanners, leather-sellers, shoe-makers, curriers, 
viewers, saddlers, jerkin-makers, bottle-makers, col- 
lar-makers, and cobblers, t 

The Ciothiers^ Company included the clothiers, 
dyers, weatvers, sheer-men, shuttle-makers, and ash- 
burners. 

The Fictuatler^ Company % embraced the vintners, 
iunholders, bakers, brewers, butchers, fishmongers. 
Chandlers, malt-makers, flax-dressers, salters, and 
wood-mongers. 

* In 1443, in the early part of the fends betireeii the 
Rouses of York and Itancaster, the following order was is* 
Mied, intended, as Mr. Man suggests, to prevent *' unlaw- 
ful meetings" taking place in the common rendezTOus of k 
barber's shop : 

*' The Mayor and Burgettet of Reading grant and ofder, that from 
IhU tine fortrard no barber open any ahop, nor ahave any man after 
ten of the elorlc at night, between Eaiter and Uicbaelmag, nor after 
bine of the clock at night from MIcbaeimaa to Easter; but if It be 
any atranger, or any worthy man of the town, be ■ball pay 800 tllea 
to the Gaildhall of Rending, aa often time* as be i« foand guilty, to 
be received by the officers for the time being. Soon after this, John 
Brlntol was fined 2IOOtile8'for abariiig seven persons, contrary to the 
dirder, but the number was reduced to 1200, on account of hlspo- 
▼erty *' [This was rather a close shave for the poor barber. At this 
time thatch waa the general covering for all hoasea, and the object 
of the firne being paid in tilva Instead of money, was, no doubt, to 
Introduce their use at a means of preventing Are.] 

t The rules of this company are worth noticing for their 
liberality : No one was allowed to make shoes, excepting in 
Shoemakers-row, which extended from the east side of the 
street from the Forbury prate, to the Hallowed brook : no 
foreigner allowed to sell, unless on the fair-day ; shoe- 
makers to board and lodge their journeymen in their own 
bouses, if unmarried ; no bull or bear-baiting allowed du« 
rtng divine service on Sunday. What opinion will the piety 
of our day entertain of the neceaaity of such a restriction? 

X In the reign of Elisabeth, the price of ale and beer was, 
for double beer, 8s. per barrel, or 2|d. per gallon ; ale, 4s. 
per dozen ; small beer, 4s. per barrel : tlie retail price was, 
OMSt beer one penny the full quart, small beer a half-nenny. 
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At this time (Eliz.) ilie number of free men in tlie 
different companies was as under : 



Clotblen 3ft 

Drera 8 

weftTtrt • . 80 

8b«erneo 80 

Shuttle-maker ..... 1 

Ath.bnracr . . , . ^ . 1 

Tftnners 12 

Sboemakert ...,*• 12 

Carriera . , 2 

OloTcrt ....... 9 

Saddlert 6 

Jerkln-mekert 2 

ColUr^makert 2 

Cobblers II 

Mercers \h 

Drapers ..•..•• H 

Fotnaries . 2 

Haberdashers 8 

Cbapmen . • . . ^ . . 8 

Hosier 1 

Tailors 85 



Cloth-drawer ..... I 

Callers 4 

BelUfounders 3 

Brailers and Pewterers . . 6 

Smiths 9 

Pinners 8 

Barbers 6 

Carpenters 10 

Painters 2 

Joiners • 4 

Fletchers ..«,... 8 

Wheelers 2 

Basket makers 8 

Coopers « . 3 

Sawyers ....... 7 

Bricklayers 8 

Card-makers ...... 2 

Plumber . 1 

Turner 1 

Glaiiers 2 

Bottle, maker 1 



Makiniif a total of three hundred and one indi?iduai8 
free of the Guild Merchant. 

We have before adverted to the extraordinary se- 
cular privileges j^ranted to the Monastery by its 
royal patron — ^privilejfes which, in fact, placed the 
paramount judicial authority completely in the hands 
of the Abbot : he was empowered to hold courts not 
only for the punishment of ordinary ofiences, but 
even for the trial of capital charj^es, — the magisterial 
authority of the mayor, was little more than nominal, 
and the corporation were, in a great measure, merely 
dependents on the Abbny. As might be supposed, 
such an anamolous state of things gave rise to conti- 
nual disputes, and appeals to the superior tribunals 
from the oppressive decisions of the monastic courts, 
were by no means unfrequent. The Abbot claimed 
the right of electing the mayor and burgesses, and. 
acted upon it ; he did not condescend to take the opi- 
nion or the town on such elections, and in all proba- 
bility the persons he appointed were sufficiently 
obnoxious to the inhabitants of the borough. At 
last, temp. Henry VII. the corporation resolved to 
lay their grievances before Fox, then Bishop of Win» 
Chester, and Sir Charles Daubeny, the Lord Cham- 
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berlain ; tbe result was, that the Guild Mercatoiy, as 
a body corporate, was formally acknowledged — ^and 
instead of the Abbot nominating the mayor, the bur- 
gesses were to select three persons, one of whom was 
to be appointed by the Abbot to that office. Bui, in 
other respects, the dependency of the borough on the 
monastery was confirmed ; it was ordered that " all 
the elections be made in the lete (let) and law-day 
of the seid Abbot of hU seid toum ;" and no person 
could be admitted to the freedom of the borough 
without giving formal notice to him, in order that he 
might share in the fine. The dissolution of the mo- 
nasteries, however, in the next reign, put an end to 
this degrading servitude, and as the power of the 
Abbot declined, that of the body corporate arose, and 
gradually settled down to the authority and privileges 
which, with few excptions, they now possess. 

With respect to the Guild Mercatory, a few further 
remarks may suffice : It has been well observed, that 
although their controul in the town was very limited, 
yet, as it respected their own members, they assumed 
a despotic authority : they elected such freemen as 
they pleased to the subordinate offices of the corpo- 
rate body, and if they refused to take the oaths, fined 
them at their discretion ; and it was not till 1673, 
that the amount of the fine was specifically fixed at 40/. 
and soon afterwards reduced to 20/. The fine inflicted 
on an alderman, who declined the office, was also ar- 
bitrary, sometimes being fixed at 20/., and at others 
at 100 marks. In 1642, Mr. Edward Hamblin, who 
was elected alderman, refused the oaths, when he was 
fined 100 marks, and, refusing payment, was com- 
mitted to the Compter prison-— a gate-house, between 
St. Lawreuce's church, and the present public-office, 
leading into the Forbury. He was a royalist^ but was 
eventually discharged, after compounding for his 
estate with the regicide commissioners, in the sum of 
36/. 6s. 8d. Occasionally, the corporation proceeded 
to disfranchise and expel refractory members. We 
have an instance before us of a political offender — a 
free-spoken personage, like the Burdetts or Hunts 
of the present day : 
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*' Infismuch ns Joseph Saunders, one of the said bur- 
gesses, for seditioo, and Rlanderoiift and opprobrious irords, 
by him openly spoken against the King's* honorable coun- 
t\\, by their couimandmcnt was committed to punishment 
on the pillory, on the market-day, and there to stand all the 
market time, and then bnth his ears cut off: And after , for 
other seditious, lewd, and slanderous words, by him at sundry 
times arfter that spoken, to the groat ()ertnrberance and dis- 
(Juietnesa of his honest neighbours, it was therefore thought 
fit, by the said mayor and burgesses, that the said Josepk 
Saonders be no fit man to continue of the said company — 
whereupon the said mayor and burgesses, with one assent 
and consent, for the causes aforesaid, the said day and year, 
have expelled and discharged the said Joseph Saunders^ 
from the said hall and company for erer." 

Amongst other absurd privileges claimed by the 
Guild, as we have before noticed, was that of prohibi- 
ting any one to exercise his trade or calling in the 
town, unless he had been previously admitted to the 
freedom of the company ; and we have a remarkable 
instance on record, of the exercise of it in the per- 
son of a poor barber : 

" July, 1545. — Robert Hooper, a'barber, being fi foreigner^ 
\\, e. a non-resident, or strangev] was this day agaiu or- 
dered to be gone out of the town at his peril, with his wife 
and children." 

The process after this order was nummary and ef- 
fectual : the town Serjeants were commanded to shut 
up bis shop, and see him and his family beyond the 
borough limits. Thank heaven, with all the absur* 
dities which still appertain to corporate rights, such 
acts of abominable tyranny are no longer tolerated. 
The different gradations and distinctions of trade were 
closely watched : there was a line drawn to mark the 
bounaary between the trade of the carpenter and the 
joiner, a line which, in these happier days, it would 
be difficult to describe; and the sawyers were restricted 
from meddling with either of them. In like. manner, 
the shoe-^makers were prohibited from mending, in- 
asmuch as that would trench on the mechanical rights 
of the worshipful Company of Cobblers. 

* Edwird VI. 
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^\Tieii' all these rcstrirtiona on Ac " free-trade " of 
<the borough ceased to exist,* cannot now be ascer- 
tained with any deo;ree of accuracy, but certainly 
more than a century has elapsed since the obsolete 
authority of the Guild Mercatory has been exercised 
— and the town is open to the establishment of any 
trade or business, be the parties originating them 
residents or " foreigners." 

LIST OF MAYORS. 

The following is a list of Mayors of the Borough,, 
from the erection of the office by charter, 1st Henry 
IV. to the year 1831. Such as have a star prefixed to 
their names have been Members of Parliament for 
the Borough of Reading : 



First of Henry IV. 

1399 * Robert Hay 

1400 Robert Hay 

1401 'John HuQttngford 

1402 Robert Markham 

1403 * WilliHin Kenaet 

1404 •John Hunt 

1405. John Hunt 

1406. Jolin Hunt 

1407 Robert Markham 

1408 John Hunt 

1409 * William VVyntoa 

1410 * Robert Levi ngton 
4411 John Huntingford 

Henry V. 

1412 Robert Hay 

1413 William Huntingford 

1414 * John Clarke 

1415 William Kennet 

1416 * John White 

1417 3ohn Hunt 

1418 R. Morris, or Mores 
.1419 William Wynton 



1420 William Wynton 

1421 William Huntingford 

1422 * Robert Morris, jun. 

1423 * Thomas Levingitoa 

1424 * Simon Porter 

1425 John Burton 

1426 Thomas Levingtoa 

1427 • John Kyrkby 

1428 Simon Porter 

1429 John Kyrkby 

1430 * Simon Kent 

1431 * Simon Ladbrook 

1432 John Kyrkby 

1433 Robert Mores 

1434 John Kyrkby 

1435 Thomas Swayne 

1436 William Hunt 
437 William Hunt 

1438 W.BrusseUorBryssely 

1439 William Selham 

1440 John Veyr 

1441 Robert Morys 

1442 Simon Porter 



* It k to be hoped the phrase ** free-trade" will not be 
• understood according to its modern political acceptation. 
.'Such '* free- trade" is already proved to have been the great- 
est curse that everbefel the country, aod is quite worthy of 
: the qimcks and heartless ''liberals" from whom it emanated. 
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1443 WilUam Sclbam 

1444 Edward Ly nacre 

1445 William Bryssely 

1446 William Hunt 

1447 John West 

1448 JohnSayer 

1449 Thomas Clerk 

1450 John Chamberlain 

1451 Simon Porter 

1452 Edward Lvnacre 

1453 William Rede 

1454 William Rede 

1455 William Rede 

1456 William Rede 

1457 John Chamberlain 

1458 • Thomas Beke 

1459 Thomas Beke 

1460 • Thomas Clerfce 

Edward IV. 

1461 Thomas Gierke 

1462 Thomas Beke 

1463 William Lyoacire 

1464 William Rede 

1465 Thomas Clerke 

1466 John Back 

1467 William Rede 

1468 William Lynacre 

1469 William Rede 

1470 John Upston 

1471 Robert Queddington, 
or Quedhampton 

1472 WilUam Lynacre 

1473 John Upston 

1474 William Pernecott 

1475 William Pernecott 

1476 Stephen Dunster 

1477 William Lynacre 

1478 John Baxter 

1479 John Baxter 

1480 William Lynacre 

1481 Thomas Mill 

1482 Stephen Ddnster 

Edward V. 

Richard 111. 

1483 John Baxter 



1484 John Langham 

1485 John Langham 

Henry VII. 

1486 John Langham 

1487 The same 

1488 The same 

1489 The same 

1490 John Baxter 

1491 * Christian Nicholas 

1492 The same 

1493 The samel but no re- 

>lnrn by the 

1494 The same J Abbot' 

1495 John Baxter 

1496 The same 

1497 Christian Nicholas 

1498 • Richard Cleche 

1499 Christian Nicholas 

1500 John Wilcox 

1501 Thomas PiKkerage 

1502 Richard Cleche 

1503 John Turner 

1504 Thomas Carpenter 

1505 Richard Cleche 

1506 Tliomas Carpenter 

1507 Christian Nicholas 

1508 Thomas Carpenter 

Hbnry VIII. 

1509 Thomas Carpenter 

1510 William White 

1511 William Gifford, or 
JeflTord 

1512 William Watts 

1513 * William Justice 

1514 John Pownsar 

1515 John Hopton 

1516 Thomas Bye, who died 
Dec. 27, and was succeed* 
ed bv William Justice 

1517 William IValts 

1518 William Watts 

1519 John Hopton 

1520 William Giifard 

1521 Thomas Everard 

1522 • Nicbolafl Hyde 
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1523 Ricfasrd Tomer 

1524 WillUm Giffard 

1525 Thomas Ererard 

1526 Richard Araaa 

1527 Richard Tomer 

1528 John Vansby 

1529 Thomaa Ererard 

1530 Richarn Aman 

1531 Richard Tamer 

1532 William Style 

1533 John Rede 

1534 Thomai Everard, who 
died in his mayoralty and 
was succeeded -by Richard 
Tamer, for a quarter of a 
year 

1535 Richard Aman 

1536 John White 

1537 Richard Turner 

1538 Tliomas Mirth 

1539 * Richard Justice 

1540 * William Edmonds 

1541 Richard Tamer 

1542 John White 

1543 Richard Turner 

1544 John White 

1545 Richard Justice 

1546 * John Bourne 

Edward VI. 

1547 John Bourne 

1548 • John Bell 

1549 John Bnckland 

1550 William Edmunds 

1551 * Thomas Aid worth 

1552 John Bourne 

QuBBN Mary 

1553 * Robert Bowyer 

1554 Edward Butler 

1555 John Bell 

1556 Thomas Turner 

1557 Thomas Aldworth 

QUBBN ElIZABBTH 

1558 Robert Bowyer 

1559 Edward Butler 
4560 Thomas TiirMr 



1561 *Thoma8 Conyers 

1562 John Bell 

1563 John Bnckland 

1564 John Phipps 

1565 John Kendrick 

1566 Richard Watlin^^ton 

1567 Thomas Turner 

1568 Hnmphrey Jackson 

1569 Richard Johnson 

1570 Robert Bowyer 

1571 * Thomas Aldworth 

1572 John Ockham 

1573 William Lendall 

1574 Richard Watliogton 

1575 Edward Butler 

1576 Richard Aldeirortlie 

1577 William Fyneemore 

1578 Richard Johnson 

1579 John Webb 

1580 Thomas Kendrick 

1581 Edward Butler 

1582 Richard Watlington 

1583 Elizeus Burges 
4584 Richard Aldworthe 

1585 Richard Turner 

1586 William Fynnemore 
i587 Richard Johnson 

1588 Thomas Lydall 

1589 Richard Watlington 
:1590 Robert Harris 

1591 Thomas Deane 

1592 Elizeus Burges 

1593 Richard Aldworthe, he 
died in his mayoralty, ami 
was succeeded by Richard 
Watlington 

1594 Richard Turner 

1595 Robert Reve 

1596 Barnard Harrison 

1597 Thomas Lvdall 

1598 Robert Harris 

1599 Thomas Deane 
J600 John Blage 

1601 Edward Burniogham 

James J. 

1602 John Webb 
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1603 John Bill 
4604 JohnThorne 

1605 Bernard HarriMm 

1606 Thomas LydaU 

1607 Nicholas Ganter 

1608 Thomas Deane 

1609 John Blage 

1610 Edward Burningham 

1611 Thomas Turner 

1612 Richard Turner 
16L3 Robert Reeve 

1614 William Malthus 

1615 Robert Knight 

1616 Christopher Turner 

1617 William Ironmonger 

1618 Nicholas Gunter 

1619 Walter Bateman 

1620 Thomas Turner 

1621 Anthony KnlfHit 

1622 Robert Maltlms 

1623 Robert Knight 

1624 Christopher Turner 

Charles 1. 

1625 William Ironmonger 

1626 Nicholas Gunter 

1627 Nicholas Gnnter 

1628 Nicholas 6unt«r 

1629 Walter Bateman 

1630 Thomas Turner 

1631 John T>Ieiirman 

1632 William Kendriclc 

1633 Robert Malthus 

1634 Robert Kent 

1635 John Dewell 
h>36 George Thorne 

1637 Anthony Brack stone 

1638 Richard Burren 

1639 John Jennings 

1640 Thomas^ Harrison 

1641 Peter Burn inghnm 

1642 Thomas Thnckham 

1643 William Brackstone 

1644 Simon Dee 

1645 George Wool d ridge 
:]646 Richard Holloway 
1647 John Harrison 
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1648 Tliomas Batemaa 

1649 I'ettfr Thome 

1650 James Arnold 

1651 William Wilder 

1652 John Webb 

1653 Henry Frewin 

1654 WilKam Mills 

1655 Thomas Cope 

1656 Richard Aldvrrigbt 

1657 Richard Holloway 
(658 Joel Stephens 

1659 Joel Stephens 

CHARLR8 II. 

1660 Robert James 

1661 Samuel Jemmat 

1662 George Thorne 

1663 Thomas Sickes 

1664 Thomas Cienton 

1665 Robert Creed 

1666 * Thomas Coates 

1667 Wm. Brackstone, Jan. 

1668 Robert Tirrell 

1669 Michael Reading 

1670 Thomas Tilleard 

1671 John Blake 

1672 Richard JohnsoB 

1673 Giles Pocock 

1674 Samuel House 

1675 George Goswell 

1676 R. Tbornborough 

1677 Henry Stead 

1678 Thomas Harrison 

1679 David Webb 
16S0 Francis Terrell 

1681 Miehael Readinff 

1682 John Thorne 

1683 John Blake 

James H 

1684 WiUiam Lambdeti 

1685 Richard Johnson 

1686 Giles Pocock 

The Charter was surren- 
dered. 

1687 Thomas GosweU 
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Wh^lIam and Mary. 

1688 Hagh Champion wai 
nominated ; but, on the 
restoration of the Charter 
by king James, 

Charles Calrerley was 
chosen and served 

1689 Francis Terrell 

1690 John Thome 

1691 Richard Larabden 
1692; John Saunders 

1693 John Thome, jim. 

1694 James Qiiarrington 

1695 Samuel Watlington 

1696 William Moore 

1697 Thomas Oades 

1698 Francis Browne 

1699 Thomas Terrell 

1700 Francis Morgan 

QuEEK Anne. 

1701 Robert Noake 

1702 John Merrick, M. D. 

1703 William Wilder 
1704. Moses cm 

1705 Luke Wise 

1706 John Abery 

1707 Francis Bristoir 

1708 Thomas Piercey 

1709 Robert Parren 

1710 Robert Blake 

1711 Samuel Watlington 

1712 Thomas Terrell 

1713 John Merrick, M. D. 

George I. 

1714 William Wilder 

1715 Moses Gill 

1716 Luke Wise 

1717 John Abery 

1718 Thomas Piercey 
17W Robert Parran 

1720 Robert Blake 

1721 Richard Richard» 

1722 John Watts 

1723 William Everett 

1724 Luke Wise 



1725 John Abery 

1726 Thomas Pearcey 

George II. 

1727 Richard Richards 

1728 John Watts 

1729 William Everett 

1730 Jeria Ironmonger 

1731 John Thorne 

1732 Thomas Noake 

1733 John Abery 

1734 Abraham Watlington . 

1735 Edward Lambden 

1736 John Spicer 

1737 Thomas Pearcey 

1738 Richard Richards 

1739 William Everett 

1740 Jeria Ironmonger 

1741 John Thorp 

1742 John Abery 

1743 A. Watlington 

1744 John Spicer 

1745 Richard Tilleard 

1746 Wm. Armstrong 

1747 John Dredge 

1748 John Harrison 

1749 Thomas Flory 

1750 John Richards 

1751 John Hocker 

1752 Harry Austin Deane 

1753 Ben. Armstrong 

1754 Richard Fisher 

1755 A. Watlington 

1756 John Spicer 

1757 Richard Tilleard 

1758 John Hocker 

1759 John Dredge 

1760 John Richards 

George III. 

1761 Harry Aiislin Deane 
1762. Ricbard Fisher 

1763 Richard Westbrook 

1764 Francis WhitchurcU 

1765 Richard Tilleard 

1766 John Coates 
1^767 Adam Smith 
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1768 William Blandy 

1769 John Dredge 

1770 Jobo Richards 

1771 Richard Fisher 

1772 Richard Westbrook 

1773 Francis Whitchurch 

1774 William BlandjTj sen. 

1775 John Deaoe, sen. 

1776 John Ererett 

1777 Edw. Skeate White 

1778 William Knapp 

1779 Thomas Deane 

1780 Robert Micklem 

1781 Edward Micklem 

1782 Henry Deane 

1783 Martin Annesley 

1784 John Deane, jnn 

1785 JohnTaylor, M.D. 

1786 Thomas Hanson 

1787 John Bailey 

1788 Richard Maul 

1789 Thomas Gleed 

1790 Will'iam Knapp 

1791 Thomas Deane 

1792 Robert Micklem 

1793 Henry Deane 

1794 Martin Annesley 

1795 John Bailey 

1796 Richard Maul 

1797 Thomas Gleed 

1798 Charles Poulton 

1799 Thomas West 

1800 William Blandy 
The following (says Mr. Man) is the present mode 

of electing the Mayor : On the day of election, which 
always takes place on the first Monday after St. Bar- 
tholomew's day, the aldermen being assembled in the 
council chamber, choose three of their members to be 
put in nomination to serve the office, this done, they 
all retire into the town hall, where the nomination is 
proclaimed ; they then return to the council chamber 
leaving the three candidates in the hall, where being 
re-assembled, they, together with the burgesses, elect 
one of the three to be Mayor, which is generally in 
rotation. However, from^ the adoption of this mode it 



1801 Richard Westbrooic 

1802 Richard Richards 

1803 Lancelot Aostirtck 

1804 George Gilhertson 

1805 John Stephens 

1806 Martin Annesley 

1807 Richard Maul 

1808 Thomas Gleed 

1809 Charles Poulton 

1810 William Blandy 

1811 Richard Westbrook 

1812 Lancelot Austwick 

1813 George Gilbertson 

1814 W. Andrews, sen. 

1815 John Blandy 

1816 Wm,B. Simonds 

1817 Thomas Sowdon 

1818 Robert Harris 

1819 Thomas Ward 

George IV. 

1820 Wm. Stephens 

1821 Henry Deane 

1822 Thomas Garrard 

1823 W.Andrews, Jan. 

1824 Henry Simonds 

1825 Herbert Lewis 

1826 George Higgs 

1827 William Quelch 

1828 MusgraveLamb 

1829 Thos.G.Curties 

William IV. 

1830 J. J. Blandy. 
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U evident^ that by the redaction of three of their bre- 
thren, who are thus excluded from voting on this oc- 
casion, the choice of the Mayor for the ensuini^ year, 
greatly dependiB on the burgesses, supposing the whole 
number to be present ; the latter being twelve in 
number, the former only ten. 

JURISDICTION OF THE MAYOR. 

There is no doubt that the local authorities at 
one period possessed extensive rights on the river ; 
but by the operation of the several acts of parliament 
which have been passed for the improvement of the 
Thames' navigation, they have sunk into disuse, and 
have been abrogated. This jurisdiction extended 
even beyond Henley, to Marlow and Cookham f and 
it is conjectured,* that Maidenhead-bridge was the 
boundary. It is certain the corporation exercised 
their right by keeping swans on the river, in various 

S laces ; for in the early part of the 16th century (1522) 
ichard Beme, the keeper, in his return, stated, that 
there were at Hambledon-miUs two white swans, at 
Kellerman three, at Marlow-bridge one, and one at 
Cookham. This is the more worthy of notice, inas- 
much as the corporation of Henley now claim the 
conservancy of the river, for a considerable distance 
in front and beyond the town northwardly ; yet it 
would appear that the Mayor of Reading had then a 
paramount jurisdiction. But so far back as 1457» 
the mayor farmed the swans on the Thames, then 
only eight in number, to Thomas Ben well, who took 
upon himself all attendant charges, and was to pay 
yearly to the mayor three cygnets. This agreement, 
however, was cancelled, and at last the care of the 
swannery was confided to a regular keeper, with a 
salary of 20s. yearly. Till the reign of James II. the 
corporation claimed toll for all barges passing imder 
Caversham-bridge, but it was resisted by some Ox- 
ford barge-masters, and, on a hearing in the Exche- 
quer, the right of toll was annulled. 

• Man. 



d by Google 



64 



HISTORY OF beading; 



HIGH STEWARD, RECORDER, &c. 

The present High Steward of the Borough, is that 
excellent nobleman, the Viscount Sidmoutli. llie 
office is one of considerable antiauity ; and the fol- 
lowing list of those who have had the honor of filling* 
the situations of High Steward and Recorder, is, we 
believe, tolerably correct i 

HIGH STEWARDS*. 



1640 Thos. Lord Cromwell 
1566 The Earl of Leicester 
1588 Sir Henry Neville 
1588 The Earl of Essex 
1614 Robt. Earl of Banbury, 

Ktiled the ** LordKnoUes" 
1630 The Earl of Holland 
1654 Robt. Hannmond, Esq. 

he died in the same year. 



and was sacceeded by E« 
Whitelocke, Esq. Lord 
Keeper, afterwards Lord 
Whitlock 
1674 Henry Earl of Claren- 
don 
1716 William Earl Cadogan 
1798 The Right Hon. Henry 
Addington. 



RECORDERS. 



1560 John Ockham, Queen 
Elizabeth's Charter 

Edn'ard Clerke 

1606 Edward Clerke, jun. 
knighted in 1625 

1638 Sir Thomas Manwar- 
ing, knight 

1645 Daniel Blagrave, Esq. 

1656 Richd. Bulstrode, Esq. 

1658 Daniel Blagf ave, Esq. 

166(^ Edward Dalby, Esq. 

1685 Sir Thomas Holt 



1687 Thomas Pettit, Esq. 

1720 Richd. Pottenger, Esq>, 
• 1739 Charles Hopson, Esq. 

1755 John Dalby, Esq. 

1768 T.S. Dalby, Esq. 

1779 John Simeon, Esq. 

1812 Chas. Abbott, Esq. (af- 
terwards Lord Tenterden) 

1817 W. Bolland, E^q. (af- 
terwards Baron Bolland) 

1830 H. A. Merewether, Esq. 
Serjeant at Law. 



1686 John Dalby, Esq. 
It doea not appear that any especial duties were or 
are attached to the office of High Steward — althou&^h 
it ifi probable, as he was originall^r appointed by the. 
Abbot, that he occasionally presided in the para- 
mount civic court of the monastery.^ It is pretty cer- 
tain, that in th« beginning of the sixteenth century, 
both tlie Steward and Recorder were considered high 
official personages, and in 1510 were appointed to 
administer the oaths to the Mayor and Burgesses. 
Soon after this, their duties were more defined : the 
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Uader-Steward, or Recorder^ presidiog in the Law 
Courts of the Borot^h — whilst the office of Hif h- 
Steward became, as it is now, a mere honorary difr> 
tinction. There can be little doubt, however, that at 
one period he was considered as an useful local 
iippendage to the royal influence, and as a neces- 
sary check on the almost re^^al authority of the Lord 
Abbot. This may be more than inferred by a re- 
ference to the illustrious names at the head of the 
preceding list — the proud and powerful minions of 
four successive sovereigns, and the obsequious crea- 
ature of a regicide dictator. — ^After the period of 
turmoil which prevailed during the reign of the two 
Charles's and of James, the judicial offices of the 
Borough were managed in a way more consonant with 
the privileges which the British constitution extends 
to all those who have the happiness to live under it, and 
- the place of High Steward became merely nominal, 
ludeed, of so little importance was it for along period 
considered, that from the death of the Earl of Ca- 
dogan, (who was elected in 1725,) to 1798, when Mr. 
Addington, now Lord Sid mouth, was chosen to the 
office — an interval of nearly seventy years, — ^the place 
remained altogether vacant.* 

Some rather extraordinary — ^we cannot say ex 
officio, — acts, have, nevertheless, marked the proceed- 
ings of those who have been appointed High Steward. 
Li 1539, the assent of Lord Cromwell was to be obtained 
previous to the election of a Mayor ; but, it has been 
well observed, this proves nothing as to particular 
right, for Cromwell was the Visitor-General of the 
suppresed Abbeys, and as the Abbots had, anteee- 
dently, nominated the Chief Magistrate, the proced- 
ing might have originated in an ecclesiastical, not in 
a civil, exercise of expiring power. It may, never- 
theless, be understood, that the High Steward has 

• A local and generally -weU-lnformed historian sa3rs, that 
when the question of Mr. Addmgton^s appintment was mooted 
in the corporate conclave, it was carriea by a very small ma- 
jority, not out of any disrespect to Mr. A. but the office was 
considered quite unnecessary ! 

F 



d by Google 



66 HISTOBY OP RSADINO 

frequently been the medium of communication 
between the Corporation and the Crown ; and we find 
that> temp. Charles L the Earl of Holland was de- 
puted to inform the King, that the Borough was 
totally unable to pay the quota of ship-money de« 
manded from it. In 1622, the Earl of Wallinjrford 
assumed the authority of granting a license to John 
Bunsday, to kill flesh meat in Lent ; and, in the same 
year, he took upon himself to decree, that the salary 
of Sir Edward Clerke, the Recorder, should be " six 
pounds per annum, according to the opinion of the 
counsel they had sent him/' It would seem that Sir 
Edward was dissatisfied with this decision, for he 
contrired to exact larger fees, till at last he was 
ejected, and Mr. Saunders, M. P. appointed in his 
place ; and notwithstanding his repeated and urgent 
ap?)lications, he was not restored to the office till 
1625, and was then obliged to submit to the rather 
galling condition of associating Mr. Saunders with 
him in office, as well as in profits. But this duplicate 
Recordership terminated with the renewal of the 
charter by Charles I. when Sir Edward Clerk e's sole 
authority was formally acknowledged. 

It appears that the first High^teward, appointed 
by the Body Corporate, ea officio, was in the time of 
Henry VIII. soon after the Abbey was dissolved, when 
Lord Cromwell was elected. "The earliest notice we 
have of the fact, is contained in the Corporation re- 
cords, where we find he attended the election of 
Mayor in 1539. The fall of that clever but pusilla- 
nimous minister, in the following year, is matter of 
national history. From that perioa till 1566 no men- 
tion is made of the office, ana the probability is, that 
it was not occupied; it was then filled by Lei- 
cester, the Queen's favourite, who retained it till his 
deaths in 1588.* Sir Henry Neville succeeded ; and 

* The Royal fovonrites, two eentories and a half ago, were 
differently treated to those of the present day : althooffh Elisa- 
beth*! attachment— "we may say her affection— to the Earl was 
notorlons, we nevertheless find, that at his death, aU his effects 
were pabUcly sold to pay Mi MU to the Crown, 
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his successor, the Earl of Essex, was complimented 
by the subserviency of the Body Corporate, with the 
" piivilege" of nominating one of the members for 
the Borough, and afterwards it Mras ckimed by him 
and others, who followed in the office, as one of the 
*' prerogatives" of the Stewardship. This was one 

Sroof of the wisdom of our ancestors, in the " golden 
ays of good Queen Bess.'* The fate of the '* un«- 
liappy favourite" is well known : he was beheaded 
for endeavouring Ko excite insurrection in London, 
by means which showed that he was eminently en« 
titled to the restraint of a strait-jacket. The Eail 
of Banbury, next in succession, not contented with 
the nomination of one member, was desirous of re- 
turning both of the Borough Representatives; the 
Corporation had the spirit to oppose the design of 
the ambitious Peer, and he tendered his resignation 
with true aristocratical hauteur,— not, however, with- 
out condescending to name Richard Earl of HoUand» 
as High Stewaro, which was readily acceded to.— 
Smollett describes Richard as one of the '* worthless 
favourites" of the Scotch Solomon, — whilst White- 
lock says, he was *' a noble gentleman^ full of gene- 
rosity," and so forth. Like otner ** generous" beings 
of the present day, he contrived to amass an enor- 
mous fortune ; and when the troubles broke out in the 
reign of Charles L he evinced his gratitude to the 
cause of royalty, by joining the implacable enemies 
of that unfortunate IVfonarch. In 1643, however, he 
ratted from the '* Roundheads," and went over to 
the Royal garrison of Wallingford, and, it would 
seem, remained faithful to the Sovereign, for soon after 
the decapitation of the King, he was brought before 
Bradshaw and the sham High Court of Justice, and 
sentenced to lose hia head, which was executed on 
the 9th of March, 1649.* The office now remained 
vacant five years ; and in 1654, it was conferred on 

* Clarendon says, he was so weak on the scaffold, that he 
could not have lived much longer ; and when bis head was cut 
off, UtUe blooditowed. 

F 2 ' 
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Colonel Hammond^ one of the most obsequious tools 
of the regicide Dictator ; but he retained the place 
two years only, and was succeeded by another of 
Cromwell's followers — ^Bulstrode Wbitelock. At the 
Restoration, he retired to his house near Henle]^, and 
then Henry, second Earl of Clarendon, was appointed. 
Previous to the Blectiou of Mr. Addington, in 1798, 
the freedom of the Borougb^ in a gold box, was pre- 
sented to him. 

RECORDERS OF READING. 

This office is distinctly recognized in the charter,* 
which directs that he must be a discreet man, learned 
in the law, and fit : 'the Corporation have the power 
of dismissing him. — ^The following were the duties 
especially imposed on the Recorder, in the sixth of 
Elizabeth :— 

** Imprimis. That he, or his sufficient deputy, shall 
be present at every court to see justice indifferently 
administered to all parties. 

. Item. That he make out, in the mayor's name, all 
precepts, warrants, attachments, distringas, and levies, 
according to the order of the law. 

Item. That he, as in him shall lie, shall foresee, 
that the said mayor in all things be saved harmless, 
as well concerning the execution of the court, as the 
execution of the clerk of the market, and also as 
justice of the peace, so that the said Mayor will be 
advised by him. 

Item. That he in all causes, concerning the com- 
mdnalty of the hall, as return of writs for the parlia- 
ment, supplications and letters, be general solicitor, 
and in all causes concerning the mayor and burgesses 
and commonalty of the hall, as well within the town 
as without, so that always if he be about any such 
business forth of the town, his costs and charges 
always to be borne, that is to say, for every day, two 
shillings and eight-pence. 

* He was described ais Steward or Recorder, 
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•Item. That he shall well register all processes of 
court, inquisitions taken before the clerk of the mar- 
ket, and all other things requisite to the said mayor, 
in any office which to him doth appertain ; and that 
he shall make out extracts thereof accordins^ly. 

Item. That he shall keep the audit belonging to 
the said hall, and the same shall register und engross 
from year to year. 

Item. He shall make proclamations directed to 
the said mayor. 

Item. He shall enter and register all acts and' 
elections of mayors, and all other officers, from time 
to time yearly." 

The salary of tliis officer was originally forty shil- 
lings per annum, but in 1622 it was raised to six 
pounds ; in addition to which he was entitled to the 
following fees : 

" He shall take of every inhabitant witUin the 
borough, for entry of his plaint one penny. 

It«m. For every stranger for the same two-pence. 

Item. For putting in of any declaration, where the 
action is under forty-pence, and for the answer of the 
same he shall take nothing. 

Item. For putting in of any declaration where the 
action is forty-pence and above, if he be a townsman 
one penny, if a stranger two-pence ; and for an 
answer of a townsman one penny, of a stranger two- 
pence. 

Item. For making every levy four-pence. 

Item. For making every distress of a town-dweller 
one pcnav, of a stranger two-pence. 

Item, tor making every warrant of the peace four- 
pence. 

Item. For every recognizance twenty-pence. 

Item. Of every burgess at his first entry, for re- 
gistering his name, four-pence." 

At the present time^most of these affairs are trans- 
-acted by the Town Clerk. 
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LIST OF TOWN CLSRK8. 

1653 Edward WHmer, jun. as Town Clerk and Coroner 

1668 Richard Grover. in this year. 

1665 Richard GroYer, jnn. was 1737 Richard Clarke. 

nominated in the new Charter 1756 H. Austin Deane. 

Town Clerk and Coroner. 1766 Henry Deane. 

1687 Francis Hyde. 1792 William Andrews. 

1695 Denry Deane. — '— Hngh 1814 William Andrews, jun. 

South acted for a short time 

^ It remains only now shortly to advert to the subor- 
dinate offices ot the Corporation. — ^Thcy are em- 
iK>wered to appoint the four attornies of the Borough 
Court ; also a Crier of the Court, three Serjeants at 
Mace, a Town Crier, (who collects the tolls, exceptinp^ 
those on corn) a Gaoler for the Bridewell, and a Game- 
keeper. — Not havin/r authority to try capital offences, 
the only judicial symbol which the Body possesses is 
the mace ; this is of silver, gilt, and was made soon 
after the Restoration. It is carried before the Mayor 
ou all public occasions, and is placed over his Wor- 
•Up'B chair at the Sessions, and other public occa- 
aions. 

OATH. 

Copy of the Oath taken by the Mayor^ High Steward, 
Recorder, Aldermen, and Burgesses, on their taking 
office.— 9 Geo. IV. cap. 17. 

I, A, B., do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence 
of God, profess, testify, and declare, upon the true 
faith of a Christian, that I will never exercise any 
power, authority, or influence, which I may possess 
by virtue of the office of ' of the Borough of 

Heading, to injure or weaken the Protestant Church 
4tt it is by law established in England, or to disturb 
the said Ohurch, or the Bishops and Clergy of the said 
Church, in the possession of any rights and privileges 
to which such Qiurch, or the said Bishops and Clergy, 
are or may be entitled. 
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THE MONASTERY OF READING. 

The following' account of this great Monastic Esta- 
blishment, we copy from Tomkins' Illustrations of the 
Abbey, to which we shall append some observations 
of our own. 

That there was some religious foundation at Read- 
ing, before the time of Henry the First, is certain, 
from the words of the Charter, as it appears in the 
Chartulary* of the Abbey; and as it is quoted by 
Camden. But that learned. antiquary seems to have 

* This Chifftalary was formerly hi the possesskHi of the famOy 
of WoUascot ; one of whom, Martin Wcdlascot, Esq. presented 
■to the living of Woolhampton, according to Ecton, in 1695. The 
MS. with many others, once belonging to the Abbey qf Reading, 
was in the haads of Mr. Anstead, late ChapUin to the Eari of 
Flngai. 
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been mistaken concerninir the situation of the Abbey; 
near which, as Bishop Gibson observes, are no re- 
mains of a Casile ; or to have been misled by what he 
found in Leland. For he says " near the Castle, Kin^ 
Henry I. having pulled down a little Nunnery, (found- 
ed formerly by Queen Alfritha, to expiate certain 
crimes,) built a most maj^nificent Abbey for Monks, 
and enriched it with great revenues."* 

King Henry began to lay the foundations of this 
Abbey in 1 121,t and annexed to it the lands of Cliolsey, 
and of Leominster, in Herefordshire. Two Priories in 
Scotland, Rindalgros and May, were, afterwards^ made 
Cells, to Reading. This Abbey was endowed for two 
hundred Monks of the Benedictine order ; and the 
Abbot was a Peer of Parliament^liext in place to those 
of Glastonbury and St. Albans. .. 

Roger, Bishop of Salisbuiy^ issued a prohibition, 
addressed to the archdeacon of Berkshire, the Deans, 
and all his Clergy, forbidding any person to be master 
of a school at Reading ; unless with the conseni iind 
permission of the Abbot and Couvjent. -. 

The Abbey was dedicated, as appears by King 
Henr3^s Charter, to the Virgin Mary and St. John the 
Evangelist: but it was generally called St. Mary's 
Abbey, or Monastery. 

The Arms were Azure, three Escallop Shells, Or; 
which are still to be seen on the west end of St. 
Laurence's Church, though very much defaced. The 
extent of the walU must have occupied a large space ; 
for the Forbury is called, in old writings, " the utter 
court," or, as we should now express it, the fore- 
court " of the Monstery :" and the Vasterne " con- , 
taining nine perches in length, and three in breadth," 
is described as close to the wall of the Monastery.^ 

* Camden. Ed. Gibson, p. 168. But if the Nunnery stood 
near St. Mary's church, as is said by Brown Willis, in his View 
of the Mitred Abbies, it was not far, perhaps, from the Castle. 

f According to Mr. Grose, the Church was not consecrated 
till the reigii of Henry II. or then a second tune, by Archbishop 
Becket, in 1163 or 1164. 

X MS. Collections of the late John Loveday, Esq. 
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Aucherius, tbe second Abbot, built an Hospital, for 
the reception of Lepers which was called the Hospital 
of St. Mary JVJagdalene. Mr. Grose has given an ex- 
tract of its rules and orders ; which, with the regula- 
tions for the diet of persons admitted into it, are to be 
seen, at length, in the Chartulary. This Hospital 
seems, afterwards, to have been open for the recep- 
tion of all sick person?, strangers, and others : and 
with the consent of Hubert Bishop of Salisbury, the 
Tithes of Thatcham, and of Bucklebury, with the 
Chapel of Greenham, were appropriated to it, reserv- 
ing a stipend to the Vicars of those Cliurches.* 

in the Year 1754, there was in the possession of the 
late Mr. John Hocker, Alderman of Reading, an ori- 
ginal instrument under the common Seal of the Abbot 
and Convent of Reading ; being a deed of conveyance 
of a tenement in the street called Old Strete, otherwise 
Wode Strete, now St. Mary's Butts, to Henry Webb 
and John Wyke, Churchwardens of the Parish of St. 
Mary; dated in the 28th year of Henry VI. John 
Thorne being then Abbot. There is likewise in the 
possession of the Corporation of Reading a similar 
instrument ; being a deed of gift of two pieces* of 
land, near St. Mary's Church, to John Leche, other- 
wise John A*Larder, to build an Alms-house. 

From comparing the two impressions of the Sed 
appendent to the different instruments, it appears to 
have had, on one side, the figure of the Virgin 
Mary, between St. James f and St. John ; and, on the 
other, that of the Fx>under King Henry, sittijig, vtiik 
a sceptre in his right hand, and the Monastery in his 

* Mr. Grose mentions a second Hospital at the Abbey gate ; 
but Bishop Hubert's confii*mation of tiie Abbot and Convent's 
Grant, expresses it to be "in usum pauperum hospital*^ an^« 
portam lep'sor^ in villa languentiufii peregrinor' et alior* xtV 
pauperum^ So that possibly there was only one general Hos- 
pital, in " confinio Redingie ecciesie ;" as the Chartulary ex- 
presses it. 

f The hand of St. James was among the reliques of the Con- 
vent, and a particular Charter enjoins that the greatest rever- 
ence should be "paid it . See also Lor d Ly ttleton' s Life of H enry 
IL vol. V. p. 383. 
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left, between St. Peter and St. Paul : the figfures on 
each side bein^ in three separate compartments. * 

Amoogr the illustrious persons interred within the 
walls of the Abbey was its Founder King Henry. He 
died in Normandy, December the Ist, 1 135, and his 
body, being rudely embalmed, and wrapt, as it is said 
in bull-hides, was brought co England, and buried at 
Reading, f His effigy was placed on his tomb, as is 
mentioned in a Charter of Richard the Second; which 
confirms all former privileges granted to this Abbey, 
OD condition that the Abbot should properly repair 
the tomb and image of King Henry the Founder, 
within the space of one year. % 

King Henry's second Queen Adeliza is likewise sup- 
posed to have been interred here. She was daughter 
of Godfrey of Lovaiue, Duke of Brabant, who was des- 
cended from Charlemagne; and sister to Joceline 
of Lovaine, ancestor of the family of Percy, Dukes of 
Northumberland. After the King's death she married 
William D'Aubigne, who was created Earl of Arundel, 
by the Empress Alatilda, in 113!^. 

Among other persons of rank interred here, Mr. 
Grose mentions Constance, daughter of Edmund de 
Langley, Duke of York ; Anne Countess of Warwick j 
m son and daughter of Richard Earl of Cornwall ; and 
William the Eldest son of Henry the Second. 

During the reign of King John, in the years 1215 
nnd 1216, the Abbot of Reading was one of the De- 
legates appointed by the Pope to promulgate his sen- 
tence of excommunication against the barons. In 
the 39th of I^enry the Third, the maintenance of two 
Jewish converts was imposed upon this Abbey ; and in 
the same reign the King attempting to borrow a large 
sum of money from the great Abbeys was refused by 
the Abbot of Reading. || King Edward the Thirds in 

♦ MSS. Loveday. 

+ The bowels, according to Dr. Ducarel, were deposited in 
the Priory Church of Notre Dame du Pres, at Rouen. See 
StawCf p. 142. 

X " Modo Abbas infra unum annum honest^ repararet tom- 
htaa. et imaginem R. Hen. fundatoris. / 

11 Grose's Antiquities, vol, i, ^ 
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1337, Borrowed largely from many Churches and Mo- 
nasteries ; and among the rest, from the Abbey of 
Reading ; an inventory of jewels and other valuables 
which were lent to him, appears in Leland.* 

At the dissolution of the Monasteries, the revenues 
of this Abbey were estimated, according to Speed at 
2116/. Dugdale states them to hav« been 1938/.: 
nearly 20,000/. per annum of our present money. 

The Abbot is supposed to have had a seat at Buckle- 
bury, now the Rev. VV. H. H. Hartley's : but Mr. Grose 
places it at Cholsey, near Wallingford. His seat 
at Bere-courl^ now J.S. Breedon's, Esq. was called the 
Manor of Pangbourn; and by that title was devised to 
Thomas Welldon, Esq. by Queen Elizabeth. In the 
chapel there, which has not been pulled down many 
years, was the figure of Hugh Faringdon, the last 
Abbot, in painted glass, f 

This last Abbot, as were some of his predecessors, 
and other religious of Reading,! was himself a learned 
man, and a patron of the learned. While he was Abbot, 
there was a daily lecture on some part of scripture, in 
English and in Latin, read in the Chapter-house ; 
which the Commissioners for dissolving the Abbey 
say was well attended, and that the Abbot was pre- 
sent. § 

The Commissioners likwise mention that the Abbot 
" delivered his reliques readily:" and, to make use 
of their own words, in a subsequent letter to Sir T. 
Cromwell, " he desyres only your favour and no other 
thynge, and I know' so moche, that my Lord shall find 
him as conformable a man as any m this realm." 

Yet this ready compliance and submissive temper 
could not save the Abbot from an ignominious death. 

* Collectanea, vol. ii. p. 625. f Asbmole's Berkshire. 

t Jolm Holyman, a Monk, who was Bishop of Bristol; he 
died In 1558. Friar John Lathbury, who wrote a Commentary 
on the Lamentations, mentioned by Ames, Typog^. Antiq. p. 
439. llVlUiam Boteler, who lived about the year 1410. 

§ John London and Richard Pollard's Letters to Cromwell, 
then Lord Privy Seal. MSS. Brit. Museum. They are also 
quoted by.^tyrpe ; Ecclesi, .Memorials, vol, i. p. 252. 



d by Google 



76 HISTORY OF READING. 

The act of suppression bad past In May 1539 ; and in 
the month of November following:, he was hanged and 

Quartered, together with two of his priests, at Readini^. 
'he same day the Abbot of Glastonbury was exe- 
cuted ; and, shortly after, the Abbat of Colchester ; 
" all," says Stow, ** for denying the King's suprema- 
cie." In eflfect, to deny the Kingf's supremacy was to 
deny the right which he assumed, from a forced com- 
pliance of his Parliment, to seize the revenues and 
possessiolis of the Church: and a quiet submission to 
his power was not sufficient to satisfy him without 
an acknowledgment of its legality. 

After the dissolution, the site of the Abbey con- 
tinued to belong to the Crown. Queen Elizabeth was 
here in Augustl572, and in September 1601 ♦ In the 
reign of James the First, great care was taken of the 
place, and a keeper of the house appointed by the 
King, with a yearly salary of twenty pounds, f This 
agrees with Camden's account, who says, that " the 
monastery wherein K. Henry the First was interred, 
was converted into a royal seat; adjoining to which 
stands a fair stable, stored with noble horses of the 
King's." 

After this, Mr. William Gray, of London, purchased 
the premises ; whose widow being married by John 
Bla^rave, Esq., the property came into that family. J 

The site of the Abbey was certainly admirably well 
chosen; there are few more delightful breadths of 
landscape in the county — wood and water, hill and 
4dale, in every beautiful variety of diversified nature — 
and if strength of position, and consequent security 
from external annoyance, was an object with the well- 
fed inmates of the Monastery, they possessed it in its 
plenitude, more especially iii- those days of cloistered 
magnificence, for tiie whole area, with the exception 
•of the west side,is surrounded by water — thePlummery 
^itch forming the boundary on the north and east sides, 
>and the Kennett on the south, beyond which spread the 

* Queen Elizabeth's Progresses, p. 16. 
t MSS. Loveday. X Ibid. 
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park of the Abbot, extending to the his^h i^rounds in 
Whitley, and embracing a large portion of the land 
now occupied as wharfs, ana the Orts' fields; — that 
the latter were included in its precincts, may be more 
than inferred from Leland's Itinerary: "In enterynge 
the town from Sunning, there is a parke longyng to 
the late Monasterie there." 

The Abbey was surrounded by a massive wall, conb> 
mencing in the yard of the Saracen's Head, from the 
uorth aide of the Holy- brook,* and running in a nearly 
straight northerly direction across the site of part of 
the church of St. Lawrence, past the front of Dr. Val- 
py's house, to the north-east corner of the Forbury j 
It then took an easterly direction, interrupted only by 
the ancient gateway leading into the King's-mead, to 
the extremity of the present wall of the gaol, when it 
turned to the south, and terminated at the north bank of 
the Kennett — the whole including an area of at |least 
twenty-six acres. Besides the gate just now noticed,, 
leading towards the meadows, and after the suppres- 
sion of the Abbey, called the HoleAn-the-Wally there 
were three other gates: one where the wall com- 
menced near the Holy-brook, remains of which are 
still to be traced ; a second at the entrance into the 
Forbury from the Market-place, between the present 
Compter t and the Church of St. Lawrence; the .third 
at the entrance into the Forbury, near Blake's bridge, 
on the Kennett. llie principal gateway to the do- 
mestic buildings of the Monastery, still remains in 
tolerable preservation,! although most barbarously 
patched with brick and flints, and forms a distin- 
guished feature in the varied views from the Forbury, 
or fore-court of the Abbey. The outer arch, to the 
north, is in the Anglo-Norman style, but certainly 
not of that age, being, in all probability, rebuilt after 
the original form, about the fifteenth century. The 
arch springs from clustered pillars, bending inwards 

♦ In Speed's Map of Reading, 1610, it is called the Hallowed 
Brook, 
f Occasionally used as a prison. 
X A North View of the Gate is given at page 71. 
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considerably at the base. The arch to the south i» 
circular. Amongst the ornameiits which adorned the 
southern front of the gate, there still remain a muti- 
lated figure of a fox, and a dolphin and portcullice, — 
the latter the cognizance of the House of Lancaster. 
There is another circular arch midway in the passage, 
and here was J^&ced the gate, and in all probability n 
portcuUice. This judicious position of the gate^ it 
has been well observed, was admirably calculated to 
afford a place of shelter for those who had business 
to transact, either from the outer or inner court; as 
in the larger division of the thorougiifare, were two 
doors, one on each side (now blocked up), commu- 
nicating with the porter's lodges. But it is pretty 
evident that the building altogether stood detached 
from what may be termed the secular buildings of 
the Monastery, although it is probable that at this 
gate were presented to the '' Lord Abbott" the three 
good and able burgesses, one of whom, under the de- 
cree, temp. Henry ViL he was to select for Mayor of 
the Borough. A local historian * observes, *' it is 
doubtful whether there was any well belonging to the 
Abbey at its first erection; one has since been dis- 
covered in the cloisters, which is now filled up with 
rubbish ; but it is probable this was of later date, as 
it is not, we believe, usual to find wells in such situa- 
tions." But this statement arises from error: the 
fact is, wells are frequently to be sl^en in the cloisters 
of monastic buildings, in the centre of which the /n- 
vatorp was {generally situated, which it was necessary 
to supply ivith water from such resources. However, 
it is pretty certain, that a great portion of the supply 
of water was obtained from the " Conduit," still re- 
maining on Mr. J. J. Blandy's premises at Mount Plea- 
sant; and it is 8tated,f that " as riome labourers were 
making a saw-pit about the middle of the last century, 
at the eastern extremity of Mr. W. Blandy's wharf, on 
the south side of the Kennett, they discovered a leaden 
pipe, about two inches diameter, lying ^n ^^^ direc- 

• Man., t Ibid. 
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tion of the Conduit, and passing under the river 
towards the Abbey," part of which, from its situation 
under the water, stiU remains there, and the other 
they sold.* 

The foundation Charter of the Monastery gave a 
plenitude of power to the Abbot. The Monks were 
to be two hundred in number, but like many public 
institutions in the 19th century, the establishment 
was frequently shorn of its " fair proportion " of the 
resident church militant; for we find, m an Inq. temp. 
Edw. III., that then there were only one hundred Be- 
nedictine Monks on the establishment. The ampli- 
tude of authority — ^almost regal — ^vested in the Abbot 
and brotherhood, will be best seen by a perusal of the 
foundation Charter, a translation of which we subjoin. 



CHARTER OF HENRY I. 

Henricos, Dei Gratia, &e. Henry, by the grace of God, king 
of the English, and duke of the Normans, to all his sdrcli- 
bishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, and to all christians, 
as wdl present as future, health. 

Know ye that three abbeys. In the kingdom of England, were, 
for their manifold sins, formerly destroyed; that is to say, Ra- 
dynge, Cholsey, and Leominster, whose lands and possessions 
have, for a long time, been usurped and alienated Dy laymen. 
I, therefore, by and with the advice of the Bishops and others, 
my faithful subjects, for my soul's health, and the souls of King 
William my father, of King William my brother, of my son Wil- 
liam, and of queen Matilda my mother, of queen Matilda my 
wife, and of bJI my predecessors and successors ; have buUt a 
new monastery at REidynge, in honor, and in the name of tlie 
ever blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, and of St. John the 
evangelist ; and have endowed it with the said monasteries of 
Radynge, Cholsey, and Leominster, with their appurtenances, 

* The conduit spring, sanctified, of course, according to the 
superstitious belief of uie day, by its appropriation to the sacred 
purposes of the Monastery, was held in high estimation for its 
various sanative virtues, and more especially for its cure of sore 
eyes ; it is certain the water is peculiarly pure, and its tempera- 
ture exceedingly cold. 
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woods, fields, and pastmres, with their meadows and rivers, 
with their mills* and fisheries, and also with their churches, 
chapels, cemeteries, oblations, and tythes, and with one mint 
at Radyn^. I have also given to the said monastery Thatcham, 
and the church of Wargrave, with the said full and absolute power 
as I myself possessed them, so to remain to the abbot and monks 
of Radynge. 

No person, either great or small, may demand any thin^, by 
custom or violence, as due from the men, lands, or possessions, 
of the said monastery, nor the levying of men, on account of any 
expedition, construction of camps, or building of bridges. 

They shall not demand of them horses, carriages, or boats, 
labor, tributes, or gifts ; but the monks of Radynge, their ser^- 
vants and possessions, shall be free from all tributes, taxes, and 
all other customs, by land and by water, in passing bridges, and 
in the sea ports throughout all England. 

And the abbot and Ms monks shall have power to try- all of- 
fences committed within and without the borough, in the high- 
ways, and in all other places, whether by their own servants or 
strangers, with tJl causes which can or may arise, with socca 
and sacca, tol and theam, and infangentheft, and outfangentheft, 
and ham socna, within the borough and without the borough, in 
the roads and footpaths, and' in all places, and with all causes^ 
which do or may arise. 

And the abbot and his monks shall hold courts of justice fos 
trials of assaults, thefts and murders, for the shedding of blood, 
and breaches of the peace, and all other crimes, in the same 
manner as belongs to the royal authority ; and if the abbot and 
monks shall in any case neglect to do justice, the king may com- 
pel them to do it, so as the right of the church oi Beading may 
in no case be infringed. 

And the men of the neighbouring manors shall come to the 
hundreds courts of Reading and Leominster, according to the 
custom of former times ; and if they shall refuse to come, the 
king shall receive their fine, and compel them to appear and 
to perform their duty. 

We decree also, as well in respect of the ecclesiastical as re- 
gal power, that whenever the abbot of Radynge shall die, all the 

* The abbey Mill is situated a short distance below the great 
gateway on the south side ; it is built of flint, stone, and wood, 
and is turned by the waters of the Holy-brook, a stream which 
diverges from the Kennett at Langley-mead, near Theale, then 
running a circuitous course to Coley, passes in nearly a straight 
line to the mill. In its way under the town, it is arched over 
in many places ;, and there is little doubt but what it was origi- 
nally constructed, at least from Coley, as a canal, by the monks, 
purposely for the supply of the mill, as well as for the use of the 
abbey. 
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fosseBsions of the monastery wheresoever situated, shall reMAid^ 
tree and entire, with all its rights and customs, in the hands and' 
at the disposal of the prior and chapter of the monks of Radynge. 
dttt this also we deteHnine and appoint to be for ever observed, 
that seeing the abbot of Radynge has no revenues but what are 
in common with his brethren, uerefore whoever by divine con- 
sent and canonical election, shall be made abbot, shall not be- 
stow the alms of the monastery on his lay kindred, or any others,, 
but for the entertainment of the poor and strangers. 

He may not enfeoff the assessed land, (terras censuales) nor' 
shall he make knights,* but, in the holy garment of Christ; he 
must be careful in his acceptation of children, but he may- 
receive aged and discreet people, as well laymen as clergymen^ 

No person shall hold any of the possessions of the abbey of 
Iftadynge wholly (absolutum) in fee^ but shall pay to the abbot 
and monks an anntCed rent and service. 

None shall hold any office by inheritance; in the house and 
possessions at Radynge, belbnging to the abbot and monks, 
but the abbot and monks shall take cognizance of every prin.* 
eipal (prsepositer) or other officer,, and remove them when they 

I give, and confirm for ever, to this monastery of Radynge,. 
and to whatever belongs to it, all the above inimunities, free 
and undiminished ; which, for the sake of God, I recommend 
to all those kings of England who -shall reign after me to pre- 
serve ; that God may preserve them for ever. 

But if any body shall' knowingly presume to infringe, di- 
minish, or to change, this our foundation charter, may the 

* Necfaciat milites* These were 'spiritual , not seculisir knights, 
or such as were created by kings, as Mr. tate observes, wno itf 
treating of this clause in the charter, gives the following ex- 
planation of the passage : — ** Though I restrain you from mak- 
ing knights, yet my meaning is not to restrain you from making 
all kind of knights. The making of secular knights to defend' 
the realm, by service done by themselves in person, or by others 
in their behalf, I will reserve to myself, and secular men; but 
the making of knights to- do service to Christ, whether they be 
clerks or laymen^ I leave free to you, so you make none but 
such as purpose to take upon them the habit of your profession,, 
advising you only to be very sparing in receivmg infants into 
the profession of your order, that are unable to judge themselves 
how they shall have power to perform their vows.V Sir Francis 
Legh also observes, <* that besides knights of a higher degree, 
the abbot made inferior ones, who were always remaining in the 
house of the abbot, and in the Book of Reading f^^ he adds, *Hheir 
diet, with the manner of their allowance in the abbot's houses, W 
set down, and their place before esquires, so that these milite»« 
^ere made and harboured, could not have been soldiers ,2 *-*^ 
^Aft^anait JHscourset,. 
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gteat God of all trithdraw and eradicate him end his pMferiijff 
and may he remain withovi any inheritance in misery and hunger; . 
but, nrhosoever shall preserve the above-memtioned liberties to 
the abbey of Radynge, may the Most High, who nileth the 
hearts of mea^ confirm to him all good things, and preserve 
him for ever. . 

I Henry, &c,T-Here follows the names of the queen, the 
pope's legate, three archbishops, eight bishops, five abbots, 
and tenAoblemen, viz, Robert, earl of Gloucester; William^ 
earl of Surrey; R6ger, earl of Warjrtck; Stephen, earl of 
Albemarle ; William, earl of Tancaville, the chamberlain ;•;. 
Brien4itz-count, counstable of Wallingford castle ; Humfrey 
de Bohun; Robert de Haia; William fitz-Odo; and Hugh 
Bigot; who witnessed the charter, which is dated in the.^ 
year 1125. 

The fdllbwinfir letter of Pope Innocent III. will* 
afford a satisfactory illustration of the power assamed 
by the papal church, in the beginning of the 13th. 
century : — 

To the abbot of Radynge and his brethren, as well those present "^ 
as the future, professing a regular life for ever. 

We, though undeserving, are assumed to the dignity of chief 
pontiiF, by the disposal of the divine mercy, that we might, 
with a partial care, and tenderness, employ ourselves for the- 
atate of all the churches, and afford them the patronage of the 
apostolical see, that God may be the more worshipped in them, 
the more quiet'they are from the molestation of evil minded 
persons. 

Therefore, my beloved sons in. the Lord, we have, out of our. 
ctemeacy, yielded to your desires, and do take into St. Peter*s- 
and ouiu-protection, the above named monastery of St. Matf^ 
of Rftdynge, .of the cluniac order, wherein you are devoted to 
the divine obedience, and do confirm the same by the privilege 
of- the present wilting. Appointing first, that the monastic 
order, accordiftg to God, and the rule of St. Benedict, which 
id instituted in lite' monastery, be inviolably preserved there - 
f6r all succeeding times.% 

And further, that all posses^ns of goods, which the monas- 
tery now possesses, justiy'&nd canonically, or that hereafter 
tfir the grant of pontiffs, the bbuaty of kings or princes, by the- 
gift of the faithful, or by any other just methods, with the help* 
of the Lord obtainjed, shall remain firm> and untouched, to you 
and your successors, among which' we thcmg^t proper to re* 
mark these, by our express words ; Rad^nge, Cholsey, and 
Iliominster, with the churches, chapels, chui^-yards, tenth? r. 
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Offerings, together with the woods, fields, pastures^ meadows, 
waters, mills, fish-ponds, or fisheries, with all other the apper- 
tenances, Thatcham with its appertenances, and the church of 
Wargrave, Whitley with its appertenances, Wichbury with its 
appertenances, Blewbttry with its appertenances, the land which 
you have in HeUrede with itil appertenances, Tockenton with 
the church of the same villioge and all its appertenances, the 
fihurches of Stanton, of Haneborke, and of Inglesfielde, with 
^eir appertenances, Dadlesfaude with all its appertenances, 
the land which you have in Heitum ^th i^ a^peftenancesi 
also the land which you have in Lingeboi'die and in Stratfield, 
which was Hugh de Mortimer's/- and in£bribiieteswerde with- 
al! their appertenances, the.lftAd^ ^d rents which you have iix 
London, and Berchamstede with their apper£enances, the land 
which you are' possessed df below the tenement of Hon, in the 
name of the do\^er of your chvtrch, with its appertenances, the 
priory of May with its appertenances, and Lmdgross, in Scot- 
land, with its appertenances. 

Also, let no one presume to demand or extort from you,- 
the tenth of your ploughed lands, which you till with you^ own 
hands, or at your exp€nce, or of the tenths of the increase of 
i|k)ur cattle. 

But when there shall be a general interdict of the kingdom',- 
you may, after shutting your gates, and keeping out the excom- 
municated, and interdicted, without tolling the bell, celebrate' 
divine service in a low voice. 

We do also, by our apostolical authority, inhibit any one to 
publish a sentence of excommunication, or an interdict against* 
you, or your monastery, without a manifest and reasonable' 
cause, or to oppress you with ne\t and undue exactions. 

We command, also, the chrism, or sacred oil, for the conse- 
cration of churdies, or for the ordihaflon cf monks, and others 
of your clerks, who sha^ bfe ^moted to holy orders by the 
bikhop of your dioccss, provided he be a catholic, and has the 
gprace and communioh of t^e apostolic see, ta be given to you 
gratis, and without any abuse. 

Furthermore, we. do, by apostolical authority, forbid any one; 
Wilding a church or oratory, within the parishes of your 
churches, without the consent of the bishop of the diocess,< 
and the chapter of Radyn^ ; the privileges of the Roman^ 
pontiff, notwithstanding, bemg preserved. 

Also, being wUling to provide for youf peace and tranquility^ 
for the future, Vy our fatherly care,, we do, by our apostolical' 
authority, forbid any one to commit rapine or theft, ^ut fiire,< 
shed blood, raslily to seize op kill any man, olr act any violence,* 
-Within the limits or places of your granges ; and*^ further, we 
do, by our apostolital authority, confirm, and, by the privilege 
of the present writing, do strengthen all liberties, ai^d immu- 
nities^ granted by our predecessors, Roman pontiffs, to jovlS 

0^2 
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inonastery, and also all liberties, immniiities, and exempt!^ n»^ 
from secular exactions, which have been granted to you, by 
kings and princes, and others of the faithful. 

We do therefore decree it to be unlawful for any person: 
whatsoever, rashly to disturb the monastery, or to take away 
its possessions, or to keep them wiien taken away by others, . 
to lessen them, or molest them with any manner of vexation, 
but that they shall all be preserved entire for the government 
and support, and all other general uses; of those for whom 
they were given: the authority of the apostolical see, and the 
canonical power of the bishop of the diocess being preserved. . 
If therefore any ecclesiastical or secul&r person shall, know- 
ingly, endeavour rashly to controvert these our constitutions, 
after the second and third admonition, and doth not amend his 
fault, by making a proper satisfaction, let him be deprived of^ 
the dignity of Ws power or honor, and know that he is guilty 
before God, for the iniquity he hath committed, and is debarred 
from partaking of the most sacred body and blood of God, &c. . 
until his punishment. But the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with all those, who preserve all the laws to this place, .&c.. 
to the end. Amen. 

Given at the Lateran, by the hand of John of Mary in 
Cormidin, cardinal deacon, x^hancellor of the holy Roman 
church, tiielOthof the kalends of April: of the indie* 
tion the 9th. of the incarnation of our Lord 1207, and 
of the pontificate of our Lord, pope Innocent HI. the 
lOthyear. .. 

The annexed order of Edward III. vesting to the 
abbey the authority and priviledge of a mint, is in- 
teresting, as it respects the monetary history of the 
county generally ; — 

Rex dilecto sibi Johanni de Fletej Sfc, 
The king, to his well btloved John de Flete, keeper of our mint 
in London, health.. 

Whereas, by our charter, we have granted to our beloved' 
in Christ, , the abbot and monks of Radyng, that they and their 
successors for. ever, may have one mint, and one die at tiie 
aforesaid place (locum) of Jladyng, . there, for money, viz. as 
well for the coining of farthings (obolos), half-farthings 
(ferlingos), as for pennies .(sterlingos), as the manner is for 
coining, and as is more fully expressed in our aforesaid charter. , 
We command you therefore, that without delay you cause to 
be made and fabricated, at the expense of the abbot, three 
dies, of hard and competent metal, viz. one for pennies, another 
for farthings, and a tiiird for half-farthings, for the coining of 
money at tiie said place of Radyng, and with whatsoever 
impression and cireumscription the abbot shall order ; and ta 
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vend them to our treasury at Westminster as soon as possible, 
i3iat from thence, within fifteen days next after the feast of 
St. Martin, at the farthest, they may, for the cause aforesaid, 
■be delivered to the abbbt. 

T. J. de Shardiche, apud Wesfeninster, the 18th of 
November, in the tenth year of our reign.* 

The abbots possessed several country seats^ or, aa 
t!iey were tlien generally termed, granges, Bere 
Court, near Panjo^bourn, was the favourite residence 
of Hu^h Farin^don, the last iH-fated abbot. In the 
east window of the domestic chapel or oratory there^ 
was his portrait in stained ^lass, in the monastic 
costume, kneeling before a book, the words ^ Inte 
Domine speravt" issuing, in a scroll, from his mouth. 

* On the subject of local coinage, Mr, Man observes, 
"This privilege, however, they seem to have used very 
sparingly, as only one doubtful specimen of the abbey coin is 
now found in the cabinets of the curious, and not even one has 
been found within the town itself, where, if they had ever been 
in any numbers, some of them must, in the course of three or 
four centuries, have been discovered." — " Mr, Coates has 
given an engraving, in his History of Reading, of what he 
supposes to be an abbey penny ; but there is reason to think, . 
from its similarity to all the pieces coined in the feign- of tiie 
Edwards, that it is nothing more than the common coin of the 
kingdom, struck at Reading, it being usual in those times, for 
such pieces to be circumscribed with the names of the. places 
they were coined at, as villa Kingston, villa Carlisle, &c. , and 
in like manner, viHa Radinge on this, may only denote its 
having been coined here. Had it been coined by the abbot, it 
is reasonable to suppose, it would have been denoted either by 
the name of the abbot, or cuenbblum Ra^yriye, as they were 
authorised to do by the above order, and not merely by villa, 
which signifies the town only. The real difference between 
this and the common coin is, that instead of the three pellets 
in each of the four compartments on the reverse, this is sup- 
.posed to have the representation of a scallop shell in one of 
them. I have not seen the piece in question, and therefore 
-cannot say if the engraving is a fac- simile or not, but allowing 
it to be so, it is not a sufficient proof of its being an abbey 
penny, because, if meant to represent the abbey arms, all the 
three scallop shells would have been represented, which might 
as easily have been done as one. For these reasons I am in* 
clined to think, that this supposed abbey penny is no other than 
the common coin of Edward IV. to wluch except in the single 
eockle-shell, it is perfectly similar." 
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Bere Court is now the property of J. S. Breedon, Esq. 
The other principal scats of the monks were at 
SuckXebury and Whitly. 

X4ST OF THE ABBOTS. 

1. The first abbot was Hugh, the prior of Lewes; 
in 1129, he was made bishop of Rouen. 

2. Ausgerus, orAucherius; he founded the hospital 
of St. Mary, for lepers, near, or probably on, - the 
present site of St. Lawrence's church.* He died 
tnll35. 

3. Edward; who died in December, 1154. 

4. Reginald; died February, 1158. 

5. Roger: in 1163, the abbey church was dedi« 
cated by Thomas h Becket.t 

6. William, afterwards (1173) archbishop of Bour- 
jdeaux. 

7. Joseph; then 

8. Hugh n. who founded the hospital near the 
Abbey gate, for the entertaini^ent of the poor. In 
I199» he was made abbot of CXuney. 

9. HeHas, 1213. 

10. Simon; died 1226. 

1 1. Adam de Lathbury, prior of Leominster^ d. 1238. 
)2. Richard, late sub.'prior. 

* The ndes of this hospital are. worth recordhig: — ** Ac- 
■cording to the original institation, every leper was allowed 
lialf a loaf a day, half a gallon of middling beer, five-pence 
A month for meat, seven-penee for their servants, and every 
year a doak, a vest, a mantle, two shirts, and all other 
wollens. The rules of the hospital were, that if any brother 
was found guilty of adultery, or struck another in anger, he 
was to be expelled. They were to rise at the first ringing of 
the bell, to go to cl^prch^ He that gave another the lie, was 
to fast the whole day on bread and water ; if he resented it, 
he was to fast th^ second day ; and if he was still angry the 
third day, to loose the charity for forty days^ No one was to 
go abroad without a companion. If any thing were given to 
one abroad, it was to be in common, unless given particularly 
by Idndred or friends. None were to go abroad without leave, 
lior into their laundresses' houses without a companion. 

f Henry II. and a great number of the nobility were pre- 
sent. It would seem, tiiereforc, that the church was lA course 
pf iauiidiag nearly forty years. 
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^3. Adam; redigQed]249. 

^14. Adam II. sacrist of the monastery. 

15. William, sub-prior of Coventry. 

16. Richard; died 1261. 

1 7. Richard de Radyng. 

18. Robert dft Burghare, 1287 

19. William de Sutton, 1306. 

20. Nicholas de Quaplode, 1327.* 

21. John Appleford. 1360. 

22. William de Dombleton, 1368. 

23. John de Sutton, 1378. 

24. Richard ^^Yately. 

26. Thomas Eafle, 1430. 

2G, Thomas de Henley, 1445. 

27. John Thorne, 1486.t 

28. John Thorne II. 1519. 

29. Thomas de Worcester. 

30. Hugh Faringdon ; in whose time (1539) ihie 
atbbey was dissdlved. He was a man of exemplary 
character, and highly spoken of by the commissioners 
of suppression; refusing, howewr, to acknowledge 
the religious supremacy of that execrable monster, 
Henry VIII. he, and two (^ his monks. Onion and 
Rugg, were hanged and quartered as traitors, in 
'Nov. 1539, just seven months after liis resignation of 
the abbacy. The following is giv«n as the " Civil 
List" of the abbot:— 

Per Ann. Per Ami 

s, d, 9, <{. 

The marshal, or master Dean of the wardrobe, 8 

of the horse . . HosUer, . • .ID 

. The panterer, . .60 Baker, • • .44 

Dean of the Chambers, 8 Second and third ditto, 4 

Porter, . • .80 First smith, • • 13 4 

The pages, • . . Second ditto, . .GO 

The cook, . . . Keeper of the abbot's 

The scullion, . .12 palfrey, • • .40 

Dean of the Chambers, 8 Gardener, . • .40 

Butler, or manciple, . 4 Miller, . • .20 
Second and third ditto 4 

* This abbot founded the lady chapel, in'1314. 
t In his time the free-school was founded. 
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Betsicles these, there were numerous other subor* 
<linate officers ; and when the household, in the time 
of Quadplode, was put on an economical establish^ 
menty the abbot retained nearly forty servants. The 
revenues, at the dissolution, produced from 24,000/. 
to 28,000/. per annum, according to the present value 
of money. 

The rental of the dissolved abbey, as returned by 
Ihe Commissioners, in 1539, was as follows : — 

A schedule of the late dissoWed monastery of Reading, Slst of 
Henry VIII. 

£ f. d. 
Cholsey manor and rectory with their apper- 
tenances ...... 

Blewbury man«r with its appertenances 
East Hendred manor, given by the Empress Maud, 
Burhidebury manor and rectory, 
Thatcham rectory, with Greenham, Midgeham, 
Crookham, and Colethorp, . • • 

Pangboume manor, .« . . « 

Basyldon manor^ . . « • 

Shyningfield, or Shinfield, tenements and land, 
Sonning, manor of Bulmershe and lands, . 

Weregrav^e rectory . , . • 

Borough of Reading, 
■Rent of assize, ..... 

Customary rents, • « • . 

Mills. Two grain mills and falling mills, call- 
ed St. Giles's miUs, with the tythesofthe 
same ; a fishery called Tan-lock ; two other 
mills, and a fulling mill, in St. Marv's parish, 
called Mynster-mills, and fishery called Grey's 
lock. , « . . . 40 

Reading Veanery, 
Rents in Tilehurst, Whitley, Coley, GreyshaU, 
Stratfield, Mortimer, Sulhamst^, Beenham 
Ufton, battel (farm) . . • 130 9 

The farm of Windsor Underore. « . 6 10 

The manor of Whitley, . . . 26 18 4 

Agistment of Whitley Park, . . . 3 

Calcot mill and lands in Tylehurst parish, . 2 13 4 

Fishery of the Kennet, . . . 13 4 

Rectory of Beenham, . . . . 2 6 8 

Heotories of Tilehurst, Coley, and Whitley, . 20 

Town of Reading, 
Tolls of the fairs, . . . . 114 

"S^oUs of the market, 7 9 
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INirqnisites of courta, .. 
Baili^ck of the Liberty, 
ferquisites of its courts, 

Svt8ex, 
Dnddlesford manor, 

Wanokkshire, 
Rowington manor and rectory, 

Wilts. 
Manor of Whitesbnry, 

Kent. 
Manor of '^ndhnll, 

(hfcn. 
Stanton-Harcourt rectory, 
Lands in Sewell, 

London. 
Divers tenements, particularly one called Red- 

Sig-place, in the parish of St. Andrew, near 
aynard Castle, reserved to the use of the 
abbot, .... 

Sununa, • • . • 

Herts. 

Sebrightford manor, • . 

Asfon manor, • . • • 

Be^ordsMre. 

Houghton manor, .... 

•Small rents collected by the bailiiT, or out- 
steward, in Tyglehurst and other places. 
Pastures and Meadows. 

-Cowick, • . • • 

Estmede, near the road to Caversham 

Three fields called Crown-field, Burfield, and 
the Grove and lands called Spittlefields, 

An inn in Reading called the Crown, . 

Tanner's mead • « • 

Meadows in Battel, 

Meadows in Sulhamstead, 

A tenement called the Hind's head, 

Tithes of Mote-hall in Tyglehurst, 

Tithes of West-wood-row, in the same, 

Hthes in Northcot, 

Tithes in Whitley, 

Tithes of meadow near Reading called Frogmarsh, 

Tithes of Cowick, .... 

Possessions qf the office qf Almoner. 

■Rents of assize in Reading, 

-Customary rents there. 

Manor of Burghfield, . 

tension from the vicar of St. Lawrence's in 
(Reading, ..... 
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PotaeMsiotu of the qffUe qf Celkurer. 
Rents of assize in Heading, 
Customary rents, • . . . 

Rents of assize in Sheffield, Calcot, Wokefield. 

Caversham, and Cold-7>(orton, . • 

Castomary rents in. the same, ... 
A sheepcote and landsin Sewell, andlittle Tew 

in Oxfordshire, . . . . 6 

Pension from the abbot of St. Augustin, in 

Bristol, 13 6 8 

Belonging to the office of Sacrist. 
Rents of as^size in-Re&ding 
Castomary rents-there. 

Pensions from the following Chwehes. 
St. Gile*s Reading, 
St. Mary*s, 
Sulhamsted rectory, 
Englefield rectory, 
Compton vicarage, 
Hamborough rectary, 
Sulham rectory, 
Parley rectory, 
£eenham vicarage, 
Pangboum rectory, 
"Wargrave vicarage. 

Belonging to the Refectory, 
•Rents of assize in Reading, 
Castomary rents there 

Belonging to the office of Sub-prior, 
•Rents of assise, 
Tn Blewbnry, 
.f n Sheepbridge, 
A building in the Market-place, 
-Rents of tenants, copy-holders. 

Belonging to the office qf Oranetary. 
\Rcnts of assize, 
^Customary rents, 

Belonging to the office of Woodf older, 
Rents of assize. 
Customary rents. 

Belonging to the keeper qf the chapel qf the Virgin Mary, 
Rents of assize. 
In Burgfield 
In Tilehurst, 
Castomary in Reading, 



From the priory cf Leominster, 
Peservcd annuities to the monks 
Pensions to the abbots from rectories 

Total 



I 


7 


6 


4 


16 





'« 

2 








8 








2 





8 





13 


4 





8 





1 


10 








4 








2 








A 





1 


8 


1 





« 





9 


8 





10 


O 





3 


4 


18 








13 








13 


4 


5 


18 








10 


10 


U 


11 


4 





6 





13 


6 


4 


rgin Mary, 




16 


3i 





3 











6 


13 


10 


8 


1391 





"i^ 


480 








69 


13 


4 


87 1^ 


1 


Je2018 


6 


~i 



d by Google 



BIBTOBY OF BBADING* 9i 

As mi^kt be supposed, there ^^as no lack of super- 
:Stitiou8 rareties and reliques in such a splendid 
establishment — the inventory filled four sheets of 
paper; and amongst other curiosities equally ge- 
nuine, are described, ** the wing of the Angel who 
i)rought over the point of the spear that pierced 
Jesus Christ" — a vast number of " pieces of the true 
cross" — and the " hand of St. James.*" Hoveden 
thus describes the latter: "Rex vero an<;Iorum 
Henricus, prae gaudio manus beati Jacobi upofdoU, 
allata ad eum per iVlatildem Enipcratricem, filiam 
suam fundavit nobilem Abbatium de Rcdinges, et 
earn bonis muitis ditavit^ et in ea manum beati Jacobi 
Apostoli posuit." 

The armorial bearings of the abbey are carved on 
vthe side of the west door of St. Lawrence's church, 
.azure, three escallop shells, or. The common seal 
•represented on one side the figure of the Blessed 
Virgin betweeu St. James and St. John; reverse, 
.Henry I. the royal founder, sitting in kingly state, 
the sceptre in his right hand, the monastery iu his 
left hand, St. Peter and St. Paul on either side, f 

In the time of Elizabeth, the abbey was the occa- 
sional residence of the " Virgin Queen ;" and in the 
xeign of James 1. Camden describes it as ** a royai 
seat, with fair stables, and princely and most generous 
-steeds." The dwellings on the north side of St. l^aw- 
jcence's church-yard occupy the site of these stables. — 
jSpeed however places them at the farther end of the 
Saracen's Head yard. 

In the Exchequer Record Office arc preserved the 
fcllowing papers, relative to the Abbey of Reading: — 

Carta regis Abbati de Radynge de libertatibus, 
Trinitatis Recorda 1? Edward ill. Rotulo. 

Carta Abbati de Radynge pro Terris in comitatibus 
Berksirae, et Herefordiae, irrolulata, Trinitatis Recor- 
da 20 Edward 111. Rotulo. 

* See note p. 73. 

f The Rev. W. Nai*cs' account of the discovery of the sup- 
posed coffln of Henry I. \vill be found in the note appended to 
pp. 10 and;il. 
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Carta re^is Abbati de Radynge. Paechs Recorda 20 
EdWard IIL Rotulp. 

Carta regis Abbati de Radynge in comitattt Berk- 
sirae facta Hillarii Recorda 5 Richard II. Rotulo. 
Remen regis. 

Confirmatio Cartarum de libertatibus Abbati de 
Radynge Comitatu Berksirae concessa. JVliehaelis 
Recorda. Ist Henry V. Rotulo 11 

Carta regis de confirm atione libertatum Abbati 
et Conyentui de Radynge. Michaels Recorda. Ist 
Henry VI. Rotulo 10. 

Carta regis de confirmatione de libertatibus Abbati 
et Conventui B. IVI arise de Rad3mge facta. Hillarii 
Recorda 8 Henry VI. Rotulo J . 

Carta regis de confimatrone libertatum Abbati de 
Radynge facta. Hillarii Recorda 8 Henry Vlth. 
Rotulo 4 vul. 21. 

Carta regis Abbati de Radynge de libertatibus Fac- 
ta. Padchse Recorda 48 Henry VI. Rotulo 7, 

Carta confirmationis privilegiorum Abbatis et 
ConventCls de Radynge in Comitatu BerksirsB. Hil- 
iarii Recorda 3 EdwardVI. Rotuo 10. 

Finis solutus per Abbatum et Conventum de Ra- 
dynge pro confirmatione labertatum. Originalia 2 
Henry VIII. Rotulo 57. 

• Carta regis de libertatibus concessa monasterio de 
Radynge Abbati et Monachis per Henricum filium 
regis Wilhelmi irrotula Michaelis Recorda 13 Henry 
VIII. Rotulo 23. 

Carta regis de libertatibus Abbati et Conyentui de 
Redinge concessa. Paschse Recorda 18 Henry VIII. 
Rotulo 7 et 1. pars originalis 34. Henry VIII. Ro- 
tulo 75. 

The Abbey also possessed the patronage of the fol- . 
lowing livings, amounting, in number, to twelve^ the 
whole of which paid pensions to the Abbot. 

The Vicarage of Buckleberry. 

The Vicarage of Thatcham, with the Chapels of 
Oreenham and Midgam. 
' The Vicaragei of Beenham Valence. 
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The Vicarage of St. Giles, "J 
The Vicarage of St. Lawrence, > in Readings 
The Vicarage of St. Mary, J 
The Vicarage of Warfield alias Burfiel^ 
The Vicarage of Wargrave. 

The Vicarage of Cholsey, writh the'ehapel of MoulS- 
ford. 

The Vicarage of Tiiehurst, (where the Ahbot was 
appropriator.) 
The Vicarage of Stanton Harcourt, (in Oxfordshire.) 
The Vicarage of Rowington, (in Warwickshire.) 
The patronage of Eye vicaraofe with its seven chapels 
* and of Leominster Vicarage, which paid a Mark yearly 
to the Abbot, was enjoyed by the priory of Leominster, 
in Hei efordshirc, which was a cell to Reading; 

The Benedictine monks, to which order, it has been 
already observed, this Abbey belonged, derived their 
title from St. Benedict, a native of Nuria, in Italy, 
who was born about the year 480, and who commen- 
ced in his boyhood a life of rigorous devotion and 
retirement, from which he reluctantly withdrew, at 
the solicitations of the monks of the Monastery oft 
Sublaco, to become their Abbot, llie severity of his 
rules, however, was not relished by that brotherhood, 
whom^ finding unmanageable, the saint soon deserted 
for his former course of life ;. he became the founder 
of a sect which rapidly spread over Europe; a zealous 
iconoclast, lAdestroymg the images as well as the tem- 
ples of Apollo ; the author of Regula Monachorum^ 
according to the infallible authority of Gregory the 
Great, surpassed all other works for the brilliancy of 
its style, and the deepness of its wisdom ; a perfor- 
mer of miracles, and he, finally, died with the exalted 
reputation of having been the Elisha of his period. 
The costume of his order consisted of a loose black 
gown, with large wide sleeves, a scapulary, and a 
capuchin or cowl, on their heads, terminating in a 
point behind ; the gown and cowl were not worn in 
doors, and the under dress was composed of a tight 
suit of flannel, with stockings and shoes, or boots, 
covering their legs ; indeed, with the exception of the 
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femornlift, nnd the colour of their cortume, the bluc- 
eoat boys are nearly facsimiles of most of tlierelig^i- 
ous orders. Black was the prevailiiin^ colour In the 
habits of the Dcuedictinen, from which, in the Canoib 
Taw they are styled Black Friars. The rules of St. 
Benedict, an observed by the monks of Readinpf, and 
indeed by all En&flish monks' who acknowledged him 
aa their patron, were as follows.* They were obliged 
to perform their dcvotl'ons seven titties in twenty-four 
hours, the whole circle of which devotions referred to 
the passion and death of Christ. In Lent, they dared 
not" break their fast till iust before sunset, and, \w 
addition to this severe discipline during the same sea-, 
son, their period for repose was considerably abridged; 
but no one was allowed to practise any further or 
voluntary austerity without a permission from the 
superior : reading the Scriptures was practised at 
meals in place of conversation ; from which corporeal 
and spiritual enjoyment those who had been gurfly of 
small offences were excluded ; while greater sinners 

♦ Mosheim, in his Ecclesiastical History, observes that the 
Latin monks about the commencement of the tenth century ^^ 
had so entirely lost sight of all subordination and disciplines^ 
tfcit the greatest part of them knew not even by name the rule 
of St. Benedict, which they were obliged to observe. A noble 
Frank, whose name was Odo, a man as learned and pious as 
the ignorance and superstition of the times would permit en- 
deavoured to remedy this disorder ; nor were his attempts to-* 
tblly unsuccessful. This zealous ecclesiastic being created, ixr 
S^T, Abbot of Clugni vrt tfie province of Burgundy, not only 
oUiged the monks to live in rigorous observance of their rules, 
bat also added to th^r discipline a new set of ceremonies, 
which, notwithstanding the of sanctity that attended them, were, . 
in reality, insignificant and trifling, and yet, at the same time,^. 
severe and burthensomcT-this new rule of discipline covered its 
author with glory, and, in a short time was adopted in all the 
European convents, for the greatest part of the ancient monas- 
Iferies, which had been founded^ in France, Germany, Italy» 
Britain, and Spain, received the rule of the Monks olChigni,. 
to which also the convents, newly established, were subjected* 
>jy their founders ; and thus it was that the order of Clugni at-- 
tained that high degree of eminence and authority, opulence 
and dignity, which it exhibited to the Christian world in tls' 
following century. 
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were debarred from all reli/^ious rites dtirinff a stated 
period; and incorrigible ones were expelled the mo- 
nastery altogether ; they lay in the clothes which they 
wore during the day (their shirts were woollen, and 
they only had two a year,) all sleeping in the same 
dorinitory, but each Monk on his |icculiar pallet, the 
furniture of which was a mat, a blanket, a rug, and a* 
jlillow. They were not allowed to hold any private- 
property of their own, and all their worldly posses- 
sions, which were furnished them by the Abbot, con- 
sisted of their scanty allotment of clothes, a knife, a 
needle, a handkerchief, and a steel pen, with tablets 
to write upon. The order was introduced into Eng- 
fead by St. Augustine, (prior of St. Andrews, at Rome; 
and subsequently Archbishop of Canterbury,) in the 
year 696, and if we may date its dissolution at tho 
death of Farringdon, the 30th, and last Abbot of the 
community at Reading, which took place in 1639, its- 
existence in this country will be found to have lasted 
943 year^ 

We haVe but a few more words to add concerning, 
the present appearance of the ruins of this once ma- 
jestic structure, — to deny that they possess a certain 
beauty, would be idle ; to claim intrinsic beauty for 
them/ would be equally absurd; the former arises 
from the associations connected with the buildings 
and the claims to notice which it derives from its an- 
tiquity; a stranger wilb rarefy turn from it disap- 
pointed; while, if he be a lover of the picturesque,, 
though he may find little in \U present architectural 
details offering subjects for his pencil, the lovely:' 
scenery around, to wiiich it once lent additional 
beauty, will well and amply repay hiin. It is scarcely 
possible to assert now, that the original building w^9< 
oharacterised by unity of style, though like moat 
English ecclesiastical edifices, and unlike those of 
Scotland, such, from its remains, appears, but with 
trifling exceptions, to have been the case.^ Dr. Ma^ 
cuUocn explains this difference in the religious archi- 
tecture of the two countries, by observing, that in 
England: the particular erections of our edifices coin- 



d by Google 



9^ HISTORY OF READING. 

eided in period with tlie introduction of each new tryle;* 
of which they were the examples, and that as the style*' 
became obsolete, the fashion itself ceased : while in 
Scotland, where the dates of the erectiouiS were gene-' 
rally far later than the first and second, and often 
even posterior to the 8ubse<}uent style, the architects^ 
from Ignorance or inattention, used indiscriminately 
whatever they had seen. The ruins of Reading Abbey 
do not exhibit any violent amalgamations of the Nor- 
man and the three Gothics; its immense masses of 
wall denote its original strength ;. a great portion of 
the building was taken away and employed in the coa- 
struotion of the churches of St. JVJary, and St. Law- 
rence; a hospital, kitchen, and pastry-room for the 
poor Knights of Windsor, were built entirely from 
materials which the ruins afforded ;. and they were 
further despoiled by the late General Conway, who, 
while building the celebrated bridge on the high road 
between Wargrave and Henley, made use of the ruins 
as a quarry, ^om the resources of which he raised his 
singular and well-known structure. But the cause of 
its present state of dilapidation is chiefly assigned to 
the contending parties, in the civil wars, when not 
only the outer walls were destroyed by the artillery,, 
and other parts were undermined, or blown up, on its 
' vacuation by the King's troops in 1644, but many of 
its florid ornaments defaced in mere wantonness : the 
reformers too, in their anxious search for the silver 
coffin of the founder, had previously lent no slothful 
aid in the work of demolition : the tradition that Henry 
was so buried '' was probably one of the notions that 
prompted them, after having demolished the super- 
structure, to violate the repose of the grave, and to 
scatter abroad the ashes of the once mighty Monarch." 
The remains of the great hall or chapter house can 
only be viewed from the exterior ; • the inside being 
occupied by the erection of the National School. Tliis- 
beautiful room was eighty feet long, and forty feet 
wide, with three large entrance doors from the cloister 
each surmounted by a window ; and five large windows^ 
decorated the East end, the njof was an arched cielin^^ 
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8priQi(inK ffom eight pilasters in the side walls, ea^ 
twenty feet high, the height of the room from the 
flooring to the centre of the cieling was about forty 
feet ; the walls were six feet thick above the founda* 
tiou; below which they were 12 feet thick, to the 
depth of 7 feet. Two councils were held in this room, 
the first in the rdgn of King John, summoned by the 
Pope's legate: the second, in that of Edward 1st, by 
Archbishop Peckharo. The parliament which was 
assembled at Reading, in the tnirty-first year of King 
Henry the Sixth, is supposed to have been held in the 
Refectory, of which, ot the church, and of some pas* 
sages, the Btrauger will yet find a few remains. For 
an account of the coffin preserved in the school-house 
we refer our readers to page 10. 

Of the diet of the Monks we have no certain ac- 
count; Mr. Man cites a corrody granted from th« 
Abbot to John Mawne, allowing him from the manor 
of Leominster, the same fare as the brethren, which 
from the mention of flesh, fish, ale, loaves, fuel, and a 
horse, *' to be kept with hay only," appears to liave 
been pretty ample ; as a further prooithat their diet 
was not a very spare one, we shall beg leave to close 
our notice of the Abbey, with the following anecdote 
from Fuller's Church Iltstory. " As King Henry the 
eighth was hunting in Windsor Forest, he either casu- 
ally lost, or more probably wilfully losing himself, 
be struck down, about dinner time, to the Abbey of 
Reading, where disguising himself, (much, for delight, 
more, for discovery unseen), he was invited to the 
Abbot's table, and passed for one of the King's guard, 
a place to which the proportion of his person might 

Eroperly entitle hfm. A sirloin of beef was set before 
im (s& knighted, saith tradition, bv this Henry), on 
which the King laid on lustily, not disgracing^ one of 
that place for whom he was mistaken. ' Well fare 
thy heart!' quoth the Abbot, 'and here in a cup of 
sack I remember the health of his grace, your mas* 
ter. 1 would give one hundred pounds, on the condi- 
tion 1 could feed so lustily on beef, as you do, Alas \ 
my weak and soueezie stomach will hardly digest the 
wing of a small rabbit or chieken.^ The Kingplei^ 

R 
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sftoUy pled|;red him, and heartily thanked him for hi* 
good cheer; after which he departed aa undiscovered 
as he came thither^ Some weeks after, the abbot was 
sent for by a pursuivant, brought up to London, clapt 
ki the tower, kept close prisoner, and fed for a short 
time with bread and water;. yet not so empty his body 
of food, as his mind was fille<i with fears, creating 
many suspicions to himself, when and how he Lad in- 
curred the King's displeasure. At last a sirloin of 
heef was set before him> on which the abbot fed as the 
farmer of his grange^ and verified the proverb, that 
tMO- huM^ry meaU make the third a glutton. In springa 
King Henry, out of a private lobby, where he had 

Skced himself tfaeinvisible spectator of the Abbot's- 
diaviour, 'My Lord!' quoth the King, 'presently 
deposit vour hundred pounds in gold, or else no going 
hence all the daies of your life. I have been your 
physician to cure yoikof your squeezie stomach, and' 
here, as I deserve, I demand my fee for the same/ 
The abbot down with his dust,, and,, glad he had es«- 
oaped so, returned to Reading, as somewhat lighter- 
in purser so much m«re merry in heart, than whe^t* 
he came thence.'^ 

THE FORBURY 

Was the outer court of the Abbey, from the ruins of 
which it is now separated, and presents some remains 
of Astan's occupation of it during tbe-civil wars. Tlie 
origin of the name has been disputed, but it is ob- 
viously derived from Forh Burp ; Fnubtmrg, or sub- 
urb, in confirmation of which, it was alwhvs considered^ 
as being out of the jurisdiction of the magistrates of 
thetowiu Coates savs, " the name might have been 
spelt anoiently Fore-berie, the word Eerie signifying 
any wide open place rrin whieh sense it is found in the 
corporation diary .''^ Hearne-m his glossary, is still 
farther from the truth ; be describes ^'^ the significa- 
tion of Forbery being nothing hut< Forbisher^s, or 
Furbisher's Row, or the place where the arms were 
furbished, and those that did it, dwell." But though 
it was customary to name streets from the trades^ 
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carried on io them, such as Silver Street, wbi^ was 
formerly Sievyers (or sieve makers^ street, this could 
not apply to the Forbury which was always estr^ miiam. 
Stow says that Edward ill., after keeping Chriatmas at 
Guildford, had a ^reat justing at Reading, and Coatet 
8Ut(gests thereupon, that this was probably the place 
where tournaments were sometimes held. In the sur- 
vey, made by order of parliament in 1650, it is spoken 
of as a court walled round " bounded with the great 
Flummery north, the Grange east, and the great gar- 
den and scite south, and butting upon the town of 
Reading west, which town doth yearly keep four 
fairs, and doth now lie common, and through which 
there are several ways as passages, into and out of 
King's Mead, into the great barn, stable, and lodging 
there, and other ways, which said court contains bf 
admeasurement, seven acres and twenty perches, which 
we value, for the reasons aforesaid, to be worth, per 
annum, but twenty shillings.*' Since the disf olution 
of the Abbey, the Forburynas been considered by the 
inhabitants,' as common ; for though the crown lett 
the abbey lands, and this among the rest, to individuals 
who consider it freehold, the town has, nererthelesB, 
a prescriptive right to hold fairs in it, and to make 
use of it as a place of amusement and exercise. Several 
attempts have been made to deprive the inhabitants 
of the common right, and to confine it to merely dur- 
ing the continuance of the fairs, but they have, at 
such times, displayed a very praiseworthy spirit, that 
has hitherto deservedly succeeded in resisting such 
attempts. 

The Literary Institution occupies a private house at 
the entiance of the Forbury; it possesses a reading 
room, a residence for the librarian, and the usual a<f> 
vantages attending simitar societies. The original 
shares were subscribed for, at j^30 each, but a fresh 
call was afterwards made, and the Institution is now 
said to be in a flourishing state. There is a rule follow- 
ed by most of the reading societies in Ireland which 
we should do well to imitate here; in that country all 
officers OB duty in the town, or temporarily eojouriK 
ing in it during a march, are considered free aad 

H 2 
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welcome visitors at the library, a courtesy which has 
always been gratefully acknowledged, and not infre- 
(^uently attended with' cansidetable advantage to the 
tftwn. 

THE FRANCISCAN FRIARV. . 

It will be unnecessary for us to remind our intelli- 
gent readers, that " monk'' and '* friar,*' are worda of 
very different signification ; the former which indeed, 
Is only properly applied to the Benedictines, anciently 
denoted a person who withdrew himself from society, 
to live in solitude and abstinence, and who devoted 
himself entirely to God either by contemplation or 
prayer. Friars (Freres, or Brothers) is a term that 
became common to the monks of aU orders, when the 
ioUtariei congregated together, and,, residing in the 
same house, under the same superiors, received the 
^pellatioB of ccenol>Ues,Xo distinguish them alike from 
the hermits, who had at least a fixed domicile, and the 
vagabond sarahaiies who strolled about regardless of 
rules, and unpossessed of homes. In another sense 
the word /War, was applied to monks who were not 
ordained to the priesthood, those who were clericated 
bein^ usually dignified with the appellation oi father i 
but in the course of ecclesiastical history we soon dis* 
cover that the members of the begging orders alone 
retained the name that distinguished them as a frater- 
nity ; one of these brotherdoods settled in Reading 
about the middle of the thirteenth century, of whose 
forma and concerning the nature of whose rules» we 
shall briefly speak, before we more fully notice their 
residence in this town. 

- The establishment of Mendicants or begging friars 
occurred in the early part of that century in which they 
appeared, fur the first time, in England, during the 
jeign of Henry III.; and in purity of manners, extent of 
faniCj number of privileges and multitude of members, 
they very soon surpassed all other religious societies. 
They were most useful men, at a period, when the 
state and circumstances of their church rendered the 
establishment of such an order absolutely necessary. 
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Tbie inmates of the richly endowed tnonasterres, steep* 
ed in luxury and laziness, and fraudulently applytngto 
the use of their brutalized appetites the wealth which 
had been bequeathed by the terrors of the pious, for 
the benefit of their own souls, had lost sight of all 
their reKgious obligations ; indolent, — they suffered 
the grossest heresies to be preached, unrefuted ; igno- 
rant, — they rarely possessea learning etiough to answer 
the commonest enquiries upon the most triDing su'b- 
jects of literature ; rebellious to superwrs, ab»ndone€ 
to the worst vices, and remorseless to the basest crimes, 
they felt no anxiety for the religion that had been en- 
trusted to their unwortlty stewardship, and no desire 
beyond the vnsh of being left undisturbed in all the 
wicked enjoyments their ill-gotten opulence could 
purcliase. To oppose «uch sleepy sentinek as those, 
up rose a race of men, vowed to poverty, indefatigable, 
and enthusiastic^ their virtue such as it was, rendered 
the licentiousness of the monks more apparent by the 
contrast, find the more offensive to society as it became 
more remarked; tbey preached against the wealth, 
the vices, and the corruptions of the clergy, maintain- 
ed that voluntary poverty was the only pure charac- 
teristic of a christian^ and, by their eloquence, aKd 
energy, «nd practise, gaioed an almost sowreign in- 
fluence over tlie always weak minds, of the always 
weak <becattse igno/ant) nukkude. kitiocent UL was 
the first of the popes who perceived the immense ad- 
vantage of introducing such an order isto the church ; 
*• a set «f men/' says Mosheim, •* wfco by the austerity 
of their manners, their contempt of-nches, and the 
external gravity and sanctity of their conduct and 
raaximsy might resemble those doctors who had gained 
such reputation to the heretical sects, and who might 
risfe so far above the ailurements >ef worldly profit 
and pleasure, as not to be seduced by tlie promises or 
threats of kings and princes, from the performance 
"•f the duties which they owed to the church, or from 
persevering in their subordination to the Roman 
rimtiffs/' 

Under the fostering influence of the vice-gerents 
of Heaven, the Mendicant orders tnrose in evaSt mmt- 
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ben» Mid sefer-ending variety, that their multitude 
hegan to be oppressive to the people, burtbensome to 
the church, and matter of serious coiisideratiou with 
the Roman Apostolic Council as to the means of re- 
ducing them, by suppretfsinjr the least useful, and \^y 
consolidating the remains into four great com muni* 
ties, lliis desirable consummatiou was effected under 
Gregory X., by the council of Lyons, in 1272, and the 
" extravagant number of mendicants," were confined 
to the members of the four following societies, the 
Dominicans, Carmelices, Hermits of St. Augustin, and 
the Franciscans or Grey Friars. All these fraternities, 
by their talents and sanctity, acquired an extended 
reputation, and a boundless esteem, and veneration ; 
the instruction of youth (the most difficult and delicate 
of tasks) was entrusted to them ; their churches were 
crowded by the pious, who would receive the blessed 
emblems of salvation from no hands but those of a 
mendicant friar, and the crowded condition of their 
Cemeteries testified the anxiety which had been felt 
by the dying to have their last resting place in the 
earth that had been consecrated by the holiest of beg- 
gars. Of these, however, our attention must be neces- 
sarily confined to the Franciscans alone, whose order 
(superior to all the rest except, perhaps, that of the 
Dominicans, which did not surpass it) uad a relipfioua 
house in this town, in the custody or wardenship of 
Oxford; at the dissolution of the monasteries, the 
conventual Franciscans had about 56 houses in Eng- 
land, which were under seven custodies ; viz. those of 
London, York. Cambridge, Bristol, Oxford, Newcastle, 
and Worcester. 

Francis of Assisi, a province of Umbria, in Italy, the 
founder of this celebrated order, was the son of a 
merchant; and he enjoys the reputation of having 
been one of the most debauched and dissolute youths^ 
of the still dissolute race that inhabit the sunny side 
of the Alps. The extravagant licentiousness of his con- 
duct soon affected his health, and worked, as is usual, a 
sure and weary retribution, by prostrating his strength* 
and briflffinj^ him to the very verge of the grave. The 
result of his sickness was his transformation from a 
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•9v«ff to • fanatic ; at least, liit entkusiasm hat bean 
'^described as an extravagant kind of devotion that 
4oo)ied less like religion than alienation of mind. In 
the year 1208, in the course of his attendance on pub-^ 
4i( worship, he was forcibly struck on hearing repeated 
the address of Christ to his apostles from theiOth-chap* 
'ter of St. Matthew; of which, the 9th and 10th verses 
appear to have made the deepest impression on his 
naturally warm imagination. " Provide neither gold, 
•^or silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip for your 
'journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves* 
for the workman is worthy of his meat;" A deep re- 
' flection upon this passage convinced him that absolute 
^nd voluntary poverty was one of the most important 
articles that could be prescribed to those who were 
willing to devote their lives to the task of acquirinic 
^the favour of God ; and the neophyte, accordingly 
both practised it himself, and taught the-same to the 
little band who suffered themselves to be styled Jjis 
'^Uowers. — In this young society Innocent III.* fancied 
he saw the foundation of a renewed^ course of prospe- 
rity and holiness to at:huM:h, still indeed prosperous. 
If wealth is tt>' be understood as its sign, but whidi 
was sunk to irearly the lowest level of degrading vice 
-and ignorance ; the favour manifested towards it by 
"tills pontiff, was confirmed and enlarged by Honorius 
III., (in 1223) whose patronage elevated the order ton 
▼ery high degree of fame, &ough it disowned noto* 
riety, and of power,*tlKW|fhit shunned wealth, which 
alone can purchase it. Three years after this tha 
founder of the Franciscans died ; but, in witnessing 
the reputation and magnitude of the society to which 
he was the father, not without accomplishing che 
proud object of the latter period of his life; in his 
excessive humility he Torbaoe his followers assuming 
(the appellation otfratres^ (brethren or friars ;) but ha 
bequeathed to -them, a beggar's legacy, his prayers 

* The Ibufih Lateran Council established the doctrine of 
traosuhstantiation, during the sway of this pontiff. The TnqxiiF> 
silion, and the degradation of a distingaishmff costume impo8e4 
' wran the Jews, are also among tte memorabuiaof thedoii|iiiioa 
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Md thft nanift by which they are still dUdnj^sheA^ - 
/raierculi, (fritin minor, or little brethren) a term 
often aopUed to them in reproach or derision, bat one 
which the^ the more courted for those very reasons* 
in the spirit of the humility which they professed 
Cwdelieri^ fjom the rope of St. Francis which girded 
their loins) and Grey Jmen, from the colour of their 
|rowns» are also terms by which they are frequently 
distinguished^ I1ie favour which had been extended 
towards them by the supreme power in the metropolis 
of the Christian world, was repmd by the zealous and 
active gratitude which thev michangini|riy manifested 
In the support, and exemplary veneration which they 
pud to the po]pedom$ and for ij^hich they in return* 
were loaded with honors, privileges, and indnlgencesi 
we find them in the enjoyment of the first, as ambas* 
sadors from the Father of the Church, and advisers, 
anxiously listened to and obeyed, in the councils of 
royalty; their privileges consisted in the permission 
to preach, hear confessions, and pronounce absolu* 
tion, without seeking either the license or sanction 
of the bishops-^an employment which rendered them 
at once wealthy and odious ( but the chief source of 
their riches arose from the salt of indulgences, a 
lucrative employment, granted them as an indemni* 
fication for their sacrifice of fixed revenues ; in pro* 
cess of time it naturally followed that the Francis* 
cans, whose principle obligatign was absolute poverty 
became possessed of immense possessions and reven- 
ues in common, from which ehch/ratereuiw drew the 
means which he deemed requisite for his own subsis- 
tance ; many of them who bad sworn to poverty when 
they were ignorant of a way to grow rich, thought 
that since greatness had been forced upon them, they 
might safely dispense with the distinguishing and now, 
aeeminglv oppressive injunction of their founder ; they 
ivere well aided by Gregory IX, who in spite of Gueiphis 
and Ghibellines, and his wars with Conrade, found 
time to publish an interpretation of the rule of St, 
Francis which mitigated it of a considerable share of 
its excessive rigour. But there were yet conscientious 
curdslicrs who loudly exclaimed against the new order 
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fleclared that there was no happiness npon earth but 
in gloom and melaneholy, and the only orthodoxy — no 
money. Innocent IV, to whom the tStes eaali^i, for 
both sides consisted of eanally fierce disputants, refer- 
red the subject of their aifferences, decided in favour 
of the anti-severists ; enactin^^ bv a decree that the 
Franciscan friars should be permitted to possess lands 
houses, chattels, book<), &c. but addinfif, with sorne*- 
what of the spirit of the lawyer in the fable of the two 
Mti^Gfators, that the property of all these thintps shouM 
reside in St. Peter; that is to say, in himself, as the 
ApoMle's heir tmd successor. This edict which was by 
BO means calculated to satisfy the reformers, render* 
ed the Spiritoals outrageous, but these mal-contents> 
an appellation which of course fell to them as being 
the weaker party, were summarily di8j>osed of by ba*> 
nishment, or more graidottsly forced into a voluntary 
retirement. 

In 1247, John of Pama, being chosen general of 
the order, recalled the exiles, and made the old rule 
of St. Francis the absolute law of the society, but the 
moneyists accused him as a t^bellious heretic at the 
tribunal of Alexander IV., in consequence of which he 
was deprived of his post, and his monks thrown into 

Srison, a fate which he himself, escaped with great 
ifficulty. His successor, the learned and mild Bona*- 
ventural endeavoured to reconcile both parties, but his 
endeavours were not attended with good fortune ; a 
renewal of the decree, ftllowing the possession of pro- 
perty, was obtained, though,, in a transient hour of suc- 
cess, the adherents of Jolm of Parma subsequently ab- 
rogated and annulled the explication of Innocent, es- 
pecially in those 'points wherein it differred from that 
which had been formerly given by Gregory IX. Various 
were thedegrees of fortune which attended the dissen* 
tiaats during the reigns of succeeding popes, and the 
government of succeeding generals. Nicholas III. fa- 
voured the austere side, and published a constitution 
prescribing the original rule and duty of severe pover- 
iy.; but allowing them the possession of houses, books; 
mnd.similar conveniences. The Spirituals, however,' 
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md tlie FkocIi Fruiciseaai, wkK Uieir leader tlie cf^ 
lebrated Petrua de Serigoam, (Pierre Jean d' Olive e£ 
SerigDaoDy In Lanpiedoe) received thin confttitutlon 
with dtacoutent ; they continued to write and preach 
in favour of the original rule, and a tumultuoufl war 
of opinions ensued till the year 1287, the period of 
IVlatthew of Aqua Sparta, who was elected general of 
fie< order and ivlw made the '^confusion worse con- 
founded." 

The new leader neglected altogether the ancient rnlee 
and insilltttions of the society neither requiriog hit 
monks to profess povertv nor to practice it; such a 
latitude of opinion offended the moderate men of hk 
own party, and the whole order split into a greater 
number of divisions than before ; and distensions an4 
schisms continued for many yeais in a community 
that had beeu celebrated for its pretended disinterest* 
edness and humility; the violent SpirltuaU maintained 
that the founder uf their order was a second Christ* 
In all respects similar to the £rst, and that neither had 
^common or personal property in any thing they poiN 
teseed ; these were opposed by the brethren of the com* 
*muniiy,9k term appliea to those who were of opinion 
that the ancient severity of their institutions might bt 
changed, though 4hey loudly exclaimed against any 
mower on^earth having a right to alter their costumes. 
'The diMideFS occasioned by the tumultuous collisions 
«of these two parses eoii'ld not for some time be quelk 
«ed; they defied alike the mild inteference of Clement 
T.» and the violent mediation of John XXII. ; — ^from 
the year 1329, the rage of the disputants began gradu* 
^ly te subside, and thirty-nine years subsequently, 
they divided into the two large bodies which at present 
^exist, the eonventual brethren^ and the brethren of the 
^^ervance ; they immediatly separated and settled in 
various countries of Europe, the general opinion is, 
that they visited England as early as 1224, though 
there is no authentic account of them till the reign of 
Henry ^L, but as it was probably about the period of 
the great division that they flocked here in the motl 
considerable numbers, it Is at this point our notice 
^f them In general most Aecessarily cease, in order 
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to chserve the p«nicalar foiindation whick they htd 
in tbis town. 

Tlie eftUblisbment of the order of Frftociscans, or 
Grey Friars, is nM to bave taken place at Readin|f» 
A.D. 1233, by permission of Gre^irory IX. AdaiQ de 
Lolhbury, the abbot of the Benedictine Monastery, 
il^ranted them a piece of waste ground in the Csver- 
sfaamroad, thirty-three perches in length; and twenty* 
three in breadth*. On this ground they were allowed 
to build a place of residence, and continue there 
under certain restrictions { viz. that they were never 
to ask alms, acquire property, nor solicit donations* 
(though they were permitted to receive voluntary gifts 
that did not exceed their necessities), and they were 
also bound neither to erect dwellings on any other part 
of the Monastery possessions, nor to seek to extend the 
limits of what had been already granted them. Thf 
friars, on their part agreed that an infringement of any 
of these rules should subject them to expulsion with^ 
out the power of appeal ; while, to defend themselves 
against the possible occurence of the oppressive caprice 
of the monks, they introduced a clause in the deed of 
aettlement, wherein it was enacted that, " if the friars 
should be expelled by the monks of Reading Abbey, 
for any other cause than those above mentioned, they 
should be re-instated by tlie King's authority, and en* 
foy in their own right, what had been granted then 
oy the Abbey. If the friars should voluntarily relin- 
quish their habitation, the buildings and iiu of the 
edifice fhould belong to the Abbey.'' 

Fifty-two years subsequent to the date of the abov« 
grant, a new permission of settlement was made out. 
on the frequent representation of the brotherhood 
that their origin cd residence was in an unhealthy situ* 
ation, from the marshy nature of the ground on whicU 
it was erected ; and that it was, moreover, exposed to 
floods, at which jperiod they were obliged lo quit the 
place, or to reeoain there in great danger $ and that in 
winter, the distance from the town made it very in« 
convenient for them to procure necessaries. 

Tlie present ruins in Friar-street point out the site 
t^ their new location. Mr. Coatcs says they received 
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*' a certain area or piece of ground contuning' 16 
perches in breadtb, and 16 and a bait' in len^b, situ- 
ated between the bouse of Stepben the priest, at that 
time rector of the church of Sulbam, towards the east 
on the one part, and a i^ravel pit towarda the west on 
the other part, and extendintr from the street called 
New street to the end of the area which waa already 
t)ccupied b;^ the friars." The conditions are the same as 
on the former grant, except the addition of a clause re- 
straining ibem from interrinfirin their cemetery,cburch, 
or anv other place, the bodies of the parishioners of 
the Nlonasterjr, or of any of the chiircbes belonging 
to the Abbey, in the town of Reading or elsewhere, with- 
out special Kcenae. Their new situation was a little 
southward of their former one, and its isuperior advan- 
tage consisted in its being on more elevated ground; 
its extent was encreased by the legacy of Robert Fulco, 
who bequeathed to the brotherhood part of the ground 
now occupied by Friar street ; and Lacy, Earl of Lin- 
coln, under the sanction of Edward L contributed to 
wards the buildings, fifty-six oaks from Asherigge, 
(Ashbridge, in Berks), a part of his estate atituated 
within the limits of Windsor Forest. The work, how- 
ever, appears to have been a considerable thne in pro- 
cess of completion. ^Vhen that period arrived, it is said, 
but not with certainty, to hnve been ^dedicated to St. 
James; it is snmwsed not to have had anyendowments 
of lands, and that the friars, of whose number we have 
no account, subsisted wholly tmon alms. Judging 
from the small extent of grounn it occupied, «nd its 
appearance in Speed's map of tlie town, Mr. Mun pro- 
nounces the building to have been nather roomy nor 
elegant ; its remains, howen^er, imght wairant a diflfe- : 
rent conclusion ; the western window is a vei7 beau- 
tiful specimen of the fiorid gothic, and an assurance 
in itself that the rest of the' building was of corres- 
ponding elegance. Of the nave, side aisles, and chan- 
cel, of which the onginal structure consisted, the latter 
has long been destroyed, but the former remain, in 
nearly their original state; a line of six clustered stone 
columns supporting five lancet-pointed arches, ex- 
4eBdlng on both sides, the whole length of the nave. 
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divid« the aisles from tbe body of the church; the 
spaces between the pillars are each fourteen feet four 
inches, except the two at the east end, which are onlr 
eleven feet apart, and equal to the width of the south 
transept On the wall, (on each side ofthe arch which, 
led into the choir), which had been whitewashed over, 
some remains of painting have been traced, but too 
much defaced to enable the subject to be understood. 
An arched doorway, with circular moulding^, formed 
the entrance from the street ; and an oppsite door led 
to the cemetery and convent. The walla were com-» 
posed of a solid mass of flint and mortar, supported 
according to Mr. Man, by a " heavy tiled roof, reaching 
nearly to the c^round ;" the sub-roof was of lath and 
plaster, and the whole was remainin/^ in 1786, but 
was afterwards removed, to render the building mor^ 
salubrious when converted lo its preseot pusposeof a 
place of confinement. 

At the general dissolution of religious houses, this^ 
of course, met with no hapoier visitation than that 
whichswept away so many other richer, and probably 
less influential communities. The act of surrender, 
which we make no apology for quoting entire, shows 
how very well the poor Franciscans could make a 
?irtue of necessity; the mention however of "jewels, 
tythes, and comniodities^" proves them to have been 
above the abject poverty to which they were bound by 
their vow ; but tne act, nevertheless, has in it a vein 
of pathos that cannot fail to acquire the sympathy 
of all who can understand the state of desolation to 
which these men were reduced. 

Act of Surrender of the House of Grey FHars, at Reading. 

" Forasmuch as we do now consider, as well by daily expe- 
rience, as by example and doctrine of divers well-learned per- 
sons, irtiick have heretofore professed divers sorts of pretended 
religions, that the very tme way to perfection and to please 
God, is ministerad unto us sincerely and sufficiently, by the 
most wholesome doctrine of Christ, his apostles, ^d evang^. 
lists, and after declarod by the holy fathers in the primitive 
church of Christ, and doth not consist in the traditions and in- 
ventions of man's wit, in wearing of a grey, black, white, or 
any other coloured garment, cloak, frock, or coat, in girding^ 
ourselves upon our outward garments, with girdles AiU of knots,, 
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or In like yecoliAr manner of papistteid cerenanies, sequestrinir 
omelTes from the nniform, laudable, and eoufonnable manner 
of living of all other christian men, nsed many years from the 
beginning of Christ's religion. Perceiving idso, that as well 
the high estates of this realm, as the common people do note in 
US, and daily doth lay nnto our charges, the detestable crime of 
hypocrisy, mssimnlation, and superstition, whidh draweth their 
benevolence, and snpportation from us, whereby we have been 
in times past in manner only sustained; We, therefore, the 
frnardian and convent of the house, ealled commonly Grey 
Friars of Reading, considering that we may be the true servants 
of God, as well in a secular habit, as in a friar*s coat ; and 
knowing and well considering the miserable state we stand in, 
being fully determined in ourselves to leave all such papisticid 
and strange fashions of living, with the garments appertaining 
unto the same, with all our mutual, and free assents and con* 
•ents, do most humbly in this behalf, submit ourselves and every 
one of us, our house and place we dwell in, and all onr buil^Ungs,, 
ornaments, utensils, jewels, tythes, commodities, and all our 
things, whatsoever tiiey be, pertaining unto the same, and by 
these presents do surrender the same, and yeild them up int» 
the hands and disposition of our most noble sovereign lora, the 
King's Migesty, most humblv beseeching the same, freely and 
without any charge, in consideration of our extreme poverties, 
to grant unto every one of us, his letters under writing and his 
grace's seal, to change onr said habits, and to take snch man- 
ner of living, as honest secular priests be preferred unto. And 
we all shall faithfully pray unto Almighty God, long to preserve 
his most noble grace. In witness of the premises, and every 
part of the same, we have subscribed our names unto these pre- 
aenta, and have put our common and conventual seal unto the 
flame, the IStfa day of the month of September, and in the SOUk 
year of the reign of our sovereign lord, Henry the VIII.'* 
(Signed) Petek Screfford, Guardian, and S.T.B. 
And Ten others. 

After tbis act, some of the a^fed brethren applied, 
through Pollard, one of the coiumissioners, to oe per- 
mitted to enjoy during their lives, their chambers and 
orchard, addinff that their advanced years and infir- 
mities precluded them from all chance of obtaining; a 
rabsUtance elsewhere. The application, however waa 
unsuccessful; the church and dormitory were defaced^ 
and the friars, each bearing^ a sum of money, and a 
discharge of hiri debts, were ejected from their homes^ 
in secular apparel. Tlie old iohahitants were no soon- 
er expelled than the poorer classes of the town dea- 
polled t^e huildin&f of every thing that was moveable $ 
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l6ey even carried off tke dappers of tlie bells ; and,, 
whea, with tiie additional assistance of the comoiis* 
aioners, all the sacred appearance of the place was 
effaced, tlie body of the house was granted for a toim. 
hall, on the representation of Dr. l^indon, that the 
old buildinji^ which was appropriated to that purpose 
was very inconvenient from its sitaation upon a part 
of the river which was the common washing place of 
the town« and that the nobe from the battledores (as 
they are now commonly employed upon the Continent> 
used in beating the lineii, was so great as to interrupt 
the judicial proceedings earned on. within. It was- 
subsequently, at least a part of it, converted into a 
hospital or worlihouse for the reception of chiIdren^ 
and old persons, and supported by charitable contri- 
butions, and the proceedit arising' from the labour of 
tlie inmates; its next and final change was, in 1613,. 
to a house of correction, for which, as far aa regards 
offences committed in the town, it ie still employed,, 
fhe aisles being converted into cells for the prisoners^ 
and the roof over the nave, as before mentioned^ 
having been taken down, to render it more airy. 

TOE GREY FRIARS in CASTLE STREET. 
Mr. Man supposes this convent, from its forming at 

Krt of the same community as that in Friar Street, t<> 
vebeen probably a chapel to the latter;, according 
to Tanner it was erected in the fourteenth, century,, 
and Leland debcribes it ^ a late fayre house of grey 
freres in Castle-Strate." It is said that the extent of 
ground allotted for the purpose did not exoeed a quar*^ 
ter of an acre, on which a residence for the friars and 
a small chapel were erected ; the oresent chapel ia 
Castle street stands upon its site. When it devolved 
to the crown, it fell either by gift or purchase, into 
the hands of the magistrates of the county, who con* 
verted it into a prison for debtors, and such criminals 
as were amenable to their jurisdiction. In 1798, it 
Was taken down, and several human akeletons were 
discovered, (while the foundation was being construct* 
ad for the present building) which were supposed to 
have been some of the mortal remuas of the old reli- 
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irioiis ialiabiUmts ; b«t as executed crimiiiafo were in- 
terred here dunnf^ the time the prison stood, it U not 
impossible but that they ratiy htt?e been the bones ol 
some of the latter. It was after this the custom to 
bury criminals in the north west comer of St. Mary's 
Church-yard, ^ in like manner as they are now buried 
within the bounds of the present new jail.'' The 
vaults which were discovered under the altar, and la- 
the body of the ehapel (a small unornamented edifice, 
thirty feet and a half by twelve and a half) were found, 
OR removin^f the rubbish, to be quite untenanted. 

ST. EDMOND'S CHAPEL 
Was founded in 1204, by Lawrence Burgess, bailiff 
of Reading, by permission of Abbot Halias, on condi- 
tion of giving an endowment for its support. It was 
erected at the west end of Friar-street, called Chapel 
Hill, on a triangular piece of ground, formed by the 
hill and the road leading to Caversham, of about half 
an acre in extent. *' Tliis chapel was desecrated in 
the time of Abbot Thorn, as appears by a memorial 
presented against him in 1479, to King Edward IV. for 
various instdnces of misconduct. The memorial states, 
that this chapel, wherein were laid the bones of many 
christians, was then become a barn." On becoming 
the property of the crown, it was annexed to the 
royal manor, at Battel; in the reign of Charles L 
the c}iapel was converted into a fort, called Har« 
rison's Bam. This, with the hermitage which Bur^ 
gess built, and in which he died, has long since beea 
demolished. 

CELEBRATED PERSONS OF THE RELIGIOUS 
ORDERS ESTABLISHED AT READING. 

William of Reading, a learned Benedictine, em- 
ployed by King Henry II. in many embassies, and 
promoted by him to the Archbishopric- of Bordeaux,, 
where he died, in the reign of Richard I. 

Robert of Reading, a Benedictine, who travelled 
through Spain, for the purpose of acquiring mathe-^ 
matical knowledge ; during his journey he translated 
the Koran from Arabic into Latm, A.D. 1143. 
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V\lHi»m Boteler, celebrated as the meet eminent 
Franciscan of his time, in Enf^land. He retired to 
this town, at an advanced a((e, and died here in 1410. 
His works are *' Deterrainatio/' against translatin/r 
the scriptures into English. A MS. in the library of 
Merton College, " Lecturse super Ma^istrum Senten- 
lianun," Lib. IV. ** De indidgcntiis pontificum." 
** Questiones variae.'' 

John Latterbury, a member of the Franciscan friarv 
at Reading, and doctor in divinity; a degree which 
he acquired at Oxford, where he studied: he was ce- 
lebrated for his literary attainments, his excellence in 
theology, and for his great candour. His works are 
a " Commentary upon Jeremiah,'^ printed in 1482, 
and much esteemed. *' Distinctiones Theologise." 
** Lectiones Scripturarum.'' •* Conciones variae." 
" Lecturae morales.'* " De Luxuria Clericorum.** 
''Loci communes.'' And the following, which he be- 
queathed to the Friary : — " Explanatio Fsalmorum.'* 
" Alphabetum Morale." " Super Acta Apostolorum.** 
and " Commentarius in Hieremiam Prophetam." 
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ST. AiARY'S PARISH AND CHURCH. 

" The parish of St. Mary is eenerally supposed to 
be iucluaed in that part of the borou'ierh which was 
first buiTt upon, and therefore is considered the roost 
ancient of the three parishes of which the town is at 
present composed." 

" It is bounded on the north by the river Thames, 
which separates it from Caversham, on the west side 
as far as the bridge, from whence, takioj? in a small 
mead, oow a whitenin? manufactory, it passes along 
the centre of the hij^h road, and the lane, called the 
Workliouse lane,* to the PHngfboum road,t where 
turninjT to the left it passes alonir the middle of Bread- 
street and Butcher-row, to the end formerly called 
Tutte-hil! ; from thence down Yield hull, now Hill- 
lially to a ditch at the bottom, which forms the boun- 
dary on the south, and passinif under the north end of 
the Bear Inn to the Back brook, and from thence to 
the Kennet, above the Lock, which, from this place, 
becomes the boundary line between this parish and 
St. Giles's ; tlie remainder, on the weat side, is in- 
cluded within the bounds of the borough; but the 
hamlet of Southcote, belon^insr to thisparish extends 
beyond the limits of the borouofh. The making of 
the river Kennet navigable in 172f), had so confused 
the line of demarcation between the parishes of St. 
Mary and St Gijes, that to prevent any further alter- 
cations respecting those boundaries, it was found ne- 
cessary in 1788, for each of the vicars, with the church- 
wardens, and other respectable inhabitants of the two 
parishes, to make a survey of the whole line, when it 
was agreed, " that the slip of land adjoining the Pen- 
lock mead, and the mead itself, about four acres more 
or less, are in the possession of St. Mary's, and also a 
slip near the Wire mills, and a meadow, and a cop- 
pice of about four acres, called, in Mr. Blagrave's 
map, VVallot mead, near the said mills. And it has 
since been pnrred, that a meadow, called Dodd's 
mead, of three acres, near the said mills, belongs to 

• Thom-street. f Oxford- street. 
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Sk, Mttr|f's parish, whose officers have siace received 
the taxes for the sainit." * 

St. Mary's derives it appellation of Minster, from 
tlie supposed circumstance of its havinji^ been the first 
relig'ious edifice erected in tliis place, after the con- 
version of its inhabitants. The term, v^hich is pure 
Saxon, anciently signifiied the church of a monastery 
or convent ; the first stone of which was usually de- 
posited by the saint or preacher through whose per^' 
suasions the converts had been induced to crown their 
work of reli£;ious faith by raising a temple in honour 
of their new and only deiiy. We find St. Alban, in 
Lydgate's life of that celebrated saint, thus men- 
tioned . 

Seynte Albonei 
Of that mynstre leyde the first stone. 

The old church, being found in a state of great dila* 
pidation, was taken down* in 1547> and the present 
structure raised in its place, between the years 1550 
and 1553; the old spire, however formed a part of 
the new church, and it remained standing till 1594, 
when it was blown down in a violent storm of wind. 
The expence of rebuilding^ was very small, in conf e* 
ijuence of the materials being supplied by the abbey 
remains and by what could be made useful from the 
ancient churck; the sum amounted to only jC124„3„5 
and to this may be added the subsequent expence of 
erecting the tower, which was partly paid by a rate 
levied on the inhabitants, and in part by ^Ir. John 
Kenrick who bequeathed the sum of fifty pounds, iu 
1624, towards completing the pinnacles. 

Like the other churches in this town, St. Mary's 
can boast of no architectural beauty. It is a plain 
long building, with a square tower of considerable 
elevation (about 9() feet), and some ornament ; com- 
posed of compartments of fiint and stone, p1ace<I 
checker-wise, and surmounted by four pinnacles, ter« 
minating in vanes. The pinnacles are supported by 
octangular buttresses, through one of which is the 
assent by a stone stair case to the bell-tower, and the 

* Mr. Man and Parish Register. 
I 2 
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Ifeads, wliich are flurrounded witli battlements.' The' 
nave, ia its ori^iaal state was compass-roofed ; wbich' 
form is now changed to that of an obtusely pointed 
arch, supported by frame work of a similar shape, the 
body of the church consists of the nave, a large hand- 
some chancel, a south aisle, and a small north aisle, 
•ailed VacheU*s ;. a row of pillars, supportiug* four 
eircular arches, and which are thought to be remains 
of the old church, separate the south aisle from the 
Bave ; the chancel contains various monuinents to the 
memory of some of the principal benefactors of the 
town ; and the part devoted to the congregation is oc- 
cupied by, what Mr. Man very justly calls, *' the usual 
encumbrance of pews /^ those defacers of all interior 
ecclesiastical beauty» and invented for the people, 
immortalized by Prior, who 

paid tiie church and parish rate, 

And took, but read not, the receipt ; 

For which they claimed their Sunday's due 

Of slumbering, in an upper pew. 

" At the west end is a gallery with the date 1631, 
and W. F. R. G., the initials of Walter Fellows, Rich- 
ard Goddard. In the front, carved in wood, are the 
arms of Thomas Bunbury, the vicar ; on a bend dex- 
ter, three chess-rooks; over all, a label of three points ; 
the crest, a leopard's face. Over the capitals of the 
pillars are grotesque figures, which support the pro- 
jecting part of the gallery, some of whicn are playing 
on an instrument of music, resembling a pipe. This 
is used for a singing gallery, and behind it, under the 
bellfrey, is a screen of carved oak, with the date 1624, 
and the initials K. S. R. S. Edmund Spyre, Richard 
Stampe." 

The font stands at the west end of the south aisle ; 
the vase, which appears to have been placed upon the 
pedestal of a more ancient font, is octagonal : four sides 
of it are floridly ornamented, one is quite plain, and 
the other three have escutcheons of arms. West- 
ward of the font, below the window, are the remains 
of an ancient grave stone, once adorned with rich 
canopy work, .but now stripped of all its ornaments, 
brasses, and inscriptions In the same aisle stood 
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Colney'o Clmiitry, of wliicli there arc now no reinaim 
A chantry was anciently a small ^diapel, church, or 
altar, in a cathedral or minster, whicn was cndoweii 
M'ith lands, or other yearly rerenue, for the mainte- 
nance of one or more priests, daily saying* or sin|ifinpf 
mass for the souls of the donors and such others as 
they appointed Hie word, as applied to an interior 
building, is thus used by Shukespeare : 

Now go with me, and with this holy man, 

Into the chantry by : 

And, underneath that consecrated roof, 

Plight me the full assurance of your faith. 

Chantry rents, are rents paid to the crown by tbc 
tenants or purchasers of chantry lands. 

Colney chapel, or chantry, was instituted A.D. 1372, 
in the reign of Edward 1JJ.« probably by one of th« 
Colney family, for the benefit of the souls •of 4l»e kini^, 
William and Johanna Catour, Thomas und Soha d« 
Colney, and for the souls of all the faithful iiiterred 
within St. Mary's church ; an annual rent charge of 
twenty-five shillings was applied to the establishment 
of a chaplain ; and the presentation to the chantry, 
after the decease of William Catour, was vested in tfie 
mayor of the town ; or in the bishop of Salisbury, if 
no presentation were made witbin three months. 

Mr. Man gives a list of tw^e incumbents, ending 
with Richard Turner, 1523; who haH an annuity of 
six pounds per annum settled on him for life, when 
the chantry was dissolved in the rdgn of Henry VIU. 

The ^ews are of oak, and of considerable antiquity^ 
the upright timbers and cross pieces that support the 
substantial framework of the roof, are said to be of 
chesnut, and hav« Wen procured from Reading Ab- 
bey ; the pulpit and reading desk, a gift from the 
Vachell family, are of mahogany, and supposed to be 
part of the first wood of that kind brought into Read- 
ing. The communion table is enclosed with rails of 
oak, and the altar piece is of the same material con- 
sisting of plain pannels, with an architrave, supported 
by fluted pilasters of the Ionic order. In the centre 
is a semi-circular pediment with a return, supported 
. by three pilasters^ between which are the two tables «f 
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the Iftw^ lu black characters, on a gold ground ; and 
on each side, are the Lord's Prayer and the Creed. 

Vachell's aisle^ which was originally a small chapel, 
is on the north side of the church ; in the window are 
the ai-ms of the family, bearing this motto, now al- 
most defaced. 

'* It is better to suffer than to revenge/' 

the origin of which is thus related by Symonds, in hij» 
church notes : " It is reported in Reading* an old 
story of Vachell, that would not suffer the Abbot of 
Reading to carry hay through his yard. The abbot, 
after many messages, sent a monk, whom Vachell, in 
fury killea, but was forced to fly; and he and his after 
took the motto of " better to suffer than to reveng's.*' 
Mr. Coates adds that the tradition still continues, and 
he supposes that the privileges claimed by the abbot, 
as lora of the manor of Reading, and impropriator of 
the great tithes in this parish, resembled those now 
asserted by the corporation, who, in their preambn- 
lotions, have the right of passing over a foot bridge, 
3tear which it is said* the monk was slain. 

The chancel was wainscotted and furnished with 
seats in 1580$ and from the following entry it appears 
to have been done at the expense of the parishioners. 
'* The parish, this year, at their own proper costs and 
charges, and from their own good will, and well dis- 
posed minds, and because it is requisite and godly for 
every christian to come most reverently, orderly, and 
with all humility to that excellent table of the Lord's 
supper, being unto them that worthily receive the same, 
a pearl of most precious prize; and seeing heretofore, 
how disorderly, for want of good government, and 
lacking of decent room, the said place was disordered, 
hath caused the chancel to be wainscotted, and seated 
round about, which cost fourteen pounds, saving, 
and towards which, Mr. William Powell, vicar, of his 
own good will, and so to instigate the parishoners in 
this 80 godly a deed, gave forty shillings, and there 
was laid out of the church^tock, thirteen shillings and 
and four pence ; the remainder was raised by a tax on 
the seats from eight pence to one pentiy each yearly." 
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There appears no doubt but that the Abbey fur* 
nUhed nearly all the materials ofVhicii the church is 
composed, a fact which sufficiently accounts, a« we 
have already observed, for the small expenses Incurred, 
whether for buildini^ or repairing;. The subjoined 
eatry from the churchwardens books notice some of 
the charges made in removing the materials from the 
abbey for the above purpose. 

Paid for the roof in the Abbey , . ■. .£6 18 8 
Paid for taking down the roof and taking out the 

hooks 6 4 

Paid for taking down the choir, and the carriage 

home of the same ; twentyone loads . .0106 

Paid for the carriage of eleven loads of lead into the 

abbeyi to be cast . . . . • . 3 10 
Paid the plumbers for their paius . . . .010 
Paid for twenty-one loads carriage at timber out of 

the abbey 6 8 

Paid to Serjeant Hynde for the pillars . . . 10 ■ 
Paid the Carter for a load of stone carriage out of 

the abbey 2 6 

Paid for the door that stood in the cloister, and for 

a stove in the church . . . . . .080 

The door here mentioned is, in Mr Man's opinion, 
that at the west end of the church, which is evidently 
of an older date than the rest of the building ; the 
jambs and lintels are of massive free stone ; there is 
an escutcheon on each side but the bearin&^s are quite 
defaced. Over the door, is a window in the Norman 
style of architecture, with these letters inscribed about 
the point of the arch, 

tr.qd.tr.tr 

In 1571. a parish clerk was appointed, in the person 
of "Mr. John Marshall, who appears to have been the 
first raised to that important dioruity since the opening 
of the church ; his recompence fur performing that 
office, and also the graver duties of sexton, and with 
those of evenins: bell ringer, amounted to sixteen 
shillings and eignt pence per annum, he was appoint- 
ed, (according to the church books) for the more or- 
derly discharge of divine service ; and in consideration 
of bis emoluments, he was " from time to time to see 
the church clean kept, the seats swept and clean made, 
the mats beaten, the dogs driven out of the church, 
the windows made clean, and all other things (tone 
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tkaf shall be necessary to be done for the good and 
cleanly keeping of the chareh> and the quiet of divine 
service. 

A farther addition was made to the ornamental pari 
of the ehurch in 161 1^ by the introduction of a dock, 
made by a horologist from Windsor i who was ta 
receive twenty-four pounds, thirteen shillings, and 
eight pence, on the completion of his piece of handi- 
craft ; and to give a bond to the parish, under suffici" 
ent surietiei, for its going correctly ; but the Windsor 
dock maker does not seem to have been the Tompion 
of his craft, for shortly after, Mr. Marshall had to 
enumerate among his other duties, the setting of the 
clock ** so as to go and strike, as near as he could, at 
due hours." 

The church had originally a ring of three bells, but 
in 1614, a fourth bellwas added, of the value of fifty- 
one pounds sixteen shillings ; nearly half was paid by 
Mr. Powell, the Vicar ^ and the remainder made up 
by subscriptions from the parishioners ^ whose liber- 
ality, in the same year, contributed towards building 
the arch that divides the chancel from the nave. In 
the following year. Dr. Powell, who seems to have 
been indefatigable in promoting the beauty of his 
church, and increasing the number of its bells* suc- 
ceeded in persuading '' the right worshipful Lady 
fiennet Webbe, widow of Sir William Webbe, Knt. 
dtizen, and ironmonger, of London, and lord mayor 
in 1591, who was born at Reading/' to contribute the 
** fifth bell/' which cost one hundred and one pounds, 
sixteen shillings, and weighs twenty-one hundred-^ 
weight* one quarter, nineteen pounds i this addition 
to the belfry was caUed the Lady bell, to commemo- 
rate, in memorkm iemjntemam the generosity of the 
relict of the flower of civic aristocracy. At what time 
the present ring of eight bells was completed is not 
mentioned* 

* The fivst application of bells to relidoos pursoses is as* 
eribed to Panlinus Bishop of Nola, in Campania, abottt the 
year 400 ; they were introduced into Scotland, as early as the 
siztili cmliiry, and during the followiag one, into th«: chnrdics 
of Eni^aod. The number of bells in cverj church gave occa- 
sion to the curious and singular piece of architecture in the 
umpanUef or bell-tower { an addition which is more susceptible 
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The south window, opposite the palpit, wa« built 
in 1679, by the churchwardens, *' which was the only 
thing they did that deserves praise," shortly after, the 
roads, leading to the church, which had become al« 
most impassable, were properly repaired, and from 
this time it received little in the way of ornament or 
addition, till the year 1796, when the whole was 
thoroughly renovated and embellished. 

A terrier orreiU roU tff SL Mmy*M Parish im 1666. 
A guit rent oat of a tenement at Tanmyl Lock 

(Lock Mead, behind the Bear Inn) . 
A quit rent out of a bam In Lurkman's Lane . 
A quit rent oat of a house in Grape Lane 
A quit rent for a house in Minster Street 
A quit rent of Richard Butler, the miUer of Burfield 

for his house in Minster Street . 
A year's rent for the hoase of the hiU • 
A year's rent for the tenement at Cornish Cross, 

called the Clerk's house .... 
A-year's rent of the Thatched house 
A year's rent for a house opposite fht Bear . 
A year's rent for a house in the Butts . 

Total • . . £3 8 
Terrier in 1799. 
Mr. Vacfaell's dumcel, per annum . . . .10 
Rent of a house in Castle Street, in the occiqmtion 

of Mr. Abery, baker 3 8 

Rent of Mr. Dixon's house in the Butts . .300 

Rent of Mr. Earle's house in Castle Street . . 1 10 
Bent of Mr. Jno. Dean's house • . • .306 
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Total ... £9 18 8 

of the grander beauties of architecture than any other part of 
the edifice, and is generally, therefore, the principal or rudi- 
ments of it* Bells were formerly baptized, anointed oJeo ehrigm 
maiiSf and nftmed in a very solemn manner, as when tUs cere- 
mony had been performed, they were supposed to have the power 
of calmfag tempests, extinguishing fires, and' more particularly 
of driving away spirits ; hence the origin of the pasain^beUf 
which was anciently rung to scare away the devil, and ffive the 
parting soul what sportsmen call /oto, tiie better to enaole it to 
win its race for immortal life ! The pleasure arising teom. the 
mekdy of bdls consists in the variety of interchange, and the 
various sucoessicm and general predominance of &e coason* 
aaees in the sounds prcnuced. The anxiety of the Vicar for 
increasing the number of his bells is easily accounted for, when 
we recollect that, /our beUs only admit of twenty -four chanfee 
in ringing, while ^re bells can make one hundred mti twenty^ 
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" The revenues of the vicar, consist of the great and 
small tithes throughout tti« parish, easter dues, and 
surplice fees. The glebe contsists only of the ground 
attached to the parsonasfe house, and a sioall piece of 
ground called the l<ock Mead, or the Vicar's orchard, 
contain^ fifty-one square or ifuperficial poles, now 
makini^ part of the garden belonging to the Bear Inn. 
There is besides, a house on the south side of Castle- 
street, belonging to the vicarage. The rectorial 
tithes were granted by queen Elizabeth, in 1573. 

"•* In addliioti t,o tlie above tlitj vicar receives ten 
pounds per annum, tlve gift of Mr. Kendrick, for 
reading morning prayers, out of which sum he pays 
the clerk thirty shillings. He also receives three 
pounds eleven shillings, per annum, beint:: the interest 
of S. S. stock, purchased with the sum of one hundred 
pounds, left for that purpose by Mrs. Thorn. Jolm 
Blagrave, Esq. in 1611, left ten shillings, per annum, 
to the vicar for the time being, fur a sermon to be 
preached on Good Friday; and Mrs. West, in 1717» 
left one pound per ann., for a sermon to be preached 
on St. Thomas's day, every year, at one of the three 
churches, alternately." 

*' Beside the above gift for extra duties, the vicar 
receives annually, one pound ten shillings, being one 
third of the tenth prrt of Mr. Allen's gift." 

" The church is rated in the King's books, at eleven 
pounds, twelve shillings, and three pence half-penny; 
ai^d ihe yearly tenths at one pound three shillings and 
two pence three farthings." 

The vicarage house is situated on the south side of 
the church-yard. Tlie front was rebuilt by Mr Fox, 
it was enlarged by Dr. Bolton, and considerably en- 
larged by Mr. Sturges. Until the dissolution, the 
vicarage was in the patronage of the Abbey; since 
then it has been in the presentation of the King, or 
what is nearly the same thing, in the gift of the Lord 
Chancellor. Mr. Coates furnishes a list of twenty 
vicars who successively held it (from 1173 to 1570) 
while the patronage was in the possession of the abbey 
and convent of lUadiog; the following list containt 
the names of vicars, since the erection of the preseat 
ciiiirch:—- 
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Mr. Wm. PoweU A.D. 1571 WiBiam Reeves, A.D. 1711 

Jdo. Denifion, D.D. 1614 Francis Fox, M.A. 17^ 

Thomas Btmbnry, D.D. 1628 Robert Bolton, D.C.L. 173S 

Christopher Fowler, 1641 Charles ^tnrgres, 1763 

Peter Mews, L.L.D. 1662 Archdeacon Nares 1805 

WiUiam Ltoyd, D.D. 1667 H. H. MUman, 1817 

Abraham Brookshanks, 1676 

Christopher Fowkr, mentioned alK)ve, was born at 
Malborough, and, at the age of 16, became a servitor 
of Mai(dalen College, in 1627, where he remained till 
he took his bachelor's degree^ when he removed to 
Edmund Hall, took there the degree of Master of that 
faculty, and was shortly after ordained ; for some time 
he preached near Oxford, and subsequently, at West 
AVood'hav, near Donnington, in this County. In 1641 
lie joiaea the Presbyterians, and became celebrated 
for his conceited and fantastical style of preaching. 
" For by his many odd gestures and frantic behaviour 
(unbecoming the serious gravity to be used in the 
pulpit) he drew constantly to his congregation, a nu- 
merous crowd of silly women and young people, who 
seemed to be hugely taken and enamoured with his 
obstreperousness and indecent cants." He was ad* 
pointed sucessively to the dignities of vicar of St. 
Alary's, fellow of Eton, and assistant to the Berkshire 
Commissioners, named for carrying on the " beauteous 
discipline,'' as their employment was termed of eject- 
ing those whom they styled " scandalous, ignorant, 
«ttd iosuliicient ministers and schoolmasters." At the 
restoration, being a non-conformist, he lost botlr his 
vicarage and fpllowship, and retired to Kennington, 
where he continued to preach in hi« usual style. For 
some time before his death, he was much disordered 
in his understanding, and, finally, died in Southwark, 
In 1676. 

Fowler's works possess very little merit, though he 
seems to have been a man of education ; and there is 
nothing known of his character, that can warrant our 
impeaching him for want of sincerity in his motives. 
It was rather against the MvoXXti of the puritans, thaa 
against the talented members of that class of religion* 
I8ts, that the shafts of the dramatists of that period 
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*were driven ; of the many alliistons made to them by 
theatrical writers, Jonson's deserves to be the besi 
Icnown fur it is at once the m96i witty and correct : 
<ex. gra. 

Lit, Babbi Busy, sir, U more tbab «n elder, be is a prophet, 
sir. 

Quar, Of I know him, a baker, is he not ? 

Lit, He was a baker, sir, bat he does dream now, and see 
visions ; he has given over lus trade. 

Qtutr^ I remember ffhattoo-; out of a scrapie he took, that 
4n spiced -conscience, those cakes he made, were served to bri- 
dales, may-poies, norrices, and such profane feasts and meet- 
ings. His diristian name is Zeal-of-the-Land. 

Lit. Yes, sir ; Zeal-of-the-XAnd Busy. 

Winn, Howl what a name's there ? 

Lit, O they liave all such names, sir ; he was witness for 
"Win. here, — ^they will not be called godfathers, — and named 
her Win-the-fight-: you thought her name had been Wmnfired, 
'did you not. 

Winn, I did indeed. 

Lit, He would have thought himself a stark reprobate, if it 
%ad. 

Peter Mews, the fifth tn the above list of vicars, was 
probably a more celebrated man even than Fowler : 
(e was a native of Dorset, and born in the year 1618. 
After receiving his education under his uncle. Dean 
IVinnif, at Merchant Tavlor's School, he entered at 
^t. John's College, Oxford, in 1637. His industry there 
nvas rewarded in 1641, with the degree of A, a., and 
four years after, he obtained that of M.A. ; during the 
'Civil war, he was an officer, in the royal army, and 
employed in the King's service in Holland, in 1648. 
He returned, however, to his College, and in 1660^ 
"we find him invested with the honourable degree of 
L.L.D. In 1684, at which period he was Bishop of 
IVinchester, he was commanded by the King, in com- 
pliance with the request of the gentry of Somerset, to 
^o against Monmouth, and he did eminent service, at 
the battle of Sedgemoor, where he directed the artil- 
lery ; and, afterwards, received a rich medal in return 
for the service he had performed. Hutchins men- 
tions him as a prelate remarkable for his hospitality^ 
ceiierosity, justice, and freouent preaching. He died, 
^oreraber 9> 1706^ aged 89^ and was buried in Win* 
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diester Cftthedral. The picture of Archbisbop Laud,, 
which now decorates the council chambery was pre- 
sented to the corporation by this prelate. 

Dr. Lloyd, the successor of the above, who was 
born at 'Jilehurst, near Readin|!f, in 1627» is chiefly 
celebrated for being one of the six bishops, who, with 
Archbishop Sancroft, were committed to the Tower 
in 1688^, for subscribing and presenting to King Jame^- 
the famous petition against reading in all churches, 
the royal declaration for liberty of conscience; at that 
time he possessed the see of Asaph. In 1702, when 
bishop of Worcester, and lord almoner, the queen 
deprived him of the latter dignity, on the recommen- 
dation of a majority of the House of Commons, for 
haviug improperly interfered in a Worcester Election. 
He died at the age of 91 ; and Coates cites Swift to 
prove that previous to his death, he had fallen into some- 
imbecilitv of mind, for he went to Queen Anne, says the- 
Dean of St. Patrick's, ** to prove to her majesty out 
of Daniel and the Revelations^ that four years hence 
there would be a war of religion, that the king of 
France would be a protestant, and that the Popedou> 
ihould be destroyed." 

Remarkable Entries in the Churchwardens* Book» 
1555 Paid the man for watching the sepulchre* .008. 

Pmd the minstrels 1* 6 & 

Paid for a cap and two feathers . . . 1 ff' 
1557 Paid to the minstrels and the hobby-horse up- 
on May-day S O 

Paid to the morrice dancers and the minstrels, 
meat and drink at Whitsuntide . . .034^ 

Paid to the painter for pamting their coats .028? 

Paid upon Holy Thursday for the Lord's 

breakfast 3 ]r 

.1558 Paid for hallowing the altars .. . . 14 0^ 

Paid for a pound and a lialf of frankincense . o o i ^ 
1566 Item for making the butts . . . . 8 0« 

Item for writing the scripture about the church 8 4 
'1570 Paid for two packs of cojrds • . . .004 
1571 It is agreed that Mr. Powell, vicar, shall have 

half the Pascal money, he paying for half the 

bread and wine, according to the agreement 

made with the old vicar. 

* This was a ceremony used in churches in remembranct of 
the soldiers watching the sepulchre of our Saviour. 
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lC04*IteU' to the ringen, when the queen came 

through the town 18 0^ 

1612*Item to the ringers, when the king came 

through the town 7 <r 

16*iQ Phid the two labourers to plain the ground 

where the Butts should be . . . 5 S 

1696 Paid for carving Mr^ Jno. Kenrick'v arms, 

over the south arch of the tower . .026 

l643tFor ringing for the king, at his return from 

Branford aft?r the fight . . . . 1 GT 

1664tPaid for ringing for the Lord-protector ,068^ 

1670 It was ordered tiiat Lovejoy's boy shal^ be car- 
ried to London, to be touched for the king's 
evilf at the charge of the parish.. 

1674 It was ordered, that any person receiving 
strangers into their houses, and not giving 
security to the parishioners within forty 
days, their taxes should be doubled. 

l687$Paid for ring^g when the king came . . 15 O* 

1688 Paid for ringing when the f Pkrince of Wales 

was born • . . . . . .0 6 0-' 

Paid for ringing when the Prince of Orange 
was proclaimed .^ . * . . . 10 

1691||Paid for riu^g three days at the king's re- 
turn from lEreland 1 19 0* 

Memmorandum : that upon the 22nd day of No- 
vember, Tamfield Yatchell, Esq., and An- 
thony BlagravCjEsq. were elected burgesses 
for this borough, and both of them inhabi- 
tants of this parish. 

Some of the entries in the above list furnish us wiih 
a very lively idea of the manners and customs of tlie 
inhabitants of this part of the country, as they were 
exhibited in the sports and pastimes of, what we may 
now consider, a remote period ; of these it may not 
be uninteresting* to our readers to offer thcni a brief 
explanatory notice ; and deferring for the present to 
touch upon such of the details as refer to relija^imis 
ceremonies, (as we shall have occasion to mention 
them va our account of the church of St. Lawrence,) 
we will shortly illustrate those which are connected 

* Queen Anne and- her husband James Ivor the two qi\eens as 
the Paris wits would call them. 

Rex fait Elizabeth, nunc est Regina Jacobus. 

t Charles I. J Cromwell. § James II. 

^r James Francis Edward ;: the " old Pretender," who died 
at Romp, A.D. 17G6. . || WUliam 111. 
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witb what once formed part of our national amuse* 
inents. 

The Mmatreh, were the wanderinjf players of their 
a^e ; their profesbion, like the actors', was shared by 
men of all grades, but it of course proved profitable 
to none who who were not possessed of some ability ; 
there is a nominal and understood aristocracy amon^ 
the children of Tliespis^ which also existed, but in 
a more marked degree, among the sods of " the mcr- 
rie craft," the latter being divided into squire and 
yeomen minstrels ; at the period they are mentioned 
in our extract above^ tltey held, in public estimation, 
a middle place between the awe and reverence which 
had been paid formerly to the Bards and Scalds, and 
the neglect and persecutioa whi«b befel them after 
the dispersion of the monks, and the rise of dramatic 
poetry. At the time we find them visiting Reading, 
they enjoyed the privilege of entering all companies ' 
without ceremony, to recite their verses and moral 
speeches, written for them by the monks, and accom- 
panied by their harps, and they autttained a character 
at that period far superior to any thing we can con- 
ceive at present of the singers of old ballads. In the 
early ana golden era of tlieir art they were both poets 
and minstrels ; all our short heroic ballads can be 
traced to them ; these were never written, for they 
were composed before literature prevailed, but im- 
proved and got by heart. It is tliought, from the great 
variations which'oecur in different eopies of these old 
pieces, that the minstrels were not scrupulous in 
altering each other's productions, leaving out, it 
would seem, or adding whole stanzas as their fancy 
or taste suggested. When written poetry became 
cultivated and excited admiration, the minstrels 
abandoned their own rude rhymes for the scarcely 
more polished verses composed in the leisure an^ 
retirement of monasteries. It was probably when the 
monks furnished them with their long metrical ro- 
mances, that they added action to their recitation ; 
such at least is inferred from the fact that our old 
monkish historians do not employ the words ciihara- 
dm, c<fnfMt9r, or the like, to express minstrel in Latin; 
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but either mintus^ hiitrio, jaculatar, or lome other 
term which implieB ^^«/vr^; and that, in short, ac- 
cording tu Dr. Brown's hypothesis, they united the 
power of melody, poem, and dance ; hence, perhaps, 
why we find them united, as above, with the morrice- 
dancers, their dingle attraction was possibly not very 
H^reat ; and from the " painting their coats,'' it ia clear 
they were yeoman (or inferior) mintrels who assumed 
some whiasical and fictitious coats, or device. The 
costume of a squire minstrel was splendid and costly, 
and such as were retained by noule families, wore 
their arms hangins: down by a silver chain, as a kind 
of badge. Towards the end of the 16th century this 
class, which had enrolled kings among its numbers, 
had 80 fallen from its former proud elevation, that in 
the 39th year of Elizabeth, a statute was passed by 
which " minstrels," wandering abroad, were included 
among '* rogues; vagabonds, and sturdy beggars," 
and were adjudged to be punished as such. This act 
seems to have destroyed their profession, for after 
this time it is no longer mentioned. 

The Afarrice-dancer, (quasi Moorish dancers) w^ere 
introduced as an addition to our old May-day sports, 
at an early period ; Mr. Peck, in his memoirs of Mil- 
ton, with great probability, conjectures that they were 
first brought into England in the time of Edward Uf., 
when John of Gaunt returned from Spain, where he 
had been to assist Peter, King of Castile, against 
Henry the Bastard, llie original May-day pastime 
consisted in little more than a party sallying out at 
the first dawn to gather the fragrant flowers of the 
white thorn, which were brought home, and being 
suspended from a high pole, formed a centre for 
villagers and townsmen to dance round in the even- 
ing. The church of St. Andrew Under-Shaft, in Lon- 
don, derives its name from its steeple or tower being 
lower than the May-pole which used formerly to be 
erected near it : but the Morrice-dancers, though in- 
troduced as an adjunct to the May revels, performed 
also at Whitsuntide and Christmas, and probably with 
more ecl&t and profit where, as in this town, there ex- 
isted a Franciscan friary, than in any other place» for 
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while monks and parioh priests were prohibited wear-, 
ing splendid girdles with golden twists and lussels,, 
and forbidden, by their diocesans, to assist in May 
gaznets the Franciscans accompanied the Maying party 
to collect their boughs and flowers, and weie not re- 
strained from attending the sports that ensued, being 
exempt, as we huve previously mentioned, from ali, 
episcopal jurisdiction. 

In foreiflfn countries, the dance was performed by an. 
e(|ual number of young men, who, with naked swords 
in their hands, danced in iheir shirts, profusely deco«. 
rated with ribbands, and having their legs hung with 
a number of small bells.* In place of the swords, our 
more peaceful rustics, made use of sticks and hand* 
kerchiefs, flourishing the latter, and going through a 
sort of mock combat with the staves; we also retained 
the fool; and Maid Marian, an old favourite charac- 
ter, was still Queen of the May, in spite of the attrac- 
tion of the foreigners; but the most important i)erso- 
B,dge of all was the famous hobby-horse, mentioned 
in the above list, with the minstrels^ as having re- 
ceived three shillings for the joint exercise of their 
talents, upon the day of (he great spring festival. 
The hobby was a spirited horse of hollow pasteboard, 
in which the master stood, having his legs concealed 
by an elegant crimson ijoth attached all round close 
t<» the body of the anioial, while a pair of false legs, 
booted and spurred, hung from the saddle outside, as 

• These bells were generally divided into sets, and attached 
to pieces of leather roajde to fasten op variona parts of the body ^ 
they were small and circniar, and many performers carried not 
less than two hundred and fifty >two of them, formed into twenty*, 
one sets, of twelve bells each ; each set possessed perfect har- 
monious intonation, and regular musical intervals between their 
tones ; so that the morrice-daneer, though he could not produce 
a tone, was able to create a pleasing and musical chime, accord- 
ing as he regulated with skill the movements of his body. Mr. 
Morrison, liie historian of Perth, in his account of the showy 
costume of a morrice-daneer, preserved by the Glover Incor* 
poration of that pleasant city, says that the musical arrangement 
of the bells ** is sufficient evidence that the morrice-dance was 
mot quite so absurd and immeaning as might at first be supposei* ^ 
but that a tasteful performer could give pleasure by it to the 
sl^iVtali as well as amusttmeiit to the vulgar." 

K 
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members to represent the leal lears of the owner, vrhith 
were employed beneath the cloth in giving* an ap- 
pearance of vivacity to the steed, by curvetting and 
earacoUin^, to the profound amazement of the specta- 
tors. There are sufficient materials for the history of 
the' hobby-horse, to be found in the allusions to it, 
which are scattered throu^out our dramatic poetry ; 
be was long an applauded feature of the people'e fa- 
vourite p2^eant, till like greater characters he fell be- 
neath persecution ; the turbulent and a<ipiring race of 
puritans, who began their ^career hy anathematizing 
puppets and followed it up by slaying kings, opened 
against it all the batteries of their religious zeal; it was, 
in their sight, " a fierce and rank idol," and the vendors 
of them,. *' Nebuchednezzars, proud Nebuchednezzars 
of the fair, who sat them up for children to fall down 
to and worship^"^ The modest hobby retired from 
these attacks in confusion ^ he speedily disappeared 
itom among his companions on May -day and other 
mirth-exciting periods, and is never after mentioned, 
but as one of the things that have been : we find it 
thus alluded to> in the well known line from Hamlet, 

** For oh, for oh, the hobby-horse is forgott"* 

ST. MARY'S BUTTS. 
The spacious street distinguished by this name was 
formerly a shooting ground of the inhabitants of Read- 
ing, — ^the place where were pitched *• St. Mary's 
Butts," or the targets of the parish of St. Mary ; the 
name is the only vestige we possess, here, for an 
amusement once practised by all classes, patronized 
by government, and promoted by laws. In the fiftli 
year of Edward TV. an act passed that every English- 
man, and Irishman dwelling with Englishmen, should 
have an English bow of his own height, which is di- 
rected to be made of yew, wych, hazel, ash, or 

* ** But see the hobby-horse is forgot, 
Fool, it must be your lot, 
To supply his want of fnces 
And some other buffoon graces.** 

Jonson's Queen and Prince at Alfhorp. 
Passages with the same allusion might be cited ad inftmtwH. 
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aubufue, or any other reasonable tree according to, 
their power. The next chapter also directs, that 
Butts shall be erected in every township, which the 
inhabitants are obliged to shoot up and down every 
feast day, under the penalty of a half-penny when 
they shall omit this exercise. This law continued in 
force many years,- and was probably the cause of this 
part of the parish be^n^ allotted for the exercise of 
archery ; and the name, in various parts of England, 
is as often given to the place where the archers met, 
as to the marks or targets at which they shot. It ap- 
pears from an old document, that there was formerly 
a house near, if not on, this spot, known by the sign of 
Le Boute, from which we may reasonably conclude that 
it was some place of refreshment, opened more espe- 
cially for the resort and accommodation of the weary 
marksman, for whom a mug of ale had, for the mo- 
ment, more attractive charms than a sheaf of arrows. 
The use of the bow was impressed upon the English, 
by the victory gained over tliem at Hastings by Wil- 
liam the conqueror, and the lesson, taught them there, 
was never forgotten by succeeding generations till the 
introduction of fire-arms superseded the weapons of 
the archer. For a long period, the English bowmen 
constituted the chief strength of the kingdom, and 
Cressy, Poictiers, Agincourt, and Hamildon, are proud 
testimonies of the brave efficiency of our ancestors } 
in the last named field the triumph was undividedly 
theirs \ lance, battle-axe, and sword lay unemploved, 
^nd their wearers stood idle spectators of the nght 
while the archers poured in their death dealing showers 
of iron, and won the fray. The art fell into soma 
disuse after Richard I. was slain by a peculiar sort of 
cro8S-*bow, of which it is said, he was the inventor^ 
but it was too important for our national defence to 
remain long so : for two centuries after gunpowder 
was introduced, it continued to be in estimation, which 
probably itrose from muskets being cumbersome and 
unwieldy ; it was long encouraged as an amusemeni 
after that, and was a fashionable pastime from the 
reign of Henry VIII. to that of Charles I. The latter 
monarch made a partial attempt to introduce it agaip 

% 2 
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into the army, biit without success. So lately as the 
year I763» targets were erected in the Finsbury helds. 
London, durinsf the Easter and Wliitsun holidays ; 
when the most snccessful shooter was styled Captain ; 
and the second best. Lieutenant. The expence of 
erectinsr the Butts in St. Mary's Parish, as appears 
from the Churchwardens' book, amounted to eipfht 
shilling's, this was in the year 1566 ; thev were proba- 
Wy renewed in 1622, when we find that five shilling's 
and sixpence were paid to two labourers for plaininef 
the eround ; in the previous year, the parishioners of 
St. Giles ajarreed that the churchwarden and constables 
should set up a pair of shootincf butts, in such place 
as they should think most convenient : — the cost of 
ti)is undertaking' was fourteen shilling's and eleven 
pence. 

The prfncipal societies now in Britain for the en- 
courajrement of this ancient sport, are the fFoo(fmen 
of /4rden^ the TowophoUte ; and the Poyaf Company, 
of Scotland : the feathers selected to wing the arrows 
are generally taken from the goose ; two out of three 
are usually vvhite, be'ng plucked from the gander ; the 
third is brown or grey, and serves, from its diflference 
of colour, to inform the archer when the arrow is 
properly placed. The English bowman always drew 
nis arrow to his ear and not to the breast ; from an* 
tique reliefs, and the tradition of the Amazons, it is 
Tery clear that this practise was contrary to that of 
the ancients; some authors maintain that in this 
deviation from the custom of other nations, lay the 
secret of our superiority, but thou&fh the English 
manner no doubt contribted something towards the 
superiority which our archers attained, it probably as 
much consisted in the better materials of the weapons 
and the more frequent practice of the men. 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. LAWRENCE. 
The parish of St. Lawreuce occupies the north- 
eastern extremity of the borouprh, and thouijfh-it is the 
least extensive of the three parishes into which the 
town is divided, it is nearly equal to the otliers in the 
amount of its population, as it includes within its 
boundary the wharfs, markets, and most of the prin- 
cipal shops for the sale of goods of «very description : 
it has the 'i'hames on the N K. the river Kennet on 
the soiuli, which seperutes it from the parish of St. 
Giles, and is bounded on the west, by the Caversham 
Road, and the boundary line of St Aiary's Parish. The 
church, which stands on the nnrtli side of the Market- 
place, at the entrance into the Forbury, was erected 
on the site of the old church, dedicated to St. Law- 
rence, about the year 1434, during the reign of Henry 
VT, and under the pontificate of Eugeuius iV. There is 
a tradition in the town, that it was built by an appren- 
tice of the person who constructed St. Mary's, and 
who was 80 struck hy some fancied superiority in 
the appearance of the building planned by his pupil, 
that in a lit of indigestible envy he threw himself from 
the tower of the Min.-$ter, and was killed upon the spot. 
The great western door-way, composed of a circular 
arch, ornamented with rich mouldings, formerly be- 
longed to the Abbey; it has an escutcheon of arms, 
lately restored, on each side, and is surmounted by a 
very handsome window, uf gothic architecture. This 
window con&ists of live large lights divided by four 
mullioos, reaching to the base of the arch, the'latter 
is occupied by six small lights, seven mullions, and 
some very fine 'tracery woik. nie niches, near the 
door, were formerly occupied by statues, in one of 
them stood the image of St. Lawrence ; the effigy of 
the patron saint was to be seen, also, in the interior, 
together with those of St. Clement, St. Thomas, Our 
Lady of Reading, St. Leoaaid, St. Vincent, St. John, 
St. George, St. Nicholas, and the twelve Apostles, 
with Judas Jscariot; these figures were placed at the 
different altari>, for purposes of religious worship; 
the high altar stood on the cast, adorned with the 
crucifix, and the images of St. Mary and St. John, 
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of silfcr ffilt, weigbing six pounds seven 'Dun'tes. 
The altar of St. Thomas was on the north dide ; that 
of our Lady of the Nativity on the south side; St. 
'John's was in the chancel called by his name ; and 
Jesus' altar was the centre one, in the body of the 
church, lliese altars were stripped of all their images^ 
plate, and ornaments, by the commissioners of Ed- 
ward Vl„ who were appointed to visit all churches 
for that purpose ; the valuables thus collected were 
ordered to be deposited with the treasurer oif the 
king^s houslehold, and the proceeds arising froin 
the tale of such things as were not deemr'd worth that 
functionary's 'care, were directed to be distributed 
among the poor« who, as is usual in such castas, ** had, 
however, the least share of it ;" nothing was left by 
the commissioners in these forays upon the churches-, 
but one or two chalices of silver, with Irnea for the 
communion tabic and surplices. The quantity of plate, 
and other things, Ibelonging to this church, given in 
the following inventory, was made a few years prior 
to the reformation ; we have taken the liberty, ha 
copying so interesting a document, to modernize 
most of the spelling : 

Imprimia a cross of silver and gilt, with Mary and Jolm> weigh- 
ing 79|oz., the gift of Master Nichs. More, late vicar. 

Item a censor of silver gilt without a pan, weighing 30|os. 

Item another censor of silver gilt, with an iron pan in him, 
weighing 30|oz. 

Item a ship of silver, weighing 9oz. 

Item another ship of 'silver, weighing 5oz<. ; the gift of Mastiir 
Qetiihe. 

item two candlesticks of silver, weighing 12oz. ; the gift of 
Richard Cleche. 

item two books, ** a gosppello and a pistello,*' the one sid^ 
covered with silver gilt, with images upon the same, and th^ 
other side with bosses of silver, weighing in all, 134oz. ; tb^ 
gift of Mr. Richard Smyth, yeoman of the robes with our 
sovereijrn lord the king. 

Item twobasons of silver, weighing 48^z. ; the gift of Mr. R. 
Smyth. 

Item a pipe of silver and gilt, with a silver pin, weighing l6|oz, 
hanging in the church. 

Item ** a monstre'* of ^ver and gilt, weighing Mfoz. ; fSor tfa« 
sacrement. 

'Item a chriomatoi7^of silver gfilt, weighing ^oz. 



d by Google 



inSTORV OF RBADIN'G, 135 

Item a pipe of silver gilt, weighing 602. 

Item two small urns of silver," weighing 6§oz. 

Item a bell of silver, weighing 8oz. 

Item a chalice of silver and gilt with a crucifix on the foot 

enamelled, and the ^Vinity enamelled on the patent, weighs ■ 

ing 25 oz. 
Item another chalice of silver and gilt, with a crucifix graven 

on the foot, and a hand on the patent, weighing 18oz. 
Item another chaliee of stiver and gilt with a crucifix enamelled 

on the foot, and a hand on the patent, weighing 15|o2. 
Item another chalice of silver and gilt with a crucifix enamelled 

on the foot, and the Trinity enamelled on the patent, weigh- 
ing 17|o2. 
Item another chalice t)f silver gilt with a crucifix on the foot, 

and a vernacle* on the patent, weighing 14|oz. 
Item another chalice of silver gilt with a crucifix on the foot, 

' and a vernacle gilt on the patent, weighing 14o2. 
Item another chalice of silver gilt, weighing 18§oz. ; the gift 

of Wm. Stamford. 
Item a cross of silver aud gilt with part of the holy cross there* 

in, weighing 6|o2. 
Item a gridiron of silver and gilt, with a bone of St. Lawrence 

thereon,t weighing |o». ; the gift of Thomas Lyade, Esq. 
Item a round box of -copper and gilt, with divers relics therein. 
Item a table closed with relics. 
Item four ** knoppis'' of copper and gilt. 

The Vestments-, 

Imprimis a cape of clotii of gold of crimson velvet and blii)e 

velvet ; the gift of Mr. Thomas Justice, vicar. 
Item a cope t>f blue velvet with flounces embroidered ; the gift 

of Thomas Clark, hosier. 
Item a cope of crimson velvet with " orphrayes" (gold frieze) 

embroidered, and angels flounces ; the gift of Mr. T. Justice, 

vicar. 
Item a cope of white damask tissue, with roses of gold, thie 

gift of Ralph White, of Okyngham. 
Item a cope of black worsted with branches and birds of red. 
Item a cope of red silk with signs of the sun ; the gift of Daniel 

Robe, of Reading, monk. 
Item a suit of blue velvet with flounces embroidered, the gift 

of Thomas Clarke, hoiser. 

* From St. Veronica, whose handkerchief it is pretended, 
received the impression of our Saviour's face, from his having 
used it in his way to the crucifixion : in France, *' La Sainte 
Veronique," is considered the patron saint of that equivocal 
part of the population, demominated marchandes des modes, 

t It will be recollected t^t this saint won his crown «f 
martyrdom, by being roasted to death on a gridiron. 
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ttem <* a diesibl?** witk m ireflt, and all th* apparel of blue silk, 

the orfray red ^ehret with images and crowns of gbld. 
Item a chesible of doth of bawdekyn, (a tissue of cloth of gdid 

embroidered with aiik) the orfray of eloth of bawdekp with 

th' qpparel ; the gift of John Derby, alderman 6f London. 
Item a chesible of men damask, the orfray of red silk, with 

an image of SaintXawrence ; the gift of Margaret Parker, of 
. Ftfingdon. 
Item a chesible of white damask with branches of gold, the 

orfray of blue YeWet ; the gift of John Thorn, abbot of Read*. 

Ing. 
Item two altar clothes of TeWet, blue an& black ; the gift of 

Master Smyth. 
Item a enshion, tiie one side cloth of gold ; the Other sirle cream 

coloured satin, the gift of Mr. Smith. 
Item two pillows, the one side of theoi, cloth of gold and silver, 

and the other side green satin. 
Item three pillows oi russett ray for weddings. 
Item a corpus case, with the salutation of our Lady. 
Item another cloth of bawdekyn, with two lions. 
Item a canopy of crimson velvet, embroidered with gold flounces, 

and the holy tomb in the middle. 
'Item K pall of blue -velvet embroidered with flounces of gold, 

the girt of Thomas Clarke, hoiser. 
Item a pall of white silk lined with linen cloth, for weddings. 
Item a cloth to lay in the wedding chair. 
Item a banner of red sarsnet for the cross, with images of the 

Trinity, and of our Lady. 
Item five banners of silk, with the arnrs of Eneland. 
Item three streamers, one of silk, and two of linen. 
Item two ** dext clothes,*' a knob of gold with tassells of blue 

silk, twenty altar clothes of linen, seven towels of diaper, 

and a cot for Mary Magdalen, of cloth of gold. 

The altars thus despoiled by the reformer?, were 
once more raised and redecorated during the reijrn of 
Mary, who, with her husband Philip, honoured Hcad- 
iag with their presence at the dolemuity of restorinnf 
the appendages of Roman Catholic worship to their 
ancient and orthodox purposes ; on this occasion their 
majesties ^ave a part of the Porbury to enlarge the 
cliurch-yard, which since the dissolution, was found 
ioo small for the size of the parish ; before this period, 
many of the parishioners were interred in the abbey 
cemetry ; the new ground was walled round, at the 
expence of the inhabitants, and the church-yard^ 
With the altars above-mentioned, was con)»ecrated on 
s3unday the second of M^y, 1558, by William Fynchi^ 
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sufiTrairati to the bishop of Bath and Wells. The al- 
tars, however, were aj^ain removed, on the aceessioQ 
of Elizabeth, and an order of council was received, to 
take down the two organs, (the lari^e one which was 
used to acoompariy tl>e choir service, and-4he smaller 
one in 9t. John's Chapel) ; after some hesitatioii in 
complying with the order, it was ap^reed, in 1-578, that 
to prevent the instruments from being forfeited into 
th«% hands of the organ takers, thev should be taken 
down and sold, ana the timber of them be applied 
" 10 set up two seats higher, for Mr. Mayor ana hit 
brethren, above the seat that they now sit in." 

The present organ,* according to Mr. Coates, was 
erected by subscription in 1741. The builder was 
Mr. John Byfield, a manufacturer of some celebrity, 
who was considered, in this instance, to have produced 
a very superior instrument. There are three rows of 
keys," for the swell, the choir, and 4he full organ. 
The stops, exclusive of the diapasons, are tierce, 
twelfth, fifteenth, principal, sesquinaltra, cornet, 
trumpet, clarion, t*remona, and (lute. It contains 
eleven hundred and seventy-nine speaking pipes, and 
cost four hundred pounds. At the musical festival in 
1786, the Messiah was performed here ; and Judas 
Maccabeus in 1787 and 1789. 

Over the south door is a Saxon arch supported by 
pillars, with small Saxon capitals, and within, upon 
the dooT, is the date 1620. On the same side of the 
church, there is a covered portico, open to the market 
place, called the church walk : it was built at the ex- 
pense of Mr. John Blagrave, who according to the 

• The antiquity of organs cannot be disputed though we pos- 
sept but little information concerning their invention. Bellar- 
mine says that they began to be used in church services as early 
as the year 660 ; while Bingham positively asserts that there 
were no such things as organs employed in the ancient church ; 
and that though church music was as old as the apostles, instnir 
mental music was not so ; he adds that it was the received 
opinion of his day, that they were not introduced into churches 
tUl after the time' of Thomas Aquinas, A.D. 1250. Gcrvas, the 
monk of Canterbury, on the othfer hand, who flourished A.D. 
1200, affirms that organs were introduced upwards of- a hundred 
. jCars, cven^ before uukt time :— non notirunii ^«* 
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inscription on the stone, over tbe centre pi^r, be- 
Queathed a hundred pounds to the corporation, for 
tiiat purpose. ThB tower is a handsome structure of 
flint work, 89 feet hi^h, built square, v^th buttresses 
at the angles, and an embattled summit with vane and 
pinnacles ; it was originally furnished with five bells, 
but it now possesses a very complete ring of twelve if 
thelarjgest, weighing 34<;wt. 1 qr. 10 lbs., was presented 
to the parish by Mr. Harry K«lsal ; it is called the great 
Harry, and was cast and consecrated in 1499, at whkh 
latter ceremony Sir William Symys, Richard Cleche, 
and Dame Symys, undertook the responsible offices 
'of " god-faders and god-m Oder." This bell was re- 
cast, by subscription, in 1596, when the weight was 
increased to 36cn^t. 2 qr. 21 lb ; the subscription 
amounted to ^12 9*. 7d. to which " the bachelors of 
^Reading," as a body, contributed the least sum ; only 
sixteen shillings and ninepence could be extracted 
from the purses of the unmarried lieges of this town, 
a fact which bespeaks in them-a manifest indifference 
towards what^ otherwise^ might be considered their 
•own peculiar duty ef ringing the bells. 

Hie church appears to have possessed it clock, very 
earlv after its erection, prol>ably about 1499 ; a new 
*^locK was fet up in 1667* and the chimes and quarters 
added in I674. Few churches could have received 
this useful addition before that of St. Lawrence, as 
'Hhe art of making clocks, such as are now in use, 
*was either first invented, or at least, retrieved, in Ger- 
■many, about two hundred years ago. The first pen- 
''dulum clock made in England was in the year 1662 ; 
*there is no doubt that the principle of clock work is 
"^ery ancient, but it was not applied to the regulation 
-of time, till a comparatively modern period ; we had 
^nothing in use for that purpose, prior to the seven- 
- teenth century, but sun-dials, nocturnal dials, invented 
by an arch-deacon of Verona, and some rude time- 
"pieces made to go as nearly as possible with the sun, 
4y means of water. 

Tlie cieliug is coved, and the roof supported by 
large beams and upright pieces; from Blagrave's 
^monument to the diancelthe cieliog is eliptical^ oif 
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^an'nel work, \vitb roses and other ornaments at ench 
intersection, this part of the church was not completed 
iill 1637, when Sir Francis Knollys contributed tea 
pounds towards the expense, and built the small aisle 
on the south side, at the same time, for a seat and 
"burial place, for himself and family. Most of th« 
{)ews are of oak ; there was formerly one in the chan- 
tjel, appropriated to the use of Queen Elizabeth, who 
was a frequent visitor here; when her majesty was 
present, the seat was hung with tape^itry, aim the 
"aisles strewed with rushes and lowers. The door on 
the north side of the church was built at the expense 
"of this queen, on the solicitation of Mr. Smyth, the 
vicar; who also obtained from her an order for repair^ 
ing the chancel, at the expense of the crown. The 
pulpit, which was erected in 1735, is said to be after 
the model of that of St. Giles in the Fields ; it is of 
oak, (as is the readiufr desk) of hexagonal form, with a 
rich foliage of carved work ruiming round the bottom 
and the compartments on each side : the latter being 
'ornamented with inlaid work, consisting of the cross^ 
the sacramental cup ; the letters J. H. S., with a cross 
tadiate ; an open book, inscribed Bibiia Sacra ; and 
an inlaid squitre, within a border of scroll work ; the 
sounding board is supported by two fluted pilasters o^ 
the composite order, and is ornamented by a piece o^ 
inlaid work representing the Dove, from which flow 
rays terminated by stars in clusters. The altar piecb 
is also of oak ; the two centre pannels of the frontispiece 
contain the two tables of the law ; and the side pan«- 
nels the Lord's prayer, and the creed ^ the t^traganr- 
matun, or word Jehovah in Hebrew characters, 'is in:- 
scribed on a circular pediment, with a text from scrip- 
ture and doxology. Above the altar piece are threis 
ox-eye arches, supported by small pillars with Saxoa 
capitals ; they were formerly ornamented with paint- 
ings on religious subjects ; some figures in fresco 
and the transfiguration were visible before the repairs 
carried on in this part of the church, were effected. 
St. John's Chancel is on the north side of the Vicar's 
€banceU and is so named from the brethren and sisters 
^of the old hospital of St. John having formerly their 
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seaU b«re» of whicli two old ones are still remaiuir.g. 
The principal chaocel, according to Mr. Coates, " is 
now repaired bv the Vicar, and the pews are let for 
his sole use ana benefit ;" Mr. Man says, " at pre- 
sent the chancel is repaired by the parishioners." 
Tliree round-headed pillars of the original chancel are 
still standing on the north side, supporting circular 
arches their capitals are of rich foliage. The font 
and the pillars in the nave, are said to be of chalk, or 
of some composition resembling it. The gallery oc- 
cupying the west* and part of the north and south 
sides, was built by subscription. In 1720, and the seats 
appropriated to the subscribers, due regard being paid 
to those who contributed most liberally towards the 
erection, ki L740, Mr. Bondry, the vicar, obtained 
permission to take down a small old gallery at the 
north-east end of the church, and part of the gallery 
at the west end, and to build a gallery at his own 
expense, on the north side of the church, and on the 
west pari of the north chancel ; with the power of 
letting the seats, and of receiving' the rents and 
profits to his own use, and that of his successors for 
ever. The gallery at the east end was erected in 1 JG^, 
by Dr. Nicholson, then vicar, at the cost of <£]23 ; 
of which, sixty pounds were advanced by the doctor, 
and sixty-three pounds by St. J'lhn's College : Uie rents 
arising from the pews in this gallery, belong to the 
vicar. 

Terrier qf St, Lawrence*s in 1498. 

£ «. d. 
fisLlfncre of mead lying in Langley, in the parish of 
Tylehurst, let to Jno. Wylder of theThele, per 
annum . . . . . . .011 

A. tenement on the east side of the Market-place . 10 

A tenement in Gutter -lane 7 

A tenement on the south side of New-st. (Priar-st.) 10 
A ground lying in 'Glitter-lane . . . .040 

A tenement on the south side of New-street .040 

"f wo gardens lying on the south side of Larkman's 

lane,* let to Henry Sutton, per annum . .016 
A quit rent of a tenement set (let) in High-street Oil 
A tenement beside the market, per annum . .010 



£l 49 8 
* Now Hosiers* Lane. 
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The Terrier in 1783. 

Three messuaffes in fhe tenure of the overseers for 
tiie accomodation of the poor, With a garden, on 
the north side of Friar Street, per annum . .19 6 

One garden in Hosier's-Iane, and one messuage 
with a garden, on the south side of Friar-street, 
on lease, which expires in 1&35 . . . . 1 13 4. 

One piece of land, whereon stood two tenements with 
gardens, on the south side of Friar-street, under a 
lease, expires 1835 13 6 

Three messuages, with gardens on the nor^ side of 

Friar-street . 3 10 0. 

One room over the the gate-way leading into the 
church yard, and adjeining the churdi, under 
lease, expires in 1879 16 

Two tenements on the west side of Gutter-lane, un- 
der a lease, expires in 1836 3 

One tenement and a stable on the west side of Gut- 
ter-lane, on lease, expires 1 836 . . ..30-0' 

Two Imlf acres of meadow in Aston Mead . . 10 

F6ur tenements on the west side of Horn-street .400 

A quit rent of a messuage, on the west side of the 

Market-place 10- 

A quit rent of a tenement, on the north side of 
Broad-street 1 !§. 

A quit rent of a messuage, on the south side of Friar- 

street 1 

An annual rent for the vault of Richard Curtis, E^q. 
in the north chanCel of this church .0-68 



£16 14 2|. 

In Mr. J. Dean's account of the possessions belonpf-v 
in^ to this parish, three messuai^es are added, which,^ 
however, do not appear to make part of the above« 
terrier ; two are in Cross Street, let at j^ 1 2 16 0, anc^ 
one in Friar Street " with land bounded by the V&s-- 
terns on the North, let at ^12, making a further totals 
of j^4 16 0. As the parish consists of abbey land, it 
ttas neither srlebe nor tithes belon^nn^ to it ; excepts 
says the church-book, ** an occasional tithe-pigf ;" but 
the revenues arise from benefactions, with £aster- 
due8> surplice f6es, and such contintrent emoluments. 

Previous to the dissolution, the presentation to the^ 
vicarage was in the Abbot of Reading ; at which time 
the income of the living consisted in the contributions. 
of rich clothiers, ofBcera, aipd servants of the abbey ;• 
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half of the offerings made to the ohapel at Cavershanii 
Bridi^e, also belonged to the vicar of this parish, with 
the money arising from dirgen, creeping to the cross, 
and otlier popish ceremonies ; the abbey, moreover^ 
supplied him with twenty shillings, yearly, for his 
clothing ; seven pence per week, for his commons,, 
the same allowance of bread and beer as was furnished 
to the monks, a lodging in the abbey, and a horse for 
his use, when he attended the bishop'^ visitations. 
The living remained vacant for thirteen years after 
the dissolution, when it became difficult to find a gen- 
tleman who would accept the cure, as there was a 
heavy arrear due to the crown, for the tenths, «ubsidiea 
&c., and only the £aster offerings of the poor inhabi- 
tants left, to pay it with ; Queen Elizabeth, in conse- 
quence, forgave the debt, and directed that the living, 
before rated in her books at £27, should be valued at 
j£\0 only, so that the vicar now pays neither first 
fruits, nor tenths. In 1640, the patronage of the 
living wail granted, at the request, it is supposed of 
Archbishop Laud, to St. John^s College, Oxford ; and 
six years afterwards, the maintenance of the minister 
being but fifty pounds per ann., and there being then 
a thousand communicants, an additional yearly sum 
of fifty pounds was ordered to be paid, (for the in- 
crease or the maintenance) of the rent reserved to the 
dean and chapter of Lincoln, out of the impropriate 
rectory of Langford and Little Farringdon, in this; 
county. The revenue has considerably increased by 
various donations, made from time to time. Laud \m 
j£50 per annum to the vicar as long as he shall reside 
ujpon the vicarage. The Rev. P. Vaughan bequeathed 
£\0, to be applied to the establishment of daily 
prayers in the afternoon. Mr. £dw. Hungerford left 
by will j£200, in trust to the Corporation of Readings 
to be paid by them Id the vicar of St. Lawrence for 
the time being, so long as he shall read the common 
prayer of the Church of England, every day between 
the hours of two and seven o'clock, in person, or by 
his sufficient substitute. Fifty pounds of this sum 
was applied with the approbation of the trustees, &c.» 
towards the erecting p^the gallery on the north side 



d by Google 



HISTORY OF READING. 14& 

of the church, the rent of the pews in which belong- 
lo the vicar. There are various other bequests of the 
same nature, as well as sums left for sermons to be 
preached on particular festivals ; part of the interest 
of Mrs. Veasey's legacy of j^05 is appropriated to 
ten poor industrious housekeepers and widows, in this 
parish, and not receiving alms, one guinea each ; and 
" two guineas each to two servant-girls of the borough, 
of Reading, who have lived two years in one place». 
and can have a good character from the place they so 
lived in." 

lAst qf Vieart. 

Rev. Sir John Seme 1480 Chandler A J). 1597 

John Andrews 1484 Abraham Grey 1602 

Nicholas More 1497 John Dennison 1603 

Sir William Symys 1499 Theophilus Taylor 1618 

Thomas Justice 1504 Thomas lioyd, D.D, 1640, 

John Maynesforth 1529 John Pordage* 1645 

John Radley 1551 Thomas GUbertf 1647 

John Smith 1574 Simon Ford^ 1651. 

* Afterwards Rector of Bradfield in Berks, from which dig- 
nity he was ejected by Cromwell's Commissioners, in 1654, 
they affirming that he denied the Deity of Christ, and that he 
acknowledged such things respecting spirits, as proved, *' he. 
was fiEir gone in one of the most insurable kinds of madness^ 
the frenzy of enthusiasm.*' He was reinstated in his rectory 
at the Restoration ; and was the author of several dramatic 
pieces, and of a translation of the Troades^ 

t Subsequently rector of Edgemont in Salop, his native county^ 
where he vas known as Bishop of Shropshire s having become 
an Independent, he was ejected, at the Restoration, for non- 
conformity, and died in great distress, in 1694. 

J While vicar of St. Lawrence's, Dr. Ford had been very 
active in supporting the election of Colonel Hammond for this 
borough. The colonel was the person to whom Charles I, sur-. 
rendered himself, on his retiring from Hampton Court, in 1647; 
the circumstances of Hammond's election may probably amuse 
our readers ; the account we copy is^iuoted by Coates from a 
small 4to. pamphlet of six pages, published after the proceeding, 
in 1654. 

*< The Sheriff of the County having proclaimed the writ for 
summoning a parliament to meet at Westminster, the third of 
September next ; Mr. Frewen, the Mayor of Reading, appointed 
Wednesday, the 28th of June last, at ten of the clock, for the 
inhabitants of the said town to meet in the Town Hall^ in order 
to the choice of a burgess ; and that at the day and hour afore" 
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Thomas Tuer 1660 Thomas Shnte, D.D. 1747 

John Brasier 1671 Jeremiah Nicholson, D.D.1763 

Serjeant Hughes 1679 John Nicholls, D.D.. 177S 

Phanael Bacon 1690 John Green 1788 

Rev. E. Owen 1732 William Wise, D.D.. 18U 

William Bondry 1733 

Mr. Man thinks that the foundation of this church 
rave rise to the ^reat fair held here annually, on St. 
Alathew's day, at which time the pari.sh at its oyrn 
expense, erected a booth, in the Forbury, and received 
the emoluments arising from the price of adRiisston 
to the religious plays that were exhibited on such 

said, the writ for choice should be read. The people met ac- 
oordingly, between* nine and ten of the dock. Thevmayor and 
aMermen withdrew themselves in private (as dM appear) to 
chuse a parliament man ; for, as soon as the dock hud strucken 
ten, his worship, with all his retinue, came into open court, 
which being fvdl of inhabitants, the crier prodaimed silence, 
then the town-derk, with an audible voice, did read the writ 
for the dioi^e of a burgess as aforesaid ; which being done, the 
mayor made a speech to the people ; such a one as it was,- how- 
ever, was not much unlike his actions : which speech, (for the 
iingularity thereof) I have here inlerted ; and it is as foUoweth ; 

** * Why 1 d'ye hear me ? Here is a writ directed to me to 
ehuse a burgess to serve in parliament, and we have chosen 
Colonel Hammond, and him we will have, and I will return the 
writ for him.' * What» right or wrong, Mr. Mayor ?' said 
a gentieman ^at stood by, ' I,' said Mr. Mayor, * we have 
diosen him, and we will return the writ for him :• and therefpre 
_ yon may go home again, (said he to the inhabitants.) Is not 
llie writ directed to us ? (said he, meaning himself, and alder- 
men ;) and we have chosen Colonel Hanmiond, and we will 
have Idm.' It was then said, that a considerable part of the 
electors excepted against Colonel Hammond, and had made 
ehoice of Capt. Castle ; *■ a man of consdence, wisdom, and 
iralour,* and tiiere appeared five to one for Capt. Castle. 

** The Mayor still affirmed that the power of election lay in 
Ikimself and brother aldermen, and refused a poll ; but * drew 
the inhabitants into a field called the Forbury ; and in the said 
field the difference remained, for matter of number, as before 
on Captain Castle's side.' The mayor still refiised a poll, and 
returned to the Town Hall, were he took such names as were 
brought him ; ' parson Fowler standing up above the people, 
In the mayor's presence, vaunting as in a stage-play, and per* 
suading the people to subscribe for Colonel Hammond.' 

** Such was the election force of 1654, which has been fre- 
i|uently since repeated, with all the old dramaiu perwona, t^pa^. 
Mi., Mayoc down to * parson Fowler »' " 
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occasiDnB ; and, in support of his opinio^, he quotes 
the following' entries from the churchwardens' books^ 
f^r 1507 :— 

£ s. d. 
Received the Sunday before B«urtfinasS| for the play 

in the Forbnnr • . . 

Received for alller poles i left of the play 
^aid for nails for the sepulchre, and for rosin for the 

resurrection play 

Paid]a carter for carrying off pipes and hogsheads in 

the Forbury «..«.. • 
Paid to the labourers in the Forbury for setting up 

the poles for the scaffold 

Paid to the beer man, for beer for the play in the 

Forbury - 

Paid for 2$ eUa of crest cloth *' for to mak Eve a 

cote" ^ ...... . 

Paid for a book of the resurrection play 

The May-day play of this parish appears to have 
been the favourite pageant of Robin Hood and his 
men ; we shall conclude our account of St. Lawrence's>, 
with a list of the expences incurred on one of thesa 
occasions. 

Anno, 1499. 
Received for gathering of the May-play, called Ro- 
bin Hood, on the fair day . . . • 19 (^. 
Paid for a coat for Robin Hood . « • .054, 
Paid for a supper to R^bin Hood and his company, 

when he came from Finchampstead . . .016- 
Paid for making the church clean, against the day 

of drinking in the said chujrch* . . . .004 
Paid for flesh, spice, and baking of pasties against 

the said drinking . . , . . .029^ 

Paid for ale at the same drinking . . . .016 
Paid for horse-meat to the horses fbr tiie kings of 

Colen, on May-day 6 

Paid for livery, on our fair day . . . .014 

Anno, 1531. 
Paid for five ells of canvass for a coat for Maid Ma- 
rianf * . . . • . . . 1 6{ 

* This was the church ale^ when the principal actors were 
entertained in the church, with the profits arising ftom the ex- 
hibition. 

t Mr. Douce, the celebrated Antiquary, considers the story 
of Robin Hood and Maid Marian, as a dramatic fiction borrowed 
from a French pastoral drama of the eleventh century, entitled. 

L 
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Voltaire ascribes to Gregory of Naziansum, a poet 
and father of the church, and, we believe, a canonized- 
saint also, the invention of religious plays ; the phi- 
losopher of Fernay relates that Gregory persuaded the 
people of Byzantium to banish from their stage the 
sublime compositions of Sophocles and Euripides, and 
to represent in their place, stories selected from the- 
Scriptures, modelled on the plau of the ancient Greek 
tragedv, with the 8ubstitution of Christian. Hymns for 
the dull and impertinent chorus ; the sage of Na- 
ziansum composc^l several of tliese sacred dramas»^ 
but none of them had the success of the (Edipus and 
Electra ; the inestimable remains of the old Greek 
dramatists have been preserved with sacred care ;. 
while, of Gregory's pieces there is now only one, 
Chris fs Passion, still extant. From the spiritual 
drama of Constantinople, the Italians are supposed to 
have derived, and framed, in the depth uf the dark- 
ages, that barbarous species of theatrical repre- 
sentation called Mysteries, or sacred plays. Warton, 
in his history of English poetry, has, however, sug- 
gested, that these dramas were composed, not for the 
theatres of Constantinople, to expel their rightful 
lords, Sophocles, Euripides, and Menander, but for 
the Christian schools,, into which were introduced a 
sacred Homer, (that, is to say, an Old Testament, as 
far as life of Saul, thrown into hexameters) — a sacred 
Pindar, — and a sacred Plato, (into an imitation or 
whose dialogues the gospels were cast), as well as 
sacred dramas on scriptural subjects ; be this as it 
may, the invention uf religious dramatic poetry is or 

** Le Jeu du Berger et de la Bergere^ There is, however, a< 
zealous host of antiquaries who maintain, on the other hand^ 
that Marian was the assumed name of Matilda, daughter of 
Baron Fttzwalter. This lady, according to thfe more approved- 
legend, married Robin Hood, the outiawed Earl of Huntingdon,, 
in order to escape the dishonourable oflPers of King John. On 
tiie deatii of her husband she retired to the Priory at Little 
Dunmow, where she died, through wearing a poisoned bracelet^^ 
sent to her by the revengefiil monarch for the purpose of des- 
troying her. Her tomb is still shewn at the priory ; it consists 
of an alabaster effigy reposing on a grey slab. The face, thought; 
mnch disfigured, is said to bear traces of its former beauty. 
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•tin earlier date ; the Hindoos had, centuries before 
this, their lon^ and heavy plays performed only on 
their relip^ious festivals, and the same fact is well 
known with regard to the Athenians. The Jews them- 
selves had subjects from the Bible exhibited in the 
dramatic form : part of a Jewish piece, taken from 
Exodus, is preserved in Greek iambics, written by 
one Ezekiel, who stiles himself the poet of the 
Hebrews. It forms, however, no part of our present 
task to trace the origin and continuance of this subject 
in other nations; it will be sufficient as a passsing 
illustration of some of the entries made in our church 
books, to notice its appearance and sojourn among 
ourselves. The sacred Christian drama then, is with 
just probability supposed to have arisen in England, 
simultaneously with most uf the other European 
countries, out of the strong religious excitement, the 
revival, in modem phrase, which prevailed at the time 
of the first crusades ; " the sacred enthusiasm which 
had seized all orders, sought out every possible means 
of awakening, of communicating, of maintaining its 
contageous influence over the universal soul of man. 
Of the clergy, the pious hailed, with devout joy this 
golden opportunity of propagating the saving doctrines 
of the cross; the worldly, that of more strongly 
rivetting on the very heart of man their own spiritual 
influence." This species of representation was, in 
fact, the only means possessed by the clergy of the 
period, of teaching the scriptures to a population that 
could not read; and the pieces, written by men nearly 
as illiterate as the audience they addressed, abound 
with inconsistencies and anachronisms, and make 
such work of geography as would puzzle Mr. Arrow- 
smith himself ; being performed, generally in churches 
and almost always by monks, they were listened to 
with attention and respect ; it is easy to imagine their 
effect; they taught the facts of Christianity, but 
nothing of its doctrines; men came to them and 
bowed at the antics of some buffoon, ere they had 
well done weeping at the sufferings of our Saviour ; 
they. saw Judas hanged, and clapped their hands; 
they gazed with reverence at a representation of the 

L 2 
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last day, made the sipfn of the cross, and thought 
themselves instnicied. 

At the period of the reformation religions play» 
were produced for the purpose of encouraging or con- 
demning the establishment of protestantism ; in some 
of these productions, Luther and his wife were cxhi*. 
bited in the most unfavourable colours that party 
spirit and furious zeal could invent, while the opposite 
side brought forth, partly miracle, partly moral plays, 
written in a "king Carabyses rein," avowedly to 
favour the cause of the reformation. The latter were 
applauded to the echo during the reign of Henry VIII, 
but the old orthodoxy got their revenge under his 
successor^ when the revival of miracle plays was 
encouraged, and severe inhibitions issued againstlthe. 
representation of farcical interludes caricaturing the 
Romish clergy ; the protestants, however, re-assumed 
their licence in the reign of Elizabeth, when they 
patronised the Moralities, the introduction of alle- 
gorical personages into thescriptural drama, a species 
of composition which, dull as it was, though perhaps 
useful and interesting at the time, soon superseded in 
popularity, the strictly religious dramas of the former 
generation; the Moralities, when they had enjoyed 
their full share of popular approbation, gave way in- 
their turn to the intellectual and instructive drama, 
that maybe said to owe its invention to Marlowe, and 
its perfection to Sliakspeare. The splendid shows of 
Robin Hood, and the Kings of Cologne, hoivever, 
retained their powers of attraction to a very late period. 
Bishop Latimer relates the following incident re- 
specting the former pageant, in one of his sermons 
preached before Edward VI, '* Coming to a certain 
town, on a holiday, to preachy I found the church 
door fast locked : I tarried there half an hour and 
more, and at last the key was found, and one of the 
parishioners comes to me, and says, 'Sir, this is a 
busy day with us, we cannot hear you ; it is Robin 
Hood's day, the parish are gone abroad to gather for 
Robin Hood ; I pray you iet (hinder) them not.' I 
thought my rochet would have been regarded, but it 
would not serve, it was fain to give place to Robin 
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lB[ood and his men." In the entry in the above list, 
mentioning the disburRement of sixpence for pro- 
-vision for the horses of ** the Kings of Colen," Mr. 
Man thinks Coates wron^ in supposing it refers to the 
-celebrated show of the Wise Men, but fancies it is an 
allusion to the King of Coley, or person who had 
'gained the title by his success that year in shooting at 
the Butts; bat (ihere appears no reason. for doubting 
what the latter gentleman has advanced respecting the 
' derivation of the title, he has copied the entry from 
the church-wardens book in its original spelling, 
*' Ktn^s of Colen ;*' this Mr. Man has transcribefd 
" Kinx ^f Goley," a material alteration; in justice to 
Mr. M. however, we may mention, that the pageant 
of the Kings was probalily never performed but at 
Easter, Christmas, and Corpus Christi day, which, if 
such were the fact, rather favours his supposition Of 
the entry alluding to a King of Coley, or at least to 
some successful competitor in archery. May-day being 
one of the great shooting holidays. The religious 
pageant of the Kingn, was in honour of the three 
wise men of the East, who visited our Saviour, at his 
birth; their bohes, we are told, were brought to 
Constantinople, by Helena, the indefatigable and 
ubiquitous mother of Constantine; they were sub- 
sequently transported to Milan, by Eustorpius, the 
bishop of that see, and finally deposited at Cologne 
by Ardhbishop Rainold. They lie in tire cathedral of 
St. Peter, in a large purple shrine spangled with gold, 
- set upon a brazen pedestal, within a square mausoleum 
of marble and jasper. Their names Gasper, Melchioa, 
and Balthazar, are inscribed in purple characters, on 
a small grate, ornamented with an immense number 
of large rich pearls and precious stones, among which 
is an oriental topaz, the size of a pigeon's t^g^ and of 
the value of 30,000 crowns*; the head of each king 
bears a golden crown, decorated with costly jewels ; 
the whole is lit up by a profusion of wax candles, in 
silver branches, which burn night and day; and is 
opened for inspection and worship every morning at 
nine o'clock, provided two canons of the cathedral be 
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{present who may watch oyer the lafetj of this grett 
ion of Colo|fne.* 

All traces of these exhibitions are now lost among 
us, but the sacred drama still flourishes in Catholic 
countries, either on the stage, (where the Testament 
is nightly turned into melo-dramas, and listened to, 
as we can assert in our own experience, with eager- 
ness), or among the puppet-shows, where they trifle 
with serious subjects, still more indecently. IVJr. 
Gifford in a note to his beautiful edition of Jonson, 
Says : "I have seen, in one of the chief cities in France, 
the Crucifixion played by puppets, and though the 
sight was inexpressibly revolting, I could not perceive 
that the people, who were probably accustomed to it, 
were either shocked or disgusted.'^ Racine's Athalte 
and Esther, and the Giuseppe," of Metastasio, are 
familiar to us, rather ad sacred poems than acting 
plays; there has been a dramatic piece represented in 
our own age, the subject of which was scriptural, but 
whose name and scene of action were changed in 
respect to the feelings of & protestant countr^; the 
piece was Pieiro L'Eremita which attracted multitudes, 
not half of whom were conscious, they were witnessing 
Rossini's splendid opera of Mose in Egitto, 

* The sanctity of the Kings of Cologne is thns referred to. 
In "Gammer Gurton's Needle," that remarkably delicate 
Comedy said to have been written by Still, who waa afterwarda 
Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

" I will have you swere byonr dere lady of BuUcume^ 
Saint Dunstone and Saint Dennykef with the three 

Kings of KuHain, 
That ye shall keep it secret^-^ii. 2. 1. 1, 
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ST. GILES'S CHURCH, &c. 

The parish of St. Giles is the most extensive of the 
three parishes into which this borough is divided ; it 
includes the hamlet of Whitley, but the united popu- 
lation does not materially exceed that either of St. 
Mary's or St. Lawrence's. It consists of 2,273 acres, 
of which, 1,014, having been formerly the property of 
Reading Abbey, are not chargeable with tithe. Out 
of the number of acres tithe-free, 112 are within ihe 
boundary of the corporation, and 902 are in the 
hamlet of Whitley, where the abbey had consider- 
able possessions, obtained by donation or purchase.* 
Whitley is assessed to the poor and church-rates of 
this parish, but not being within the jurisdiction of 
the corporation, it comes under the cognizance of the 
county magistrates ; the inhabitants of the hamlet 
attempted some years ago, by a law suit, to separate 
themselves from the other part of the parish, with r^ 
gard to the maintenance of the poor, but the attempt 
was unsuccessful, and it has not, we believe, been 
since repeated.f 

The parish of St. Giles is bounded, on the north, by 
that of St. Lawrence ; and on the south, by Shinfield; 
St. Mary's parish lies on the west ; and its eastern 

* At tiie time of the dissolutioii, the manor was valued at the 
annual rent of £26. 18«. 4d., and the ajustmcnt of the park, at 
£3, (See page 88.) Whitley contained also, extensive pleasure 

grounds, and fish ponds, which are now occupied by a farm, 
ueen Mary granted the manor to Sir Francis Englefield. 
Uueen laizabeth, by her charter, gave 50 oaks out of the park! 
to the corporation of Reading, and granted the restof the estate 
to Sir Francis and Dame Catherine KnoUys ; it has passed 
succesively, into the possession of several fiuniUes, and is now 
the property of Lady Milman. 

t It was ordered by the magistrates, at the quarter sessions 
for the County of Berks, April 23rd, 1649, "that the inha- 
bitants within the Uberty of Whitley shall, according to a 
former order, pay the yearly sum of one and twenty pounds, 
four shilhngs, and four pence, monthly apportioned according 
to the statute, for the relief of the poor in the parish of St. 
Giles ; and that the inhabitants of the said parish, within the 
«aid borough, shaU pay the yearly sum of thiity and five 
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boundary is formed by Sonninjif ; or, according to ^^r. 
Man's more detailed notice of its situation, '* it is si- 
tuated on the south side of the river Kennet, and is 
connected with the other parishes by the Hi^h-brid^e> 
and Seven-bridges. There are two small islands be- 
longing to this parish, on the river Kennet ; that, on 
the west side of High-bridge, is seperated from ^)t. 
Lawrence's parish, by a water-course branching out 
above the pound-lock, which, after passing under the 
north end of the B^r Inn, takes the name of the 
Black <ijtch, and re-enters the Kennet on the north 
east end of the Island. The other commences at the 
nbove. mentioned lock> and extends easterly as far at 
the. -mill; it is divided from the main land on the 
north by the navigable branch of the river, and on the 
€outh by the mill stream." 

It has been remarked that wherever there is m 
church dedicated to St. Giles, in a town, it is situated 
a^ one end of it ; alluding, it is supposed to the con- 
mict of the holy ^gidius, as the saint is otherwise 
called, who used to dwell in some suburb to avoid 
public notice, and perform his cures and miraclei 
upon the afflicted poor and desolate. Such is in some 
measure the situation of the church in this parish. 
The period of its erection is not known, but 4ts sit^ 
was probably beyond the town, a characteristic which 
no longer distinguishes it, as houses lengthening into 
«treets have gradually encompassed it on all sides. 

The church, in its old state, consisted of a nave 
and side aisles divided by arches supported by mas* 
sive pillars ; the pillars and arches were of chalk, and> 
on removing the former, during the repairs and im- 

Srovements made under the present rector, they were 
iscovered to stand on the gravel without any other 
foundation. A very large sura was expended, some 
years ago, in casing the weaker parts of some pillars 
ivhich supported the roof on the north side, and, 
which had been observed to decline very considerably 
from their original perpendicular direction. In its 
present state the church consists of three aisles, the 
side ones being separated from the centre by three 
pointed archea divided by (wo li^t clustered columns. 
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?lie frhWety interfered with the otherwise &|rreeable 
effect of this style, as it is hebdagonul^ and one of its 
sides occupies an arch of each aisle; the eighth side^ 
which would complete the octa^^onal appearance of 
Che interior, beinj^ formed by a recess leadin<( to the 
altar. The pews partake of the disposition of the 
gallery, and are so arranjEred that the congregation 
form nearly a circle round the minister. 

In 17^4,* a gallery was builly by subscription, over 
ihe chancel, as the church was not found sufficiently 
^uge tu accommodate the vast increase the congre- 
gation received when Mr. Cadogan held the living^f 
but it was removed during the late alterations. Pre- 
vious to the reign of JBlizabeth, there were four 
images here, viz : those of St. Giles, St. Christophep, 
St. Mary, and St. John, with an altar dedicated 
to the latter saint, and the usual high altar; these 
were removed in 1560, when the pulling down the 
images cost the small sum of four-pence, and two • 
shillings and eight-pence were disbursed for destroys 
ing the iCltars and carting away the rubbish; an 
additional penny being pAid, theaame year, for white 

• A. D. 1784.— This year a gidlery was bmlt 
'by subscription, and charitable collections by 
Mr. Bomaine. The subscription amounted to 
'the sum of - - - ' . ^ - « £456 Ot, 8§(f. 

-i-ChitrchuHirdeni* Book, 
Mr. Cecil, in his life of Mr. Cadogan, says that the latter 
! gentleman proposed taking down entirely at his own charge, an 
Irregular and decayed part of the church, and rebuilding it so 
as to correspond with the opposite aisle, and to afford much 
additional room. But the offer was rejected because it was 
suspected that- after Mr. Cadogan^s death, there would be more 
*t-ian sufficient room for all comers, and that the alteration 
would encrease the expense of future repairs, for which con- 
tingency Mr. Cadogan in vain offered to secure an adequate 
annual sum from his own property. He, however, made himself 
Accountable for the whole expense of the new gallery, which 
went nearly round the church ; '* though afterwards it was 
chiefly defrayed by voluntary subscription." In 1789 the con- 
"gregation was so mcreased, that the church, wi£h its additional 
gallery was found insufficient to contain the numbers who sought 
admittance ; ** application was made therefore for a forther 
enlargement, the expense of which, Mr. C. uadeiioc^ to defray^ 
iwi the v«8Uy rdused to admit it.'* 
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liniaf tbe rood. In 1519, tke ram of nine povndf 
WM paid for an or^an, and the salary of the player, 
according to Mr, Coates's copy of the churchwardens 
booUs, was. in 1643, four pounds four shillings per 
annum, and in the following year, four pounds ten^ 
while our other local historian, JMr. Man, notices, as 
a proof of the great value of circulating coin at this 
period, that the annual salary of the organist was 
only three shillings and four-pence. We are not able 
to reconcile these two adverse statements, but we are 
inclined to believe in Mr. Man's, because we find that 
the priest of Jesus's mass received in one of the above 
years, thirteen shillings and four-pence ** towards his 
wages for a year." which sum probably formed nearly 
the whole of his annual remuneration, and we can 
with diflficulty believe that the organist received a so 
much higher stipend than even one of the subordinate 
ministers.* The singers in the choir were paid thirteen 
and four-pence, yearly, and the clerk, who also taught 
"the children for the quere," received twelve shil- 
lings; 1678 the organ was taken down, and the pipes 
sold for a pound sterling,* the present instrument is 
nearly new and of a very fine tone. The church was 
furnished with a clock prior to 1618; and in 1683 
a clock with chimes, those " corals for grown gen- 
tlemen," was put up, which cost three pounds, six 
shillings, and eight pence, and which was replaced 
by a new one, after the lapse of a century and a 
quarter, towards the expence of which, the parish 
subscribed eleven pounds, twelve shillings and three- 
pence. These chimes were removed in 1790, when 
the bells were recast, and their number reduced to 
seven, as the tower was not considered sufficiently 
strong to support the weight of a greater number. 
During the seige of the town in 1643, by the parlia- 
mentary forces, the king's soldiers placed some artil- 
lery on the summit of the tower, which speedily caused 
the destruction of the latter, for the orainance was so 
well directed and proved so galling to the besiegers, 
that they raised a battery agamst itj and soon reduced 

* A.D. 1624. To title organ player, for his wages £o 13 4.— 

^CkurekwordeHs' Book, 
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it to a heap of rubbish. After the Aiege it wa» v^ 
paired in a very imperfect manner, but its appearance 
waa, subsequently, much improfed, and a i^ochic 
porch, of no particular beauty however, added to the 
entrance ; it now forms a square building, with gra- 
duated buttresses at the angles, and an embattled roof, 
with low pinnacles ; its height is^fifty-four feet, and it 
is crowned by a spire, which was erected in 1790, at 
the expence of ^^573 19*. Od. it is of Riga fir, covered 
with copper, and has an elevation of rather more than 
70 feet. The churchwarden's books for 1 720, contain 
an entry of two pounds sterling being paid for a dove 
under the canopy, and ^3 17*. for *'the gilt angel, 
brass lock, and bolt." In 1593, when ministers used 
hour glasses, and preached against time, the parish 

£aid 5*. for a candlestick and branch, "to set the 
our glass on ;" but these have long since disappeared. 
Over the altar was formerly three windows of pointed 
architecture, with mouldings of small saxon pillars $ 
but these have been removed and one large elegant 
stained glass window substituted^ at an expence of 
upwards of i^600, which sum was raised by sub- 
scription, and to which the present vicar contributed 
liberally. Iliere are no mouuments of any general 
interest ; but there is a marble tablet, the simple detail 
on which is very affecting; it is erected to the me- 
mory of eight children of the " Reverend Haviland, 
John Hiley and Eleanor his wife," who, out of a 
family o f nine children, lost all but one before they 
attained the age of twenty-five j some of them, indeed, 
according to the memorial on the stone, died at a 
very tender age, happily for them ; for as the inscrip- 
tion on the tablet ends, *' of such is the kingdom of 
lieaven." The vestry which formerly stood at the 
north-west corner of the church is now on the north 
side of the chancel ; over the old vestry there was a 
room containing a small collection of divinity and 
classics, the gift of. the Reverend Phillip Vaughan. 
The books and catalogue were arranged, and rescued 
from the damp, and ihe room repaired, in 1780, by 
Mr. Cadogan, at his own expence ; they were again 
removed, during the alterations, (almost rebuilding. 
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indeed,) of this rkurch, nitde since ike Rereniiid H.^. 
Duckinfield becaiDe Vicar, but we are not aware wbere 
they are now deposited. Vol. 3, of Masrna Britannia^ 
mentions a les^acy of books, bequeathed to this ehnrch 
by Mr. VVilHam Jemmat, but tht bequest has been 
lost. In the churchwardens' accounts for 1640, are 
mentioned ** Two books of Alartyrs, upon frame:*, 
the ^ift of Mr. W. Jenimatt, rector of this ehurch.'* 
One of the brass chandeliers was presented for the 
use of th« cou^rre^aiion, in 1640, by Alice Clark, as 
the inscription on it testifies $ the other is inscribed, 
'* The pit of a friend, A.lJ. 1784, when the galleries 
were erected in this church.'** 

The brick walls on the north and east sides of th^ 
^church yard, were built in 16!22; there was also a wall 
on the west side, next the hiifh road, at a much earlier 
date, and which was strengthened with buttresses in 
1592 ; lu this wall, however, protruded into the road, 
considerably beyond the present line of foot-path, it 
was taken down a few years ago, part of the ehurck 
yard cut off, and the remainder enclosed by a hand^ 
some iron railing; " the ex pence of this improfement 
was defrayed by a general subscription among all the 
inhabitants of the town, wbo rightly considered that 
whatever embellishments are made in either of the 
parishes, tends equally to the pleasure and convenK. 
ence of the whole body of the inhabitants." In 1819 
a piece of ground was purchased on the west side of 
Horn-street, opposite the chui'ch, and consecrated as 
a new burial ground. 

The following extracts from the churchwardens' 
accounts will serve to shew at what periods this edifice 
has undergone important repairs : — 

1628. For ** new building: and making arches and pillftrs on 
the south side of the middle range of the church," mud for re- 
paration of the whole church : — 

Reed, upon the nine months' tax -within the toWn iK38 4 
Item — Reed, upon the ratements at Whitley . 4 5 
1654. In this and the following year, fhe north side of the 
dhurch, with the south and west porches, were repaired. 

* Gas being now used in lighting the church, the chandeliers 
hartw been removed. 
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1788. In tMs and the following year, were collected by a rate 
•f one shilling in the pound, for the repairs of the church, the 
»um of £284 5$. 6d. 

The last repairs, as we have previously noticed, were 
made under the present Vicar, and the appearance of 
the old church ha»s consequently been not only ma- 
terially chan<(ed, but also materially im proved. 

In the terrier, delivered at the primary Tisitation 
of Shute, Bishop of 8alii>bury, in 1783, there ia said 
to be a certain saJary of ^'2^ 3s. id, sensing from land?, 
houses, and quit-rents in the parish, appropriated for 
keepinc^ the church in repair : the writinsfs concern- 
ing which are in the custody of the church vrardens, 
'* who are also charged with the repair of the edifices, 
and the church-yard fence." The whole of the glebe 
is about half an acre of garden attached to the vicar- 
age house, which is situated on the south side ef the 
cemetery, and is a commodious building, which has, 
from time to time, been considerably enlarged and 
knpro ved. 

"Buring the papal hierarchy, ganctaaries were 
attacked to, many of our churches, and scarcely any 
town of consequence was without one of these places 
of refuge-, front whence malefactors of every descrip- 
tion could bid defiance to the laws, with impunity : 
and so sacred were those recep^tacles considered at 
that time, that no one, not even the monarch on the 
throne d ired to violate them, however tyrannical in 
di^positi on and conduct towards his subjects on other 
occasions . One of those places, and probably united 
*to the privileges of this church, was, in what is now 
called the Crown-lane ; how far it extended is uncer- 
tain ; but it is not unlikely that it included the whole 
space between that lane and the church-yard." The 
inviolability of sanctuaries was not, however, so 
strictly observed^ at all times, as the above extract in- 
timates. The most ancient asylum of the sort, in this 
country, was the Abbey church of Westminster, made 
so by Edward the Confessor; but Henry VIII did 
not scruple to deny the privilege to persons guilty of 
capital oflfences, and made it available to others only 
during the spac^ of forty days, at the end of whicn 
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time, the refu(^eM were obliged either to abide th^ 
course of the law, or leaf e the realm. In fact caeaiis 
were always found to make the privilege useless, when 
the stronirer powers were so inclined : in the troubled 
reign of Richard II., Shackel was seized before the 
altar, at Westminster, and his friend Hanle slain in 
the choir, for refusing to give up a prisoner to John, 
Duke of Lancaster. A few years after, Chief Justice 
Trysillian, the defender of the rights of Richard 11., 
was torn from the sanctuary, by the turbulent barons, 
and hanged at Tyburn. £dward V. was bom in the 
Abbot's house, at Westminster, where his mother 
Elizabeth had sought refuge ; that unhappy woman 
was in the same sanctuary when she was compelled to 
abandon her children to the protectorship of Richard 
III. It Is probable that the privilege of asylum, pos- 
sessed by the church of St. Giles,' extendeJ only to 
debtors, and perhaps to persons guilty of misdemean- 
ors. The sanctuary for life was never held by a 
church, if there v^as an abbey in the same town ; in 
iuch a case the monastery would claim the right of 
throwing its mantle of protection round the capital 
offender, as long as he had means to pay for it ; but 
his security always decreased in proportion as hia 
finances failed. 

Bent Roll of St, Gilei' Pariah, take* in 1618. 

Quit Rente. £ t. 4. 

For a tenement on the west side of London-street, 

for a year 1 

Ditto on the same side, between Mill-lane on tiie 
north side, and the tenement of T. Pockeridge oa 

the south side 6 

The tenement annexed . « ^ . . . . A 
A tenement on the same side . . . .010 

Ditto ditto 3 

Ditto ditto 16 

Ditto next to the tenement of the Abbot and Coa- 

vent of Reading 13 

Ditto annexed, now in the hands of the Church- 
wardens . 1* 

A tenement on the same side, next to the void 

ground of the Abbot and Convent . . .002 
A tenement on the same side . . . . d 

A tenement on the west side of Sfvta?-strc«t .006 
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l>e graind annexed, lale a teocBMBt .008 

A tenement ou the same side . . .002 

A tenement on the east side of London-stfcct, mest 

the tenement of the Abbot and Conrent . .009 
A tenement on the same side, next the tenements of 

the Abbot and (Convent, on the north and sonth i 
A tenement on the same side, between W. Goldorc, 

priest, and the- tenement of the Abbot ami Context 9 

A tenement annexed 9 

Ditto ■ 9 

Of the Abbot and ConTeat for a tenemeat oa the 

same side • 1 

A tenement annexed, between the tenement of tht 

Abbot and Conventt on the south, and tbe tene- 
ment called the Hind's Head, for a year . . i 
A tenement annexed, called the Hind's Head . • 6 

Of the Abbot and Ckinvent, for the tenement annes- 

ed, called The Cage 0k 

A plot of land on the sontii side of Mill-lane .010 

A tenement next the Hood-gates, on the aorlh side 

ofMill-lane 

A Toid groimd on the north side of the same lana .001 
A tenement on the west side of the Old-street, ntzt 

Catels-grove gates* 1 

Of the sub-chamberer of the Abbey, for a teBcm«nt 

in Minster -streetf 4 

Of the Abbot and Convent, for a tenement oa tht 

east side of London-street, called the White Horse 10 
Of the said Abbot for a tenement on the sonth aide 

of the same street, called the George . .019 

Ofthe said Abbot, for a tenement called Pollard'a sett I 9 
Of Thomas Beke, gent, for three tenements . • 9 10 
A garden in Syvier-street . • . . .^01 
An acre of land in Orlengh-field . . . .001 

40 10 II 

Rents, 

A tenement on the east side of Syvier-street, next 

the lands of the Abbot and Convent . . .048 
A tenement on the same side, next the ground of 

the Abbot and Convent . • . . .070 
A tenement on the west side of the same street .080 

Ditto 060 

Of W. Green, the priest, for a tepement on the west 
side of London -street 6 

* In Coates's extracts from the church register, this taoe- 
ment is charged 6d. 
t Or, according to Coates, 4«. 
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Jk tenemeDt oatlie iame ilde, next the tenement be* 
longing to the alms house 8 6^: 

For certain tenements on the same side, called the 
Rents ----.. -^ , X q 0. 

For a tenement on the west side of the Olde-street' "6 4 

For a tenement annexed, and joining to the ground 
called the Gravel pit 7 

A tenement on the east side of the OMe-street, be- 
tween the ground of the ricarage on the north, 
and a tenement on the toutii • . . . 0106 

£4 1 i" 

Mr. Man thinks that the small proportion of free-, 
hold estates within the town, in explained by the re- 
peated mention, in the above Rent Roll, of tenements. 
belongin|!f to the Abbot and Convent^; all whose poft>. 
sessions devolved to;the crown at the dissolution. 

A short time previous to the year 1599, some 
charitable bequests were left to the church of St. 
Giles, consisting of messuages, yearly rents, heredita- 
ments, &c., the profits of which, it was intended by 
the bequeatherSf should be appropriated to the repairs 
of the church, and the. maintenance of th^ bells and 
seats there, and that if any overplus remained, it 
should be applied to the relief of the poor of the 
parish. These legacies were, accordingly, for many 
years, put in use, and executed, agreeably to the 
wills of the testators, till about the period above 
mentioned thev were claimed by a certain Jeftery 
Cowper, an inhabitant of the parish, and who had 
formerly served the office of churehwardeut under the 
pretence that these messuages, rents, and premises, 
known by the appellation of the Church Lands, were 
concealed from the Queen's Majesty, and having got 
a great part of them conveyed to himself, he threat- 
ened suit for the same, if his title to them were op-, 
posed. There was a difficulty in disproving his claim, 
as many of the original deeds of gift, and other papers, 
of considerable importance to the evidence had been 
stolen from a chest in the vestry room. 

There was an act, however, passed in the 39th of 
Queen Elizabeth, entitled " an act to reform deceita 
and breaches of trust touching lands given to charit- 
able us^s ;" and this case concerning the Church. 



d by Google 



wwmBY OP KsaDnrs* 1^ 

Lands of St. Giles, came before the commissidnen 
appointed to pat the act in force. The conitnissioa 
which sat at Newbury, consisted of Sir Thomas Parry» 
Sir Humphry Forster,. Edmund Farriplace, Esq., Read 
Stafford, Esq.^^and soroeotliers, and their duty was to 
enquire, by a jury, what lands, tenements, leases^ 

Soods, chattels, and sums of money, or other thini^^ 
ad, at any time before,, been given by any persons^ 
to and for the relief and maintenance of the poor 
within the county of Berks; andwheiher they had been 
employed according to the Intention of the founders ; 
an exemplification of the letters patent granting the 
commission remains in the custody of the church- 
wardens of St. Giles, and the presentment which thA 
jurors returhed to this parish, ui als6 preserved' amoag^ 
Its records. 

The jury found that there were eleven messuages,, 
&c., situated in London-street, Sievyer-street, and[ 
Horn-street or OhKstreet, with the sum of elevea 
shillings and ^ye pence of annual rents arising from 
other messuages then in the tenure of various person* 
in the above streets ; and that they had been given aB4 
conveyed to certain persons, (with whose names the 
jury were not acquainted) for the charitable purposes 
we have already mentioned,^ and that they had beea 
so appropriated till the new claim to. them was laisedl 
by Mr. Jeffery Cowper. in order to defraud the said 
charitable uses, and make undue gain to himself 
This award was entirely adverse to the alleged right 
of the quondam churchwarden ; and the commission 
at Newbury issued a decree in accordance with it^ 
directing that the several bequests of lands, ten€- 
mcfits, and hereditaments, called by the name of the 
Church Lands, should for ever coatiune to be euK 
ployed agreeably to the intentions of the original 
testators, and in no other way. As it also appeared 
to the commissioners, from the evidence of witnesses, 
and the production of various documents, as well as 
. from views of the ancient register book of the churchy 
that the churchwardens had possessed an uncontrolled 
management over these lands, tenements, &c., and 
Mad exercised, «b owners, the power of letting them 

X 
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sad had ^ven up all the profits arising from them t<9 
the appropriation for which they were originaUy des- • 
lined, it was the opinion of the said commissionQFS.^ 
that the churchwardens were a corporation by pre^ 
acription, capable of estates of lands, to the said 
church, as well as ^oods ; but, in.decreeinf? their fun 
ture agency, neither they nor their successors were 
allowed to grant any lease, " or demise of the same, 
or any part thereof," for a longer period than twentyr 
one years, in p05:<essi(»n, and not ia reversion ; and 
they were not authorised to make a lease even for 
that term, without previously obtaining the consent 
of a majority of the head burg/esses and second bur- 
gesses of the borough, who were resident within the 
parish ; which consent was to be registered, and pre- 
served with a covenant of the lease, &c., as future 
evidence, in case of need; of the property of the said 
lands. The churchwardens were further ordered to 
account for the fines, rents, and other profits, annu- 
ally before the parishioners, as they had been before 
accustomed to do ; ^ and the decree empowered the 
mayor, on the refusal of a churchwarden to produce 
bis acoouhtSy or to pay his arrears, if any -should ex- 
ist on his going out of office, oi- on his being proved 
to have been negligent of his trust, to commit him to 
prison till such arrears were - paid, and till he had 
given due satisfaction for every other abuse of which 
lie might be justly charged. Such is the substance of 
the decree,, made •at Newbury, the 18th day of April, 
in the 41st year of Queen Elizabeth ; and, in accor- 
dance, with* the orders and directions it contained^ 
William Malthus and William Bennett, then church- 
wardens, gave their consent, and granted new leases 
to the several tenants. 

The presentation to the living of St. Giles, is in the 
Lord Chancellor ; it is valued, in the King*s books, 
at <€14 IJs. di</, and the yearly tenths, at.€l 9g. Sid, 
llie revenues of the vicarage are principally derived 
from the great and small tythes of the lands within 
the parish and hamlet of Whitley, " a very small pro- 
portion only of the original possessions of the abbey 
^eing^tithe^free;" the vicu: being en.titled, also,. to 
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tlie Easter oflferinga. surplice fees, &e. The ap<?^ 
pointment of the. clerk rests with the vicar, but he. 
IS paid by the parish, and by the usual fees and pur<« 
quisites of office. 

List of the Vicars^ 
Under the Patronage </ the Abbot and Conioent. 



Walter de Holme 


1336 


Thomas Wyland 


1463 


John Crowe 


1329 


Robert Gleyn 




Phillip Leverech 
John Ymmere 


1334 


William Edyndon 


1493: 


1388 


John Enon 


1529 


WiUiamSandford 


1417 


Richard Snow 


1533 


John Sandford ^ 


1419 


John More 


1540 


John Smyth 


1449 


John Emery 


1548: 


Robert Brown 


1457 


William Webb 


1551 


John Waibrood 


1462 






Under, the Patronage of the Crown, 




John Walton * 


1561 


William Jemmatt 


1648. 


Maurice Vaughan. 


1569 


William Richards 


1676 


Edward Young 


W2 


Samuel Torrent 


1712 


Edward Martin. 




Whiting Colton 


17301 


William Btirtoa 


1591 


Hon. James Yorke 


1756 


John Denison 


1602 


William Talbot 


176$. 


Samuel Raclcliffev 


1614 


Hon.W. B. Cadogaa 


1775 


Hugh Dicas 


1616 


Hen. Rob. Dukinfield 


1797,- 


William Wild 


1JS42 


1816, 



Very few of the above attained any extended cele- 
brity, their reputation beinar f6r the most part con- 
fined within the sphere of their active duties. Wni. 
Burton (1591) who was a native of Winchester, anrf* 
minister of a church in Bristol, before he had th6i 
vicarage of St. Giles, was the author of some Ser-. 
inons, and of an Exposition of the Lord's Prayer>, 
published in 1594. 

ff^lliam, or George, Tf^ild obtained the vicaraore of' 
St. Giles, throuefh the patronage of Archbishop Laud,, 
to whom he was chaplain. He was appointed to 
preach before the King and Court, at Oxford, during; 
the civil wars ; and the degree of D.C.L. was the re- 
ward of his labours there. In 164S he was deprived! 
of his fellowship by the parliamentary visitors, when 
lie repaired to London, and kept up a religious meet-^. 
iug for the royalists, in Fleet-street. At the restora-. 
tion he was promoted to the see of Londonderry^^ 
where his piety, his virtues, and his public spirit^ 

tf 2 
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ffained for him the approbation of all mea who were- 
fortunate enoutfh to become acquainted with him. 
He died at Dublin, in 1665 ; and his remains ar» 
deposited in the cathedral there. His literary pro* 
ductions are "The Hospital- of Lovers," a comedy, 
acted in the presence of their majesties, at Oxfurd, 
Iktl never printed ; a Latin comedy, entitled, *' Her- 
moplus," never piloted ;. and various Sermons aiitf 
Bam ph lets. 

Jf^Hluim Jemmatty was a nativeof this town, and wa^i- 
•ducated in Reading school ; before he took tl*e ec^ 
Tenant, and was appointed vicar of St.. Giles, he had 
been a preacher at Leohlade) in Gloucestershire;^ 
minister of Nettlested, in Kent ;^ a licensed lecturer at. 
Isleworth, in Middlesex,, during fourteen years;: and 
chaplain to the Earl of Northumberland. Hedieiri, at* 
an advanced a^e, on the- 26th of January,. 1677« amii* 
was buried in the chancel of St. Giles on the 3Ut of 
the same month ;• to which church he bequeathed a 
valuable legacy of books.. His works are *' Sermons f. 
London, 1623." " An Abridgrement of Dr. J. Preston's 
Works; London, 1648 and 1658." <* An Exposition or 
the Historical Prophecy of Jonah ;. London, 1666." 
** Now and Ever ;" the same yenn He also edited 
Thomas Taylor's Five Sermons on occasion of the 
Gunpowder Plot, and edited and corrected three othep 
works by the same author, (who was brother to Theo- 
philus Taylor, vicar of St. Lawrence) entitled, " Plain 
and Pithy Exposition of the Twelfth Chapter of St.. 
John's Revelation,!' "Christ Revealed," and "A Com-- 
mentary on the Epistle of Paul to Titus;" to all of 
which he prefixed introductory epistles. His remainr 
ing productions were- a translation ipto Latin, not^ 
completed, of Dr. Thomas Goodwin's Works; and some 
sermons. Mr. Cbates notices another work of Thomas 
Taylor, (who was surnamed the ilittminated Doctor) 
which, he says, has escaped the notice of the industri- 
ous Wood; the title papfe is a treatise per se; it runs 
thus: — "The Parable of the Sower and the Seed; de- 
daring in four several grounds, among other things : 
1, how far a hypocrite may go in the way towards 
l^Nuren, and: wJierein the sotind christian goeth beyond 
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liim^ and 2, in the last and best ground, lar/jpely dis- 
courseth of a ^ood heart, describinfr it by very many 
^igns of it> digested into a famiUar method : which of 
'itself is an entire treatise; and also* 3, from the con- 
stant fruit of the good ground, justifieth the doctnae 
of the perseverance of saints, oppugneth the iiftk 
article of the late Arminians, and shortly and plainly 
answereth their most colourable arguments and e?a- 
sions. By Thomas Taylor, late Fellow of Christ's 
College, iu Cambridge, and preacher of the Word of 
God, at Reading, in Bafkshire^ &c." We copy part of 
'^Che dedication to the Mayor (W. Batcrman,) Corpora- 
Hion, and some of the author's pidvate friends^ as iBci- 
detitally belonging to the history of <iur town, from the 
'-mention which it makes of two faects that equally apply 
•to it now, viz : the abunflant means of religious know- 
'tedge afforded to the inhabitants, and that happy sign 
of the faithfulness of the stewards of God, appointed 
to adrainster it, exempliied in xhe attendance on publie 
worship, which perhaps distinguishes Reading above 
every other town in the kingdom. " Many things I 
•misfit here move in, but I spare both you and myself* 
^seeing I can weekly speak unto^you. Only now I will 
turn precepts into prayers, that as the dew from Her- 
mon and Mount Sion'did distill on tke valleys round 
about them, so may this town, by your prudent go^ 
vemment, be a pattern of piety/charity, and sobriety, 
^o the whole country about you. A«d as this famous 
town, for pleasant situation, and rich '^eommodilieay 
for prnl^nt government, and-civil state, but especially 
Yor the plentiful means of knowledge and grace, is as 
a li^ht set up in a candlestick, as a tower on the top of 
a hill, and a beacon to the whole country, so your 
g^oilly care may be so much the more to walk worthy 
your great privileges, &c. I praise God to see the 
house of God so frequented, and yourselves xan»con- 
fess, how God hath been a good pay-in aster already 
for some good affections this way, in much increase 
added of late years to the outward estate both of 
your public corporation, and many private persons.. 
And to whom should I rather dedicate this labour, thaa 
to you who heard it preached with much gUdness?'' 
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fFilliam Brondep Cadof^n^ second son of Lord C^ 
dog'an, was born m London, A.D. 1751; at the age of 
six years he was placed at Westminster school, iu 
which he rose to be head boy, and went from theoee. 
In 1769, to Christ Church, Oxford, where he w^a 
'distinguished for his assiduity and application; and 
where, according to his biographer, Mr. Cecil, his 
"religious impressions became more deep and lasting. 
In the year 1774, before he was ordained, he waia 
'presented to the living of St. Giles, by Lord Chad- 
'cellor Bathurst, the Rev. Mr. Helward doing the duty 
under the seouestration occasioned by Mr. Cadogan's 
minority, and in 1775» he was appointed rector of St. 
Luke's, Chelsear; a livinpf in the gift of his own family^ 
by a marriage of One of its members with the daughter 
^of Sir Hans Sloane. He^evoted, however, the greater 
'|[^ortion of his time to the duties of his ministry in 
this town. He preached twice every Sunday, and 
once in the evenings of Tuesdays and Thursdays ; the 
remainder of the week he employed, the mornings iu 
studying the scriptures in the original languages, and 
-the afternoons in visiting thes&ek and poor ; and so 
"i-egularly did he follow this eourse,.that, in the words 
of a friend, " the path you found him in to day, you 
■might be sure %i meeting him in tOimorrow." He 
founded four Sunday schools, 4n which upwards of 12t) 
poor children were instructed, to whose improvement 
be attended with unremitting attention, and whose, 
progress he often liberally rewarded. He died, almos( 
'suddenly, and to the inexpressible grief of his numer- 
ous flock, on the 18th of January, 1797> aged 46 ; and 
Ills character though best read in his works, is not 
unfaithfully depicted in his epitaph. '* Animated by 
the noblest ambition, rank, talents, and every other 
distinction, he counted but loss, that he might bear 
the exalted character of minister of the gospel of 
Christ : this adorable name, his theme, his refuge, 
and his joy., which gave energy to his principles, and 
success to his labours, in his last moments, when every 
earthly consolation vanished, sustained his soul and 
bore him through temptation." * 
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TRINm^ CHURCH. 

Tn consequence of the very great increase of late 
^yeirs in the building and population of that part of 
the parish of St. Mary, now occupied by RusseH- 
• street, Sydney-terrace, and places adjacent, it beeanie 
expedient to build an additional place of worship, for 
the better accommodation of the inhabitants. At 
a mtetinof held in tlie vestry of the parish church » to 
adopt measures for eff^ciins^ the ^Kject of relieving 
Hie ml of ^t Mary's inability to accommodate its 
' increising congre^^ation, it was first proposed to erect 
a chapel of ease ; which preposition being negatived, 
'•it was suggested that aconvenient church should be 
' r-aised by subscription, and thsct <he shareholders miglit 
receive the interest -of their money out Of 'the profits 
"expected to be realised by the letting of seats-; this 
-suggestion, however, was'«lso rejected, and several 
others of a different nature, experienced the same 
^ fate. It was reported in the town, about this time, 
that the Reverend George Hulme intended to build -a 
' chapel at his own expense, a report which, we believe, 
was entirely destitute of fotinaatien, but which that 
gentleman confirmed in the most handsome and 
liberal manner, when he saw the ^nere^sity of the in- 
habitants and the utility of administering to it. The 
first estimate, se^t in by Mr. Billing, named the cost 
of building at JtSOOO ; a subsequent estimate, made 
^out by Mr. Cooper, did not exceed jg40()0 ; the latter 
was, in consequence, selected as the builder. The 
architect first appointed was Mr. Garbett, but the 
' edifice was completed under the superintendence of 
Mr Finlayson, at a cost exceeding the estimate, and 
' which amounted to nearly ji;'60O0 ; the whole of which, 
►except a very trifling grant contributed by govern- 
ment, was defrayed by the exemplary minister, who 
^e hope may long continue to perform the duties of 
his own church, which will always be considered, 
particularly by his grateful and attached flock, as a 
speaking monument of its founder's benevolence. 

Trinity Church is erected on the north side of the 
road to Oxford, immediately facing Russell-street f the 
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architecture is in the plainest Gothic 'styl^ ; ihe 6ft< 
trance is by three pointed arches, divided by gr^dnatei 
buttresses, and surmounted by a low tower unpicti- 
resque in itself, and rendered still more so by it4 siti* 
ation : there are eight lancet windows on each side, aid 
the interior, which will accommodate nearly tweye 
hundred persons, is very judiciously and conveniextly 
laid out I it possesses a very superior organ, built by 
Flight and Rohson, and a school room has been adied 
"flrithin these two years, ^or the instruction of Suiday 
vcholans where two hundred boys and girls arereli- 
viously educated. The church was opened by lirense 
from the Bishop of Satiabury on the '19th of Niven- 
l>er, 1826, but was not consecrated till the 2<ith of 
August, 1832, on which day, Dt. Burgess the diocesan. 
In presence of a large and gratified assembly of mem- 
tiers of the established church, performed the loleum 
•office of consecration. The right of presentation 
tests with Mr. Hulme, and is vested in nim and bis 
heirs, for the space of sixty years from the period of 
Its being consecrated by the bishop, after which time 
it lapses to the incumbent of the parish of St. Mary. 

The rite of consecration is of very ancient origiiK 
and is the act of devoting any thing to the service ana 
worship of God ;. the Hebrews, who sometimes con- 
secrated their fields and cattle to the Lord, surrendered 
all further property in such possessions ss soon as 
the ceremony vtm concluded: the sanctification to 
God, of the first born of men and beasts, according 
to the Mosaical law, and the devoting of the Oibeo- 
nites, by Joshua^; and of tlie Nethinims, by Solomon 
«nd David, to the service of the temple, are instances of 
the antiquity of the rite which do not require further 
illustration. The consecration of christian churches^ 
in the fourth century, (before which period it is un*- 
certain in what manner the dedication was performed^ 
was attended with great solemnity: the symbol of 
salvation was elevated, an altar erected, a sermon 
preached in praise and commemoration of the founder, 
and prayers, composed for the occasion, offered up 
to beseech the blessing of God on the new edifice, 
and upon all who should^ thenceforwardy enteir it> 
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^Qrches bave been always consecrated, in England, 
with particular ceremonies, the form of which is said 
to be left to the discretion of the bishop. At the 
consecration of Trinity, the venerable diocesan was 
met at the entrance of the church by the members of 
the corporation, and some of the principal inhabit 
tants of the town, who deliFcred to him the petition, 
'praying that he would consecrate the chapel, which 
was read by the registrar; after which the bishop 
and his chaplains, with the preacher, officiating 
minister, and a large body of the clergy, walked up 
the middle aisle to the communion table, repeating 
the 24th psalm as they proceeded ; Che bishop reading 
one verse sjlone, and the clergy repeating the one which 
followed. The bishop being seated, the conveyance 
of theiite of the new building, and other documents 
relating thereto, were presented to him, which be 
^deposited upon the communion table, while he prayed 
that the Almighty would favourably approve of the 
solemn dedication of the place to the performance of 
the several offices of religious worship;* and give 
steadfaritness of iFaith, seriousness of affection and 
devotion of mind to all who should enter therein, to 
^ve Him praise and confers their own sins; that 
grace and heavenly benediction might rest on those 
who should receive there the sacrament of the body 
and bloed of Christ ; and that the preaching of the 
'gospel might enable its hearers to perceive what they 
ought to do, and give them strength to achieve it. 
The sentence of consecration was then read by the 
chaneellor, and signed by the bishop, who ordered it 
to be^egistered, and laid upon the communion table; 
after which, some additional prayers, and a sermon 
concluded the ceremony, it should be understood, 
that it is not the mere rite of consecration that renders 
a place sacred, it becomes so from the moment it is 
devoted by the owner to sacred purposes, and to no 
other; the ceremony is only performed in order, that 
by legally and solemnly declaring it to be so, ' the sa- 

* The baptismal and marriage ceremonies cannot be per- 
'lonned m this chuxch. 
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ofsments and some other offices of the church mi^lft 
be administered therein, which previously could not 
be done : it is South, we believe, who says, that •* the 
^ift of the proprietor to God makes it God's, ani 
consequently sacred." 



DISSENTING ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Castle-Stbekt OnAi»EL'>^'Phe Reverend James 
" Sherman. — This Chapel is built on the site of the old 
county g-uol for felons and debtors ;• and it is the 
opinion* of some that the site of the old gaol had been 
formerly occupied by a reli^fious house, and previously 
to that, by the Castle; but there are no records of the 
county remaining, in support of- the latter opinion, 
or wluch give any information conceHiing the date of 
the erection of the old prison. On pulling down part 
«f the building, in 17^8, a small lancet window was 
discovered, next the street ; and a round arch on 
the east side, which vVas supposed to be the en tranche 
to a chapel for the use of the prisoners ; and from 
these remains the building was thought to be of some 
antiquity. Thepresent chapel was opened in \799, 
under the toleration act,ihoiigh the worshippers thei^ 
do not call themselves dissenters ; and it is indebted 
for its foundation and support, to the voluntary con- 
' tributions of a body of persons who seceded from the 
congregation pf St. Giles' Church, shortly after the 
death of the Hon. and Rev. W. B. Cadogan, in conse- 
quence of a dispute with that gentlemAu's successor* 
who was accused of not preaching the '^aine doctrine 
' theyhad been accustomed to hear. The congregation jh 
very numerous nid respectable, audits religious creed 
nearly similar to that of the established church, whose 

• Before the removal of the county gaol from Castle-street, 
the following inscription, composed by Mr. Merrick, was placed 
over the -.lebtor's grate, next the street. 

** Oh ye, whose hours exempt from sorrow flow, 

Behold the seat of pain, of want, and woe : 
. Think, while your hands th* intreated alms extend, 
'That what to us you give, to God ye lend." 
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Yiuirgy, and other offices appointed in the common 
prayer, are constantly used ; their (we believe) only 
point of difference with the national establishment 
consists in professinir a stricter conformity to the 
tenets of the early reformers than that observed by 
our regular clergy. The society did not, at first, 
support a constant preacher, hut was occasionally 
supplied with one from other cons^re$ralions, and prin- 
cipally from those in Lady Huntingdon's connexion. 
The building, which is simple and commodious, waa 
erected from a plan designed by Mr. Billing; and the 
interior, during winter, i^'-very well lighted with gas. 
Baptist Meeting H6uses. — There are threie 
•chapels in Reading, attended by respectable congre- 
gations of this class of protestant dissenters. 'Hiat 
£1 Hosier's-stre^t, at present under the ministerial 
superintendence of the Rev. J. H. Hinton, M. A. waa 
established in 1655, at which time it was endowed 
With the annual sum of five pounds sterling, charged 
oipon a house in Abingdon, the gift of William Butler, 
of that town, and an annual rent charge of twenty-five 
shillings, from a meadow in Wokingham, was subse- 
quently given py Mr. Griffin Oriflhi.* This chapel 
was much enlarged, and rendered more convenient for 
the members of the baptist society who attended it, 
some years ago; but a new one is now erecting up(m 
some ground^ purchased for that purpose, and which 
formed part of the On estate, sold by the crown in 
1832. The other mating houses, are ni Silver-street, 
and Minster-8treet,t hut theydo not demand any par- 
ticular notice, as their congregations are of the same 

* Mr. John Stamp, of Sinsham, near Reading, who died 
about 1720, gaye lus estate at Hethselton, near Stoke, in 
Dorsetshire, "by will, to John House, Joseph Froine, and 
John Spillett, cit'iz^s and merchants of London, for the ?)etter 
tnaintenance of the dissenting ministers of Wareham, Wey- 
mouth, and Reading, to each £25 per annum ; the remainder 
to such, in and about London, who had not £40 per annum.'' 
But this will was annulled by a decree in Chancery, on account 
of a clause, by which the widow was obliged to sue for the thirds 
of her husband's estate. — HuichirCs Dorset : Coates citant^. 
• t The meeting in Minster-strei't, called Salem Chapel^ is 
under the ministry of the Rev. Samuel Hewlett. 
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ii\M»o(bfkpi\sU,partifiuiar; the fr^nenrlj or ArminiaHi 
baptists, whose numbers throughout En^^land, are 
very smal) when compared with the Dnriicui'/r or Cal- 
Yinistic baptists, have no place ot worship in thi« 
town ; indeed, the former are usually found existing 
only as small sects in large manufacturing districts, 
and as they entertain a thoroui^h contempt for all 
erudition and science, so are their leaders <lestitute 
of that safe learning and knowle<1ge which point out 
to salvation. The pffr//cf/A/r baptists observe in their 
congregation the same rules of efovernment, and the 
same forms of worisblp, as those followed by the pres- 
byterians; and their community is under the direction 
oiP men eminent for their piety and learning. They 
maintain that baptism «hould be adnniinistered, as h 
actually is in the Russian and Greek ^churches, by 
immersion, and not by sprinkling; tltey refuse the 
ordinance altogether to children, nor do they admk 
adults generally, but only those of a certain character 
and description, whom they profess to render fit for 
the sacrament, by previous instruction. On their first 
appearance in this country, they were received witli 
great distrust and alarm, being considered not only 
as successors but as adopters of the opinions of that 
fanatic and sanguinary sect, who, m ^he sixteenth 
century, deluged part of Europe in blood, under the 
pretext of Christ being sole king upon earth, and the 
vconsequent non-effect of all social laws, which they 
^not only trampled upon, but erected a new Jerusalem 
In Holland, and placed a tailor at its head as the 
supreme sovereign of its destinies. But, previous to 
their rise, in this cquntry, Menno had reformed the 
abuses of the old Anabaptists, swept away their gross 
indecencies, and tamed their heartless ferocity, so 
that even the early English baptists must not be con- 
founded with the monstrous society which convulsed 
all Germany and Holland ; many, indeed, suffered at 
the stake in Smithfield, but the flames there were as 
often kindled to smother virtue, as to consume vice. 
Their confession of faith, published in 1643, pro- 
cured them a greater share of public and general 
respect than they had beea, hitherto^ accustomed t* 
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receive-; and, it appears from it that their rel]f(ioti» 
seiitimcntsr are the same at this day, ihat they were 
then. The barial ground of the scAriety in this town 
is situated in Church-street, and was, with a house 
adjacent, the gift of Mr. William Butler, and Mrr 
Robert Willis, of Reading>* 

Thb Independent Meeting. — The Rev. A. 
Douglas, and the Rev. W. Legoe, B. A. — ^This 
eliupel, which is situated in Broad-street, was built 
by subscription, and has been enlarged,, since its 
erection, and a burial ground added, at a considerable 
ex pence, but which was defrayed, by the contributions 
raised voluntarily among the more wealthy part of 
the congregation. In size, and in its conveniencies 
for afifordiBg accommodation to a very numerous andt 
respectable audience, it is well adapted, to all its 
jHirposes. 

The Independents are a purely English class of 
dissenters, who are- so. nametr from their maintaining 
that each congreoation of christians, which assembles- 
for the purpose of public worship, in one house, is 
in itself a complete church, possessing, every sufficient 
power for all acts of religious government, and in no^ 
respect subject to, but entirely independent of all 
other churches. They arose in England, during the 
reign of Elizabeth,. al)out the year 1681, under the 
ajispices of Robert Brown, a puritan, who, ii> com- 
mon with a very large proportion of his fellow subjects, 
was offended with the many particulajna retained by 
that queen, in the church of England, too nearly re^ 
sembliug those of the church of Rome. The societies 
founded by Mr. Brown, he pronounced ii/ahpenHent, 
by divine right, and exempt froni episcopal jurisdio- 
tioD% He also maintained that every member had an 

* The following is a list of the various sects of baptists 
existing at the present period : Menonites ; Refined Anabaptists, 
ilemingg, or Flandrians; Gross Anabaptists or Waterlandiana; 
Grottingenists ; Ukewallists ; Galenists ; Apostoolians ; and 
Dantzickers or Prussians : — a Freemason, in Spain, is not so 
odious a character in the sight of the government, as a baptist 
in Prussia, where the body is considered mudi more as a po- 
litical than a religions one. 
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e^iial share in the sfovernment of the congregation to 
u'hich he helonged, and lie extended the right of 
preaching, not merely to the pastors, but to any in- 
dividual member who thought proper to rise aiud 
expound the scriptures to his brethren. TheBrownidis 
propagated their notiouii with infinite zeal, and libel- 
led the church with unwearied assiduity, till their own 
violence drove them into exile, which being a fate of 
which their founder was unambitious, and unwilling 
to endure, he very consistently renounced his prin* 
ciples of separation, took orders in that church he had 
pronounced spurious and papistical, and obtained^ 
m course of time, a benifice. After the secession of 
Robert Brown, the socie.ty was rcAovated, and the 
severity of its original plans mitigated by the piou9 
and learned John Robinson, who taught them not tQ 
pour forth uncharitable invectives against all churches 
which were governed by rules entirely different from 
their own; he also, introduced a more regular ministry 
into their communities, an^ instead of allowing pro-, 
miscuously all ranks and (orders of men to teach ii\. 
public, he gave the right of elepting ministers, to 
the congregations where they were fixed, a rule still > 
followed by the independents, who will not permit 
any member to speak in public, before his capacity 
and talents have been subjected to a suitable exami-. 
nation, and have received the approbation of the 
heads of the congregation. They reject the use of 
all creeds and confessions^ drawn up by fallible men» 
and require from their teachers no other test of 
orthodoxy than a declaration of their belief in the 
gospel of Jesus, and their- adherence to the scriptures 
as the sole standard of their faith and practice ; but 
it must not be rashly concluded that because they 
reject the use of all creeds of human composition, 
they consequently doubt or disbelieve the doctrines 
deemed orthodox in other churches, for the contrary 
18 the fact. To the rite of ordination, they attribute 
no virtue whatever; the qualifications which they 
require in a regular minister of the New Testament, 
vi[e have partly enumerated; they demand, in addition,.. 
IMrinciples of sincere and ujoafiected pi^ty, a cpm^ 
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patent stock of knowledge, and, ordinarily, an j^vi* 
tHtion to the^ pastoral office from some particular 
society. A man who unites these qualities withiu 
himself, they deem a suitable instructor for the less 
[fifted; and they believe that (he imposition of hands 
of bishops or presbyters would convey to him no 
power or prerog^ative, which he did not previously 
possess^-- every kind ofnninisterial ordination they are 
consequently opposed to,. and they maintain that he 
who has not the qualifications above mentioned, hjas 
not God's call, nor any authority to preach the gospel 
of Christ, or to dispense the ordinances of his r«ll« 
gUm. The members ,of this society are very numerous,, 
and they have produced from- amonsf them, divines 
64ninent for suund learning, unaffected piety, and 
exalted virtue. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Chapel is situate in 
Church-street, and is under the pastoral direction 
of the Rev. Thomas Rowe, and the Rev. Henry 
(troves. Tlie opinions of the Methodists are too well 
known to require particular notice here; they profess, 
and indeed observe, a regard for the established 
ehurch, and maintain the possibility of attaining 
sinle^ss perfection in the .present state. The difference 
between the Wesleyans and the Whitfieldites, consists 
in the theological system of Mr. Wesley and his fol- 
lowers being Arminian, while that of Mr. Whitfield 
aiul his disciples, is Calvinistic. 

In addition to the dissenting establishments we have 
already nanxed, the followers of Mn Cud worth, the 
hero of corpuscular philosophy, have a place of as- 
sembly in London-street; and the society of Friends 
have also a meeting house, with a burial ground 
annexed^ situated in Church-street, which they hold 
under a lease from the corporation, for ninety-nine 
years. Their tenets are too commonly known to re- 
quire an extended notice : they object to hired 
preachers, as they deem such to be acting in dis- 
obedience to Christ's command, "Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give;" and they allow females, as well 
as males, who are endued with a right qualification 
for the ministry, to exercise their gifts for the gen^r^ 
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edification of the church ; they also Bcknowledj^e tie 
divinity of Chriat, but deny the efficacy of the two 
sacraments uf baptism and the Lord's supper. The- 
Catholic chapel in V^astern-lane,, was erected by uomtr 
pious French emig'rants; the duties of its ministry id 
af present performed by the Rev. Mr. Bowland. 

it will be seen from the above brief notice of the 
various places appropriated to divine worship in this 
town, that there are not less than thirteen; viz: — the 
tliree parish churches, the auxiliary- church of thtf 
Holy Trinity, one or more for the respective sects of • 
dissenters, aud a chapel for the use of the Romaiir 
Catholics; the whole combined forminjif a means of 
peiigious iastruction that, takinisr into consideration 
the population of the place, cannot be surpassed by 
any town la the empire. 



THE SCHOOLS. 



The Free School. — ^Tliere formerly stood,, near 
the church of St. Lawrence, an alms-house, dedicated 
to St. John, and founded by one of the abbots o^ 
Readln&f, for the maintenance of such decayed widows^ 
of persons who had borne some office in the town, whd 
would consent to take the veil, and make a vow oC 
living unmarried during the remainder of their livei^ 
I'heir office consisted in praying for the good estate 
of their sovereign, and for the souls of the founder 
and of the benefactors to the ^undation ; in return 
for which, they received their provisions from the- 
abbey, daily; and money and clothing, every year. 
The revenues of this hospital were suppressed by ab- 
bot Thome, in 1445, and applied to the use of the 
almoner of the abbey;, this appropriation of the funds 
of a religious house was disapproved of by Henry 
VII, who^ ordered them to be again applied to some 
charitable establishment; at the suggestion of the 
abbot, the king consented to the founding of a gram- 
mar school, for the endowment of which he allotted 
the annual stipend of ten pounds, payable out of the 
crown rents of the town of Reading: an additional 
sum of two huDdred marks> was eontrilHited towards 
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t)ie advancement i>f the foundation by a WiUiiini Deaa, 
wbo had formerly home some office in the abbey; imi[ 
act of generosity which was rewarded by a laudatory, 
notice in that geutleuian'4 (epitaph. How this mone/ 
was i4> plied we have no means of i^cert^ining ; tha 
stipend of .ten, pounds continued to be paid to the. 
master by the abbot until the. iHsaplution, when il 
was charged npon the. manor of Cholsey, by Henry 
VIII. In the reigji of- Queen Elizabeth, the corpora- 
4ion undertook the reiiiui^eration of the head of the 
school, in return for certain lands surrendered to 
ibhem bv ihe. crown; and in addition to thc^r office nf: 
furnishing, thenceforward, the master's salary, Uiey 
were empowered, by charter, to n^on^ipate, <)lect, ap* 
point, or remove him at dbtcretion. ArchbiahopXj«ud, 
jn the reitfn, of Ch.arles I., beq,ueathed the farm at 
tBray, in .this county, to the corporation, ^o be applied 
to various charitable purpoaes, one pf ^Ue results of 
which legacy was the ini^reastng the. master's salary to^ 
thirty pounds a year, at the t^e, and 9 gradual ad- 
vancement of the same during a subsequent p^iodj^ 
as the land bequeathed increase in value. 

The visitors or the school, as appointed by Arqli<^ 
bishop Laud, are theLVice-Cbapcelloiof the univeri}it|r 
of Oxford, the PretOdent of St. John's* and the War- 
den of All Souls, for the time being. Their office is 
.to superintend the prop.i^ application pjf the Arch- 
bishop's bequests j^ their visit to the sc^oolis pf^iA 
every third year, and the expences of tUeir receptiQii 
and entertainment defrayed by another legacy of the 
great benefactor to tbe establishment, who left twenty- 
four pounds for that purpose. In 1649, when Mr. ^. 
Pocock, a person totally unqualified .for the heavy 
duties attached to the dignity of head master, «ffMi 
.removed from that office,' it was determined by the 
visitoi'Q and corpo^ration that, for the time to come, th/e 
following questions should be put to the p^rincipal at 
each periocf of the triennial visitation to the school:—: 
1st. What authors ^re. your scholars able to ^ive an 

account of in their several forms? 
2nd. How nauy scholars have you in ^he school 4pt 

for tl^e university ? 

N 
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3rd. ^Vhat method do you use in teacliinsf ? 

Aiht What exercises do your scholars daily or weetFy 
perforin ? 

6tb. Do you train up your scholars in the knowledge 
of relifrion : and what course do you take for that 
purpose? 

6th. Do you pray with yoUr scholars, mornini^ and 
evening ? 

-7th. By what testimony doth it appear that you liave^ 
been apppo?edta be able, and that you are diligent 
in diseharge-oryour duty ? 

8th. What times of remii»siun are-usually granted'your 
scholars, hy way ^f'recreatioB ^ 

9chi Do you diligently attend upon the^ public or- 
dinances of God ^ do you cause your scholars to 
frequent the- place of worship, and" see that they 
behave themselves reverently tWey. diiriog th«'time- 
of all exercise of religion h 

The two scholarships ii>St. John tlte Baptfst's Cofw 
•Tcge, Oxford, belongini? to this sf*hool, were founded 
by Sir Thomas White, in 1557 r the <(ualilications and 
circumstances of el]gi4>fe candidates,, are best ex- 
plained in the following particulars, preserved among 
the statutes of the College^ and atwifji up by Sir 
Thomas himself* :^- 

" Seeing that there is notlihig in the wholie st^eiety 
of man moredivkie; nothing more aualagous to our 
nature, than to be liberal and bountiful towards thuse 
to whom we conneMre ourselves to be most beholden. 
Neither are we tied by stricter bonds of friendship ta 
any, more than to theeitksens of L<Midon,.among whom 
we have been,: not only long conversant, and brought 
up also from our infancy, but also have- attained and 
gotten the greatest part of such goods and com- 
modities, as now, by divine permission,, we enjoy. 
Wherefore, being moved' wkh that lo¥.e and piety, 

• "TTie statutes of St. John^s were compiled from those of 
Mew CoUege, but are supposed to have been drawn up, at the 
fDWBder't desire) by Sir WiUSun Cordell, solicitor-general to 
the Queen, and master of the RoUs/'^Coa/^. 
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. which we bear towards our fellow-citizeDS, we do ap* 
poiut, ordain, and will, that forty-three of the poorer 
scholars, who, either within London or the suburbs 
thereoif, shall bestow their tline diligently in i;raai-« 
mar,^ may be admitted into tlua ouff College, founded 
and endowed at our costs and charges, and they shaJt 
enj4xy all , such advantages^ as the ^present scholar;* 
possess. 

'*^Also, each of the following schools, viz. Coventry, 
Bristol, and Reading, shall send two scholars, w1h> 
shall partake of the same advantages and privileges 
as the others enjoy. One also shall be chosen out of 
Tunbridire school, in the county of Kent. 

*^' And now, to the end that there may be some cer^ 
(ainty appointed, concerning the nominating and 
electing of these seveo scholars, whom we will have 
eq-ual to the others,, iu all the. advantages and pri- 
vileges of the College, 

" As often as any place of these seven shall become 
void, we will, that within forty days after such va^ 
cani'y, that the president and fellows slMiU certify and 
advise^ by letters signed with their own hands, the 
mayor aiid aldermen of those places, out of which 
sudb selw>lars are to be named and chosen, that is ^o 
say. Coven try» Bristol^ Reading, and Tuiibridge, oat 
of which two scholars each are to be elected, except 
out of Tunbrtdge, from which, out of respect to the 
great love we bore to Sir Andrew Judd, J^nt., founder 
of the grammar school there, we do ordain and will, 
that one scholar shall be nominated and elected, ad 
often as the place assigned for this school shall be 
void. And they shAll take care to send such out of 
their schools to the College, as either they themselves 
shall know, or in the judgment of others, shall believe 
to be fit to learn logic. And we do decree, ordain, 
and will, that this nomination, assignation,- evocation, 

. and election of forty-tliree scholars, and six choristers, 
by the worshipful men, the master, wardens, and a^« 
sistants, and the president, and fice-*president, and 
two of the chief senior fellows ; and also, the nomi- 

. nation, evocation, and elect! >n of (hoie seven scholars, 
by the mayors md aldermen of tLo«e. places, of whicb 

■ N 2 
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we made menlioii before, be made and kept for erarr 
Neither flliall ft be lawful at any time, for the prest- 
dent and fellowa wbtclinow are^ or for their «ttGces8ora, 
to invert, change, break, or weaken the form of elect- 
In^ tfcholars, which we -have prescribed, nor to ex- 
pound , nor interpret otiierwise than the true, natural, 
and grammaticvri seiMe of the words do bear, under 
. jiain of expulsion out of the College ; neither shall 
they at any time eonsent, either In word or deed, to 
them that do^ tflherwise.'' 

A didpute nrose; at a subsequent period, upon two 
points connected with the statute we have iust eited» 
which invoked the i^eneral- interests of all tbe-iuha- 
httants; these were; firsts the ri^ht of the bttr«resses> 
to vote; and,, jieeondl^, whether a h€»y who had beeik 
educated as » boarder lu tlie school; and who was not 
m^Birtive efthe-towfi, was eli^ble tot the scholarship. 
The case laid before counsel,, in. order to obtain a* 
Ib^l opinion upon the stfbjcct,. after noticing' the 
foundation of the grammar school, ia llie reiifn of 
iieory VII., and various charters ^p^ntedlo the towo* 
by succeeding^ novereaifns, concludesthwi-;— *'You are 
particularly requested to peruse ^ir Thomas White's 
statutes, and a^^iee- whether or not the rijB^ of dee- 
lion is Tu the- mayor soleljr;. in the mayor and alder- 
Bfen ; or ia> the corporattom at largre r> and" Reading', 
school beinf^ in a very ffburishing way^. and chiefly 
consisting of boarders,, gentlemeu'it sons i»the coun- 
try, and but a few boys of the toMm,.'you are desired 
to advise whether or not the corporiitiMit can, con- 
sistent witb Vlieix trust,, elect a scholar out of the 
school at iarg'e, whichi souse- are desirous of doin^, 
tliinkingit for the benefit of the town and school so 
to do ; the town, on the other hand^ imtitf ting that it 
tttnnot be done where there i»a town's boy in the 
aehool qualified, though in 'a lower class; as the cor- 
poration wish to do what is stnetly just, your opinion 
is desired fully/' 

The reply of Mr. Dampler, the counsel consulted 
eti this occasion, was, as it appears to us, very pro- 
perly in favour 6f the scholars o«^t|ie foundation^ 
ftmuAed they were suitably qualified $»'^tl^r re^ecta 



d by Google 



VlSTOBY OF RfADlNC 181 

Mcwdiitg to Sir Th«maa White's direciioB9, to Ilia 
exclusion of the boerdera; the learned ^otlemaA 
beini^ of opinion that the free sGhohirs onlv were 
^eligible, becauae they were the objects of the boii»ty 
xd the foundation <»f the school, and that the same 
class must be understood as fof min^ the object ol the ' 
l>outtty of him who founded the scholarshifA. As to 
the question concerning who waa possessed of the 
Tight of voting, Mr. Dampier thought, from the con^. 
^used meaning of Sir Thomas Whitens wor^s, that.H 
was a very difficult one tp answer. The body of free* 
^nen, at large, it was clear, possessed no right wliaW 
'ever; and he was of opinioin that the mayor alose 
"might, at first, haveehiiined the privikge of noni* 
mation, notivitbstanding the words of the statute are 
in the pinral number, as Sir Thomas White is speak- 
ing of three, if not four corporations; on thequestiou 
between the aldermen aad burgesses, after acknow- 
ledging the difficulty of coming to a decision, he 
'declared against the latter, <aiHl we think very ui^ustly, 
"for they possessed the rijght of voting before the 
1i)oro«}(k enjoyed the advantage of «ldermen. ]Vlr. 
Alan's remarks are so pertinent and sensible on tbia 
decision, that |re shall add nothing of oar own lo 
them; he sa^^s, "At the time this statute w«9 made, 
this corporation consisted only of the mayor BMd bnr- 
"gcsses; if, therefore, the boi^esseshadarigfhtiio vole 
at the election of a scholar on ita first iastitutioii, 
'they being then the iemiore& of the horeugb, thBit 
subsequent division into primary and secondarjF bur*^ 
gesses, and after that into aldermen aiid ^ssistiuit 
' burgesses, could not deprive the latter 6f <the right 4i 
'▼•ting, which tltey before possessed; so that notwUh^ 
standing snch great stress m laid on the word 8emwe9,. 
' It is evident that the founder meant by that general 
' term, to include all the members of the corporation, ii 
whom the burgesses are an 'essential part, as without 
'their consent, no act of the corporation can be v^id." 
In consequence of the eipkiien of Mr. Dampier, 
however, the burgesses were vot allowed to vote, Iho 
ottestion of their right of so'doing being negatived by 
•ike nldnraien thamaelvtH « f roeeeding lancHwuill 
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ifeitlier by justice nor custom; two cases liavfe been 
cit^ from tbe corporation journals to prove that tbis 
decision was opposed botb to tbe spirit oJF tbe statute 
and to previous babitnal practice, and it will be very 
Apparent* from a perusal of tbeni^ tbat botb cases 
dearly meet tbeir object. / 

"Letters from St. Jobn's College beinsf read, 
January 1 1, 1631, for tbe electini^ a scbolar from tbe 
free school: tbis was tbe manner of proficeedin/iif id 
tbe election, viz \-^Mr. Doctor BWdy being' scbooK 
master, was Called in and acquaintecl with tbe letters 
from the Cotlesfe, and required to name three of the 
most fit scholars, whereof one of them may be chosen^ 
and sent with a certificate to tbe OoUeife; and be 
named three, and affirmed that every one of them was 
fit. There were present at this meetinj^> nine capital, 
and sixteen secondary buri^esses; and the mayor and 
buri^esses elected Mr. Creed, the son of Jdhn Creeds 
a^^ed sixteen years.^ 

• Of these votes the sticcessful candidate obtained 
twenty, only ^vt be^n^ given to tbe other two, and 
as the corporate body did not exceed, in number^ 
twenty-five persons, it is evident, that, on this oc- 
casion, the burgesses must have vc^ed also. The 
second case occurred on the 3rd of May, 1700; when 
tbe mayor '^comcbuaicated to the aldermen and bur- 
gesses, a letter which he bad received from the pre» 
aident and fdlows of St. John tbe Baptist-s College^ 
signifying that' the two fellowships, belonging to this 
boroujfch, will be both void at Midsummer, at which 
time they desire them to send two young men, chosen 
by themselves, into those places, qualified both fol: 
learning and manners." At tbis election, there were 
present eleven aldermen and five burgesses, and tbe 
Bumber of sufiVages for the two scholarships amount>- 
ing to thirty-two, it is again manifest, tbat the bur- 
gesses exercised at tbis period what bad hitherto been 
their undisputed privilege, and though in some later 
instances this does not appear to have been the case, 
these ought to be considered rather as riolations of 
their original right of voting, than a confirmation of 
a4aie decision of the aldermen in their own favour. 
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; Tn the list of scholars of St. John's elected from 
lleading school, as ti^iveii by Coates, two are noticed 
«8 havinsT been rejected by the president and fellows 
t>f the college; one in 1661, named Richard Kin^, 
the cause of whose rejection was satisfactory enough, 
he had not conformed to the ancient statutes o'f the 
college, which retitiired every schokr to be abovte 
fourteen, and not to exceed niniereeu years of age, 
and he was accordingly sent back *'as que of tender 
years;" but the rejection of Thomas Poise, who was 
•elected in 1677» ^as one of the most flagrant acts of 
injustice that was ever committed; Poke was sent to 
St. John's in ^oajunctiou with Francis Bernard, who 
was recommended byBi<ihop Mews; the latter was ac- 
't:epted, but his unfortunate companion was rejected 
i)y the college though In every way qualified by his 
attainments toettjoythe bounty of Sir Thomas White, 
-who had bequeathed it for .^reeisely such objects as 
I'oke, because he had been emploifed in trade, having 
•occasionally assisted his father «Tn -liis business, fts a 
"tailor, which he exercised in this town, a cau^e ot 
rejection which was at once an honour to the humble 
•and unlucky scholar, and a disgrace to the college 
who alleged such a reason, as well as to the cor- 
poration who submitted to so tyrannous an act ot 
'cr lie 1 injustice. 

The iist of scholars, "however, talcen generally, ui 
the prouder trophy the school can point to, in evi- 
dence of the superior merits of an establishment ia 
which the pupils elected to Oxford have almost in- 
-variably reflected great credit ; the majority rose V» 
'high and honourable dignities in the church, oV 
achieved celebrity in other learned progressions ; two 
'in the list were confessedly not natives of the town, 
and, as such, were not eligible to the scholarships. 
Tertullian Pine, who was elected in 1573, was born 
in Devonshire. He took the degree of Bachelor in Arts 
in 1 677 ; &nd was subsequently created Doctor of Laws 
in the university of Basle, during his travels in Swit- 
zerland ; and, on his return to England, was installed 
Archdeacon of Sudbury, in the diocede of Norwich, 
July 20, 1591, in the place of Dr. John Still, of Cam«- 
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\iMgt, Th^ te^ond eMMt of a atrsniiidr 1»efii|r el^rfed 
hi preference to a aative of the towa, oeeurred in tke 
l>er8on uf Mr. Pope, in die year |769s tbk case ia 
often, cited by those who are of opinion thai stranger's 
^re 'eK|(ible, as *dhe whi^h sikpworts their arrninent. 
The circumstances atteadinx it were these:— ^Mr. 
Datenfftort, jiin. a native of the town« wan a cand)'*-' 
date for the vacant scholanhip, his qnaliications folr 
Irhich were undisputed; this gentleman's elder hroifaer 
had been previously elected to one of the seholartihips, 
Sn I76d, and it is su^i^ested that the^ienibe^'of the 
corporation opposed the etection of the youn^ei' 
brother from a disinclination to see both scholarships 
enjoyed by one family; • 'cause of opposition which^ 
%f true, was ffivoloni nnd Unjust. Bt the advice of 
liis elder brother, Mr. Davetfport did not attend at 
thfc hall on the day of election, biit remained satisfied 
that he had fulfilled every n^ssaVy ^proceedtnjt by 
mefely declaring himself a candidate ^ The assembled 
corporate body took advantai^e of, this absence t^ 
iBlect theii" own proteg^, by sending tbe town-sergeant 
to niake prdclamation on Hit lop of the hall stairs, 
%>r the candidates to kppear, when none but Mr. Pope 
answering to the summons, they itffeet^ to efett )n^ 
t^thtt AS a matter of necessity thin iiiclination. The 
Messrs. Davenport iniitituted'subs'^uent measures to 
get the election ^et asid^ but thejr Were not attended 
ivith success, and there the dispntfe rested; Mr. Pope, 
liotrever, was always considered as an intruderrby 
the tollegians from Heading school^ and it is very 
evident that his case is not at all favourable to the 
opinions of those ^hb oppose the subjecfts of eltetloh 
1i>eing bonfined'^tu duly Qualified natives Of the towm 
Mr. Coates thinks that the origihal sthool-rodta wan 
probably the great hl^ll of St. Jbhfa's Hospital: it con- 
tained a portrait of Hfenry VIL, painted on pannef, 
and now, we believe, in the possession of the head 
master. The following monkish rhymes nre Icgibfe 
^^eneatli thfe portrait:— 

VirgiBibiis sedes 

Fuit httc MoniSlibtt^ JB6ii0kf 

4ltMi]^ti«H H^licaS 

Musii donavit Amiciis. 
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Ih 1631 » 'the 8efaooK1ioiia« was repnirecl, at the tn* 
pcn^'ft 6f tlie c6rporatioB ; aad in 1672, a ne\r ioev 
was pvt down between the school and the town-hall. 
Theiiorth end of the school was fitted up as a Ubrlftnr, 
in 1740, to Which a small collection of French work« 
was contributed by Mr. Giles fiellay ; in six rears the 
jiunber of volnmed had increased only to 385 Volumes, 
but the collection has been considerai)ly augmented 
at varioiis ^ubse<|uent {Periods. The old 'school-room 
being found inconvenient from its situation beneath 
the town-hall, was abandoned, in 1790, in which yeais 
Dr. Valpy built at his own expiekiee, a large and com- 
modious room for the f^hrpose of a school, fifty-two 
feet in length, near the liiast^Ps house. It is sub- 
posed that there was fbrmerly no residence specially 
allotted for the accommodation of successive masters,* 
who appear to have resided in private dwellings, and 
sot to h^ve received boiitders, till the period when %h<t 
mastership of the school w^ possessed by Mr. Hiley, 
Who enjoyed that dignity from 1716 to 1750; this 
gentleman, after living for some time in a small house 
on the north side of thie Forbnry, built an extensive 
mansion, for the reception of boarders, near the 
Vasterh-lane, which, "after his decease, was rented by 
Mr. S|>icer, the succeeding master, of Dr. Addington^ 
the lal^,t>rincipal's 8on-in4aw. In 1771* Mr. Spicer 
promoted a subscription, the object of which was to 
secure the house for ever, as the master's residence; 
and, at the annual meeting, in Reading, which took 
place the same year, of 'gentlemen educated at tliie 
school, it was unanimously agreed ''to forward a sub- 
scription, in order to raise a fund towards purchasing 
of building a house, for the master of the free-sdioof, 
for the time b^ing, and to 1t)vest the principal in the 
trustees, appointi^d by Archbishop Laud to be visitors 
of the school, and the mayor of Reading, for the 

* In 1641, Henry Till., granted to Leonard Cox, by patent 
" flw ottee of master of the grammar school of the town of 
Reading, with a oertain tenement called *a soole-honse,' and 
a passage belangkig to it, for his lile, with a«tipend of ten 

Cids, issuing out of the manor of Chokey, belonging to this 
dissolTid MBftaatrrynf Beading " 
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time bein^, who were empowered to receive the In* 
teresi; of the said principal, so to be raised, till a house 
be purchased or built therewith/* Mr. Spicer wa* 
himself a liberal contributor to an undertaking from 
which his successors were to derive more advantage 
rhan he tvho sn^^ested it. The corporation of Readings 
St. Jolfti's college, the 'county aqtd town membersy 
ihe resident gentry, and many of the old alumni of 
Che school, also forwarded their contributions ; but 
though there was a long list of subscribers, the sum 
subscribed was not adequafe to the intended purchase^ 
the money, therefore, was funded, and the interest of 
it, after Mr. Spicer's resignation, was added to the 
salary of the two succeeding masters. By the renewelL 
exertions of some sincere f rieads to the establishment^ 
a sufficient increase was made to threx;apital, in 17B4> 
to enable the trustees to Carry ikit origiiial object of 
the subscription into effect. Dr. AdJington's house 
was then purchased as a schoel-bouse, for the sum of 
j£^00, and was made oveir in trust to the mayor, and 
corporation, who agreed t^o renew the lives by the pay» 
ment of the fines; the annual ground rent and land-tax 
being charged to the master. The house was afterwards 
much improved by Dr. Valpy, who added to it a spa- 
cious hall and library, with somesmaUer rooms. 

MASTERS OF T&E SCHOOL. 

John Long, 1503* 

The fiction of Cardinal Wolsey having heeli e^cpelled Mag^- 
dalen College, Oxford, for some depredations upon the College 
thest, and his having opened a grammar school, at Reading, has 
been long since exploded ! though nuitay •have placed him at the 
head of the list oi masters of the free school, from a belief in 
the above «tory, stated on the authority oY Archbishop Parks, 
there is no doubt of Long having been the first appointed to 
that office. 

Leonakd Cox, 1539. 

A native of Monmouth, and a man of considerable attain- 
ments ; he took his bachelor's degree in arts* at Cambridge, 
'and Was incorporated into the same degree, at Oxford, in 1529; 
4ie was the author of " the art or cralte of Rhetorike," which 
was published in 1532, and inscribed to " his singular good lorde. 
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the Wcle Hngh FtaTngton, abbott of Redynge/' JPor whom he 
de^res " long and prosperous life, with increase of honour ;*' 
a wish that fell most lamentably short of follilmenty for his 
patron was hanged, a very few years after. The dedication of 
this scarce book, however, is strongly marked by the senti- 
ments of a pious and amiable anm, Whose humanity is also 
celebrated for having saved fttnn the stocks a poor persecuted 
Lutheran, out of regard to his literary knowledge ; but th6 
good wishes of the worthy master were as unfortunate in his 
character of patron, as in that of ** client and perpetuall ser- 
vaunt/* for John Fryth, the object of his humane interference, 
was only saved from the stocks to die at the stake. ' He tra- 
velled over the 'Continent, and sup{x>rted himself, as it was 
common for great silholars to do, at that period, by teaching 
the learned langtiages; 'Bale speaks of him as being instructed 
in all the liberal arts ; *a grammarian, a rhetoridan, and^aipoet ; 
a sound divine, and u diligent preacher of God*s word^ 'he was 
the friend of Erasmxu and Meiancthon, and survived until the 
reign of Edward YI. His Works, in addition to the one already 
mentioned, are, — *< Commentaries on William Lilly's con- 
struction of the eight parts of speech." ** Marcus Eremita de 
lege et spiritn," translated from the Xheek into Latin ; and 
*' The Paraphrase of St. haul's ^Eplitle to Titus," translated 
into EngliraL lirom the latin of Erasmus. 

Leonard Bu^on, 1646, 

noticed by Wood^ ** the learned schoolmaster of Reading.*' 
.In succession to him, CkMttes says, "one Hampton was school- 
master for a short interval;, to whom succeeded Thomas 
Thackham, for the first time, -John Moore, vicar of St. Giles's, 
in 1557, had the patent in the beginning of Queen Mary's 
reign, from whom it came to Julines Palmer.*' 

JuLiMES Palmer, 1556, 

or Julius Palmer, as he is called by Mr. Man, who places him 
as immediate successor to Bilson, in 1654, was the son of a 
respectable tradesman at Coventry, and received his education 
at Magdalen College, Oxford, where he was much esteemed 
both for his learning and the simplicity and gentieness of his 
manners ; being, however, a zealous Roman Catholic, and 
refusing to conform to the new doctrines in the reign of Edward 
V)., and lying also under the suspicion of being the author of 
several libels and satirical verses, reflecting on the president, 
l>r. Haddon, a g^reat friend to the reformation, he was expelled 
from the College. He was then engaged as a tutor in the 
fitmily of Sir Edward KnoUys, and when wieen Mary's visitors 
were sent to Oxford, in 1553, under the title of reformers, he 
made a successful application to be restored to the CoUege 
honours, of which ht had been deprived ; and, it is supposed. 



^ by Google 



from the noliee taken liy Fox of Ids freqaent joaroicfl to''bt^ 
ford, thttt he held hU feUowskfai while he was master of Bflu 
log school. Darinir the period that he was a warm adTocatc 
and fott^iwer of the Bomaa Catholic faith, he had heen often 
heard to declare of the Latheraiw that ** nooe of them wouK 
■taad to death for their religion;** bat since thentterinc of thia 
assertion, he|had hhnaelf witnessed the enecntion ctf Ridlef 
and Latimer, whose>|»iety and firmness effected a great change 
in his mind; which was completed by a carefnl study of ue 
works of Peter Martyr, and en anxiims perusal of the holy 
scriptnres. From the Tioltet exclamations he made against 
the tyrannous cmelty of tiiose wiiopersecated the professors df 
the reformed religion, he fell nnder suspision himself of being 
a fisTonrer, if not a convert, of the new and pendcions heresy"; 
his mode of faith, hdirever, did not leave him open to accusation^ 
for he only oofldeniiiled the perseeation, wiCbiottt -openly ac- 
knovdedging the justice of their eanse who fell vk^tims to ife^; 
hnt his private sentimtets were at length discovered through 
the treachery of some false friends, who not only, by a feigoed 
sympathy for the martyrs' of Christianity, drew from him hfa 
most sectret thoughts, but took the opportunity of his absence, 
to rifle his study and seine his pa|fers; among these were found 
» fow manuscripts comoosed in opposition to the proceedings 
of the council, which tiiey threatened to produce i^gainst himy 
unless he consented to retire from Reading, and resign the 
. mastership of the schdol to a\petf on of their appOintmeftt. who 
'is said, by Stripe, to hate be«n Thomas Thackham. He acw 
'cepted the alternative, and quitted the town, leaving soiMi 
♦ yro p e i' ty in the possession of his eMmies, and a quartei^ft 
stipend which was due tb him, and proceeded to his mothei^ 
leskience. at Eveshtos% Worcestershire, where he hoped to 
receive a legacy that had been beoueathed to him by his 
father ; his mother, however, receiving him with bitter re^ 
proaches for the change <ln his religions sentiments, he qMckly 
withdrew, and returned privately to Magdalen College, wher^ 
through uie interett of his frieiids, Mr. Allan Cope, and pre** 
sident Cole, he recced an appointment to the mastership of a 
school in Glouce8f#^hire. He had not proceeded for on his 
way to the spot "Whiter his new ddties called him, when he took 
the hasty, and, to him, fatal resoSution of tetuminff to Readw 
ing, in order, if possible, to'obttdn the arrear of suary due to 
him, and to recover also the .^roptrty he had left there, pre- 
vious to his reiignation of the school. His arrival here, at an 
inn, called the CardinaTa Hat, was no sooner discovered, 
fhrouffh the agency of some of hU former friends, than he was 
seixed, without himself having the least suspicion of his danger, 
and thrown Into a dungeon, where he was exposed to the most 
merciless treatment ; at the end of ten days, he was taken 
before the Mayor, and made acquainted wiui the charges in« 
^^tended to be btought against him : among othtr alleged «ilnear 
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lie WM Bccused of nyisff that tlie queen's sword was aot ea- 
trosted to her that she might practise tyranny, and slay the true 
servants of Qod ; of bcfaig u sower of sedition, and a procurer 
of unlawful assemUies, because he had not quelled a riot 
among some persons who attended to hear his lectures ; he was 
moreover, charged with conspiring against the life of the hua-^ 
liand of his landlady, who issaid ta have requested him to return 
to Readhig. ** and sent her commendations by the token, that 
the knife lay hid under the beam,^* whence it was inferred that 
assassination was contemplated. Three suborned witnesses 
having sworn to the truth of these charges, Mr.. Palmer was 
lent to 4he cage, which then stood over the entrance to tlie> 
dMirdi-yard of St. Lawrence's parish, that he might become a 
spe«tac)fe of contempt to the people,, who were told that be was 
thus mndsfaed for the most enormous crimes and misdemeanours, 
which had been fully proved against him. To one of the people^ 
m. certain John ISidant who rebuked him for haying deceived 
men's expectations, and told him that he was sufFerinj; for his 
erimes, and not for righteousness' sake, he replied : '* oh^ 
brother Galantl these foe tbe old practices of tliat fanatical 
iMood ; but be well assured,, and God be praised for it,. I have 
so purged. myself, and detected their falsehoods,, thkt from 
hencefOTth T shall be no more molested therewith;" The latter 
assertion was made on the just but ill founded hope that the 
vroofe he had produced of his entire inoocence of the charges 
Brought against him, and the inclination of the mayor to dis- 
simrKe him from eustodj^ would have been foUoitrad by the 
legaming of his freedom ; but his enemies, in the mean time,, 
were net idle ; for finding tiiat their attempts against him had 
■ot been attended with the results they hoped for, they deter-> 
mined at once to accuse him of heresy ; on this new charge 
Ik was committed by Mr. Bird, the Bishop of Salisbury's 
•fficial, and the mayor, to Newbury; and on Thursday, July 
16, he appeared at the visitation held in the church there, by 
Ihr. Jelfpry, Sir Richard Abridges, sheriff of the county. Sir 
'Wniiam Ramsford, John Winchcomb, Esq. and Clement Bur- 
det, the minister of Englefield. 

Dr. Jeifery, ufter some altercation witii Palmer, concerning 
tiie authorship of a pampUet then recently published, thus ad- 
dressed him : ** Mr. Palmer, we have received certain writings 
and articles against you, from the right worshipful the mayor 
of Reading, and other justices, whereby we understand, that 
being brought before them, yon were convicted of certain 
heresies. 

" 1st. That you deny the supremacy of the Pope's holiness. 

** 2nd. That you affirm these are but two sacraments. ■ 

*' 3rd. You say that the priest showeth up an idol at mass, 
and therefore you went to no mass since your first coming to, 



**4th. Yuj hold that there i3 no purgatory. 
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** 6th. Yon are charged with sowing sedition, and seekiag to 
divide the unity of the Queen's subjects.*' 

Several books and pamphlets were brought forward, in sup- 
fort of these charges, uie authorship of which Mr. Palmer 
readily acknowled|^ ; denying, at the same time, that they 
contained any thing cxmtrary to the word of God. Dr. JeiFery 
denouBced the answer as malevolent,, adding "that he was very 
wicked in slandering the dead ; and railing at a catholic and 
learned man living." 

<< If it be a slander," said the accused, <*he slandered himself, 
for I do but report his own writings, and expose absurdities 
therein contained; and I esteem it not raiUng, to inveigh 
against Annas and Caiaphas, being dead." 

The doctor, incensed at the reply, assured him that he 
would take such measures as should compel him to recant his 
damnable errors and heresies ; but Palmer told him, that al- 
though of himself, he could do nothing; yet, if he and all his 
enemies, both bodily and ghostly, should exert their eiForts, 
they would not be able to effect what they desir^, neither could 
they prevail against tiie mighty powers of divine grrace, by 
which he understood the trutii, and was detemuned to speak it 
boldly. 

Clement Burdet, the minister of Enfflefteld then addressed 
Fslmer, and pointing to the pix over ue altar, said, ** What 
seest thoB there ?" ** I see," answered the victim, *'a canopy 
of silk, embroidered with gold." «« And what is within ?" ex- 
claimed the enraged questioner. *< A piece of bread in a doth,' ' 
replied the pre-deomed captive. 

On being upbraided as a vile heretic, and asked if he did not 
believe that the true body of Christ was substantially received 
in the sacrament ; he answered, * * I f the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper be administered as Christ did ordain it, the faithful re- 
ceivers do indeed spiritually and truly eat and drink in it Christ's 
body and blood;" and being pressed whether he understood 
this participation in the sense maintained by the Roman Catholic 
church, "really, carnally, and substantially," he declared, 
** he could not believe so absurd and monstrous a doctrine." 

When the court adjourned after this dedaiation, which was 
of itself sufficient to seal the fate of him who asserted it, he 
was privately urged by one of the justices, whose name is not 
mentioned, to preserve his life by. disavowing his opinions ; 
promising that if he would thus conform to the church, he 
would appoint him his chaplain, with a handsome salary, or 
procure for him an advantageous farm, if he were disinclined 
to resume the clerical office. 

Palmer, though sensible of Use kindness intended, decHned 
the offer, expressing himself, at the same time, ready to yield 
up his life for Christ and his go«pel, if God should be pleased 
to require the sacrifice ; upon which the justice charitably re- 
joined ; *' Well, Palmer, \ perceive that one of us two must be 
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dEimaecf, for we are of two faiths, and there is but one faith 
that leads to life and salvation." Palmer answered tiiat he 
hoped they might be both saved, for that as it had pleased a 
merciful God, to call him at the third hour of the day, that is^ 
in the prime of life, at the age of twenty-four, so he tmsted, 
that in his infinite goodaess, he would graciously call him at 
the eleventh hour of his old age, and give him an eternal iB* 
heritance among the saints in light. 

Being remanded back ta prison after this conversation, PaK 
mer,. on the following morning was required by the commis- 
sioners to subscribe to certain articles, whidii they had gathered 
from- his answers, with the addition of the terms, horrid;, 
heretical, damnable, and execrable doctrines; he refused to 
subscribe to them, however,, till those epithets were expunged^ 
affirming that the doctrines which he held and professed, were 
not such, but agreeable to, and founded on the word of God r 
after some altercation, a pen was given to him, and, havibg 
made the alterations he desired, he subscribed to the articles, 
and was immediately asked if he would recant ;- on his peremp- 
torily refusing. Dr. Jeffery proceeded to read the sentence of 
condemnation, which gave him up to the secular power^ and he 
suffered, the same afternoon, in the 24th year of his age, in 
the sand-pits at Newbury; two other persons, who had been 
delivered over to the power of the sheriff, being burned with 
him; he suffered with great constancy,, while he comforted his 
two companions at the stake, with several passages from holy 
scriptures^ 

THOMAS THACKHAM,^ 1556. 

As Mr. Coates's notice of this person throws some additional 
light on the interesting history of his predecessor, and also 
elucidates some passages of his life we have not touched upon, 
we copy it from that gentleman's work ; it appears to be com- 
piled (him Fox, and from a defence written by Thackham him- 
self. Thomas Thackham, who had been master ouce before, 
succeeded Palmer in the school, butbv means very disgraceful 
to himself. When the first edition of Fox's Book of Martyrs 
was published, in 1562, Thackham wa» the minister of a church 
in Northamptonshire, and was strongly pressed by Sir Robert 
Lane, and Mr. Yelverton, recorder of that town^ toi answer 
Fox's accusation. In conifequence, he wrote a kMig vindi- 
catiion of himself which he sent to Fox, placing iki distinct 
paragraphs, **the Slaunderev,.'* a» he eonstanUy stiftM the 
author, and his own answer to every charge. 

Thackham begins by expressing 1^ surprise when he was in- 
Ibrmed that he was in the Book of Martyrs ; and, alter long 
debating with himself, concluded that it was on account of his 
havhig concealed the Lady Vane in his own house, twettty-one 
weeks ; for which he was first imprisoned at Englefield, by the 
command of Sir Francis Englefield; and afterwards at Reading, 
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in Mr. Aldewoffth's lioiise, at that time mayor, when neitiket' 
his wife nor any other person was permitted to speak with him. 
if not on this occasion, Thockham snpposed it laight be on ac«> 
eoont of his interceding with Mr. fdmnnds, uie mayor of 
Beading, for one John ^Iton,. who, in a fit of real or pre- 
tended madness, had railed upon Gbaeen Mary. Thackham 
proceeds to answer **the Slaonderer,'* paramph by paragraph; 
affirming that Palmer did not retnm to Keading to receive 
» quaxter's stipend, being paid every lialf year by the auditor ; 
that he resigned the patent for a snm of money paid liim bf 
Thackham, who, by agreement, sought a. sitoation for liim in 
some gentleman's family, and placed him with Mr. Ralph Lee, 
<ef Horsingtott. From Uiis family he came to Reading, to see 
his hostess with whom he had boarded, and to deliver a let* 
fter to Mr. Edmunds ^concemin)r his stoiT:" bedding, says 
Thackham, he had nope, his apparel no more than h& daily 
•wore, never above five or six books, which betook to Horsing- 
jkon^ it waji said by "the Slannderer," that Palmer was 
; down into a vyle stynking and Uynde dungeon, pre- 



fased for theves and murderers," and there kept hanging by 
the legs «nd feet in a pair of stocks, so high that no part of his 
body touched the ground, and that lie remained in tiiis prison 
^n days. Thackham afiims that palmer was taken, as he at- 
tempted to escape over the garden wall, by the serjeant, who 
carried him before Mr. Edmunds, and, from his house, to the 
commissioners, who were then sittfaig at the Golden Bear. 
After examination he was committed to dose custody, in the 
gaol or grate, <*no deep dungeon to speak of;" where he was 
well treated by Welch, tkfi keepev,^ and suffered none of the 
temelties mentioned above. Thackham's antagonist next charges 
.him with suborning three false witnesses against Pahner, Cox, 
Gately, and Downer, who accused hhn of treason, sedition, 
■armised murder, and adultery. Of these three persons, <»ly 
Downer was living when Thackham wrote his defence; to 
whom, and to the whole town of Reading, he appeals for the 
'truth of what he asserts, that he brought no charge at ail 
against Palmer; and that he never came out of Welch's prison, 
until he was summoned before the commissioners at Newbury. 
To this defence Thackham subjoins a particular account of the 
•treaty between him and Palmer, fbr the patent, which he affirms 
to have arisen from Balmer's wishioff to give up the school, on 
account of a (tuarrel between him and one John Rydgies, *' the 
•queue's servant^ and one of the stable." In Thackham*s word^, 
'' Palmer had the schole, when he came to Readyngje. of one 
Syr John More vycar of Saynte Giles, in queue Marie's tyme, 
which he taught diligently, behaved himself honestly, came to 
the church many fiondaies and I'oli-daycs, with his schollars, 
and sate in St. Johne's chappel, lyved so quyetly among them, 
that he had not one enemy in the towne." Alter the quarrel 
with Rydgies, '< Pk^m^ cm^e to me, and said, tl#t he 
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^ve up the schole, yf he might have reasonably for the patent, 
which hung but upon the liffe of one olde man, called Cox. I told 
Palmer, that since Queue Marie came to the crowne, I was put 
from my vicaridge there, and was constrayned to labour for my 
lyvynge. For as it is known I went every weke foure*8core 
myles, save four, on foot, to bye yeame, and sell it agayne at 
Reading, of which tediouse journeys, and paynefol travayle I 
waxed werye. Wherefore I sayd, yf in tyme to come, he were 
disposed to leave the schole, so that I oould getn the good will 
of the town to have it agayne, I would geve him with reason 
for the patent." The agreement was made that Palmer should 
receive 40s, in hand, four pounds more at two convenient times* 
And that he should be provided with a situation in a gentleman's 
family. Thackham says that he introduced Palmer to Mr. Iiee*s 
family ; and then, '' after we were returned to Reading 
agayne, I wen^ to master Edmundes, Mr. Edward Butler, 
Master Thomas Turner, and Master Aldworthe, my very good 
frendes, declaring to them that Palmer would leave the schole, 
andT dwell with a gentleman, and desyred them that X might 
have their good wyUes to teache yt agayne, for I was wery of 
playing the packman, and of my tedyouse journeys to Salisbury 
wekely, which they anusweryd that they thought no lesse, and 
that I should have their good willes to kepe the schole agayne.*' 
It was agreed that Mr, Edmunds should keep the patent, Pal- 
mer's resignation, and all other writings. Until the last pay- 
ment was made; after which, the patent was delivered to 
Thackham. Then follows an account of Palmer's coming fre- 
quently from Horsyngton to Reading, to visit the Cook's wife, 
at whose house he had boarded, when he was schoolmaster; of 
the Cook's jealousy, which was groundless even in Thackham's 
opinion ; and an account of a letter from Palmer to Mr. Ed- 
munds, delivered, at his request, by Tliackham, which oc- 
casioned Palmer's examination before the Commissioners, his 
condemnation and death. This seems the original paper sent 
to Fox ; it is written in three or four different hands, but is 
signed, as it appears, by Thackham's own hand; dated ** from 
Nortliampton the xxxth of January the yeare off oar salvation 
167iji by me Thomas Thackham." 

To this defence is subjoined, in the M Sr a *< reply to an un- 
discrete anspwer made by Thomas Tliackham, sometime of 
Aeading, against the story of Julius Palmer, martyr." This 
consists of sixty two folio pages, in a smaU hand, closely 
written ; but seems imperfect. To abridge it would be difficult ; 
ahd, therefore, it may be sufficient to say, that in all material 
points, the answerer confirms what has been related above, 
concerning the circumstances immediately preceding Palmer's 
death, but attributes his apprehension to tiie contrivance of 
Thackham, who was offended at being called upon for the re- 
nfaibder of the money dae for the patent. He also contradicts 
Thackham's account in a variety of particular facts. This 

o 
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M.S. does not appear to have b*»en printed; bnt the account 
given in it is corroborated by "Informations jratheredat Read- 
ing Anno 1571, tonchina: the story of Julius Palmer, martyr."" 
Several witnesses confirm the account of the manner in which 
Palmer was taken , that it was at the Cardinal's Hat; contrary 
to Thackham's assertion: that HamptoUr "sometyme their 
scholemastcr, met him there," that Palmer idiputed the cause 
of his trouble to no man so much as Thackham ; of whom he 
had not received all his money. It is likewise affirmed that the 
Lady Vane, whom Thackham says he concealed, called him a 
** dissembling; hypocrite ;** and that Thackham had seduced a 
weak young woman, a servant of one Stanshall. Fox applied 
for farther information to Thomas Perry, a clergyman of un- 
blemished character in Grloucestersliire, who gave the strongest 
testimony to the truth of Fox*s narrative. Thackham protested 
in the pulpit, in the beginning of Queen Mary's reign, that he 
would seal his doctrine with his blood ; but afterwards retracted. 
In the time of Edward VI., probably he concealed his true sen- 
timents, or professed himself a protestant ; but he is charged 
with having brought into the church " leaves.of old popish ser- 
vice ; and that he, with others, did helpe to patch together the 
books, and to sing the first Latin Evensong in the church of 
St. Lawrence." TTiis must have been on Queen Mary's acces- 
sion; for, in the churchwarden's book of St. Lawrence, in 
1-553, is a memorandum of a desk left "in the hands of Mr^ 
Thackham, beying our vicar 1'^ and, in 1559^ "to Mr. Thack- 
ham for 2 weeks service, v*," 

It is very dear, from the authorities cited above by Coates, 
tJiat great disgrace attaches itself to the character of this un- 
worthy principal of Reading school; his effrontery prospered,, 
and he became comparatively wealthy from the fruits of his ill 
faith, or rather from the want of all faith, two circumstances 
which render him peculiarly open to the application of that ex- 
pressive line in the Ilaid : 

Rich was the man in brass^ and rich in gold. 

The succeeding masters were scarcely of sufficient celebrity 
to require very particular notice ; we subjoin a list of their 
names, however, rather because it may occasionally prove use- 
ful to refer to in cases of dispute, than from any remarkable 
merit in their possessors, or from any peculiar interest belong- 
ing to the subject. 

• JOHN SMITHj 1569, 
a native of Berkshire, and fellow of St. John's, Oxford, suc- 
ceeded Thackham, he was presented to the vicarage of St. 
Lawrence, in 1574; resigned the mastership in 1583, and died 
in 1596. 

JOHN HAMPTOTT, 1583, 
held the government of the school five years^ and was followed 
by the 
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Rev. THOMAS BRADDOCK, 1588; 
the supposed author of a translation into Latin, of Bishop 
Jewel's "Defence of the Apology for the Church of England." 

Rev. THOMAS CHARLTON, 1596; 
Coates says he probably inhabited the old Mitre Tavern, as his 
predecessor did ; for he rented the "tenement at the west church 
doore,'' in 1596; which coming into the church's hands, was 
ordered to be charged in future five shillings, and is called in the 
churchwarden's book "parcall of the schoolmaster's house." 

JOHN RAWLINSON, 1600, 
is mentioned as schoolmaster in a decree of tht 42nd of Eliza- 
beth, directing Sir Francis Knolly's, and others, to hold a 
commission for the examining into the cSurch lands of St. 
Lawrence. 

ANDREW Bird, leio, 

is thought to be the same with Andrew Bird of Merton college, 
who commenced doctor of physic, in 1618, and practised In 
this town, with great reputation ; this supposition is probably 
correct, as the latter year, in which we conclude Mr. Bird to 
have resigned, is also the date of his successor's coming into 
office. 

JOHN DENNISON, 1618; 
was chaplain to George, Dake of Buckingham, and to James I. ; 
and was successively vicar of all the three churches in Reading ; 
he died, in 1628. 

WILLIAM PAGE, 1628: 
appointed to the mastership, through the influence of Laud, 
then bishop of London, or, according to Man, at the particular 
request of Charles I. In 1642, he was sequestered by the 
Berkshire commissioners, and the school room was converted, 
by their orders, into a magazine for the soldiers, then in gar- 
rison here. He retired to his rectory at East Locking, in this 
county ; and, at the restoration, when Mr. Singleton was mas- 
ter, he obtained a writ of restitution to the school, which was 
publicly read, but was not followed by his re-assuming his old 
dignity: he died in 1663. 

MR. POCOCK, 1645, 
got possession of the office in turbulent times, without the con- 
sent of the corporation, who made various attempts to displace 
him ; one charge brought againt him was for incapacity, but 
notwithstanding the proceedings noticed in the following entry 
from the diary, he contrived to retain the mastership till 1649. 

" Upon enquiry made concerning the ability and diligence of 
the schoolmaster, in the free school in Reading, it was resolved 
as followeth; upon several complaints against Mr. Pocock, the 
schoolmaster of Reading, and examination of the proficiencies 
of his scholars, in his prttence, ^he himself refusing to be 
examined, and declining all other ingenious ways of trial, by 
the visitors) we do conceive the said Mr. Pocock to be alto- 
gether unable to govern the school aforesaid ; and, therefore, 

o 2 
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we do not approve of the said Mr. Pocock, as baviag any rigM^ 
for the time to oome, to receive twenty pounds per annum, 
payable to the schoolmaster of Reading, by the will and grant 
of the late archbishop of Canterbury." We have already noticed 
the articles of enquiry which the Tisitors agreed upon, and ap- 
gpiated. to baput to future poasters, at the periods of vis i tation.. 

WILLIAM WADDON, 1650. 
GABRIEL REEVE^ IfiSS. 

ROBERT JFNNINSS, 1656, 
iras shortly after exp^ed by the commissionen i^pcnnted fM 
ifiecting ail such aa were then styled "scandalous^ ignorant,, 
and insufficient ministers,, and schoolmasters;'* but it is very 
probable that his having borne arms for Chaises K, in the gar» 
nson of Okford,. was the tsne eause of his' expulsion, aftev 
which he became a private tutor,. and» subsequently,, master of 
the free school^ at Abingdon;, at therestoradon, the authorities 
of Reading, paid him tiie compliment of offering to re-instate 
him in the mastership, which he did nut accept r he died in 
Vebruaxy^ 17«3^ in the 83rd year of his age. 

THOMAS GERRARD, 1655; 
appointed by an order of his highness the Lord Frotector ; he 
performed the duties of his office during four years^ when th» 
order by which he held it was declared illegal; he resisted th» 
decree of the new powers^ but a verdict was given against him» 
at Abingdon, and Mr.. Jennings iq^iwinted, wha, however, de<^ 
alining the proffered honour.. 

— EDWARDS,. 1659r 
was elected,, and resigned the following year. 

THOMAS SINGLETON, 1660; 
enjoyed the dignity of headrmaster during two years,, part of 
which time he officiated by deputy. After his secession, he- 
kept a very flourishing school,, in London, where the celebrated, 
doctor M^ad became one of his pupila. ^ 

THOMAS THAGKHAM, 1662. 
THOMAS IRELAND,. 1668; 
aetired through mental derangement. 

WILLIAM GOSTWICK, 1673. 
THOMAS MAY, 1687. 
HAVILAND JOHN HILEY, 1716;, 
i*The Bnaby of the seminary." 

JOHN SPICER, 1760V 
who had been formerly a pupil, and afterwards assistant to Mr.. 
Uiley ; he became rector of Tidmarsh, and Sulham ; and pre- 
bend of Preston, in Salisbury Cathedral. Mr. Coates speaks 
in very warm terms of him, as possessing, in an eminent de^ 
free, learnings iaUustcy,^^ and- amiability v Mr. Spicer resigned 
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WILLIAM WISE, 1771. 
mCHARD VALPY, 1781; 
m vafive x>f Jersey. During fcmr years he was second master <i? 
i;he.i3chool afBuryln Saifolk; in 1797, he was presented to the 
irectory of Sl^^dishall, ih Suffolk .; and was adkitted bachelor 
«a&d doctor of dl«inity, in January; 1752, 

«.ev. F. TALPY, 183ft, 
the present master, elected on the resignation of 'the*above» 

The number of students at present attendint^ the 
Free School, is, we%clieve^ forty^ 'more than half oiT 
■whom are boarders. The parents of Si/ree scholar 
^re charged ^10 per anaum for his education. At u« 
Yery distant period the yearly^xpenee of maintainin^jr 
4 pupil on the foundatian amounted to £4; while in 
l^almer's time, the instruction aflforded by the scho(A 
was, as its name imports, and, we suppose, in more 
«trict accordance with the will oF the Founder, entirely 
yree, Jflr. Man says, in a note to his account -of the 
martyr, that For a lon^ time the nature of the founda- 
tion has been misunderstood, and he attributes the 
xleparture from 'the original charitable system, to the 
introduction of boarders; we do not ourselves under- 
stand why the introduction of the system of boarding 
pupils in the master's house should make the schocfl 
less free fc« those for whose «x|)re8s and sole advanta^ 
it was founded. It is, or, at least, ought to be, « 
charity school for the bene^t of the town, hvn pro- 
=f)ably few gea^emen would send their sons to it urfder 
such a name, while the present charge of ten pounds 
per annwn, for a/w^ education for a 'day scholar 
rescues the school from such an appellation, and se- 
"Cures to the boarders the society of companions of a 
more elevated class Ihan is usually to be found in 
«haritat)le establishments. Tlie fault of the innovation 
rests, no doulit, with the party who introduced it, 
and it is perhaps of little actual importance ft<nv^ 
when free establishments are so multiplied, but be- 
fore the present age of cheap education the change 
must have been one of seiious consequence and wrong 
to the town;-^we acknowledge the merits of Reading 
«chool as it is now conducted, but high as we believe 
ihem to he, we fully c^ree with a foriner wjuter npon 
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the subject, it ia a "seminary for the education of 
gentlemen's sons, whose parents being better able to 
reward the literary abilities of the masters, their 
reception has been encouraged, to the almost total 
exclusion of those for whom it was designed." 

THE BLUE COAT SCHOOL. 

This school, which is situated in the parish of St. 
Giles, at the corner of Silver-street, on the south side 
of the London road, was founded by Richard Aldworth, 
Esq. in the year 1666. This gentleman bequeathed 
the sum of four thousand pounds to the corporation, 
in trust, for the purpose of maintaining a schoolmaster 
lecturer, and twenty boys; with this sum, the trustees 
purchased the lease of a house called the Talbot, 
which was soon after taken down, and the present 
building erected on the old site, in 1723, a lease for 
five hundred years having beeir obtained from the pro- 
prietor, Mr. Blagrave, at the yearly rent of eight 
pounds, and a fine of eight pounds at the end of every 
ten years. Mr. Aid worth's donation was further ap- 
plied, in 1657 and 1659, to the purchase of two 
farms, near Basingstoke, for the sum of three thou- 
sand nine hundred and ninety pounds; these farms 
comprised three hundred and sixty acres and a half of 
arable, meadow, and wood land, and produced an 
annual revenue of about j£200. 

In 1666 the funds of the school were increased by 
the donation of Sir lliomas Rich, of Sonning, who 
bequeathed one thousand pounds to be applied to the 
education of six boys; one to be chosen out of each 
of the three parishes, and the three others from the 
parish of Sonning. With this legacy, the corporation 
purchased an estate at Streatly, which produces 
annually £54. 

In 1696, Mr. John Hall bequeathed a rent charge, 
now of the annual value of iC25. 15^. on lands at 
Englefield, in Berks, and Silchester in Hampshire, 
for the establishment of a school in Chain-lane, and 
the instruction of three boys, one to be chosen out of 
each parish; with this sum the corporation were to 



d by Google 



HISTORY or READING, 19S" 

supply a house for the schoolmaster, and allow him a 
salary of ^18. per annum, with a cloak every two 
ytars of the value of 408., a small sura was alsu alotted 
to provide each boy, on leaving" the school with a 
bihiie, and shoes and stockings, and j£6. to apprentice 
him with; but the fund having been found insufficient 
for their maintenance, the boys have been transferred 
to the blue-coat school, and the old school house, m 
Chain-lane is now a dispensary, and one of the most 
valuable and best managed charitable establishments 
that Reading can boast of.* 

In 1720, Mr. John West, a general benefactor t« 
the town, gave, for the particular maintenance and 
education of six poor boys, and for apprenticing 
them, the sum of one thousand pounds, producing 
annually ^49. iSs., he also gave fee farm rents to the 
annual value of ^6. 5^. 3//., for the same purpose, 
and vested them in the corporation. 

In 1/23, Mr. Malthus left ^91. yearly, for the edu- 
cation and support of ten green-coat boys; (Maa 
says eleven, but thinks this number maybe incorrect) 
and, in the same year, a sum of £\5. per year was 
given by Mr. John Pottenger, for the maintenance of 
two more. 

"And 1786» Mr. John Leggat4:, as a mark of hia 
gratitude for the {naintenance and education he had 
received in the school, left the sum of JtBO. towards 
its support, without entailing it with any further 
burdens." 

The endowment of the school for the maintenance 
of less than fifty boys, and independent of the mas- 
ter's salary, house-rent, repairs, &c. is stated to be 
jC3d4.; a sum so inadequate for the purposes for 
which it has been bequeathed, that the corporatioA 

* It was discovered, after the removal of the boys of Mr* 
HalPs school to the Blue-coat establishment, that a Mrs. Nor- 
wood, ^ho died about the year 1780, had left by will to the 
eorporation, the reversion of three thousand pounds stock, for 
the encrease of Mr. Hall's school, in Reading, after the decease 
of a Mrs. Whitehorn; if this fact had been earlier known, the 
corporation would have been enabled to continue the school on 
its old foundation, and to have doubled the number of the boya« 
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have at times been compelled to reduce the number 
of boys, thoUfirh, in general, by the stricteut economy 
and care, the school is nearly full. It has been cited 
as a proof that the corporation desire to render thSi 
Useful charity as beneficial to the poorer inhabitapts 
as was intended by the founders, that they have, 
within these few years, expended more than three 
thousand pounds, besides what the bequeathed funds 
of the school have afforded, in keeping up, as near 
as possible the original number of boys. But this, 
says Mr, Man, could not be effected without intrench-^ 
in^ on some other charities less beneficial. 

The house is a^ plain building, and consists of a 
tentre and two wingrs, with a brick wall enclosing a 
Very circumscribed space, (viz. forty feet square) as 
^ P**y ground for the boys. At each extremity of the 
wings 18 a carved figure of a boy, attired in the old 
school dresses, one in blue and* the other in green { 
«ach holds a bible with his right hand> and points 
Upwards with the fore finger of the left. The follow* 
mg inscriptions are on two tablets placed in the wall, 
eeaeath the figures. 

The BluB'.coat Boy> 
Clad in this hieroghyphic veil, 
Two mystic emblems I reveal ; 
The sacred volume in my hand. 
Directs yott to the promised land« 
My azure mantle of the sky, 
To heav'a above directs your eye ? 
XVhHe to its seat 1 guide your look^^ 
Tour guide to find it is this book. 

The Green^oat Boy* 
The Great Creator, at its birth> 
iMd in my garment doath the earth, 
'Whose emblem sets before your eyes> 
The scene of the first paradise* 
The sacred oracles that tell 
How from it our first parents fell» 
Here teach us how, by grace to win 
'nTbe paradise they lost by «iiK 
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THE GREEN SCmX)L. 

Tlil8 school, which also derives lU name from the 
dress of the children educated in it, is for the recep* 
tion of girls only, who arc daughters of decayed 
tradesmen belonging to one of the three parishes, or 
orphans who have been left unprovided for by tlieir 
parents, and who are not younger than ten years, nor 
older than twelve years and a half. 

This useful establishment was founded and insti* 
tuted in 17S2, through the suggestion and exertions 
of the three vicars^ (the Rev. Charles t^turges, the 
Rev. Doctor Nicholte, and the Rev. W. B. Cadogan,) 
seconded by the zeal and liberality of John Richards, 
Esq., who was, at the time, senior alderman of the 
borough; the proceeds arising from the preaching of 
Mr. West's annual charity sermon, on ot. Thomas's 
day, and the support liberally and generally afforded 
by the public contributions, enabled the above gen- 
tlemen, who became tmstees, and the committee of 
six ladies, as governesses, and the mayor and senior 
alderman, as governors,* to open the school, on 
michaelmas day of the year mentioned, for the lodg- 
ing and teaching of six girls> two being elected from 
«ach parish. The old sc1h>o1 was situated in St. Mary's 
Butt's; three years after its opening, the number of 
girls was increased to nine, and in 1789, the funds ia 
the management of th« committee, were found suf* 
ficient to admit of the reception' of three more. 

In the following year the school was removed to the 
neat and commodious building it now occupies, im 
Broad-street, where, aided by the voluntary sub- 
scriptions of the public, its funds gradually encreased, 
and the number of girls admitted encreased in pro- 
portion^ in 1792, there were fifteen^ in 1793, eighteen; 
in 1795, twenty-oncf and it affords maintenance and 
education, at present, to between twenty and thirty. 

* The committee is still formed upon the same plan ; the six 
ladies are selected two from each parish ; the governors are the 
mayor and the senior alderman ; and the trustees are the three 
wicarsy for the time being-. 
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The pamphlet published by the trustees, descriptive 
of the 'Mieadinjc (iirls* Charity School/* has been 
quoted by both the local historians of the borough, 
and as the authority is unquestionable and superior 
to all other sources of inform afion^ we cannot do bet- 
ter than follow the precedent^ and, by embodying the 
two quotations, afford our readers the fullest descrip- 
tion in our power of this excellent charity. 

*-The girls are furnished with green gowns, at their 
admission, by the charity, and neatly, plainly, and 
decently clothed in the same uniform dress, every 
year, with other suitable articles of apparel. VVTiile 
at school they are brought up in the habits of diligence 
and industry, to do all kinds of plain work, chiefly 
at the Royal Asylum prices; to cut out linen, mark, 
knit; to perforin the business of the house and kit- 
chen; to wash, iron, and get up linen, and thus to 
qualify themselves for good and useful servants; and 
they are encouraged by a reward of two-pence, to be 
deducted out of every shilling that is paia for needle- 
work, performed by them, which needle-work has 
been approved by their employers, and of which they 
have, in general, great plenty upon their hands. 

"They are regularly trained up in the principles of 
the christian religion, in virtue and modesty, honesty 
and truth; in decency, humility, civility, and mutual 
kindness, and in all due subordination; and an ac- 
count of their behaviour is given to the governesses, 
governors, or trustees, at their frequent visits, to su- 
perintend the government of the school. They rise 
early; prayers are read every morning in the family ; 
after which they make the beds, and sweep the rooms. 
They breakfast at eight; at nine o'clock, school 
begins, when lesions in the old and new testaments, 
and in Mrs. Trimmer's abridgement of the sacred 
scriptures are read. They are taught to spell from 
Mrs, Trimmer's Charity-school spelling book, and 
Entick's dictionary, and to say their prayers and 
hymns by heart. They are instructed in Grossman's 
introduction to the Knowledge of the Christian Reli- 
gion. After reading and spelling, they work till 
twelve ; at twelve they dine, play one hour after din- 
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ner, and then return to their work, till it ^rows dark 
in the winter, when they leave oflf till six o'clock, and 
return to readinfif and workin^r till eight. In summer 
they continue at their work, from about half-past one 
till, six, and then leave off for play or vvalkiuif till 
eight. At eight thev sup, and, after prayers have 
been read to them in the evening, they go to bed about 
nine. With the mistress, or assistant, or both, they 
attend divine worship at St. Mary's church, on certain 
week days, and twice on every sunday, when they 
likewise hear no inconsiderable part of the psalmody of 
the church, from the gallery, in which they are placed, 
during divine service. 

"For the last half year of their continuance in the 
school, they are taught by a proper master to write 
and cast accounts. When they are in their fifteenth 
year, they are regularly examined before the com- 
mittee, with respect to their proficiency, and in or at 
the expiration of that year, they are, with the appro- 
bation of the committee, bound apprentices to credit- 
able and respectable house-keepere>, in or out of the 
borough of Reading; as domestic servants; or, to 
lei.rn a trade for the space of four or five years, upon 
condition that five pounds shall be paid, or allowed 
by the charity, for their being clothed, according to 
the following articles: one bonnet, three night caps, 
three day caps, one coloured handkerchief, one white 
handkerchief, two gowns, one quilted petticoat, one 
baize petticoat, three shifts, one pair of stays, two 
pair of stockings, onepairof pattens, one pair of shoes, 
two coloured aprons, two white aprons, one pair of 
pockets, one pair of gloves, one cloak, buckles, and 
other odd articles. And upon condition that the mas- 
ters and mistresses shall be bound to find them in 
every thing afterwards, for the term of tlieir ap- 
prenticeship; and at the expiration of that term, to 
cloth them as well as they were clothed at the begin- 
ning of their apprenticship, or to pay the sum of five 
pounds, in trust to the governors and trustees, to be 
laid out for the use of the girls. 

"The girls upon leaving the school, are furnished 
with a Bible and Common Prayer Book^ the Whole 
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Duty of Man, and Crossman*s Introduction to ttne 
Knowledg-e of the Christian Religion. To encourage: 
them to behave well, afid tlo credit to the institutioa 
after they have left it, the girls, at the expiration of 
half their apprenticeships, upeo producing to the 
i^omroittce a certificate, signed by their masters or 
tniatresses, of their good behaviour, are rewarded 
with half a guinea; and at the expiration of the whok 
•of their apprenticeships, upon the same con({itions> 
they receive another half guinea; an^ we have the 
satisfaction to add, that several girls have produced 
the required certificates, and received the rewards at 
t)oth periods. » 

"Besides the frequent attention of tlie ladies, an4 
other members of the committee, to this charity, the 
committee meets at the school-house, for the election 
of girls, or whenever any particular business is to be 
transacted. Once in a year, the accounts are regularly 
audited, and signed. A report of the diarity is pub- 
lished in the Reading papers and the charity books, 
with one of which every member of the committee is 
furnished, are filled up at Michadmas Day, in every 
year. Every St. Thomas's Day a sermon is preached 
alternately, at each church, and a collection made at 
the church doors for the Irenefit of this charity, tltc 
«mount of which is carried to the original fund. 

"The foundation deed, with a declaration of trust, 
was enrolled in His Majesty's High Court'of Chancery, 
on the 6th day of February, 1793,'* 

THE FOUNDATK)N SCHOC«i. 

In the year 1 706, Mr. Joseph Ncal, of Gray's Inn, 
London, empowered his executors by will, to dispose 
of his property iii charitable uses ; these gentlemen, 
nSamuel Neal, and Dr. Frederick Slare, applied three 
liundred pounds out of the testator's effects, in pur- 
chasing heritable land for the better maintenance of a. 
charity school, at Pottern, in Wiltshire, reserving, 
however, to the trustees the power of transferring 
the money to the use or establishment of any other 
school withia the diocese. Tins right wai exercised 
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by Mr. Fox, vicar of St. Mary's, who, ia 1766, re- 
moved the school from Pottern to its present situation, 
in a small house forming part of the Oracle in Minster- 
street. In the room,, next the street, there is some 
o]d carved wainscottin^^ apparently coeval with the 
building of the Oracle itself; and there is a chimney 
piece in the apartment behind, of a still more remote 
nate. Coates thinks the bouse is the one named in 
the corporation deed of purchase as •* tenement op- 
posite the Rose Inn, in Minster-street." Twenty six 
^ildren are taught to read and work here,. namely» 
fight boys and eighteen girls. The capital is now 
\i^314. i5#. lie/; South Sea Sfeoek, producing annually 
the sum of .£11. 

THE LANCASTRIAN SCHOOL. 

In the year 1809, Reading wa^j visited by the cele- 
brated Joseph Lancaster,, for tlve purpose of reading hia 
lectures explanatory of \\U new systetn of education^ 
this proceeding was attended with so much success,, 
that several gentlemen of the town were induced to> 
lindertake the establishment of a school on the novel 
and popular Lancastrian plan, and, having formed 
themselves into a committee, they hired a room and 
commenced with a hundred boys; the result of the 
experiment exceeded the expectations of its patrons^ 
who, in consequenee of the large encrease of the sub- 
scriptions were soon enabled to extend the benehts of 
the system to a muck more extended circle than waa 
at first contemplated; they accordingly purchased a 
piece of land in Southampton-street, in the name of 
trustees nominated for the purpose, on which tbef 
ejected a building sufficiently large for the accom- 
modation of from three to four hundred boys; the 
expense of the purchase of land, and buildin|f 
amounted to nearly six hundred pounds. For the 
future government of the enlarged establishment the 
number of the managing committee was encreased ta 
twenty-one, with a treasurer and secretary, who 
w^re elected by the subscribers. Having procured 
one of Mr. Lancaster's teachers to undertake the 



d by Google 



^Dtfi HISTORY OF READING. 

superintendence of the school, the committee opened 
the new buildinsf ii^ November, 1810, when two 
hundred children were at once admitted; the number 
is now about three hundred and fifty; the yearly cost 
for each boy does not exceed six shillings, and the 
whole annual expenditure, including the master's 
salary, does not amount to more than one hundred 
and ten pounds. The school is inspected monthly by 
two visitors, members of the committee, when they 
enter their observations in a book kept for the pur- 
pose, which is read at the monthly meeting of^the 
general committee of management, who, with the 
subscribers, have frequently expressed the satisfaction 
with which they have witnessed the improvement of 
the children under the care of the superintendent; 
every information is readily afforded by the master of 
the school to the enquiries of any person, though not 
a subscriber,* who may think proper to visit the. 
school, and, indeed the public inspection is courted 
by all interested in its welfare, as the best means of 
increasing the number of its supporters by being pre- 
pared at all times to point out the merits of the insti- 
tution. A small box is kept to receive the donations 
of these casual visitors, which are subsequently di- 
vided among those whose conduct or progress is con- 
sidered worthy of being rewarded; and, as a further 
encouragement, a bible is given to such boys, (on 
their leaving the school) as have attracted the notice 
and approbation of the committee, by their good be- 
haviour and improvement. 

Annual Subscribers of one guinea have the privilege 
of nominating two children to be instructed in the 
school; and subscribers of ten guineas, at one payment, 
have the same privilege., and are governors tor life. 

Children are admitted from the age of five years, 
by a written recommendation from a subscriber, and 
the parents are not only required to send them neat 
and clean in their appearance, (a neglect of which re- 
quest would be followed by dismissal) but they are 

* It is necessary, however, that he be introduced by a sub- 
scriber. 
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also enjoined to attend with tbcm some place of wor- 
ship every Lord's day ; a regulation the more necessary 
to be observed, aa the object of the institution is solely 
10 instruct the children in reading, writing, and arith- 
metic, in order to render them more useful members 
of society, "without any reference whatsoever to sect 
or parly in religious opinions." The hours of school 
attendance are from nine to twelve o'clock, and from 
two till four; between the first day of November and 
the twenty-fifth of March; during the remainder of 
the year, the hours are, in the morning, from eight 
to twelve; and, in the afternoon, from two to five; 
each Saturday afternoon is considered a half-holiday, 
and there are two vacations, of a fortnight 'each, in 
August and December. In the event of a child being 
expelled for improper behaviour, or other cause, 
immediate notice of the fact is given to the subscriber 
who presented him, that the vacancy may be filled up 
as soon as convenient. The annual subscriptions are 
collected by the master, who on depositing them in 
the hands of the treasurer, receives sixpence in the 
pound; if the master is desirous of leaving his situa- 
tion, he is required to give two months notice in 
writing to the committee; and if the latter find just 
cause to remove him, they cannot do so without send- 
ing him a similar written notice. 

THE NATIONAL SCHOOL, 

. Was established through the exertions of many in- 
fluential gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood, 
aided by the clergy of the established church, who 
considered Mr. Lancaster's plan deficient as it only 
extended its benefits to boys, hut more particularly 
because it neglected to inculcate any peculiar religious 
system on the minds of the children. At a meeting 
held, on the 18th of April, 1812, the sura of four 
hundred and twenty-four pounds was subscribed, to 
meet the current expences of opening a school on 
Doctor Bell's plan of education, and the additional 
sum of one hundred and three pounds nine shillings 
was promised in annual payments, for its further 
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support. The plan differs very little from tbe LaH- 
cajitrian, but it was adopted, as we have already said* 
hecauiie it was considered preferable in providinj^ for 
the education of female children as weli as of boys, 
and that, tosfether with reading, writing, and arith- 
inetic, the children are taui^ht the ehureh catechism, 
and are brou^fht up in the tenets of the English Pro- 
testant Church, exclusive of all others.* 

With the sums subscribed, the committee erected 
two spacious rooms within the walls of the great hall 
of the abbey, sufficient to contain from three to four 
hundred children, with apartments, at the east end 
for ihe residence of the master and mistress, wluch 
were opened on the 6th of September, 18 id, whea 
nearly one hundred children were admitted. 

The society for conducting the school is carried on 
in general conformity with the plans of the national 
society in London, with whiqh body it maintains a 
correspondence. The funds are under the manage- 
ment of a committee, any five are competent to act; 
but no rules or regulations they make, can be carried 
into effect, until they have been approved by the 
patron, president, and three of the vice-presidents of 
the society; the holders of all which offices, as well as 
all persons subscribing not less than two guineas a 
year, or making a donalion of five guineas, and being 
also annual subscribers, add likewise all beneficed 
clergymen, in the deanery of Reading, being sub- 
scribers to tine society, or to the national society in 
London, are competent to become members of the 
acting committee. 

THE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRY. 

This school, situated in Friar*8treet, was established 
in the year 1802, under the patronage of Mrs. Ca- 
dogan, for female children, who are taught reading 

* The third regulation adopted by the committee of the Lan- 
castrian school, says ''that no book of instruction be introduced 
into the school, but the holy scriptures, (without comments) 
extracts therefrom, Watt's hyouis for chiloreny and lessons in 
spelling and arithmetic,'' 
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and plain work, and are provided with clothes to ap- 
pear in at church, on each Sabbath day. It is chiefly 
supported by the voluntary contributions of- several 
lanies in the town, to whose active exertions, the 
school is mainly indebted for the hit^h character it 
bears among charitable establishments of the same 
nature. There are at present 32 children here, but 
the number has at various times, been greater; none 
are received into the shool who have not attained the 
age of 7, or who exceed 12, though they are allowed 
to remaitt-in it after that age, if their conduct merits 
the further extension towards them of the benevolence 
of the founder, or if .retaining them is. likely to be 
attended with advantage to themselves. 
. In addition to the schools we have already noticed, 
there are Sunday-schools in each of the three parishes, 
Established by subscription of members of the Church 
of England ; and others also, founded and supported 
by the charitable donations and exertions of members 
ut the various dissenting congregations. Mr. Edward 
Simeon, an eminent benefactor to the town of Rea- 
ding, was accustomed, previous to his death, to clothe 
annually all the children attending these schools, who, 
with the many other objects of that philanthropist's' 
extensive bounty, assembled every year, in the mar* 
ket place, on the election of a new mayor, and were 
regsued with plumb cake; at his decease, he be. 
queathed J?2500. in trust to the corporation, to apply 
the annual interest arising therefrom in continuing to 
provide the sunday-school children with new clothes, 
to be given them the dny before that of electing the 
mayor, on which day they all attend divine service 
in St. Lawrence's church. There are several private 
scholastic establishments in Reading, which, how- 
ever, do not come within our province further than to 
observe that they are generally remarkable for the 
diligence and ability with which they are conducted 
by their respctive principals* 

* Besides the schools we have above enumerated there is as 
Infiut School, in liondon-street, conducted on Mr. Wilder- 
spin's plan, the utility of which is very highly spoken of. The 
committee have lately received a munificent donation, from 

p 
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THE ORACLE. 

The origift of thfr above name given to the building. 
>o called, near St. Mary's church is vftriously, and 
unsatisfactorily accounted for; and, as we have no 
means of settling the disputed term ourselves we will,, 
before we more fully notice this establishment, quote 
the reasons adduced by Coateti and Man, for the ap- 
plieation of Sts present naiiie, and leave our readers 
to judge between the parties. ** Whence thi« building,''' 
■ days thefbrmer gentleman, "reeeived its name of tbe 
€)ra6)'e>, ean only be conjectured.** The house pur- 
chased by the eorporation bears no such name in the 
cfeed^ relative to it, but is only described ad a teue^ 
ibent opposke the Rose Inn, rn Minster-street; and 
there was no large house* standing or the ground; 
purchased by Mr. Blagrave^. that plot having oo»t 
€inly ^32; 

" The name therefore ef the Oracle,, or the Oracje^ 
House, was given to the* buildiuf^ erectetl by the cotm 
poration;. and if the conjecture may be hazarded^, 
perhaps took its origin from the handsome entrance 
or portico in Minster-street r sueh an entrance or 
portico being fi-equently termed an Oriel, aa appel^ 
fiition which might easily be corruptwF to Oraelfe." 

In support oif ih» opinion Mr. Coates cites Mat- 
itiew Paris, and Mr. (Jowel, on the origin of Oriet 
College, Oxford; but Mr. Man shows that the word 
Oriolum, in Matthew Fari8> sonifies rather a hall or 
iHoom adjoining a gateway than the gateway itself, 
and is moreover disinclined tb imagine that the en- 
trance to the Oracle could ever have been deemed of 
aufflcient importance to have given a name to the 
whole building. **The difticuHy in this ease, I con- 
ceive, arises wholly from the mi^talen orthography 
«f the name, which was probably given to it ac« 
«id«ntaHy, from the principal ingredient used in the 

Mrs. W. Stephens of £100, which sura they have appropriated to 
the purchase of a piece of ground, situated between Castle- 
street and Oxford Road, on which a school -room has been 
•rected ; the additional bubl required having beearaised by sub* 
acrij^on.. 
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dyin/jT busineds; for though the Oracle was intended 
for the convenience of carrying on every branch of 
the woollen manufactory, yet it was more particularly 
80 for the busine^js of dying; many of the weavers 
being allowed to have looms in their own houses, but 
were obliged to bring all their cloth to be dyed at the 
Oracle. 

"Among the articles principally used in the dying 
business, as then practised, was a drug originally 
brought from the Canary Islands, called Orchal, but 
imported into this country from Italy, where it was 
called Orlcelloy in Latin Oricola; from eitlier of 
which, Ipresume the Oracle might derive its present 
name. This drug was thought of sufficient conse- 
quence to claim the attention of the legislature, as 
appears from several statutes that were passed in dif- 
ferent reigns, concerning it.* It was of such general 
use, that there can be no doubt, but large quantities 
were stored up in some part of the building, which 
might be called the Orchal-house, aud from the fre- 
quent use made of the term, be afterwards applied to 
the whoI^Hif the building. This is the more probable, 
as from whatever cause it arose, it is certain the name 
now given to it, was wholly accidental, it having, for 
nearly a century after its erection, been called in the 
corporation books, the work-house, and so it is styled 
ia Archbishop Lawl's decree." 

The building was erected in consequence of a legacy, 
bequeathed in 1624, by Mr. John Kendrick^ (who had 
been a very successful merchant in the woollen tradef) 

* '* Orchal, mentioned m the statutes of Richard III., Henry 
YIII., and Edward VT., seems to be a kind of cork, or rather 
stone, like alum, which dyers use in their colours. — JaeoV* 
Lmo Dictionary. 

" Others say it is a kind of moss growing in the Canaries, 
called by the Spaniards];OrcAt7^a ; but whether it was a vegetable 
or a mineral, all agree'that it was used in dying a blue colour ; 
and the trifling difference in the sound between Orchal and 
Oracle, leaves little room to doubt, but that the latter is a cor- 
ruption of the former, and, as such, has given the present name 
to this building." 

t ** John Kendrick borne at Reading, bred a draper in Lon- 
don. His state may be compared to the mustard-seed, from a 
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fo the mayor and burjiresses, in trust, of tlie sum of 
seven thousand five hundred pounds for the purpose 
of purchasing or erecting a strong and commodious 
house, in which the poor might be constantly em- 
ployed, and to provitle mattsrials for carrying on the 
elothing trade, and for working in wool, hemp, ilax^ 
grinding Brazil-wood, or preparing materials for dy« 
nig. ^ With part of the sum bequeathed; the cor- 
poration purchased a house io Minster-street, and » 
piece of ground adjoining, (the property of Anthony 
Blagrave, Esq.) upon whidi the present house was 
built, at the expence of j£1,846; they also purchased^ 
some land in North-street, in the parish of Tylehurst, 
chargeable with an annuity of jf^dO, to Mrs. Anne 
Newman, Mr. Kendrick's sister, for the term of her 
natural life; and, at her decease, that rent charge was 
to be applied to the necessities of the poor of the 
three parishes of Reading for ever. The full anpro- 
priation of the sum bequeathed is thus aecountea for^ 
m the chamberlain's accounts. 

£ 8, d^ 
For land in Nortb-street, md for ground, to boUd 

the house upon -. - 
To Mr. Bla^ave for a garden 
Amount of several items for building the house • 
Stock employed in the work-house 
Cooda bought of Mr. Kendrick * - ' 
For Mr. Kendrick's picture • . • . 

£7,505 
Coates also mentions the sum of ^150 laid out in » 
purchase at Mattingley, towards the maintenance of 
early prayers in St. Mary's church, which the poor 

small, encreasing to a prodigious bigness. If benefactors were 
digested as David's Worthies, Mr. Kendrick would be, (if not 
ttie last of the Jinf) the Jirst of the second three. His charitjr 
begun at his kindred^ proceeded to hia^ friends and servants (to 
whom he left large legacies) and concluded with the poor, on. 
whom he bestowed above £20,000, Reading and Newbury shar- 
ing the deepest therein; as appears by his printed will. He 
dyed 30th September. 1624, and is buried in St. Christopher's,- 
London ; to the curate of which parish he gave £20 a year Ibr 
ever." 

Fuller's Worthies i page 51, 
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^Tcre to attend before they bep^an their labour ; ani 
he adds in a note, "the early prayers are now at six 
-of the clock in the summer, except on Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Saints' days; and at half-past seven, from 
Michaelmas to Lady Day. 

For a feiv years, it is said, the woollen manufactory^ 
was carried on with great success^ but so early as 
1639, complaint was made that the poorer class of 
manufacturers, for whose advantage the money had 
been bequeathed, were ilep rived of the use of it, while 
the corporation «ither appropriated it to purposes 
foreign to the testators intentions, or disposed of it 
among their own friends in the clothing line, who, 
from the capitals they thus possessed, were enabled 
to undersell their poorer competitors in the same 
line; application was made to the existing govern^ 
ment, by the inhabitants, in cen8e<|uen€e of which the 
management of ^he «harity was in some degree al- 
tered; but the decree issued by Charles I. to that 
effect was 4iever act«d upon to the full extend re- 
quired, and, during the civil wars, which soon after 
succeeded, the Oracle was converted into a garrison, 
and the guard constantly kept 4kete, provided with 
wood and coals at the expence of the tow»; it wa» 
subsequently appropriated as a refuge for the house- 
less poor, who >vere chiefly supported ^y the parish 
alms. In 1661, it was thought proper to make the 
poor received into the house, to contribute something 
towards their own support; thev were accordingly set 
to work, and wheels and materials were providea for 
their use, the <;harge of which was defrayed out of the 
hall revenues. It Is supposed that the clothing manu- 
factory was shortly atter revived at the Oracle, a« 
there appears an -entry in the corporation diary, in 
1695, direc^ng Mr. Samuel Watungton, who had 
^200 of Mr. Kendrick's money, "to eo^ploy twenty 
poor persons changeable to each parish." There is 
also an order, in 1696, " for the blue boys' gowns to 
to be bought of Mr. Watlington, mayor, of that cletk 
which is made in the Oracle." About the commence- 
ment of the reign of William and Mary, several large 
Auins of money were lust by ihe failure of the persuAft 
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to whom they were intrnsted, for the purpose of en^ 
ploying the poor, to the amount of x\,\QO; and the 
city of London, in the name of the goremors of' 
Chridt's Hospital, bringinif rarious charges of mis* 
manaipement aj^inst the corporation here, claimed 
the whole of the len^acy, for the benefit of the boys 
educated there, as that establishment had a rever^ 
sionary ri^ht, b^ the will of the donor, to the whole 
of the charity, in* case of its misapplication by the 
corporation of Reading. The claim, however, was 
unsuccessful, as the governors of the charity acted 
upon a decree procur^ for them by Archbishop Laud, 
which conferred the entire right of acting upon their 
own discretion ; al the time of the' claim- made by the 
city of London, this decree war confirmed by the Liord 
Chancellor, after a strict examination of witnesses, 
and a close inspection of all books and papers con*, 
nected with the subject. " B^r this decree, the rever- 
sionary right of Christ's Hospital, in case of the mis« 
management of the trust by the corporation, appears' 
to be abolished, and the whole management of the 
charity henceforward entrusted to the existing cor- 
poration, without any apparent responsibility or risk 
of forfeiture/' 

In 1726, the increase of the annual expences for 
the support of the poor, suggested to some of the 
prindpai inhabitants the idea of incorporating them 
into one body; an agreement was consequently entered 
Into hy the authorities of the three parishes, to unite 
in maintaining and employing their poor; the Oracle 
was fitted up by the corporation for their reception i 
but the expences were defrayed by the several parishes 
in equal proportions accordmg to the number of poor 
each placed in the house, and the produce of the 
labour of the inmates was applied to the use of that 
parish to which they respectively belonged. This estab- 
Hshment, though commenced with spirit, and con- 
ducted, for some time, with success, was discontinued, 
at what precise period is not apparent, but it is sup- 
posed, in consequence of the parish of St. Giles de- 
clining to send their poor, and of some dissensions 
among the inmates themselves. This praiseworthy 
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scheme liaviii^ thus failed, the building has ever since 
been applied, according to the decree, for the use •f 
manufacturers residing^ in the town, the principal 
I)ranche8 of trade, at present carried on here, are pin- 
making, the manufactory of hemp and flax for sack- 
jnflf, and one of ribbonds, silk, and twine, which, 
jointly afford employment t« a s^reat number of poor. 
The buildinjir itself is ^aadranjifular, enclusio^ « 
-square court of about one hundred and tharty feet ia 
length; the entrance or portico, though now^n a very 
dilapidated condition, bears some faint traces of for- 
mer beauty^ it connsts Of a stone gateway, the pedi- 
ment of witich is supported bytwo ptRars of the com- 
posite order, standing on slight pedestals; ihere is a 
niche An the centre, between the capitals, tuteaded 
f»robably for a statute, but4t is not known that any 
was ever erected there. Witliin the gateway are tw» 
folding doors of oak, covered with very elaborate 
^carved ornaments;^ on the left hand leaf are the initals 
I. K., with a lion between then), supposed to be tb<^ 
<:rest of the Kendrick family^ and on the right I. K^ 
1628. On the right of the gateway, within, are some 
films-houses, inhabited by poor persons of the dif- 
ferent parishes, who are appointed bythe mayor« 'On 
the south side, are the workshops formerly occupied 
^y the dyers, behind which runs the Holy or Hallowed 
Brook; the remainder of the quadrangle consists of 
-workshops, and there is, besides, a large piece of 
ground, close to a branch of the Kennett, formerly 
used as a tenter ground and garden, employed for the 
«pinqiRgof yarn, and other purposes. *'The whole," 
«ay8 M'r. Man, ** was exceedingly wdl adapted for the 

furposes for which tt was intended, and might have 
een of considerable advantage to the trading inha« 
^tants of the town, had the funds inteaded for iti 
49i\pport, been properly administered." 

THE TO^VN HALL. 

This commodious building waa erected in 1786, orer 
die free-school, and under the superintendence df 
Jdr. alderman Poulton, in consequence of the oil 
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edifice being found inconvenient for the purposes to 
whicli it was originally appropriated;* in a niche, 
over the entrance of the ancient building, there was a 
stone tablet, with the following inscription, showing 
it to have been erected at the public expence, but 
whether by subscription among the inhabitants^ or by 
what other means, is not known. 

Auspiciis Caroli 2 di Regis, 

Curiam banc laBentem refici 

Angeri et ornari Curaverunt 

Sumptu puBUeo Praetor et 

Decnriobes hnjus Mnnicipii 

Liberal! ope Johis Blagrave 

Armigeri uon parum a^juti. 
MDCLXXII. 
Tlie cost of re-building the Hall amounted to above 
£1800, which was defrayed by the corporation; it is 
a very handsome room, 108 feet long, 32 wide, and 
24 high. At each end are courts conveniently fitted 
up for holding the Lent Assizes. During the time 
the Judges are here, on the circuit, their expeuces, 
which are not limited, are paid by the corporation ; 
in the corporation diary for 1640, their allowance is 
entered at ''one mutton, one veal, three barrels of 
beer, one gallon of sack, and one gallon of claret." 
Adjoining the Town Hall, is the (Jouncil Chamber; 
where the corporation hold their courts, and transact 
private business, it is also used for assembling the 
grand jury in, both at the assizes, and the quarter 
sessions. The portraits of some of the principal bene- 
factors to the town^ are preserved in this room; among 
them are: 

Sir Thomas White, in a scarlet gonni, faced with 
fur, and sur-mounted by a gold chain; the inscription 
on the frame calls him, "A worthy benefactor, who 

* The former edifice was disfigured by a row of massiye pU- 
lars, supporting heavy pointed arches, which, extending along 
the centre, through the whole length of the hall, divided it into 
two parts ; thereby rendering it very unfit for the purposes for 
which it was intended, and had therefore, been frequently com- 
plained of by the judges who occasionally held the assizes in it." 
Mr. Coates dates the re-building of the Town Hall on its old 
site, a year earlier than Mr, MaD| whose authority we have 
preferred alcove* 
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gave to this towne of Reading, and to twenty-three 
other cities and towns, every twenty-fourth year, 
jf 124: more to this towne he gave two fellowships in 
St. John Bap. college in Oxford, for ever." 

Sir Thomas Rich: a kit-cat size, representing him 
with strait hair, mustachios, a ropale, and falling band. 

Mr. Aldworth: a full lengtfi, in a black official 
dresfl ; on his left is a scull upon a table, with the words 
Mors Mihi Salus inscribed on it; his right hand is sup- 
ported by a book on another table, near which u a 
globe sur-mounted by a figure of the Virgin Mary. 

Archbishop Laud, with this inscription. 

To the memory of Dr. William Land, Arch Bishop of Cant ; who 

was a Liberal Benefactor to this Town, which was honored 

with his Birth: 

After he had many years served the Church, under the 

Defender of the Faith ; King James, and King Charles 

the Martyr: 
He was solemnly murdered by a faction of Rebels, 
Upon Tower 'hill, London, the 10th day of January. 

A. D. MDCXLIIII, iEtatis suae LXXIIII. 

The jrift of Dr. Peter Mews. Vicar of St. Maries 

Reading, and Arch Deacon of Berks, 1667. 

Mr. John Kendrick, a three Quarter length, in a 
black dress, short hair, small band, and hand and neck 
ruffs. The picture is surrounded by Latin inscriptions, 
which, however, contain nothing sufficiently remark- 
able in them, for their number, to induce us to tran- 
scribe them. 

THE DISPENSARY. 

This most useful institution is situated in Chain* 
lane, in a house now the property of the corporation, 
ftnd which was formerly occupied by the Blue-coat 
-School, Its advantages are extended to all the poor 
who stand in need of relief, but are unable to pay for 
its being afforded them; they are supplied here, not 
only with advice, but with medicine, gratis, under 
the direction of some of the professional gentlemen of 
the town, who give their attendance daily, for that 
benevolent purpose. Since its establishment, in 1802, 
tip to the last day of December 1832, the total number 
fil patients admitted, amouiHed to 17^659; the ex* 
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f>ence8 incufred by the committee of directors la Che 
management of this institutioa are defrayed by vo* 
liintary subscriptions, of which there was received, in 
the year, 1832, the sum of £\68 10«. 0</. ; the total 
amount of receipts for the same year, including a 
balance of i£13 IBs, 7d, of the year precedinsr, divi- 
dends on stock, &c. wa;! ^^335 0#. 7a,; out of which 
j^55 l\g* 0(/. were paid for drugs; and on various 
other charges being defrayed, including those for 
salary to an officer of the establishment, surgical in- 
struments, and repairs; printing, advertising, and 
stationery ; insurance, rent, coald, &c. &c there was a 
balance left in hand of JtS5 (k. 7^*^ which does not 
amount to a sum sufficient for paying fer one years 
supply of drugs, and which shows how very nearly 
the disbursements equal the receipts. The following 
general statement of Reading Dispensary for two 
years, 1831 and 1832, will at once point out the utility 
and efficiency of this institution, and show how well 
worthy it is of the contributions of those benevolent 
persons wlio are disposed to alleviate the miseries of 
their pporer fellow creatures, by supporting an estab- 
lishment which only requires that support to enable it 
in a yet more extended degree to restore health to the 
wk', and to relieve the pains of the afflicted. 

GENERA.L STllTEMENT for 1831. 

Aggregate number of patients admitted . . « 784 

Cured ...... 618 

Relieved ...... -56 

Irregular .,«.«- 10 

Sent to parishes . • • . 6 

Died . - - - ^ - W 

Remain on the Books ... 82 - - 78( 

Taccinated - 130. 

GENERAL STATEMENT for 1831. 

Aggregate number *of patients adoutted ... (M 

Of which there have been cored - - SOI 

Relieved 49 

Irregular .«.--. 7 

Sent to parishes .... 8 ' 

Died 21 

Remain on the books . . - . 70 - - f56 

Vaccinated this year» 64. Total JMunber vaccinated . 3a§ 
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The fbllowing is a list of donations presented to 
the institution :— 

1802 Mr. Thornton's produce of two plays 

1804 Officers of the Oxford Volunteers - ^ 

1807 Dr. Valpy's profits of a Greek play 

1812 Mr. Binfield's nrasic meeting 

E. Simeon, Esq. (legacy) - - - 

1818 Dr. Valpy's profits of a play .... 

1820 Mrs. Sarah Haggard's legacy 

Mrs. Oliver - . - • . 

M. Annersley, Esq. (legacy) 

1825 Mrs. Thorpe's legacy - . • - 

1826 Mr. Briscoe's legacy «... 

B«v. W. H. Woodroflfe's legacy, (3per cent. J 

Thos. Ring, Esq. ; John May, Esq. ; ana 
P. W. French, Esq. ; executors - * 1 

1827 Profits of Dr. Valpy's Greek play - 
1833 Mrs. Walsham's legacy 

THE COUNTY GAOL. 
The ^aol, placed very conspicuously among' the' 
ruins of the abbey, was erected in 1793. The nortb 
wing is built on* the spot which was formerly the 
cemetery of the abbey church; and, on digf^in^ the 
foundation for that paVt» several human skeletons were 
discovered, which, from the various depths below the 
surface at which they were found deposited, are sup* 
posed to have been hastily interred; the booes and 
teeth also were in a perfect state, and from the con- 
nection of these facts, it is imagined that the remains 
were those of a part of Essex's army who fell victims 
to an epidemic fever which proved very fatal to hi» 
forces, and which caused him to defer the preparations 
he was then making, in 1643, for undertaking the 
siege of Oxford. The workmen made some further 
discoveries in the course of their proceedings for 
clearing a space for the foundation; among others, 
^¥ere some counters, called abbey-pieces, and a six- 
pence of the reign of Henry VIll., with the face in 
profile^ and a port-cullis for the mint mark, shewing 
It was coined at Westminster; the principal discovery, 
however, was that of Queen Adeliza's hand, or, at 
least, an interesting relic so called, which has been 
presented to the Philosophical Institution^ where it 
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may be seen, our readers will also find a description of 
it in our notice of the varied contents of the M useuia 
attached to that Institution, to which we refer them. 
The length of this prison is 163 feet 6 inches in front, 
and 137 feet 6 inches in depth; it has been consi- 
derably enlarged since the period of its erection, at 
which time it had not room for more than forty pri- 
soners; but it can now receive a hundred and twenty- 
four; at times of excitement and riot, as many as two 
hundred and fifty have been contained within the 
walls, but with very great inconvenience. The keeper's 
house is very commodious; there is also within the 
building, a room for the reception of the magistrates^ 
a neat chapel, an infirmary, a few cells for the re- 
fractory, some solitary cells, and a bath and fumigat- 
ing room. The prisoners are divided, according to 
their sex, each inhabiting a separate wing of the 
building, which is divided into several wards, where 
there are day rooms for labour, and other apartments ; 
and between the inner and outer wall, there is a large 
space set apart for walking and other exercises; on 
the tread wheel each prisoner walks at the rate of 
13000 feet in ascent, per day of ten hours. During 
the present year (1833) the magistrates have consi- 
derably enlarged the yard at the back of the gaol, in 
which they have built a boys' ward with an hospital 
for the sick prisoners over it. The expences of tnese 
improvements were partly defrayed by a sum of £1000 
bequeathed for that benevolent purpose, by the late 
A. iShutz, Esq. 
Cost of the maintenance of Prisoners for three months. 

Bread - . . 

Oatmeal - • . . « 

Meat - . . » • H- 

Salt 

Vegetables - . - . . 

Fuel, &c.» - - - - ' . 

* Mrs. Deane left, among many other charities, the interest 
of £ 150 to be applied in purchasing fnel for the use of the pri- 
soners in the county gaol, ; with this legacy, bequeathed in 
1787, the sum of £156 17 s. 3d., was purchased in the 4 per 
cents i the dividend on which sum amounts to £6 6«« 6d* 
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Sick Prisoners • * • * 

Clothing . . - . - 

Incidentals - - - - - 

Conveyance of Prisoners - - - 

Discharged Prisoners ... 

£48^ 6 3 

' The cost of New Works during the above period amounted to 
£250 Of. Od.y and the expence of repairs, during the same 
space of time, was £85 8f . Oct. The officers attached to the 
gaol are a Chaplain, and Gaoler, who receive salaries of £200 
per annum; a Surgeon, who receives annually £70, and a 
Turnkey, and Matron, who are paid yearley, the former £52, 
and the latter £52 10«. od., it will he thus seen that the 
total expences of the county prison during the period we 
have named, amounted to the large sum of £968 6«. 9(f. 
viz:— 
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New Works . . - 
Repairs .... 
Maintenance of Prisoners . 
Quarterly Salaries 



GENERAL VIEW OF THE TOWN. 

Reading, the county town of Berkshire, is situated 
in 61° 26° N. Latitude, and 0® 38'' W. Longitude; it 
IS bounded, on the north, by the Tliames, which de- 
rides it from Oxfordshire; on the south, by the ham« 
lets of Whitley and Southeott; on the east, by the 
parish of Sonning; and on the west, by the parish of 
Tilehurst. There is no proof that it was the Pontes of 
the ancients, as mentioned byLeland; the absence of 
all Roman remains, whether of roads, buildings, or 
coins, is sufficient of itself to overthrow that con- 
jecture, if it were not already destroyed by the fact, 
that the alleged distance of Pontes and the actual 
distance of Reading from the metropolis, differ too 
materially to allow of the supposition of their occupy- 
ing the same site. The Rev. Thomas Reynolds, in his- 
edition of the Itineraries of Antoninus and Richard 
of Cirencester, fixes on this town as occupying the 
spot where formerly stood the Roman towil Calleva, 
but this opinion is only supported by repeated eor* 
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rections of distances in the different Iters wliere Callevu 
is mentioned, And is refuted by the same objections 
we have just instanced in the case of Pontes. There 
can be but little doubt that Reading was founded by 
the Saxons, and it is probably indebted, not indeed 
for its beginning, for there is proof of its existing 
enterior to the period we are about to mention, but for 
its subsequent importance, to Elfrida, the mother of 
St. Edward the Martyr, who built a convent for nuns, 
in the tenth century on the site now occupied by the 
parish church of St. Mary, and which was soon after 
destroyed by the Danes, who cruelly murdered the re- 
ligious' inmates. It has been thought that the female 
heads on the cor|)oration seal, refer to this foundation; 
these heads are in saltire, on a field azure, and the 
middle one, is crowned, with the initials £. R. intro- 
duced in compliment to Queen Elizabeth, who fre- 
quently resided here, and to wliom the town, generally, 
and the corporation in particular, were deeply in- 
debted for various acts of munificence and conde- 
scension. Whether such be tlie origin of the arms or 
not we have no means of ascertaining ; the nun- 
nery, however, that they are supposed to allude to, 
shared but in the general destruction of the town by 
the same enemy, and was longer in recovering its for- 
mer consequence; during the reign of William I., it 
still remained in ruins,* while the town itself con« 

* This house, the efltabiishment of which was a penitential 
act of the Queen ElMda, was finally suppressed by Henry I.» 
who gave the land to the Abbey; it was one of the three reli- 
gious houses founded by that queen, In expiation of the enor- 
mities of a pretty long. life ; the second was in the county of 
Southampton, or in WUtddre; and the third at Harewood, in 
Yorkshire ; the last was erected on the spot where her seducer 
Athelwold was slain by the outraged King Edgar. They who 
have visited the domain of the Earl of Harewood, wul re- 
member an open space of about one acre, in the centre of a 
thick wood, and about half a mile west of the picturesque ruins 
of the old castle, which still retains the name of Ohesne- plain, 
or the space in the wood; and to which tradition points as the 
scene ofthe murder, and the site of the nunnery. ** The Kynge,*' 
says Higden, in his Polichronicon, ** liad the erle with hym, for 
to hunt in .the wode of Wer-welley, (Wharf-vide) that is now 
called Hoore Wade. (Harewood) Ihere the kynge smote him 
through wyth .a shafte.* ' 
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Aisted, at the Norman conquest, of nothing' more than 
a few dilapidated houses, insufficient in themselves to 
l^ive it claim to a title which it former!/ possessed, 
and which its ruins retained. 

Duriner the two sueceedia&f ret^ns» however, of 
William Rufus and Henry I. it -must have increased 
rapidly ; but this progressive prosperity was suddenly 
checked bv the turbulent state of the times, and the 
5avage violence that characterized the eighteen years 
dominion of the usurper Stephen. The followers of 
the latter king took refug:e in Reading, and inddced 
Ihe inhabitants to hold out against the Empress 
Matilda; for which oppoeition to his mother's title 
Henry 11., on taking possession of the town, entirely 
4emoli}4hed the castle which had been erected here by 
Stephen, in defence' of his claim. The situation of 
tills castle has been much disputed, and many have 
supposed that the town possessed two at the same 
fi'me, an opimion, however, wbieh eannot be supported 
by any evidence beyosd conjecture. Leland &ays thai 
a castle existed here in the time of the Saxons ; but 
he could not learn its situatida, and was umibk Jto* 
ilecide whether, according to tradttron, its site was at 
the west end* of Castle-street, near the ancient place of 
Execution, or on thetract of land oecupied by the Abbey. 
As there is n^hing to prove theco-existenee here of two> 
eastleSy-flo is there as little available proof of there 
ever having existed any built by the Saxons, or that 
there was ever one at all situated at the west end of 
the street, the name of whieh is supposed to be » 
record of the fact. Two instances have been cited to 
t^monstrate the Improbability of the Saxons having 
heen the founders of the building in question : one is^ 
that they were never in the habk of erecting castle» 
to defend their possessions, and the other, that Read-- 
Hig could not have been of suffieient consequence m 
their time to have required such a security. ITie 
commanding situation of the west end of Castle-street 
probably suggested the idea of its having been occu- 
pied by a military work. The position is undieniably 
a fine one, but in the absence of any other proof than 
Mrhftt can be drawn from thu caiUal cir€ami»tance> we 
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cannot believe that the castle stood on this side of th)8 
town ; and with re£^ard to the derivation of the name 
of one of the streets, we are inclined to agree; with 
the suif£^estion that it was so named after sonie ufh in 
the vicinity, a suefgestion the more probable when it 
is recollected that several known instances of the 
same derivation of the names of streets occur even in 
this town. 
The commonest reader does not require to be told 
. that the period of Stephen was the great castle-building 
age of English history; eleven hundred forteresses 
are said to have been erected in this one reign, by 
the barons ; and Stephen himself raised no less than 
one hundred and fifteen in defence of his unjust and 
disputed title. We entertain little doubt that the 
castle, of the real existence of which in this town 
there is historical evidence, and which was destroyed 
by the young hope of the Plantaganets, was one of 
the buildings erected for the purpose we have above 
mentioned by Stephen, and that it was situated 
.within the confines of the Abbey, but not, as conjec-^ 
tured by Leland, upon the site of that structure. 
Mr. Man, who displayed great zeal and industry in his 
researches to discover the precise spot upon which 
the castle stood, was induced to believe, after much 
consideration, that it was erected on the South East 
corner of the Forbury, near Blake's bridge, where he 
found some ruins in a ver^ dilapidated state, but 
which, he thought, bore evidence of having been 
intended for a place of defence, This spot, near the 
river, is at such a distance from the Abbey; that, 
though within its precincts, it must have been an 
entirely distinct building. The ruinous state of the 
structure, (and it no longer bears the appearance 
presented in the plate published by Mr. Man) rendered 
th^s tracing of its original form a work of difficulty, 
but it was co.njectured to have been a square building 
with projecting towers at the four corners, of about 
fifty feet in height, and so well placed as to entirely 
command the river and the .bridge, which was the only 
entrance to the Abbey, on that side of the town. It 
is impossible^ however, still to state with any degree 
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of certidiity that this spot waa the site of the castle 
destroyed by Henry; and there is nothing to shew 
that the rains were not the work of a later age than 
Stephen of Blois. Cooke» that indefatigable compiler 
of topographical works, mentions the existence of 
traces of two bastions near the ruins of the Abbey, 
but, he adds, that they were known to be modern, by 
their figure, and suggests their having been probably 
constructed during t£e civil war in Charles the First's 
time, and destroyed at the revolution. Thus the site 
of this celebrated castle may still remain matter of 
dispute, thouj^h there can be none of its having existed, 
and indeed .little of its having been situated on the 
abbey side of the town ; all vestiges of it may be said 
to have disappeared, and its destruction seems to have 
been too complete to make even the preservation of 
its ruins a matter of interest. It was long a favourite 
Employment with our forefathers, (and one which had 
to 00 with the affections) to arrest the hand of time, 
that was gradually and silently destroying these mute 
yet eloQuent records of a by-gone age ; and, at least, . 
to check the course of ruin, even though they could 
not repair it; where, indeed, the latter was possible, 
the ola edifices were converted into modern residences, 
while a strict and reverential regard was observed ia 
the preservation of their ancient forms and figures. 
It was any thing but a Gothic taste that inspired the 
spirit of adapting the crumbling holds of feudal lords 
and pursy monks, to the purposes of modern refine- 
ment; tee, at all events, have little cause to complain, . 
as it is to this spirit we owe the existence of many of 
the most noble structures, thus preserved, or thus 
adapted, which lend an additional beauty to many of 
the picturesque portions of our country. The castle 
and abbey ot Reading have been less fortunate, one 
has perished, the other is fast disappearing, and to 
neither can we apply the lines which have served to 
illustrate one of the remains of the stirring times of 
sovereign abbots and reiving earls : 

The pile that frowned 

In conscious strength of arch and tower, 

Oa flood aad field, on all around, 

Q 
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On waraior'B keen and lady's bowep» 
Stands unsubduea, In pride of age, 
Its beauty mellowed, not all flown. 

Like summer years of matron sage, 
Where Love may yet build un his thronCr 

Its frowns erased, in mildness bland, 
It rears a head that Time has spared. 

Or touched but light, as though ms hand 
To preta upon it had not dared.* 

The division of the town in\o wards is of very 
ancient origin, and still continues, with a constable 
appointed to each ward, the extent of which is thua 
regulated. Hi^h If^ard includes Duke-street, King- 
street, the Market Place, Fnar-street, Vastern Lane, 
Hog Lane, Cross-street, &c. New fTard contains 
Butcher Row,, Fisher Row, BrMd-street, Chain Lane, 
the Forbury, and the Wharf on the North aide of the 
Kennet. Ia Mimter fTard are Gun-street, Castle^, 
street. Pigmy Lane, Minster-street, and St. Mary's 
church yard. Old fTard comprises Southampton* 
street, Horn-street, Seven Bridges, St. Mary's mtts. 
West-street, Hosier*s Lane, Russell-street, &c. and in 
London fTard are London-street, Mill Lane, Churek 
Lane, St. Giles's ehurch yard, Silver-street, Ort Lane, 
»nd the Wharfs on the South side of the Kennet. In 
1080, when Domesday Book was compiled, the number 
of hagas or houses constkutin^ the town of Reading 
did not exceed 28, and Mr. Coates, wh« favours the 
hypothesis of a fortified work haviuj^ existed at the 
western extremity of the town, thmks it probable 
that these houses were situated in the immediate 
Beighbourhood of the "arx or castle in Castle-street." 
Hie number of houses continued to increase after the 
foundatioB of the Abbey, in 1 126, shortly subsequent 
to which event buildings were erected in its vicinity ; 
in 1 IM, in a deed about the time of the second abbot 
Anscherius, mention is made of the Soteria or Shoe* 
maker's Row, on the East side of the Market Place, 
which is said *'to be near the Abbey wall;'* from this 
point the buildings extended westward; in 1308, we 
find Duke Street or Noma Ficus, as it was then called, 
* Lines on Lacock Abbey, county of Wilts» 
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and between tliat period and 1335 there arose London 
Street, High street, Minster Street, High Bridge, 
Tothill (near the gateway of the George Inn) and the 
Drapery or Cloth Market, opposite to it. In deeds 
dated about this period, we also find Sonkere, Sinkere, 
or Le Sinker Street, subsequently called Siveyer Street, 
and now Silver Street. Th^ name of Minster Street may 
either refer to its being the street leading to the mon- 
astery, through what is now the Saracen's Head Inn, or 
more probably to the adjacent Minster Church of St. 
Mary. We have mentioned, in another part of this 
work, that Siveyer street was so named from its being 
occupie<l by the sieve makers, but Coates notices an- 
other derivation from the name of a family who held 
possessions in Reading in 1458, of which this street 
may have formed part ; the name of " Rose, daughter 
of Richard Seaver '' appears in the register of the 
parish of St. Lawrence for the year 1686. 

The following list will show the ancient and present 
appellations ot the streets which have, at various 
periods, changed their names : 

New Street, now called - Friar Street 

Chapel Hill, Town's End - Friar*s Place 

Old Street ... Horn street 

Wade Street • • - St. Mary's Butts 

Lurkman Lane • - Hosiers* Lane 

Cattle's Grove Lane - Kate's Grove Lane 

Orte Lane ... New Street and Albion Place 

The Ortes, or Abbey Ijane Watlington Lane 

Orte Bridge ... Blake's Bridge 

TownOrtes ... Bonlt's Wharf 

Budden Lane ... Red Lane 

Sievyer street ... Silver street 

Tute Hill, Tothm - - North End of Minster street 

Yield or GuUd Hall - - HiU Hall 

SnnLane .' • - King Street 

Ox Street - • - Butcher's Row 

Cheese Row and Fbh Row* Fisher Row 

* Before the cheese fair was removed to the Forbury, it 
was held in this street, and all the cheese sold was obliged to 
be weighed in the town — scales kept in the wool-hall. This 
street was also appropriated to the sale of fish and gardenage, 
as appears frotn the following order, made by the corporation^ 
in the Slst of Queen Elisabeth : 

Q 2 
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Rotten Row ... West Street 

Shoemaker's Row - - East Side of Market Place 

The Sanctuary - - - South Side of Crown Lane * 

Gutter Luie, or Potters' Lane Cross Street 

Hythe Bridge - - - High Bridge 

Back Lane ... East street 

In 1233, the year m wliieb the Frrary was erected, 
•here were very few houses near it ; but before the year 
1347, all the amcient streets tiained rn the above list 
Had been founded, and some of them were of a much 
remoter date. In 1610 the town occupied very nearly 
the same space of ground that it now does, so that m 
mere extent Reading has not much increased since 
that period, but -the number of its houses is more 
tlian ten times as great ; every street now consists of 
its regiikrr and undivided lines of houses, while, aft 
the time Speed's map was taken (1610) Vastern-lane, 
Boarded-laue, Pii(my-lane, Kate's Grove-lane, Church- 
street, East-street, with great part of West-street. 
Seven Bridges, Horn-street, Southampton-nreet, and 
Cross-street, besides most of the courts and entries, 
were then only partially built on» 1 he middle row of 
houses, between the Pun^p and the Cage (or Compter 
Prison), as they appear in Speed's Plan of Reading, 
were taken down in 1613, aceordi^ig to M r. Blagrave's 
will, and as the prosperity of the town continued to 
increase, the iuhahitauts ' began to attend to its 
improvement, which appears to have been nes^lected 
since the alterations effected in accordance wuh the 
will of the gentleman above named. In. 1760, Mr. 
John Richards, an eminent draper, and alderman of 
the borough, purchased a row of houses which had 
long divided the present King-street into two lanes, 
called Sun-lane and Back-lane, which he pulled 
down, and converted the site into one open street for 
the benefit of the publre. The new street received 
the appellation which it now bears in honour of the 

^ It is this c'ay agreed, by the company present, that all kind 
of boatmen as do use this town, shall bring all kind of fish, 
which they do bring, into the Cheese-rewe, alias Fish-rewe, 
except it be all shell fish, and as for roots, onions and such 
Uke, theye male sell them in their boate, paying toll therefore.'' 
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ercession of Qeorfre HI. wbo ascended the tlirone of 
the United Kin((4oin in the year above mentioned, it 
lias been very justly remarked that If this improve- 
nent had been extended by taking down the houses 
Mrhich separate Butcher-row and Fisher-row, the 
communication between the western parts of the 
town and the market-place would have been rendered 
much more convenient than it now is ; the truth of 
the remark is self evident, and the necessity 
of the fliiteration seems 4o have been apparent at 
60 early a date, that i( is said Archbishop Laud 
bad projected a plan not only for the improvement 
afterwards effected by Mr. Richards, but also for 
ChrowiuflT open Butcher Row and Fisher Row into one 
street, and for considerably extending and beautifying 
Broad Street, in which he was born. 

In 1550 the town was pa9«d with flints and round 
pebbles, which rendered the streets, though of them- 
selves hroad and stately, -very inconvenient to foot 
passengers. Dr. Lloyd^ in a letter dated 1641, and 
addressed to Dr. Bayly, president of St. John's, re- 
commends the latter to make application to Archbishop 
Laud for permission to expend the fines, from one of 
liis Grace's benefactions, every eighth year, upon 
pitching the streets with stone, and in repairing the 
bridge and adjacent highways ; adding his assurance 
that the inhalniants would retain a more sensible add 
sweeter savour «f the archbishop's wunificenoe from 
this permtstflofi than from ail other liberalfty. llie 
application however was either never made, or if so» 
was unsuccessful, for the streets remained for many 
years in a ruinous state, from the negligent manner 
in which they were generally repaired; each inhabi- 
tant was obliged to keep in repair so much of the 
pitching before his house as extended from his door 
to the kennel which divided the street in the middle? 
the consequence was, that every householder being 

fermitted to follow his own fancy ad to the way of 
eeping his allotted space in repair, and no two 
householders being ever found to agree in their 
Viethods, the streets were rendered botli inconvenient 
and unhealthy ; iaconveuieut from the uneveuness of 



d by Google 



230 HMTOAT OP ABADINO.' 

of the pitchin^y as well as dangerous and IncomiBo* 
dions at ni j(lit from tlie posts^ rails, and trees, dispersed 
over them ; impassable too in heavy rains, when the 
one central kennel became of course flooded ; and 
unhealthy from the sti^ated waters which collected 
in the hollows, caused by the neglect of observing a 
true level. To remedy these inconveniences, a bill 
was brought into parliament, in 1784*, '* for paving, 
watching, and lignting the Town of Reading," and 
which, notwithstanding all the advantages to be 
derived from it, met with much apparently inex- 
plicable opposition, which, though it did not succeed 
m defeating the measure, materiallv encreased the 
ezpences of carrying it, safely and securely, into 
effect; the inhabitants are indebted for all the ad- 
vantages and comfort which this improvement has 
conferred upon the town, to the persevering efforts 
of John Deane, Esq., who was Mayor of the borough^ 
at the period of the introduction of the bill into the 
House of Commons. The act of parliament which was 
thus procured, authorised the Commissioners to assess 
the houses of all the occupiers within the borough, at 
the following rate .—sixpence in the pound for all 
houses, the rents whereot amounted to not less than 
five pounds per annum, and did not exceed twenty:— 
nine-pence in the pounds for all houses above twenty 
pounds per annum, and under forty: — and one 
shilling in the pound for all houses of whidi the oc-» 
Ottpiers paid a nigher yearly rental than forty pounds. 
Instead of waiting for the slow progress of rusing the 
rates before commencing the work, (a proceeding 

* The high roads leading into the town had been greatly 
improved in the earlier part of the century mentioned above, 
previous to which ihey haajbeen during a long coarse of years 
almost impassable ; so much so, indaed, that *' nearly within 
the limits of the horongh, a smgle carriage could seldom 
proceed on its journey, until others came up to its assistance.*' 
The whole western line between London and Bath remained in 
the same disagreeable state till the evil was remedied by the 
formation of turnpike roads, a few years before which, the 
journey between those two places, in unfavourable wett&er, 
required as much time as it now takes to perform the joomey 
between the metropolis and Edinburgh. 
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which would have defeated the ends of the bill) the 
Commissioners raised the money necessary to carry 
their measures into effeet, by borrowing eight hundred 
pounds on two lives at the race of ten per cent, but 
this amount raised by life annuities being found in- 
sufficient for the purpose, a further sum of one thous^ 
and pounds was borrowed, by a voluntary loan, free 
of interest. By the aid of these sums, the useful 
work was completed, in a very short time; the first 
stone was laid, on the first of August, 1785, on which 
day a numerous body of the friends to the bill, went 
in procession to the house of the Mayor, John Deane, 
Esq., in Castle street, and in compliment to that gen- 
tleman, by whose exertions the act had been pro- 
cured, the first stone was laid before his house, with 
the following inscription. 

''By virtue of an act passed this present Session, 
in the 25th year of tlie reign of His Majesty, King 
George the Third, for paving this borough, this firsC 
•tone was laid« the 8th day of August, 1785, 

John Deane, Esq., Mayor.** 

Nimis aSpera ssdo levmUt cultu 
Oppidi cultits olBciuiii magistratda. 
J. F. Hill, Masoiu 

The Town has greatly improved, under the poweri 
granted by this act, though the rate levied in order t« 
enable the Commissioners to keen the borough clean, 
properly paved, and well-lit, was long and strenuously 
resisted; in 1794, application was made to parlii^ 
ment for a Sunday Toll, to lesson the tax on the inha- 
bitants of Reading for paving, lighting, and watching 
the town, but it Was not attended with success, ana 
has not, we believe, been repeated. Tlie town is now Ik 
with gas;* by the provisions of the act above named* 
the process of lignting was by lamps furnished with 
oil, and which were suspendecl in front of the houses, 
at due intervals of space, from Michaelmas to Lady 
Day; before the period of the bill, the streets were 
never regularly, and consequently always Ill-lighted ; 
at what time lights were first introduced here, at all, 

* The Town was first Ut with gas in the year 1%L9* 
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is not kaown, biU from the fMoxnng entry in the 
Corporation Diwj, dated 1666, it is dear it could not 
have been preYions to that year: " upon the petition 
of Richard lliddett. Bellman, agreed that he be allowed 
ten shillings for his pains in warning the inhabitants 
to hang out lanthoms^ and candles, in the dark nights." 

SUPPLY OF WATER. 

The town is supplied with water from the river 
Kennet, by pipes, which communicate with a reser- 
voir in Broad-street, and also from several wells which 
have been opened in various streets, and it is remark- 
able that those wells, which are situated near the 
above river, rise and fall with the Thames which is at 
a much greater distance from them. It is supposed, 
from this circumstance, that the bed of the Tliames is 
much lower than that of the Kennet, and detaches its 
springs under the bed of the latter; this is possibly 
true for the bed of the Kennet, in its passage throns^h 
the town, is formed of hard impervious clay, while 
that of the Thames consists of chalk, a material which 
readily imbibes water, and in digging for welli here 
it has been found necessary to penetrate this substratum 
of chalk, before water coula be procured. That the 
Thames, however, does not form the only source from 
whence the wells are supplied, is proved by the di£ference 
in the qualities of the springs m various parts of the 
town. At the Bridewell, the water is so corrosive that 
in the space of twelve years, it perforated the cistern 
like a sieve, three or four times ; this hard quality of 
the water, in a greater, or less degree is observable in 
all the wells on the north sides ofFriar-street, Broad-^ 
street. Minster-street, and Castle-street, and also on 
the more elevated half of the opposite side of the latter 
street, while on the lower half, and on the south sides 
of all the above streets, and in Gun-street, the water 
in the wells is so free from every corrosive matter, 
that it has not been found requisite to repair the leaden 
pipes for a whole century ; as this increased degree of 
softness is found in the springs the nearer they apr 
proack the Kennet, it is probably derived from that 
river, ihfi quality of which partakes of the soil over 
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wliicli it flows; from its source to the point where, 
afier passing^ throuf^h Readinir, it unites its waters 
.with the 'I hames, the Kennet runs over a soil com* 
posed of peat and vegetable matter, or stiff clay, the 
ffreat preoominance of the former is sufficient to ren- 
der the water soft, while the chalky substratum of the 
Thames, abounding, as it does, with sulphate of lime, 
is supposed to impregnate the water with the corrosive 
quality it possesses ; and which, rendering it unfit for 
many domestic purposes, induced some spirited per- 
sons to erect works to obtain a more abunaant sujpply 
from the waters of the Kennet, and to distribute it at 
asmallexpence to most of the houses in the town. This 
necessary undertaking was planned in 1694, and, two 
years after, the mayor and corporation granted to 
Ambrose Crawley, Daniel Dennell, Edward Dyson, 
and Richard Low bridge, the lease of a piece of land 
near the Kennet, called Brownhill, for a thotisand 
years, at the yearly rent of five shillings, to erect their 
engine house; and in the following year the same per- 
sons obtained a lease from George Blagrave, Esq., of 
a piece of land, near the mills in St. Giles's parish, 
called Mill Orchard ; with liberty of taking a sufficient 
quantity of water out of the Kennet, not exceeding 
~100 square inches, (for the purpose of turning the 
water wheel) at the annual rent of £S for a thousand 
3'ears. The supply thus raised from the small and 
imperfect engine was, for a long space of time, very 
inadequate to the necessities of the town ; the man- 
agers were void of skill, the works were not kepi in 
repair, through a deficiency of funds, and were daily 
becoming more inefficient, through the neglect of 
those who held proprietorships, and who had acquired 
the little interest they possessed in the concern, from 
. having purchased, at a low price, the original large 
-shares, which had been subdivided and sold to various 
individuals, many of whom did not reside in the town. 
This disgraceful state of the water supply continued 
till the commencement of the present century, when 
the principal shares were purchased by two gentlemen 
of the place, who erected a very superior engine, on 
an improved principle^ and who are enabled to supply 
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tbe most distant and hififhest parts of the town witk 
water, and with so f^reat a degree of certainly, that 
it is seldom interrupted, except at periods of high 
floods, or severe frosts. 

INLAND NAVIGATION. 

The Kennett, which enters Berkshire at Hunger- 
ford, was rendered navigable from Newbury to Ready- 
ing in the year 1716; the bill that was brought into 
parliament, previoiM to the measure being effected, 
met with great opposition from various parties in 
the town; the inhabitants geiierally taking every means 
to obstruct its progress through the house, from the 
persuasion that the change would materially affect, if 
not entirely ruin their trade ; the corporation opposed 
it, under the plea of supposed danger to the several 
bridges: and the proprietors of the water works and 
milU, and the owners of the wharfs also resisted the 
innovation, and prayed to be heard by counsel at the 
bar of the house, against the bill; which notwith- 
standing the zealous efforts of its adversaries, passed 
the Commous on the Idth of August, and received the 
royal absent shortly after. The powers however which 
were thus granted to the commissioners for improving 
the navigation of the Kennett, were found to be inacU 
equate for the purpose ; but they were considerably 
enlarged bv a new bill obtainea in 1 720, and which 
passed the hoi^se without meeting with any opposition 
from this borough. The carrying this measure into 
effect has not been attended with any of those disas- 
trous results to the trade of the town, which were at 
first foretold,* but, on the contrary, has been rathw 

* ** The extensive tract of inland navigation, now opened, 
which is daily extending itself through the king^onii has in- 
creased the trade of Reading to a very considerable degree. 
From tiie centre of V^tshire to Reading there is now a navi. 
jnttion of 34 miles, affording on the one hand, by means of the 
Thames, an introduction for the various articles of merchandize 
from London and Oxford, -where the communication witk 
Birmingham, and the potteries in Staffordshire, is regular and 
expeditious, and a ready market for peat, peat«ashes and coids. 
On the other hand, it facilitates the exportation of cheese, the 
great staple of North Wiltshire : the price oi carriage of that 
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beaefidal tliBB otherwise to tbe f^eneral inlerestd of 
tlie place ; wbiit triflinsr JosB may have been eustained 
at the period of thi« extension of the navigation, has 
be^ compensated for by a new influx of trade, arisinip 
from the communication now opened with Batb and 
Bristol, and the north-west parts of thfi kiniefdom, by 
means of the Kennett and Avon canal ; and the prin- 
cipal articles derived from this chanitel of communi- 
catiou at present are Bath free-siene and Somersetshire 
pit coals, which have been introduced here in consi- 
derable quantities. The productions of 

"The Kennett swift, for sflver eels renowned," 

are, besides that fish, pike, cray fish, chub, roach, and 
dace ; barbel is caught in it as far west as Newbury, 
and it also produces, very near this town, trout of a 
very delicate flavour; some have been taken measuring 
forty-five inches in length, and weighing mure than 
fifteen pounds.* From the High Bridge to itb junction 
with the Thames, the Kennett, by authority ofparlia- 
ment, is placed under the controul of the Thames 
Commissioners : the navigation above the High Bridge 
it very intricate and dangerous, but it has been much 
improved below that by the cutting and erecting a 
cana] and pound lock, llie High Bridge was formerly 
of wood, but the corporation took down the old struc- 

artide firom Hnngcgford, being now only lbs. per ton, little 
more than one third tfthenrioe by land carriage. Bj this line 
of navigation is conveyei Aalk for manure, day and flints for 
the potteries In Staffordshire, besides the Tarious heavv artides 
brought from Wales, through Bristol, for London ;" and the 
facilities have encreased, witii a corresponding diminution in 
the ezpence of carriage, since the above was written by Mr. 
Coates. 

* '' On the first of November, 1755, being the same day on 
which the dtv of Lisbon was destroyed by an earthquake, a re- 
markable agitation was perceived here, in the waters of the 
Kennet, whether this phenomenon was at all connected with 
that melancholy event, wooid be difficult to ascertain, but from 
the coinddence of time, and from the like agitation having been 
percdved tn Plymouth on the same day such a connection seems 
oy no means improbable.*' 

Philosophical Transactions, quoted in Man's Reading. 
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lure in 1787. and erected the present ele^^ant stone 
one, of a simple arch, with handsome balastrades, 
OYcr the same part of the river, between Duke Street 
and London street, at a considerable expence. A new 
iron bridge has also been recentl^r erected over the 
river, on the new Hue of the jtreat western road,* and 
the stream is now rendered navigable for all vessels 
not exceeding 128 tons burden. Till a very late 
period, Reading was very deficient in the possession 
of large and convenient wharfs, and without which, 
the advantages arising from water carnage are con- 
siderably decreased in value, llie few places here for 
landing goods, except the wharfs held by tenants of 
the Crown lands, were never of any great magnitude, 
till within these few years, when a very commodious 
wharf and dock were constructed. This desirable 
improvement was completed in 1828, and has, we 
believe, been attended with all the favourable results 
that were anticipated at the period of the first pro- 
jection of the scheme. 

From the reign of Edward VII. to that of Charles I. 
the freemen o^ the town possessed the privilege of 
landing all their goods, wharfage free, at a particular 
spot near the High Bridge, called the Common Landing 
Place. This wharf was under the jurisdiction of the 
corporation, at whose expence it was kept in repair, 
and who received in return the wharf duties on all 
articles landed there, which were npt the property of 
burgesses of the town. How this right became lost 
to the inhabitants is not known, but it is supposed to 
have fallen into disuse during the confusions caused 
by the mil wars. Mr. Man thinks that in point of 
equity it might still be supposed to exist, as the 
inhabitants do not appear ever to have formally sur- 
rendered the privilege, but merely to have discon- 
tinued it during turbulent times, and afterwards to 

* The following inscription is on a sqnare tablet of stone, 
inserted in the brick work, on one side of the bridge : — 

" This bridge was erected at the expence of the Crown ; the 
site thereof being determined by the Commissioners for the 
Thames navigation." The year in which the bridge was com- 
pleted, 1832, is inscribed on the iron work, beneath* 
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hav^ forg^otten it altogcether. The following' agreement 
made between the citizens of London and the burg* 
esaes of Reading, shews that they were possesed of 
another privilege in ancient times, not less useful in 
its way than the one we have just melitioned, but 
considerably more singular — that of being exempt 
from the payment of tolls in the metropolis. 

'' In the court in the interior chamber of the 
Guildhall of the city of London^ held on the fifth day 
of July, in the seventh year of the reign of Queea 
Elizabeth, before those great and respectable men, the 
lord mayor and aldermen of the said city of London, 
among other things it was agreed : — 

*^ That all the burghess^ of the town of Reading, 
in the county of Berks, shall, immediately after suck 
time as this court shall be truly certified of their 
names in writing, under the common seal of their said 
town, be discharged of toll within this city, according 
to the ancient allowance of their liberties to them 
made by this court in their behalf." 

"Blackwell/' 

We have already spoken of the Forbury beinff 
considered common by the inhabitants, a right which 
has been always tenaciously asserted by the corpora- 
tion and inhabitants in general, who do not allow 
that their prescriptive right of holding fairs in it, 
and using it as a place of amusement and exercise, is 
at all affected because this spot, with other of the 
abbey lands, is let to private individuals, who consider 
it as freehold. The burgesses held formerly another 
right of common at Portman's Brook, or Potman's 
Brook, as it is now erroneously called ; the privilege 
itself has been lost beyond the memory of man, and 
though the brook is still in existence, it is not known 
on which side of the road the commonable land was 
situated. A still popular tradition points out the Vas* 
terns as having formerly belonged to the town's people, 
and the tradition is supposd to be strengthened by the 
probable derivation of the word from the old law 
term, Fastttmt signifying a waste or common. But it 
ha^ been conjectured that the place here designated 
was on the opposite side of the road, and what is now 
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called Ho(f Moors; this land is Ibe property of the 
(jurporation, who may have enclosed it, as lords of the 
toil, in the civil wars, or soon after, a proceedinjif 
rendered the more easy from part of the fortifications 
of the town havinjif been constructed on it, and its 
importance conaequently lessened in the opinion of 
the inhabitants. 

TRADE AKD MARKETS. 

The trade of Reading with respect to manufactories 
Is no longer considerable. It in some measure owes 
its present consequence to the woollen trade, estab- 
lished here in the reign of Edward I. There is n 
legend of somewhat doubtful authority^ that Thomas 
Cole, commonly called the rich clothier of Reading, 
amassed an immense fortune in the exercise of the 
above branch of business. He is reported to have 
maintained 140 married servants, besides 300 poor 
people whom he set to work ; and that '* his wains 
with cloth filled the highway from Reading to London, 
to the stopping of King Henry I. in his progress, 
which king gratified Cole with a standard yard, the 
length of his royal arm ; but the truth is, it was the 
arm of Edward I. which was the adequation of a yard. 
The whole story is uncertain, yet Cole may be 
accounted eminent in this kind/'* The woollen manu- 
factory was greatly encouraged by Queen Elizabeth, 
during whose reign it was carried on to an extent 
never equalled at any preceding period. It continued 
to increase till the reign of Charles I., but the civil 
wars of that unhappy age gave a check to its prosper- 
ity which was never recovered. It continued ^adually 
to decline till the commencement of the eighteenth 
century, about which time it was entirely lost. On its 
extinction, great encouragement was ^iven to the 
manufacturing of sail cloth, an enterprise which has 
proved very successful. The material produced here 
was remarkable for its strength and whiteness, owing to 
a peculiar process to which the yarn was exposed in 
boiling, previous to its being woven, and was princi- 
pally purchased by Government for the use of the 

* Eaglaad's Worthies In Church and State. 
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navy, and by the Eaat India Company. The number 
of looms employed here, in this branch alone, 
amounted to nearly 200, and some of them were 
capable of weavinf( cloths six or seven yards wide. 

llie articles of exportation from this town consist 
of flour, timber, hoops, bark, wool, com« malt,* 
seeds of every description, and linen. The imports 
include iron, deals, spirits, beer, cheese, ji^rocery, 
staves, Portland stone, Bath free stone, bricks, hemp, 
flax, corn, hides, leather, and coals. It will be per- 
ceived from the above list that the articles of expor- 
tation consist chiefly of the rude produce of the sur- 
rounding country, the soil of which, particularly in 
the neiffhbourhood of the town, is admirably adapted 
for the finest sort of wheat, about twenty thousand 
sacks of flour are annually sent to the metropolis, but 
this quantity varies accordlnsf to the fertility of the 
season ; in like manner the uncertainty of the markets 
affects the seed trade in >reneral ; aiid it deuends en- 
tirely upon the fertility or deficiency of tne crops, 
whether corn becomes an article of export or import; 
in favorable seasons great quantities are exported to 
the metropolis and other places, but at periods of 
scarcity it is imported in quantities of equally consi- 
derable magnitude; the flour mills are chiefly situated 
in the two streams which branch off from the Kennet, 
near the town. The trade In malt has much decreased 
of late years ; and the importation of coals from the 
London market has been very much reduced, owing 
to the introduction of pit-coal, by the Oxford canal, 
in boats of 25 tons burthen, previous to which nearly 
six thousands chaldrons were annually obtained from 
the metroplis; the whole of the export and import 
trade, by water carriage, amounts to about fifty thous- 
and tons every year; in addition to which may be 
reckoned about one hundred tons by land carriage, in 
which the various road- waggons and coaches are en- 
gaged. 

* *' Some of tlie barges, in which their malt is sent to Lon- 
don, will carry one thousand or twelve hundred quarters.'' 

Smollett's All Nations. 



d by Google 



240 ntSfORT or READING. 

Tlie two market davd are Wednesdays and Satttf^' 
days, the former chiefly for the sale of fruit, and the 
latter principally for corn, (upwards of fifty thousand' 
quarters of whieli are annually sold) ancl also for 
butchers' meat, fruit, butter, ejfgs, poultry, &c. Tht 
corn market consists of a spacious open piece of 
ground, of an irregular form, one side of which is 
occupied by the church of St. Lawrance, and the others 
by shops in which various trades are exercised. The 
necessary repairs of the market are defrayed by the 
corporation, for which they exact a toll of one pint 
out of each sack, for all the corn sold in the market. 
This toll is farmed on a lease for years; and its ralue^ 
of course, varies accordinfr to the price of the com- 
modity. In the last year of the eij^hteenth century, 
which was remarkable for the almost total failure of 
the crops througho\it the kingdom, wheat was sold in 
this market, though the neighbourhood of Reading 
had suffered less from the wetness of the season than 
other districts, at the enormous price of 180s. per- 
quarter, a price which continued gradually increasing 
till the middle of the month of March of the ensuing 
year, when it was sold at an average of 195s. per 
quarter; but prospects of an abundant crop appearing 
after that period, and expectation being entertained 
of a general peace, the price began to decline, and 
had nearly fallen to its usual level before the ensuing 
year 1802.* 

About Michaelmas, when the com market is at the 
highest, the number of farmers' waggons, bringing 
the produce of the country to market is upwards of 
two hundred per day; some of these return empty, but 
others carry back stable-dung, ashes, chalk, coals, and 

* Edward II. being at Reading, in the year 1314, his officers 
seized twenty three quarters of oats, belonging to Nicholes At- 
Oke, of Stratfield Mortimer, for the king's chickens, and as 
moch litter as was valned at thirteen shillings, which he had 
provided for the reception of his landlord, ti^e bishop of St. 
Davids. On a petition to parliament, satisfaction was ordered 
to be made to the owner, the officers having refased to pay 
either for the litter or the corn. The latter was valued at 
X3 13s. ^.—Lyson's Berkshire. 
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'Various retail articles from the shops. For tlie more 
atrict enforcement of the tolls it has been CAacted, 
that any persons who are dealers in corn, in the mar- 
ket, and neglect to make a declaration accordingly, 
to the corn inspector, subject themselves to a penalty 
of ^20 for every calendar month they omit to do so ; 
dealers are also liable to another penalty of the same 
amount, for each return they neglect to make of corn 
purchased by them, during the week. 

Accordinfi^ to the weekly returns of the average 
quantity and price of the several sorts of grain sold in 
this market, in the year 1800, the proportions are as 
follows :— 



OQ 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peas. 



i 

60«. 


• 

if 

400 




11 


|3 


20,800 


80 qrs. 


£62,400 


34 


350 


18,200 


70 


30,940 


26 


120 


6,240 


24 


8,112 


37 


110 


6,720 


22 


10,682 


47 


70 


3,640 


15 


8,554 


204 


1050 


54,600 


211 


120,588 



Total. 204 1050 54,600 211 120,588 464 

Tlie following shews the Corn Return for one week* 
dated Reading, January 22, 1833 :— 



Species. 


Imp. measure 
Total quant. 

Qrs. Bus. 


Total Amount. 


Price per qr. 
Imp. measure 




£ 


«. 


d. 


£ s, d. 


Wheat. 


660 2 


1921 


10 


6 


2 18 2 


Barley. 


836 


1191 


10 





1 8 6 


Oats. 


182 2 


166 


16 


6 


18 4 


Rye. 

















Beans. 


14 4 


28 


12 


6 


1 19 5. 


Pease. 


7 4 


14 








1 18 



Prices of com in Reading market during the above 
month: — Wheat, 44*. to 66g; Barley, 26*. to 34*; 
Oats, 16*. to 23*; Beans, 36*. to 42#. 'SuT; Peas, 38*; 
price of Flour 40*. to 45*. per sack. 

The provision market is held in a buildinff between 
the market place and Fisher Row, from both of which 
places it has au entrance; the building forms a long 
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square, balf of which is occupied by two ranp^efi df 
butcher's shops, with a chear space between them, Itir 
the convenience of purchasers ; and the other half is 
allotted for the use of die market women,, who comb 
here with various articles of produce ; and the whofe 
h covered with a lijfht roof supported by pillars. Th« 
fishmongers' and hucksters' stalls are i'n a square, open 
area at the south end of the building', near which is ft 
portico, enclosed with Iron orates, and over it, sup^ 
ported on stone eolumns is the' reBidenee of the clerk 
of the market, who is s^enerafly one of the ser^eanffe 
at mace ; the tolls for the use of the stalls, and this 
rents of the butcher's shops are received by the cor- 
poration; who also receive the toll of the weekly 
market for store pi^s, situated between Friar-street 
and Broad-street, with a communication opening into 
each ; the usual stallage toll is all the advantage that 
Ibe corporation derives from this market, the ground 
¥eing priivi^ property. 

FAIRS. 

There are four fairs held here during the year ; vfz : 
fliree on the follo>ving days : the 2nd oi February, Ist 
of May, and 25th of July, chiefly for the sale of horses 
and cows ; the latter was originally established by a 
charter of Henry II, and ordered to commence and be 
kept during one whole day of the festival of St. 
James the Apostle, and the three days following, llie 
last and principal fair of the year is held on the 2 Ist 
and 22nd of September, wlten from three to five huH- 
dreed tons of cheese are brought from Gloucestershire, 
Wiltshire, and other dairy counties ; and large quanti- 
ties of birch brooms are frequently taken. by the cartcfra 
en their return, and disposed of in the different tow^s 
they pass through on their way home; this fair is also 
a statute one for the hiring of male and female ser- 
vants. Previous to the year 1697, the cheese fair was 
I&eld in Fisher's Rovi;, then ealkd Cheese Row, and a 
person was appoint^ by the corporation for the pur- 
pose of weighing, in the adjoining wool hall, all the 
cheese that was sold ; it was subsequent to the above 
year, ordered to be kept in the Forbury, on aceoaa$ 
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of the old 8pot beinof found two confined to receive all 
the cheese that was broug^ht, and generally incon«> 
trenient both to the buyers and sellers. 'The fol- 
lowing command was Issued at tint tim^t ^ordered 
that the next St Matthew's fair be kept at the west 
end of the Forbury, from the path leading towards 
the king's meadow,' for the selling of cheese and hops; 
St. Lawrence's church walk for the servants^ and the 
town hall for the serges '* Neither hops nor serges 
have been sold at this fair for many years ; it is sup- 
posed that the latter declined with the woollen manu«> 
factures of the town ^ It is, however, still attended by 
a few clothiers from the wpst of £ngland. In addition 
to these, there is also a cattle market held every Mon^ 
^ay morning, where a large show of fine cattle may 
be seen, which are on th^ir way to Smhhfield, from 
the western parts of the country $ to prevent forestall- 
isg, and for the convenience of the inhabitants, the 
market hours are regulated bv the mayor for the time 
being ; they commence at eight in the summer season* 
and an hour later during winter. 

PRIVILEGES MUNICIPAL AND PAROCHIAL. 

Reading claims the privilege of a borough by pre^ 
scription,* from the 2.3rd of Edward I. The right of 
voting was adjudged, in 1708, to be possessed by free* 
tnen who were not paupers, and who had not for two 
years previous to an election received assistance from 
any of the town charities, and by the-inhabitants pay<- 
Ing sco> and lot. At the accession of Geotge I, when 
the partisans of the Stuart dynasty employed their 
most strenuous efforts to return to parliament as many 
members as thev could who were friends to the cause 
of the abdicateci family, the elections were carried on 
with great party warmth all over the kingdom, and 
the contest here was one of the severest ever' known. 
The whig interest was supported by the majority of 
the middling class of the inhabitanit oC Reading, while 
the mob, upheld with more than iteustially enlightened 
zeal, the cause and fortunes of the tory party, which 
consisted principally of pot-wabblers, an overwhelming 
tnuhitude resting their right to vote for members 
to serve in parliament for this borough, upon proving 

r2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 HISTORY OF RKADIKG. 

that they had been accustomed to boil a pot within lU 
limits ; the town, on this oceaaion, is described af 
having all the appearance of a large camp of gypsies,; 
'* fires being lighted in every street and alley, for even 
lodgers were entitled to this privilege." This zealous 
Biajority returned tu the first Hanoverian parliaaient 
Robert Clarges and Felix Calvert, Esquires, who were 
elected in opposition .to IMr. W. Cadogan, a declared 
friend to the house of Brunswick. This return, how- 
ever, was petitioned against by the respectable house?- 
holders whose claim to exercise the right of voting 
rested upon a somewhat more worthy foundation than 
tiiat of their opponents, the pot-wab biers, which was 
Bever acknowledged afterwards, for the committee^ 
appointed to take the petition into consideration, hav- 
ing heard all the evidence produced, declared the 
election null and void, and that the right of voting waa 
solely in the inhabitants paying scot and lot, by whom 
}t has ever since been exercised f the late bill has, 
iiowever, extended the suffrages of the borough^ 
whose representatives, at present, in the first reformed 
parliament are Charles Fyshe Palmer and Charles 
ttussell. Esquires.* 

The courts held at Reading are those of the Leut 
Assizes, for the county, and the county quarter ses- 
;Hons, twice a year. The town sessions, also, at which 
t^e mayor and recorder preside, are held four timea 
a year, for the Edging all offences committed within 
the limits of the borough, (which, by its charter, is of 
itself a county) except eapitalones; and another court 
is held every Wednesday ,f by the Mayor, called the 
eourt of Record, for hearing and settling trivial cases, 
requiring summary justice, andwhich are not of suf- 
iicent importance to be sent to the quarter sessions; 
the jurymen, at the latter, are selected from among 
the inhabitants, but they arc exempt from serving on 
any assize jury, or even on that of the county quarter 

* The number of voters was, in 1816, 1060 ; in 1631 , about 
1200. 

t Except in the weeks of Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost; 
see the charter of Charles I, page 43 ► 
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sessions witen they are held iti the town, neither do 
they pay^aol money or county rates. The inhabitants, 
however, have, for the last century, been called upoit 
to contribute towards the expences incurred by main- 
taining and prosecuting the borough prisoners, and 
liolding inquests,* but th€f greater share came from 
the funds of the corporation, until the end of the yea^ 
1830, at the Easter sessions of the following year, 
the corporate body levied an additional rate for de- 
fraying the expenccs above mentioned; this proceed- 
ing met with some oppositi^on, but it was the opinion 
of counsel that borough parishes cannot resist the de- 
mand of corporate bodies thus exeicised, and the ex- 
pcnces of the quarter sessions will in future be paid 
by the parish officers out of the poor rates. Tlie de- 
mand of an additional rate by the corporation was nd 
voluntary act of that respectable body, but was mad6 
at the express interference of government, and in 
obedience to an act of parliament which distinctly 
directs that these expenses should be collected by the 
overseers, and paid out of the poor rates. 

llie dissolution of the religious houses was a heavv 
misfortune to the poor generally, throughout Englanc^ 
and those of Reading md not escape the pressure of it 
more than others of their class who depend^ chieflf 
on the relief afforded them from the funds bequeathed 
by pious persons, and distributed by the monks. They 
were then reduced to wait for their support froni 
casual charity; this source was soon found to be totally 
inadequate to their necessities; in the year 1577» the 
voluntary contributions of the inhabitants of St. Mary^i 
parish amounted to no more than thirty-nine shillings; 
a sum which could be of tittle utility in supplying the 
wants for a whole year, of the agea and Infirm poof 
of an extensive district. To remedy this general evil^ 
au act was passed in the 34th of Queen Elizabeth, fot 
levying a rate on the parishioners, and appointing over*- 
aeers to divide* the produce in administering to the 

* ** The mayor is coroner for the town by virtae of his offioe^ 
but appoints a deputy, ufoally the town derk, who is oonJunaei 
in his office by the kbg's sign mamial." 

- Cbate^sHlstory ofReading, p.4^ 
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Iiecessities of the poor in eack parish ^ thi^enactmeftt 
uiiiveNally demanded, and popular at that period, is 
considered the origin of the present poor laws, a 
system so humane in principle, and so itteffective» ta 
management. 

When the rate waa first levied the parishes were 
called upon for what was called week's pay; each 
paridh, according to its extent and means, being 
obliged to furnish a corresponding number of weeks' 
pay to be applied to the maintenance of the poor during 
the current year. St. Mary's parish it is thought con- 
tributed, at first, twenty weeks' pay, at twelve shillings 
per week, which would amount to twelve pounds an* 
nually for the use of the poor of thai parish ; the in- 
liabitants, however, were differently assessed, being 
divided into four classes, of which, each person in the 
first class, paid two-pence ; in the second, three half- 
pence ; in the third, a penny ; and in the fourth, one 
naif-penny. In 1607 the amount of rate, collected in 
St. Mary's, had increased to ^17 12«. 5(/, the inhabir 
tants having been called upon to furnish pay for anaddi« 
tional number of weeks; this call continued to increase 
so rapidly, that in 1674, when the parish was assessed 
for 100 weeks' pay, the alarmed church- wardens and 
overseers made an order signifying, that if any person 
should receive a stranger into his house, and not give 
security, within forty days, that he should not become 
chargeable to the parish, such person should have hia 
taxes doubled; and they very properly carried their 
law into effect, two years afterwaras, in the person of 
a certain Richard Landers, who had foolishly incurred 
the penalty, and found himself obliged to pay it. The 
obnoxious rate continued to encrease alarmingly up 
to the year 17S7> when the great number of weeks 
pay demanded for that year is supposed to have been 
the reason of the present mode of assessing the inha- 
bitants having been adopted, by a pound rate on lands, 
liouses, and stock in trade, in' the proportion of two 
thirds on houses, and the full amount of the rate on 
lands. Mr. Man quotes from the parish registers a 
table of assessments taken every tenth year, showing 
tbe^ at firsts graduate but, subseq^nently, rapid en* 
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cfeaise in the numbers of the orif^inal week rate; and 
the amount levied in the three parishes by the presenc 
tto4eof assesdinent, in 1812; both of which we sub- 
join. 

Y-earsu Weeks pay. Yeara. Weeks pay. 
1647 2i 1707 286 

1657 40 1.717 -838 
1667 63 1727 312 
1677 156 1737 442 
1687 «08 1747 364 
1697 338 1767 M7 

Amount Levied In 1812. 



On Houses 


On Land 


OnStock 


Amt of Rate. 


8, d. 


s.d. 


8, d. 


£ 8. d. 


St. Mary's 7 


10 6 


2 6 


3789 11 6 


St. Lawrence's 6 


9 


3 


2579 11 4 


8t. 6ile8*« 4 Q 


6 3 




2616 e 3{ 



Total of one year. £8985 .3 1^ 

The rates are, at present, highest in the parish of 
St. Lawrenee, where they are seven shillings and nine- 
Aence in the pound*. In St. Mary's, they are only 
^nr shillings and sixpence on two thirds of the 
rental, or three shillings in the pound on the rack 
irents, and they are still lower in the parish of St. 
Giles. It is hoped when the abbey property and the 
new road become occupied, and when the measures 
taken by the overseers to afford employment to the 
paupers shall have been fairly tried, that the rates 
will be as low in the parish of St. Lawrenc e as In 
dther of the other two. These periods, we believe* 

* In the year 179S, tke rates in this |»airish, raised for the 
relief of the poor« were only two shillings in the pound on the 
value of houses, and three sMllings in tiie pound on land, or 
fi(tock in trade : the land tax of the same parish for the same 

Sar, at four shillings in the pound, amounted to £787 199. 6dL 
. St. Giles's parish, during the same period, the poor rates 
were four shiiUngs in the pound, on land ; and two shillings 
and eight pence in the pound, on houses ; two years after the 
rate on land was encreased to seven shillings and sixpence in 
the pound, and that on houses to five shiUixiffs. It will thus 
i^pear, that since the earliest of the above periods the rates ia 
t^e parish of St. Lawrence have encreased, while those of St 
Gileses parish have-diminished. 
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are not far distant. The site of the abbey is to be 
converted into a square, and the houses now occupy- 
ing that site are fast undergoing the work of destruc- 
tion. Among the relics of the old building that 
destroyed are the walls, and the Saxon arches at the 
end of the refectory, but it is said the latter have 
been purchased by a gentleman who intends to 
re-erect them. On taking down a cieling in oneof 
the houses lately occupied, an ancient grained oak 
roof was discovered; it extended nearly the whole 
length of the house, is slightly arched, and from its 
style there is no doubt of its having been removed 
from the abbey, where it may possibly have formed 
the roof of the refectory. Two ancient stone fire 
places have been also brought to light, with a great 
variety of carved stone mouldings, and other interest- 
ing relics of the olden time. The other improve- 
ments, by which a considerable reduction in the rates 
of the parish of St. Lawrence is expected, are pro- 
ceeding towards completion; the new line of road» 
indeed^ may be said to be finished ; and the oversetra 
of the above parish are themselves actively employed 
IB relieving the rate payers by every means in their 
power ; they have procured work for many of the 
weavers who receive parish relief, and have thereby 
already paid for the expence of fitting up the looms ; 
and they have distributed among the payers of rate a 
printed list of payments made to the poor during the 
apace of three mouths, that the |)arishioner8 may 
have an opportunity of ascertaining whether the 
persons relieved by them are proper objects for the 
parish funds. This proceeding was instituted on 
account of various fictitious tales of distress having 
been made to the parish authorities by persons 
earning considerable sums of money, and who have 
succeeded in defrauding the really necessitous poor» 
by obtaining money under false pretences from a 
fund intended solely for the relief of the latter, and 
which proceeds of their fraud are generally expended 
in low games of chance, and the symposia of the beer 
shops. 
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ALMSHOUSES. 

For the further relief of the aged and infirm poor, 
almshouses have been erected at dltferent periods 
with sums bequeathed by various benevolent indivi- 
viduals, which houses are usually distinguished by 
the names of their respective founders. The most 
ancient are those of John Leech (John Alarder, or 
John of the Larder) which were founded in 1477* 
and are now dituated in St. Mary's Butts. In the 
yeiar 1450 the abbot and convent of Reading^ £rranted 
to the above person a tenement on Bernard's Hill, in 
the street called Old-street or Wood-street, at the 
yearly rent of <me shillinj^. This tenement John of 
the Larder pulled down, and on its site he erected 
five almshouses, which number he directed by his will 
should be increased to ei&fht, and the expence of 
buiUing be defrayed by certain suras of money due 
to him at his decease. His executors were also 
instmeted to purchase certain lands and houses 
for an annual rent-charge, to support the future 
i&mated of the tenemenis thus erected; and the 
testator, by a deed dated the I6th of Henry VIL 
vested the whole of the lands, rents, and tenements 
so devised in the mayor and corporation, by whom 
the almshouses for the men were re-built in the year 
.1775j and those for the women in 1790, which were 
increased to four, and are at present inhabited by 
nine poor persons, men and women : three from St. 
Mary's Parish, three from St. Giles, and three from 
the parish of St. Lawrence. Each of these persons 
ireceive Is. 8d. a week, or more if the charity will 
allow of an increase ; and once a year the men have 
each a coat, and the women a gown. 

Harrison's aims-houses, situated in Southampton 
street, in the parish of St. Giles, were erected in 
accordance with the will of Mr. Bernard Harrison, 
brewer, dated September 2nd, 1617* This gentleman's 
legacy consisted of houses, land, and a rent-charge 
(vested in the corporation, for the benefit of the 
poor) with the profits arising from which eight 
houses were erected for the reception of persons 
of either sex^ beiongiog to the above parisfa> but. 
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no man \vm admitted whose wife was under fifty 
years of age. These houses were rebinlt at the 
beginainfif of the present century, and are now wholly* 
appropriated to females, who receive every three 
months the sum of six shillings and three pence. 

In thft year 1624 Mr. Gri€in Jenkins, hair merchant, 
of Reading, bequeathed five tenements, situated in 
Johniion's Yard in Minster-street, in trust to the 
corporation and churchwardens of St« Lawrence and 
St. Mary, to place In them five poor aged men, 
belonging to those parishes, to reside therein rent 
free. 

IMr. William Kendrick, clothier, at this town, by 
wt 1 dated August 30, 1634, gave Ave tenements oa 
the west side of Sievier's-street for alms-houses, for 
two men of St. Laurence's parish, two of St Giles's, 
and one woman of St. Mary's, to be elected by the 
corporation. His foundation was endowed with a 
rent-charge of twenty pounds a vear on lands at 
Hartley, fifty pounds to purchase land, to keep the 
alms-houses in repair, and the rent of a house and 
barn adjoining the latter. The men were to be 
f llowed each one shilling and sixpence weekly, and a 
coat once in three years ; and the women one shilling 
weekly, with four shillings per quarter in addition, 
for washing the men's linen, and a gown every third 
year. With the remainder of the money the corpo* 
ration were to pav forty shillings annually to the 
church wardens of St. Mary's, for the lights used at 
morning prayers (which early prayers have been long 
disused, but we have not heard how the sun bequeathed 
for the lights has been since employed) ; ten shillingi 
to the vicar for his vault in the chancel, and the same 
sum for the use of the corporation, to be spent when 
they met to settle the accounts of the chanty. If any 
surplus remained after this, it was to be distributed 
generally among the poor of the place. 

Sir Thomas Vachell, by a deed of gift dated January 
the 6th, 1634, gave in trust to the corporation a 
tenement 'situated on the south side of Castle-street^ 
near Pinkney-lane, and endowed it with forty pounds 
per aunuro^ on lands in the pari^sh of Shinfield, for . 
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tbe haHltfttion of six ai^ed, infirm, aiid unmarried 
men, four of wbom were to be chosen out of St. 
Mary's parish, one from St. Lawrence's, and one from 
that of St. Giled ; each inmate to have two shillin^^s 
per week paid them every Saturday, and if the funds 
of the charity will admit of it, a gown eaciv, and two 
loads of wood annually. The founder directed that 
after his decease the six alms-mea should be placed 
and displaced by the mayor and bugesses for the time 
bein^r, and by any '* person or persons of the name, 
blood, and kindred of the 8aid Sir Thomas Vachell, 
who for the time being shall be owner or owners of 
the manor or farm of Coley; or in default thereof, 
such other person or persons who, for the time being. 
Shall be owner or owners of the manor or farm of 
Coley." 

llie next foundation of alms-houses occurred in 
1647, when Mr. Richard Jayes bequeathed four 
houses in HosierVlane, for four poor widows, not 
under fifty years of age, who were to be elected by 
tbe churchwardens and overseers of St. Mary's 
parish, and allowed one shilling and three pence each 
per week. This foundation was endowed with the 
rent of two meadows at Sulhamstead, part of one of 
which was cut oflf when the canal between Reading 
and Newbury was made. This measure caused an 
interruption in the receipt of the rent, as the church 
wardens of Woolhampton, who were appointed joint 
trustees with those of Reading, refused to agree with 
the terms proposed by the commissioners, and we 
are not acquainted in what way the dispute termi- 
nated. 

In 1696, Mr. John Hall, apothecary, left a rent 
charge on an estate at Caversham, of five shillings 
per week, for five poor people, who were to receive 
In addition ten shillings per week for fuel, during 
the life time of the testator's wife, after whose 
decease an increased rent charge was to fall in trust 
to the corporation, with five tenements in Chtiin 
Lane, for the benefit of five necessitous and unmar* 
ried people : one from the parish of St. Lawrence, 
and two each from the paribhes of St. Mary and St. 
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Giled. Tlie iomates to be allowed one shilling and 
sixpence per week each, twelve shilling per annum 
for fuel, and ten more fur clothing. These alms-houses 
are situated in Chain Lane, and have on them the 
following inscription :— 

Ex doQo Johannis Hall Pharmacopei. 

It will appear from the above that there are forty- 
one natives of Reading who are enjoying the benevo- 
lence, not only of the founders of the alms-houses 
which they inhabit, but also of other charitable in^ 
dividual^ who have endowed these houses with ad- 
ditional sums of money in order to promote the com* 
fort of their aged and infirm inmates, and which snm« 
will be found in the list of charitable donations. We 
have already said that the alms-houses of John a Lar- 
der are the most ancient foundation of that kind, now 
existing in the town, but the return of colleges ami 
chantries made in the 31st year of Henry VIII, men- 
tions a hospital or alms-house, founded by Williano^ 
Barnes, which was probably ancient at that period^ 
and its foundation, in consequence, of an earlier 
date, then that of the houses erected by John I^ach; 
it is thus noticed in the certificate, or return, we hava 
alluded to : "a hospital, or alms-house, founded bf. 
William Barnes, to the intent to have certain pooe 
people there lodged; and for that purpose he did 
endow the same house with certain lands and rents 
as followeth, bowbeit they have not shewed any 
foundation or grant. The said hospital is situate 
within the parish of St. Mary's, in Reading. 

** The value of the said hospital, by year, £7 ^^ 4d« 
whereof for rents resolute 203; ano so remaioeth 
£6 6s. 4d., which is yearly expended for the main- 
tenance of the lodgings reserved and kept for the 
poor people, and for repairing of the said hous< 
there, ornaments, &c., none; only the beds whereon 
the poor people be lodged^ not worth the making Qi 
an inventory."* 

• In the retarn of the CommissioDers of Edward VI., thi« 
charitable fouadation is not noticed ; aud no accoant of it ia 
B0# to be found. 
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MILITARY AND POLICE. 

The only local force in Reading, besides the usual 
constabulary body, is the staff of the county militia; 
before the establishment of a standing* army, the town 
was defended by trained bands, who were summoned 
to action by the magistrates, on any appearance of 
riot. Once a year they attended the court-leet, a fine 
being levied on those who absented themselves from 
muster without a written exemption, for which a 
small sum was demanded ; their weapon was the 
long-bow, to which they were regularly trained, when 
muster was over. The custom of paying for exemp- 
tioos is still kept up by the constables, who summon 
the junior inhabitants of the town to the court-leet, 
,and release them from personal attendance on paying 
a penny; this fee is claimed by the recorder, but Mr. 
Man says the constables generally expend it in a 
supper. 

In time of war, if men were required for foreign 
aervice, each district sent a number of efficient trained 
archers according to its population. In the French 
witf , under Edward drd. Heading sent twenty men 
to encrease that monarch's force; in the same war, 
London supplied one thousand men, a greater num* 
htr than any other city or town supplied, and Ro«> 
eheftter and Maidstone ten each, which is the lowest 
number in the list of assessed towtts« quoted from 
Montifiori's Commercial Dictionary, as furnishing 
armed men at the above period. In the reign of . 
Henry VI., the borough was assessed at thirty men, 
whom the inhabitants were summoned to provide at 
tbeir own expence ; to raise this force, ninety of the 
principal residents were divided into classes, each of 
which agreed to provide a man and eauip him at the 
common expence of the class to whidi he belonged; 
it is thought that the small number among whom the 
.expence of raising the required body of men wa9 
divided, is a proof of the smallness of the population 
at that perioo, when compared with its present state. 
The town was again summoned, and more than once, 
during the reign of Henry VIII., when the inhabitant^ 
provided, by the same method we have just described, 
twenty-four horse soldiers de<itined for Scotland. 
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The expence, on thin occasion, was divided amQikfC 
tin hundred and fiftr-two persous; ninety-two of tlieik 
contributing fot the harness, and sixty of a hij^he^ 
class of householders furnishing the men and horse*; 
among these, the mayor paid for ''half a horse aad 
his apparel/' and the three vicars raising a horse mud. 
a half betweeti them. In the same i'Cign, when the 
king was going with an army into France, twenty 
foot soldiers, and twelve inoutited men were sent by 
this town, accofding to order, to join his majesty's 
other forces ; in obedience to another order from the 
government, some time after the above, '* ten soldiers 
well garnished and weaponed,'' were dispatched from 
here to the assistance of the Princess Mary, who was 
then asserting her claim to the crown ; and three 
years after her establishment on the throne, the town 
sent forty well appointed men to attend her sacred 
and amiable person ; the only thing remarkable in 
this levy is, that it was the first instance of the mill* 
tary of the town being clothed in an uniform, and the 
last of a levy at all under the old system, which was 
superseded by the introduction of standing armies 
supplied with men, either by enlistment or the ballof . 
During the French revolution this borough raised two 
volunteer companies, and when the country was, at a 
subsequent period, threatened with invasion from 
France, the inhabitants to the number of two hun- 
dred, formed a volunteer force, which was divided 
into three companies, of grenadiers, centre, and 
light-infantry ; these corps, with all the similar corps 
of the county, were reviewed by George HI., on Bui- 
tnarsh Heath, the 26th of July 1799 ; and being dis- 
solved, after the peace of Amiens, in 1801, the re* 
gimeutal colours were suspended in St. Lawrence's 
church, as a memorial of the loyalty and patriotism 
of those inhal>itant8 who had been enrolled under 
them. On the renewed threat of invasion^ recourse 
was again had to the volunteer system, and the 
Reading corps were revived and increased; those 
receiving pay wer6 divided into four companies, 
amounting together to . nearly two hundred ; and tbe 
other body, called the Loyal Reading Volunteers, iota 
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dfl^ht companies, consisting in the wliole at nearly 
five hundred men.* This force, in connexion witli 
the general county one, which also had the honour of 
hemsr reviewed, and of hearing its military perfection 
complimented by the king, was dissolved as soon as 
the aanger of the threatened invasion was removed, 
when niost of the men and marty of the officers were 
embodied in the regiment of local fnilitia about to 
be raised in 1808. 

It would appear from an eaflier passage in Mr. 
Alan's history, whose authority we have followed 
above, that the dissoliftion of the volunteer force was 
attended with some drctfmsiances of disgrace, which 
however should attach to another party than the 
gallant bod^^ in question. We subioin it in the writei's 
own words: "On the 25th of June this year (1809) 
a mudny took place among the local militia, while 
exercising in the Forbury, on being refused their 
marching guinea, previous to their aismissal on the 
next day, on which occasion several companies laid 
down their arms ; to which conduct, as it was after- 
wards asserted, they had been incited by some of tte 
volunteers urging them on, and promisinff to stand 
by t)iem. How far this assertion is founded in fact 
we know not, but certain it is the officers of the 
volunteers were by no means implicated in the 
charge ; neither could it be expected that they should 
be answerable for the conduct of their men, vrhile off 
from duty. Notwithstanding this however on complaint 
being made ac the war-office, by the commander of 
the local militia, on the supposed misconduct of t\w 
Reading Volunteets, they were in the July folio witfg^ 
dismissed from his Majesty's service without the 
smallest remuneration, and without even a compli- 
ment being paid them for therr merhorkms conduct 
in coming forward at the hour of danger to serve 
their country, almost wholly at their own expence." 

* Their uniforms were blue, with scarlet facings and 
vegidation caps ; and the pay two shillinn a week. The 
regiment had also an excellent Wd of music, and a pair ef 
elegant colours : one the Union flag, and the other the towa 
arms, encircled by a wreath Of laurelsu and bearing the motto 
60D SAVE THE KING. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTION. 
Amouff the useful additions to the other advantages 
poriseesed by the town, may he reckoned the esta- 
blishment here in the year 1*831 of a Philosophfcal 
Institution for the purpose of promoting the cause of 
science, llie members consist of shareholders, and 
subscribers, and we are happy to add that considering 
the recent formation of the society, it is enjoying a 
dcs^ree of prosperity that confers a high credit on those 
lovers of scientific pursuits to whose hands the man- 
agement of the Institution is entrusted. The number 
of shareholders at present is about sixty, and of 
subscribers nearly the same. The price of a share 
amounts to five pounds ; and an additional annual 
subscription of half-a-guinea entitles the proprietor 
of a share to the enjoyment of all the privileges of 
the Institution. Subscribers of one guinea a year who 
are not shareholders are entitled to nearly equal 
privileges with the latter, with some slight excep- 
tions ; and for the convenience of sojourners in the 
town, or persons residing in its vicinity, the trea- 
Burer is empowered to receive subscriptions for half a 
year at twelve shillings and sixpence ; for a quarter, 
seven shillings and sixpence ; and even for a month* 
at the low charge of three shillings and sixpence. 
Nine gentlemen form the committee, in addition to 
whom there is a president, two vice-presidents, three 
trustees, a treasurer, an honorary secretary, and a 
curator, who have together published sixty-eight 
rules for the management or the society and its 
affairs, the duties of its officers, the convening of 
General Meetings, and the regulations of the 
Museum, the apparatus, and the lectures. The 
Museum will be round well worthy of inspection, the 
contributions to it have been already numerous, and 
most of th^ specimens . are singular and interesting : 
gay productions from Otaheite, and mummy cloths 
from Thebes, India mocassins, and North American 
snow shoes, the wide-flying Assagai from Caffraria, 
and poisoned arrows from other regions of Southern 
Africa, anklets that have graced the heels of Tam- 
bookie girls, swords that have been wielded among 
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the wild tribes of Central Asia, and the deadly, flamii 
sliaped Creese from sunny Malaga. The museum also 
possesses part of the India rubber-like skin of a 
rhinoceros, and near to it a portion of what Tacitus 
would call the 

Haerens corpori tegmen 

of that "greatest happiness " philosopher, Jet^vdf 
Bentham. This remnant of the humanity of th^ 
would-be (and with the greatest sincerity we add well 
meaning) legislator, bears a close resemblance to a 
vellow and shrivelled piece of parchment. It is 
however not undeserving of attention. Among the 
remaining specimens will be found a seal used by the 
ancient Egyptians for stamping the bricks maae at 
Thebes ; a small idol said to be worshipped by the 
Hindoos in the neighbourhood of. Madras) varieties 
of marble from the ForuiA Pompeii, a tomb at 
Mycenum, and from a burying place and temple ot 
Serapis, in and adjacent to Puzznoli. There afe alsa 
some fine specimens ot calcedony in different states i 
crystal from the Diamond Valley of Arabia Petrea ; a 
sandy deposite from the region of Mount Sinai t 
agate and corals from E^ypt; and plaister from 
Sallust's house at Pompeii. Among the volcanic 
. specimens, there is a very remarkable one from St 
Helena; and a box made of the various kinds of 
lava from Vesuvius. Caversham has contributed some 
chalk formations; and fossil remains, bearing im- 
pressions of different ferns^ have been brought from 
the coal fields of Somerset and Stafford Shires. The 
ravages of the Teredo Navalig, or ship worm, may be 
seen in a piece of the ship, Lord Melville, taken from 
her eighteen months after she was off the stocks i 
and among the birds will be found the lovely Thib'eC 
Reeve, some beautiful bitterns, crested cranes, aM 
macaws ; and a fine Gossanda, shot within a feW 
miles of the town. One of the most interesting 
specimens in the whole coUeetioa is an embalmed! 
hand, supposed to be that of Queen Adeli^a, wife of 
Henry I.: the following account, written by Dr. 
Baily, is attached to it : *^ An embalmed hand, (ovmi 
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about fifty years a.^o in the ruins of the Reading 
Abbey church, at its eastern extremity, and holdinji^ 
a slender rod, surmounted probably- with a cruelfix» 
er other emblematical device. The occasion that gave 
rise to this discovery wasthe digging for a foundation 
for the present gaol, part of which now stands on the site 
of the said Abbey church This relic which still retains 
the fragrance of the embalming gum first came into the 
possession of iDr. Blenkmsopof Reading, who handed 
h over to Dr. Hooper, and by Dr. H. it was presented 
to the Museum. 'ITiat this was the hand of some royal 
personage may be fairly inferred from ther situation 
in which'it was found, and the chcumstance of its 
being embalmed. That it is the hand of a female is 
most evident. The only authentic records we have of 
the interment of any English queen in the Reading 
Abbey Church is that relating to Adeliza, second 
queen of Henry I ; upon these grounds it is called 
Queen Adeliza's Hand" The society have lately 
received a very valuable present intended for their 
Museum from Lady Sidmouth, consisting of an Egyp- 
tian idol and two Etruscan vases, the age of which is 
estimated at notless than two thousand years. 

At the period of the appearance of cholera in this 
country, a Board of Health was established in Read- 
ing, in order to provide every available means to 
avert the threatened danger. The Board consisted of 
the magistrates, the clergy, the dissenting ministers, 
the medical practitioners, and some of the most 
influential gentlemen of the three parishes, who were 
employed during the winter of 1832-3 in attending to 
the domestic comforts of the poor, and distributing 
among the most necessitous, ffannel, blankets, food, 
and coals. ITie original Board however finding their 
powers insufficient to reach many evils, the existence 
of which among the poorer- classes tended to generate 
and encourage the worst symptoms of the malady, 
dissolved themselves, and were re-appointed by the 
Privy Council, who conferred on them ample powers, 
authorized by the legislature for the prevention of 
the disease. Happily they were not called upon to 
fulfil any of the perilous duties to which they would 
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liave ^ee& summoned if tbe fatal epidemic had 
attacked the town with any degree of virulence ; but 
that the exertions they did make were not unattended 
by corresponding success, is proved from the fact 
that the cholera did not spread here, and that there 
were fewer attacks during the time the Board was in 
existence, from those other diseases which are mostly 
prevented by the means recommended and promoted 
by the members, for the cleanness and free ventilation 
of the more confined parts of the town. The pre- 
cautionary measures which were adopted necessarily 
entailed some expence, and the Reading Board made 
a claim, under the provisions of the general order 
from the council, for two hundred and forty pounds, 
stating at the same time that this sum was only to 
form a fund to which recourse might be had in case 
of necessity, and which was to be appropriated under 
the sanction of magisterial authority. The claim 
however was resisted — a proceeding which might 
have proved of serious injury to the town and neigh- 
bourhood, had it pleased God to have visited them 
with the infliction less lightly ; but which proved of 
little importance, from' the comparatively limited 
degree in which the services of the Board were 
required, beyond that of increasing the expences of 
the latter by nearly a quarter of the whole sum 
employed, and which amounted to forty-four pounds, 
eleven shillings : of this, the charge of nine pounds, 
sixteen shillings, was incurred for printing, statio* 
tiery, and advertising ; twenty-one pounds were 
awarded for the services of the secretary; three 
guineas for the expenses of the town clerk's journey 
to attend the Privy Council ; and the remainder was 
expended in rent, fuel, drugs, &c. The smallness of 
the total fully bears out the assertion of the members 
themselves, that they were duly mindful of the 
economy which was enjoined them as much by their 
duty as by their interests. 

The sources of public amusement in Reading are 
confined to occasional concerts, the county balls, and 
theatre. An amateur musical society was established 
for some time, and during its continuance the concerts 
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Iiriven by the members were praised in hicfh Cefrmo bf 
the inhabitants of the town niid nei§^hbourliood who 
isesorted to them ; but the etforts of the society were 
altogether do iittle appreciated, that it was only with 
the strictest attention to economy they were re1ieve(i^ 
ttom the pressure of a considerable debt. It is some- 
what sin^lar that a society of this nature shoulif 
have failed* here at a moment when almost every 
considerable town in England possesses one resem- 
Ming it, air vying with each other in generous emu- 
lation tO" obtain an exalted reputation m the musical 
world Competent judges had awarded a very high 
ttanding to the amateur meeting at RelTding^ and ic 
was a meed well merited by the united ability of the 
members,, and the acknowledged talent of thek 
leader, Mr. Venua of Twyford. On the dissolutioa 
•f theiA' society in 1833^ a dissolution regretted by so 
■many who might more zealously have supported the 
institution when it was in existence, the member« 
presented their esteemed direetor with a small testi- 
monial of the sense they entertained of his services 
ki belialf of the society, and which had been rendered 
lifratuttousry tbrough pure love of the tuneful art* 
This acknowledgment was presented to Mr. Venua air 
a full meeting by the mayor ; it consists of a splendid 
coffee pot and stand of beautiful design^ bearing the 
ibllowmg inscription : 

*^ Presented to F. M. A. Vemxa, esq. by ibe members and 
IHends of the) Reading Amateur Musical Society, as a tokea 
of €he& hfgh regard forliis musical talent, and their gratitude 
for his g;ratnitous and valuable services to the society.'' 

This was their last public meeting, and however 
desirable, there are little hopes of the old and 
l^leasant winter concerts bekig again rei>ewed. l^e 
above meeting was nevertheless attended with as^ 
much good feeling and harmony as if the members 
composing it were likely to come together ofteiK 
The style in which some of the pieces were executed 
only caused a deeper regret of the little chance that 
existed of the same performances being heard 
again; and these sons of song may have some conso- 
lation in remembering that though their efforts to 
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tend an additional loteretitiniir feature to the town 
failed for want of patronage, they at least remained 
consistent to the la£t, and died, libke the swan, -singin op. 
The theatre, situated in Friar street, is small, but i« 
AS neatly fitted np as most provincial theatres. It 14 
generally supplied for about six weeks in sumoier or 
4iutumn, witli a ooinpajiy from Oxford. 

GEOIX>GV. 

The greatest natural^uriosity in the ueighbourhooA 
of Reading is the stratum of sea sand in Kate's Grove 
lane,* about twen^ty yards below the level of Bob'n 
Mount. This atratum of sand <€entaia8 a great number 
of oyster shells and fishes' teeth, the latter being v«ry 
«mall and sharply pointed. The «heUs when taken 
out of the ground are perfect in appearance, but if 
collected fur preservation, they should -be carefully 
exposed for some time to the heat of a slow fire, 
without which precaution they are liable to crumble 
to pieces, but by following it they may b« preserved 
for many years. These celebrated fossil oysters are 
found with botli their valves or shells connected, as 
though they had never been opened, but they are ^0 
l)rittle that the least violence will separate them. 
JVlany however are found ^uite entire, and some 
double oyjiters have been dug out with all their valvea 
united. They lie through a circumference of five or 
fiifc acres of ground, in beds of green sand, upon a 
foundation of hard rocky chalk. The stratum of sand 
and shells is about two feet deep, immediately above 
which is a bed of blueish clay, hard, brittle, tugged, 
And of no utility; and about a yard in depth a stratunt 
cf fuller's earth, nearly two feet and a half deep, 
lies upon the layer of clay, and above the former 
there is about ^even feet of fine white sand, without 
any mixture of earth or clay; a stiff red clay, used 
for the manufacture of tiles, forma the uppermost 
stratum, which is covered by a little common earth, 
about two feet deep. A few egg fish have beeu dug 
out of the hill, but none lately ; and it is said a spider 

- \Kate's Qrove or Cat's Grove, is in the pariah of St Qilev 
and was usually called Cadeles Grove and Cattle Grove, 
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was once found alive here« embedded la the heart of 
a solid flint. The appearance of fossil remains is not 
entirely confined to this spot, thouti^h they are found 
there in greater abundance than any where else in the 
neighbourhood. The same appearances are discovered 
on digging wells in a north-west direction from 
Kate's Grove Lane, as far as the parish of Tilehurst. 
At Prospect Hill, in the latter parish, some workmen 
found, at a very great depth from the surface of the 
hill, a large block of stone, on removing which they 
discovered a vast <|uantity of cockle shells, on a layer 
of sea sand. Various conjectures have been made to 
account for the origin of this continued stratum, but 
none determine with any degree of satisfaction or 
probability whether it is the ruins of another world, 
or the decomposition of this. We subjoin one of the 
theories on the subject, quoted from Plot's Natural 
History of Oxfordshire, printed in 1617» which we 
leave to the judgment of our readers, llie author of 
it appears to have possessed a very enviable facility 
for smoothing difficulties. 

" Reading having been a town of very great action 
during the invasion of the Danes, who cutting a deep 
trench across, between the Kennet and Thames, and 
enclosing themselves, as it were, in an island, held it 
against ICing Ethelred and Alfred, his brother, a 
considerable time, from whence, in all probabilitv, 
the Saxons having removed their cattle, it is lik^y 
that they might be supplied by their navy with 
oysters, which during the time of the abode of their 
army on land might be very suitable employment for 
it. Which conjecture if allowed, there is nothing 
more required to make out the possibility of the bea 
of oysters coming thither, without a deluge, but that 
Cat's Grove was the place appointed for the army^s 
repast." 

BOTANY. 

Mr. Man mentions a curious plant called the man 
orchis, having been found in the meadows near 
Reading, it is, however, extremely rare. The 
meadows on the south-west of the town abound 
generally with peat. The river Kennet taked its course 
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tlirougli a line of >|)eat bed whicli extends from Read- 
ings to Hungerford. All the meadows between those 
places and contiguous «.o the above river are beauti- 
fully watered and produce a large quantity of bay, 
independently of the early feed -got from them. 
Part of the surface of this tract of meadows is of a 
gravelly soil, which is best adapted for water 
meadows ; the other part of the tract -consists of peat 
of a peculiar and excellent quality, extending fiom 
one quarter to three quarters of a mile in breadth, and 
sixteen miles in length. The great value of peat 
arises from the great demand for it as a fuel, ana for 
its ashes as a manure. Grass lands, particularly clover, 
leys, and sainfoin, are supposed to derive c^reat benefit 
from peat ashes being laid upon them. The quantity 
necessary to dre«s an acre varies according to the 
condition of the land, but it is reckoned at from 
fifteen to twenty-five bushels. The peat found in the 
meadows near the town is very little used, from its 
supposed inferiority in quality to that found in the 
neighbourhood of Woolhampton. Mr. John Stevens of 
Reading once opened a pit in one of his grounds for 
the purpose of procuring peat ashes, but the attempt 
proved unsuccessful, from the prejudices entertained 
by the usual purchasers of that production, in favour 
of the ashes procured at Woolhampton. Ui'ns and 
other remains have been discovered 'within the peat, 
and numbers of various kinds of trees, irregularly 
disposed on each other; hazel nuts and the cones of 
the fir-tree are frequently met with in the peat bed 
just noticed, but we believe that no acorns have eyer 
been found in it. 

POPULATION. 
An account of the number of inhabitants in Read- 
ing was taken in 1556, by order of Cardinal Pole, at 
which time the census amounted to 2,500; but the 
real number is said to have been considerably greater, 
and to have amounted to nearly 4000, as in less than 
fifty years subsequent to the period above mentioned, 
the population amounted to about 4,700. It is ascer- 
tained that during the next one hundred years the total 
number of the iahabitaats had increased by nearly 
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dOO. Inthe year 1700 the amount wa& 7,690 ; -in 1/90 
the population had arisen to 10;789 individuals, but 
in ten years it decreased to 9,742; it a^rain increased 
^n the following ten years, and reached 1193 in 1810, 
and fell off once more in 1811, when the amount of 
population just equalled what it had been in 1790. In 
4821 there were 2,585 houses, and 12,867 inhabitants. 
The following is the amount returned on the 30tb of 
May, 1831 : 

St. Lawrence - - « • 4,046 

6t, Mary - - - - 6,797 

St. Giles - r . - 5,107 

15,950 

In the year 1731 the population was only 8000, and 
we find by the above total that in the course of one 
century the number of inhabitants was very nearly 
doubled ; indeed it is not improbable that the amount 
may have been more than doubled, as the Berkshire 
jBtaffand Military in the town were not included in the 
return made in 1831. 

Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials during the year 
1831 : 

Mar. Bap. Bur. 

'8t. Lawrence - 42 - - 123 - . 97 
,St. Mary. • - 63 - • 198 - . Ill 
St. Giles . - 44 - - 143 « - 110 

Total . • 139 463 318 

LOCAL COINAGE. 
Tokens have been coined at various times in Read* 
ing for the relief of the ttading community, when a 
circulating medium was wanted. Coates says that no 
town piece is known, and that the tradesmen's tokens are 
not very numerous. He notices a heart-shaped token 
of Hugh Cameron as being rare and curious, and 
adds tl^ following list of others frequently to be met 
with :♦ 

* From the accession of Elizabeth to the reign of Charles II, 
permiasion to coin small money, or tokens was gpiven to all 
tradesmen who chose to do so. The materials were generally 
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1 Mary Blower. A coat of anas. Of Reading, 1662, M.B. 
a Francis Tassel. The head of Charles II. crowned. la 

Reading, 1666, F.T.E. 
3 Daniel Martin, D.M.E. In Reading, Gardner, 1663. 
^ 4 John Wilder, the elder, in Reading, I.W.A. A pelican 

feeding her y<^nng in the nest. 

6 John Hawie. A pair of shears. In Reading, I.H.M. 

. 6 Thomas Phipps. A man dipping candles. Of Redding, 1662, 
T.P.E. 

7 Henry Whittell, A woman churning. In Reading, H.W.I. 

8 Thomas Underwood. A pair of shears. • In Reading, 1666, 

T.U.M. 
'9 Nicholas Edwards. A coat of arms. In Reading, 1667, 
N.E.E. 

10 Clement Barlow, at the Bell in Reading, C.M.G. A bell. 

11 John Harrison, living in Reading, I.H.M. A candle in a 

candlestick. 

12 Martha Knight, 1659, in Reading, Lin. Drap. 

13 Moses Lamb. A pair of shears. In Redden, 1668, M.L.R. 

14 Thomas Winckells. Three stars. In Reading, baker, 

T.W.A. 

15 Thomas Bye, of Reading, mealman, T.B.L. The iron 

cramp of a mill, and a sack of flour. 

16 Frances Brown. The baker's arms. In Redin, baker, 

F.B.K. 

17 John Paise at the An angel. In Redding, 1666, 1. P.E. 

18 William Burly. A hand and glove. In Reading, 1656, 

W.B.E. 

19 William Champe, 1658. In Readinge, W. C. T. 

20 Richard Hallows. Crossed stockings. In Reading, 1656, 

R.H.M. 
.21 Humphrey Mills. The drapers' arms. Draper in Reading, 

H.M. 
22 Solomon Barnard. A rabbit. Reading, 1663, S.B.E. 

We may mention in addition to these that I. B. 
Monck, esq. of Coley House issued in 1812 three 

.of lead, tin, copper, or brass ; and communities or individuals 
who issued tins useful kind of specie were obliged to take it 
again, when brought to them. In large towns -^here tokens of 
various sorts were in circulation, it was usual for a tradesman 
to keep a sorting box, into the partitions of which he put the 
seversd pieces of the respective persons who issued them, and 
when he had accumulated a certain quantity of one individual's 
money, he sent it to him, and received silver in exchange. This 
custom was continued till the year 1672, when Charles II. 
struck a sufficient quantity of hsdfpence and farthings for the 
exigencies of trade, and stopped the farther circulation of 
-private tokens* 
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torts of toVens in ffold aad silver to a Ittr^e amotnt ; 
a step which was or j^reat benefit to the inhabitants, 
who were at that time much distressed by the want of 
a circulating medium, owing to the war on the con- 
tinent, and the constant drain of the specie for the 
payment of our forces in Spain. Of these tokens one 
was a gold piece valued at forty shillintrs, and the 
other two silver, valued respectivelv at half-a-crown 
and one shilling and sixpence. Their impressions 
were as followK : 

1 The head of King Alfred with crown and sceptre, the mon- 
arches name and date (1812) beneath ; the whole encir- 
cled with this legend: ** Pignora Certa Petis, Do 
Pignora Certa ; ** on the reverse, 40 ShillingSi Berks. 
Tokep, Standd. Gold, 6 Dwts. 18 6r. Reading ; around 
which, Payable in Bank Notes, at 68. the dwt. by I. B. 
Monck, esq.' 

3 The motto, ** Labimnr In Pejus* Donee Meliora Revertant, 
1811,** encircling^ the corporation arms ; on the other 
side, Half. Crown Token, Span. Doll. Silyer, 6 Dwts. 
Payable in Bank Notes by T B. Monck, esq. 

8 The corporation arms within the legend, << lAbimur, &c.'* and 
the impression on the reverse the same as on that of 
the half-crown token, except in naming the difference of 
weight and value : the value of this token being, 18 
Pence, and the weight. 4 Dwts. 

NEWSPAPERS. 
There are two newspapers published weekly in 
Reading, "The Reading Mercury" and "The Berk- 
shire Chronicle; '* the former was established by Mr. 
John Watts, a member of the corporation, and the 
first number appeared on Monday. July 8, 1723. The 
Mercury advocates the liberal side of politics, while 
the principles of the Chronicle are strictly Con- 
servative ; and they are both ably conducted journals. 

In conclusion of our general view of the town, 
we may remark, as the last of the micellanedus 
notices of which it is comprised, that Reading has 
had the honour of giving its name to a title of 
a barony. 8ir Jacob Astley of Melton, Constable, 
in Norfolk, was, in return for his services to Charles 
1., created Lord Astley of Reading, in the year 
1645; but the dignity became some time aher- 
wards extinct at the deceaae of his grandson Jacob. 
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The title was boivever renewed, and conferred in 1716 
on General William Cadoj^an, who was created 
Lord Cadogan, Baron of Reading, for havini^ signa- 
lized himself under the Duke of Marlborouj^h, and 
during the rebellion of 1715. He was afterwards 
suecessirely created Baron Oakley, Viscount Caver- 
sham, and Earl Cadogan; all which titles became 
extinct at his death, except that of Baron Oakley, 
whith devolved on his brother Cliarles, from whom 
the present Lord Cadogan is descended. 

PERSONS OF NOTE, NATIVES OF READING. 
Robert Mason 
was a student at Oxford, where he took the degree of Doctor 
in Civil Law. He was afterwards arch-deacon of Northum* 
berland, and was collated to the precentorship of Linctdn in 
1461 ; he exchanged the prebend of Kilsley in Northampton- 
shire, annexed to that precentorship, for the prebend of Far- 
rendon. He died in 1493, and was buried in the cathedral of 
Lincoln. 

Sir Thomas White, 
''bom at Rixmans worth (in Hertfordshire), was merchant 
taylor in London, where he was lord-mayor, anno 1553. He 
built Gloucester Hall, and endowed St. John's College in 
Oxford. He bestowed great sums of money on several corpo- 
rations for poor freemen." llie above extract from Fuller's 
Worthies has at various timers been proved to be incorrect, as 
far as it relates to the birthplace of Sir Thomas White. That 
benevolent gentleman was the son of a native of Ricksman- 
worth, engaged in the clothing business in Reading, and is 
supposed to have been born in a house, not now standing, in the 
Batter Market. Sir Thomas served his apprenticeship in 
London, and became by his industry and economy one of the 
wealthiest merchants in the city. He served the office of 
sheriff under Edward VI., and arose to the dignity of lord 
mayor in the first year of Queen Mary, by whom he was 
knighted for his efficient services during the rebellion of Sir 
Thomas Wyatt. He was twice married, and died on the 11th 
of February, 1566, in the 72nd year of his age. His burial, 
which took place at St. John's CoUege, was, according to the 
directions expressed in his will, conducted in a private manner ; 
and the munifict:nt bequests that he made, many of which 
remain to this day, the memorials of his extensive liberality, 
prove the improbability of a report, at one time circulated, that 
towards the close of Ms life he fell into extreme poverty; 
Archbishop Laud. 
William Laud was bom in Broad-street, Reading, October 
the 7th, 1573. His father was a native of Wokingham, and 
carried on the trade of a clothier in this town, of whi<^ his 
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mother was a native. He received his education at the free 
school here, and in July, 1589, was admitted of St. John's 
College in Oxford. During his residence there, he successively 
attained idl the honours which the university could confer ; 
but he incurred the displeasure of the vice-chancellor, Dr, 
Abbot, by defending the perpetual visibility of the Church of 
Rome« as a part of the church of Christ, tiU the Reformation ; 
enraged the Puritans by maintaining the necessity of baptism 
and episcopal government; and gave great offence to the 
Calvinists by attacking their doctrines, and preaching in favour 
of the Arminians. The greatest error however committed by 
him while in the university, and one which he bitterly repented 
all the remainder of his life, was his performing the ceremony 
of marriage between the Earl of Devonshire (to whom he was 
chaplain) and Penelope, the wife of Lord Rich, from whoid she 
was living in a state of separation. He obtained the vicarage 
of Stanford in Northamptonshire in 1607, and the advowson of 
North Kilworth in Leicestershire the following year. .In 
September, 1609, he preached his first sermon before King 
James, and in the month of May following was presented to 
Cuckstone in Kent, which he sOon afterwards exchanged for 
Norton. In the course of a few years he was chosen president 
of St. John's, appointed chaplain to the king, received the 
prebendary of Bugden, was promoted to the deanery of Glou- 
cester, and inducted into the rectory of Ibstock in Leicester- 
fihire. In 1620 he succeeded to a prebend of Westminster, was 
shortly after appointed bishop of St. David's, and received 
from the king the rectory of Creeke in Northamptonshire. In 
1622 the conference of Laud and Fisher the Jesuit was held 
before the Marquis of Buckingham and his mother, that they 
might determine -^ich church they would follow, they being at 
the time wavering professors of Protestanism. On Candlemas 
day, 1625, he officiated at the coronation of Charles I., and 
was subsequently accused of having altered the coronation 
oath at that ceremony, and adding the words, " saving the 
king's prerogative royal," to that part where the king swears 
•* to maintain the laws." In 1626 he was translated to Bath 
and Wells, appointed dean of the chapel royal, and during the 
next four years was made a privy counsellor. Bishop of 
London, and Chancellor of the University of Oxford. The 
severe (and often jnst) prosecutions which he carried on in the 
star-chamber and high commission courts against libellous 
preachers and writers, excited the ill-will and jealousy of his 
enemies ; and the resolution which he formed, while in Scotland 
with Charles, of introducing the episcopal rule of goverment 
into the church of that part of the kingdom, was the first step 
towards the violent deaths both of himself and his sovereign. 

He was translated to the see of Canterbury in August, 1633, 
and twice during the same month received the offer of a 
cardinal's hat, which he declined both times with the same 
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Answer, " that somewhat dwelt within him which would not 
suffer thatf till Rome were other than it is.** His principal acts 
after his advancement to the archbishopric^ all of which were 
brought as accusations against him at the period of his trials 
were : — an injunction that no clergyman shoold be ordained 
without a title ; an order for the removal of the communion 
table to the east side of the church ; his supposed revisal of the 
declaration concerning lawful sports on Sundays, and the order 
lor the prosecution of all clergymen Who refused to read the 
declaration in their churches ; his settlement of the revenues 
of the liondon dergy ; and his obtaining for those of Ireland 8 
grant of all impropriations then remaining in the crown. While 
archbishop he was appointed one of the committee of trade 
and revenue, and a commissioner of the treasury and exchequer. 
In 1637 the canons which he had compiled for the Scottish 
liturgy were brought into use, and occasioned most violent 
tumults at Edinbugh, with great abuse of the archbisbopr 
whose unpopularity was much increased by the prosecution of 
Pr3nanne, Bastwick, and Burton, and of Bishop Williams and 
Osbaldeston, the master of Westminster school. Equally 
offensive to the public was the reduction of master printers, the 
order that no book should be printed without a permission Arom 
Laud, or other church dignitaries, aind his letter to the clergy^ 
exhorting them to contribute largely towards raising an army 
a^inst the Scots. When the new parliament of 1640 wa» 
dissolved, the convocation remained sitting, and Laud was 
accused of being the author of the canons made by the latter 
assembly. A committe was appointed by the dommons ia 
December 4, of the above year, to prepare a charge against 
Mm for the same, and other matters ; and in a fortnight after- 
wards he was formally accused of high treason, and committed 
into custody until the articles of impeachment were fully 
prepared. His trial did not come on till March, 12, 1643 ; he 
was in the mean time suspended from his office and benefice^ 
and he appears to have suffered a most unjust and rigorous 
treatment during the term of his captivity. The trial lasted 
above twenty days, and ended, after some opposition from the* 
Lords, in his being condemned to suffer death by hanging ; but 
on the archbishop petitioning not to be condemned to so igno- 
lainions an end, the Commons consented that he shouki 
undergo the penalty of being beheaded.* His behaviour on the 

* After he had been heard by his counsel, " Sergeant TTHlde^ 
on behalf of the Commons, repeated that though it was not 
alleged that any one of his crimes amounted to a treason or 
felony, yet all his misdemeanours put together did, by way of 
accumulation, make many grand treasons. To which the 
archbishop*'s advocate replied . •* I crave your mercy good 
Mr. Sergeant, I never understood before this time that two> 
hundred couple of black rabbits would make a black horse." 
Southey's Book of the Church, vol. 2, p. 435. 
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Maifold war remarkable for its dfgnity^ at once heroic and 
humble. He received the iTatal stroke on January 3, 1646, and 
was buried in the dnireh of All-HaUows, Barking ; but the 
body was removed to St. John*s College in 1663, where it was 
placed in a vault near the altar. 

Fuller says that he was " one of low stature but high parts ; 
piercing eyes, cheerful countenance, wherein gravity and 
l^easantness were well compounded, admirable in his naturals* 
unblamable in his morals, being very strict in his conversation. 
Impartial posterity will allow his name to be reposed among 
the heroes of England, seeing such as behold his ezpence on 
St. Paul's as but a cypher, will assign his other benedictions a 
very valuable 8ignift<»ttion.'* The archbishop's benefiictionfl 
were indeed valuable ; and Reading, the town of his birth, has 
Jost cause to acknowledge with pride and gratitude the liberality 
Which it has experienced from the hands of the victfan of the 
sanguinary brawlers of **down with Baal's altars." His 
legacies will be found in the listof GharitaUeDooations. 

NATHANnEL CanON 

was a commoner of St. Mary's Hall in 1597. He took one 
degree in arts, and entering into holy orders, became minister 
Of Wokingham, end afterwards vicar of Hurley, which dignity 
he ei^joyedf 46 years. He died in 1664. 

Thomas Turnba, 
bom in St. Giles's parish, was chaplain to Archbishop tami, 
and chaplain in ordinary to Charles I., to whom he constantly 
adhered in all his sufferings. He was obliged to fly for his life, 
after being robbed of his effects, and sequestered of his church 
of St. Olave in SouthWark by the usur^g government ; but 
the miseries he endured during the period of the commonwealth 
Were in some measure compensated for, by his restoration to 
his preferments in the church by Charles II. He died in 1672, 
and was buried in Canterbury Cathedral. 

JOBN BLAO&ATB. 

The year of his birth is not known, but it is certain that he 
studied at the free school, and he is said by Wood to have been 
admitted at St. John's, Clzford. He however took no degree at 
the university, but after a short residence, returned to Reading 
to pursue his mathematical studies. He published several works 
upon various branches of the arts and sciences, and dying at 
Southcot in 1611, was buried in St. Lawrence's church, near 
the remains of his mother. He made several bequests to the 
town, which will be found among the Charitable Donations. 
One of them is tlie sum of £10., to be thus disposed of : 
** Twenty nobles of the £10. to some one poor maidoi servant, 
that hath served, dwelled, and continued in any one service, in 
any of the three parishes of Reading, in good name and fame, 
the full term of iive years at the lea^ for her help and perfor- 
in marriage. And the better to avoid pwtiaUty in the 



d by Google 



filflTORT OF READmo. 271 

clioice of the said maid, he directs that there shall be yearly, 
every good Fryday, three such maidens in election, to cast, try, 
and carry It by lot whose tiie fortune shall be. The three to be 
taken out of eacb parish one ; but every fifth year one to be 
chosen from Soathcot.*' The remainder of the sum is directed 

. to be divided among variobs parties named in the will. Similar 
legacies have been left in imitation of this charity, and one of 
Land^s, but do not extend to those who have received the 
benefits of Blagrave's and the archbishop's charities ; and in 
1786 Aubry Flory, esq« settied five guineas; three to the 

' second highest number thrown by the candidates, and two 
guineas to the last number of the three* 

Daniel Blaorave, 
nephew to the above, was bred to the bar, represented this 
borough in parliament in 1640, and appointed recorder of it in 
1645. He attended the High Court of Justice during the trial 
of Charles I., and signed the warrant for putting that king to 
death. He was afterwards Exigenter in the Common l*leas, a 
Master in Chancery, Treasttrer of Berks., and one of the 
County Commissioners, authorized to remove all insufficient 
ministers, in which office he was distinguished by his vexatious 
persecutions of the clergy. He was also a member of the 
Clonvention Parliament in 1058, is supposed to have purchased 
various estates by the emoluments of us office in lihe Common 
Pleas ; and at the Restoration fled to Achen* in Germany, 
where he died in an obscure condition in 1668. 

Joseph Blagravb 
was bom inihe parish of St. GHles in 1610, and was a great 
enthusiast In the study of Astrology ; on which science, and its 
application to other branches of knowledge he published various 
works. He died in 1679. 

William Cubed 
was bom in the parish of St. Lawrence, and studied at 
Oxford, where he rose to be bachelor of divinity^ and proctor 
of the university. During his life time he became rector of 
East Codford in Wiltshire, archdeacon of that county, preben* 
dary in the church of St. Salisbury, and rector of Stockton, 
Wilts. He adhered to the king's cause, was a defender of the 
Church of England la the worst of times, a good scholastic 
disputant, and an eminent divine. He died in 1663, and was 
buried with great solemnity in the north aisle of the cathedial 
of Christ Church. 

Jambs Mbbrick, 
bom in 1719, was educated at Reading school, and when senior 
scholar, and celebrated for his abilities, was elected by the 
minority of aldermen to a scholarship at St. John's ; but hie 
election being ui^iustifiably and violently opposed by the 
burgesses, he entered at Trinity College, took high honours, 

-* Aix La Chapelle. 
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and became tutor to Lord^iTorth and Lord Dartmcmt^. tie 
vms ordained, but never actively engaged, in parochial dutlef , 
being subject to acute pains in his head, frequent lassitude, and 
feverish complaints. Mr. Coates gives a long list of worfs 
composed by hiM, generally on sacred subjects, and many of 
them written at a very early age- He possessed a mature and 
distingnislied knowledge of the most elegant branches of 
literature, was blest wuh an extraordinary memory, and was 
celebrated for his good nature and wit. His charity was 
extensive and his piety exemplary. He died, after a short 
Illness, in January, 1*76^, and vas buried in CaTersham Church, 
near the remains of his family- 

Sm JOHN Barnard, Knt. 
was bom in Minster-etreet ; he was educated In the religknur 
persuasion of his parents, who were quakers, till the age of 19f 
when he was baptized by Bis(hc^ Compton at Fulham. He 
represented the city of London in parliament daring many 
years. His chanuSter as a merchant was unblemishedy and he 
-was at the head of the body of merchants who cam^e farward in 
the year 1745, for the support of public credit, fiia statue w«tf 
placed in the Royal Exchange during his- life time, and his 
modesty was so truly great, uiat H is said he never entered 
that building afterwards . He died in 1664, and -was buried in the 
chancel of Mottli&ke Chttrch.^ 

WllXlAM BXKSRt 

an eminent and learned pHnter, -was bcnrn in fteadSng in tlitf 
year i742.The zealous, and as far as his health -waa concerned, 
utjudidoiw industry with whieh he api^d to study, iotrodaoed 
him to the notice of a dignitary eif the churdi, who approved 

' of his inclination for enteraig holy orders.* In this however he 
was by some means disappointed; but he indulged his passion 
for literature by learning the business of a printer, virhlch he 
exercised in London till he died. Wlule engaged in this occu- 
patioii, he enjoyed the friendsnip of many of the celebrated men 
of his age, -with some of whom he carried on an elegant 

- correspondence in liatin. He possessed a complete and critical 
knowledge of tiie Greek, Latin, French^ and Italian languages, 
was partbDy acquainted with the Hebrew, and a perfect master 
of his own. His prose compositions were -written with mt«ch 
taste, and his talent for poetry was of a high order. He died 
fa 1 785, aged 43 years, and was buried in St. Dioni's Backchurdi,- 
London. A Latin epitaph to his memory i^ placed on the toi|ib 
of his family, in the .churchyard of St. Mary, Reading. 

* In a note to the correspondence of Horace Walpole^ 
edited by the late lamented Lord Dover (the last literary work 
of that amiable nobleman), Sir I. Barnard is noticed as *' a 
great London Merchant, and one of ' the members for the eity. 
His reputation for integrity and ability gave him much -weight 
with the House of Ooamuma/' 
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Sir Constantino Phipps 
WAS of an Irish family, bat it is said was born in Beading* 
He was made Lord Chaneellor of Ireland in 1710, ^m which 
office the Ccmmons of Ireland petitioned the qneen in 1713 
that he might be removed ; while the House of Lords and the 
Convocation addressed her majesty in his behalf. He however 
i^si^ed the seals in the following year, on the change of 
mimstry attending the accession of George I., and retired into 
private life. He died at London in 1723| aged 68, and Wfw 
buried at White Waltham in tiie county of Berks. 

Pbtbr Zinran, m.d. 
was the descendant of a family originally from Italy. He was 
bom at Reading in 1705, and educated at Magdalene College in 
Oxford, where, in 1743, he took the degree of bachelor and 
doctor in physic. He followed the latter profession for some 
time in tlus town, but retired from it upon his first marriage. 
He died in 1781, aged 76, and was buried in St. Mary's church 
yard. ** He was a man of fine parts,'* says Mr. Coates, ** but 
of little application. Though naturally reserved, his oonver- 
Mitioh when among -caagaaal friends was fluent, n^rvouf^ 
lively, and rich in metaphor." 

Phanuel Bacon, d.d. 
was the son of Phanuel Bacon, vicar of St. Lawrence's, and 
was a fellow collegian of Dr. Zinran's. He published fire 
dramatic performances and various poems. He was also the 
author of ** the Snipe,*' and ** a Song of Similies," preserved 
in ** the Oxford Sausage." The former is said to be one of the 
best ballads in the English language, and founded on facts, 
«<the Frier" denoting the author, and "Peter" hU fellow 
collegian above mentioned. Dr. Bacon was vicar of Bramber 
in SaatKXt and rector of Balden in Oxfordshire, where be 
died June 10, 1783, in the 83rd year of his age. 

Mary Latter 
was a resident in, but not a native of Reading, having been 
bom at Henley upon Thames in 1725. She indulged her talent 
for satirical poetiy by writing some verses descriptive of Ibe 
persons and characters of several ladies who were inhahitanfa 
of the town ; and which she afterwards disowned in a ludicrona 
rhyming advertisement inserted in tiie Mercury. In 1759 s^ 

Sublished a small volume of miscellaneous works, wherein she 
escribes herself as liring ** not very far from tiie market 
place, immersed in business and in debt, sometimes madly 
hoping to giUn a competency, sometimes justly fearing dungeona 
and distress." She was treated with u]vx)inmon esteem )qr Ridiy 
the patentee of Covent Garden Theatre ; but that gentl^sian^a 
death put an end to the hopes and expectations she had formed 
of having her tragedy, The Siege of Jerusalem, represented oa 
the stage, and of the probable benefits that might arise from ita 
success. She continued to write for support until her death, 
wkkhtook place tt her howe.in Kea^inigt H«r^98, 1777* 

T 
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Slie VM buried in the cliurcli yard of St. Lawrence, 9ear tb0 
' chancel, and close to the remains of her mother. * 

John Rowell 
was an artist of celebrfty who resided many years in this town, 
. I^ut is supposed to have been a native of High Wycombe ia 
Buckinghamshire. He was a professor of fke aacieat art of 
painting on glass^ and many of hxs works yet remain in the 
windows of various churches and chapels. He preserved the 
above noblfe art by the discovery of the composition of t&e 
beautiful red which is so conspicuous in our did windows. He 
offered to explain and teach th^ same to any proper person for 
• reasonaUe consideration, but his secret died Ivith him in 17&^. 

RiCHA&D COLB, 

otherwise known as poet Cole, was born m thi» town about the 
year 171-5. It is uncertain whether he was brought up to any 
business, ns in the latter part of his life he Hved retired on a 
•mall patrimony in St« Mary*»Butts. Though fond of company, 
he was reserved, except among Ins intimate friends ; a«d 
though reserved, attached to the yonng, with whom he loved to 
•onverse and associate. His poeb7 was principally of a serious 
and religious nature, suitable to the disposition of his mind; 
though some of his pieces were of a satirical cast, and written 
in the style of Butler^s Hudibras. Mr. Cole died in 1777 asd 
was buried im St. Mary's church-yard. 



ENVIRONS OF READING. 
There are Bumerous walks in the uei^hhourhood of 
Readin^r, which will be found to offer many delightful 
objects to the pencil, in scenery eombiningtwo things 
than which nothing can be more at variance — beautv 
in nature and picturesque beauty; and from which 
the artist may select pictures of very distinct char* 
aeters, worthy of beinf dwelt on with admiratioB. 
The two best situations for viewing the town itself to 
great advantage are from the Caversham Hills, and 
n'om a broad jgreen terrace in one part of the grounds 
at White-Knights. The latter is about two milea 
south-east from Reading, and is one of the earliest 
specimens of iheferme wnie in England. The proa- 
pect from this spot is bounded on front bf Caversham 
• House and wooas, and the Shiplake groves, formincr 
the centre and one side of a picture, the east side df 
which comprises the summit of Sunning Hill, and an 
oceasional glance of the river Thames. Whi te-Knights 
was formerly the property of the Duke of Marlbo-. 
ough, but has reeently^ after a long course of legal 
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"Adjudication^, fallen into tbe possession of a prurate 
individual, a native of Yorkshire. The house is a plain 
white edifice, placed nearly in tke centre of the 
j^rounds, which chiefly consist of pasture and arable 
lands, intersected by an irrejfular sheet of water* 
bordered by g-radually slopini^ lawns, on which the 
oak and poplar, and nearer to the edge of tbe lake» 
4he fl^raceful pendent willow are atrreeably, and with 
regard to effect, picturesquely disposed.' The artist 
«Kain will meet with many points worth transferriujif 
to his portfolio in the walk between Rending and the 
ylUaere of Sonning, by the river side. Tliere is one 
. particularly agreeable view njay be taken from the 
lock; the eflect of the distance in the view we allude 
to is much increased by the residence of R Palmer» 
esq.* (situated on an elevated spot above the Thames, 
bear Sonning bridge), the trees among which the 
mansion is apparently shrouded conferring additional 
ralue on the bright spot of light which the house itself 
receives from its position. The village of Sunning 
was once the see of a bishop, whose diocese Included 
the counties of Berks, and Wilts. It was successivety 
.filled by nine bishops who^ had a palace and park 
here; but in the time of Harrison, the last occupant, 
the bishopric was translated to Sherburne in Dorset'> 
shire, and finally to Salisbury, to whose bishops this 
village still belongs. The parish contains about 70(M) 
acres» exclusive of a part \ivhich is within an insulatejl 
district of Wiltshire. The parsonage house attachect 
to the church is a very pleasing structure. 

Twyford is a small village about two miles from 
Sonning, on the road from Reading to Maidenhead. 
It is situated near the confluence of the Loddonf 
with the Thames, and receives its appellation from 
two fords over the former river, which are now 
replaced by as many wooden bridges. This village 
and its vicinity may be considered classic ground, for 
Pope (according to Roscoe) went to school here, 
though no tradition of^the sort is known among the 
■ • Holme Park — Mr. Palmer is one of the county members. 
f^*» The Lodden slow with verdant elders crowned." — Pope« 

s 2 
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inliiabitants — ^Day, the autbor of Sitndford and Meffymi 
died at Bear HilU in tbe nei^libourhood, and bhi 
remains He interred in tbe eburcb at Wargrrave, ^ 
pleasant village two niile^i norlb-east of Twyford, ana 
once celebrated for tbe princely mansion ami tbe 
splendid entertainments of tbe amfable but dissolute 
Earl of Barrymore. About tbe same distance on tbe 
opposite side of Twyford is Ruscombe, balloived as 
the residence and tbe ^rave of William Penn ; it is u 
retired vitiate, but wortby of a visit from those wlu> 
love to contemplate the resting places of departed 
worth. Before proceeding finally to Maidenhead, we 
would recommend all travellers whose timeis at their 
ewn disposal, and all artists in particular, to ascend 
Bowsey Hill, an eminence east of Twyford, the 
extended and magnificent view from the summit of 
which will amply repay the moderate fatigue incurred 
in the aseent. 

MAIDENHEAD. 
The ancient name of this place was South ArliniftoB 
•r Sudlington> and in some ancient records relating ta 
It, it is also called JUaiden-bitbe. Its present appel- 
lation is supposed to be derived from the great 
Teneration paid here formerly tq tbe bead of a British 
Tirgin, who was said to have suffered martynlom with 
St. Ursula, at the electoral city of Cologne in Ger- 
many. It 18 situated 13 miles east of Reading, and2c) 
miles west of London, on tbe borders of the Thames, 
and consists principally of one long paved street, the 
north side of which is in the parish ofCookham, and 
the south in the parish of Bray. Before the building^ 
ef the first bridge here about 1297, the great western 
road passed through Burnhani and crossed tbe Thames 
at Babbam- Ferry, near Cookham. This bridge whicli 
>a3 of wood was maintained by the corporation, who 
lor that end were allowed the tolh both over and 
under, and three trees yearly out of Windsor forest, 
towards keeping it in repair. The present bridge is of 
atone, and is a work of considerable merit. It was 
commenced in 1772 from the designs of Sir Robert 
•Taylor, and consists of thirteen semi>cireular archea, 
aevenof them m the centre of stone, and the three 
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jficCrewe ones at eacb end of brick. The^xpenoe of 
faiuldia^ amounted lo ^19>000, exclusive of the 
purcliase of some contiguous land, to render tlievrork 
complete. The bt^rge pier divides the counties of 
BerM. and Bucklngbajn. The principal trade is ia 
malr, meal, corn, and timber, which are conveyed to 
London in bargee By the charter of James 11. the 
government of the town is vested ia a mayor and 
aldermen, who choose from their own body a bigb 
steward, bridfife master, and ether officers. The 
market, granted by the charter of Henry VL, is held 
on V\'ednesday3, and tbere are three fairs during the 
year. There are eight almshouses in the town, erected 
m 1659, for eight men and their wives i and there is 
also a gaol for debtors and felons. The population 
amounts to nearly 13,000. The village of Bray is a 
little to the south-east of Maidenhead, and is supposed 
by Cambden to have been the ancient Bibracte* and 
the habitation of the Bibroci, who submitted to 
' Caesar when he crossed the lliames. Its chief celebrity 
now is derived from the incumbent of the living in 
the sixteenth century, wbo from his detcrmina|ion to 
live and die vicar of Bray, shaped his conscience to 
tlie times, and in the reigns of Henry VIILigAward VI. 
Mary, and Elizabeth, was twice a fuiioas papist, and 
tmce a zealous protestant. 

WOKINGHAM, 
or Oakingham is a large market town. 7 miles E.S.E. 
of Reading, and 32 miles W.S.W. of London. It is 
situated in the hundred of Sonning, on the edge of 
.Windsor Forest, partly in Berkshire, and partly in an 
insulated part of Wiltshire. It consists of three 
streets, which meeting in the centre for^ a spacioiie 
area on. which the market house is situated. The latter 
is an ancient building, framed with timber and open 
at the bottom, with a town hall above, wherein the 
public business is transacted. The church is a spacious 
structure, situated in that part of the parish which is 
in Wiltshire, llie outside is composed of flints and 
rough grout work, the inside of the walls is princi- 
pally of ohalk. The interior has three aisles, supported 
|(y handsome pillars^ and contains several mof^um^ti. 
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one of Which, in the chancel> is to the meooiory of 
Thomas Goodwin, Bishop of Bath and Wells, who 
was born in this town in the year 1517. The town 
contains a free-.&frammar school and several charity 
schooli. Archbishop Laud bequeathed to Wokinf^am 
an estate, the rent of which, amounting' to about ^0 
per annum, is paid every third year to three servant 
girls acred 18, natives of the town, who shall have 
faithfully served one master or mistress for three 
successive years; and in the other years it is to be 
applied to the apprenticing of five boys. All the 
courts for Windsor Forest are held in this town, which 
was incorporated by James I., under an alderman, 
liigh steward, recorder, burgesses, and town clerk. 
It was formerly celebrated for the silk stockings 
manufactured in it, but the inhabitants are now more 
generally employed in agriculture, throwing silk, 
sorting wool> ana making shoes, gauze, &c. and they 
limount in number to very nearly 3000. There has 
been for many years a lingular custom of baiting two 
bulls in the market place on St. Thomas's day, for 
which purpose a small estate was foolishly beoueathed 
by Mr. Staverton for the purchase of a bull, to be 
given to the poor after being baited. About one 
mile from the town on Lockerky Green there is a 
hospital founded in 1663, for a chaplain or master^ 
and as many poor men as thefunds.will support, under 
the direction of the Drapers' Company of Liondon t 
and about three miles and a half S.£. of Wokingham, 
near Easthamstead Park, there b an extensive forti- 
fication, situated on the summit of a hill, and sur- 
rounded bv a double ditch called Caesar's camp. 
There is also near the camp a raised road nearly 
ninety feet wide, with a trench on each side, running 
east and west, which is known by the anti-euphonie 
appellation of the Devil's Highway. We have been 
unable to trace the origin of this name, which was 
probably conferred on It without any other reason 
than from the strange nature of its appearance^ uique 
pias vulg9. 

CAVERSHAM. 
is a neat Tillage in Oxfordshire^ situated upon the 
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l^amei, over which there is a bridge, and is about 
two miles N. of Reading, on the road to Henley. 
The two counties of Berks and Oxford meet nearly 
in the centre of the bridge The south division^ 
undar which barges pass, and the five brick arches 
north of it are in Berkshire, and are kept in repair 
by the corporation of Readinsf, who formerly levied 
a toll on all strangers crossing any of the bridges 
leading into the town, and also upon all barges' 
making the passage under Caversham bridge. It is 
not known when the former exaction ceased, but the 
latter was continued down to the reign of James I^ 
when it was resisted by the l^arge masters of Oxford* 
who claimed exemption from the tolls upon a parti- 
cular plea on behalf of themselres, and upon a 
general one for the benefit of all proprietors of barges 
at large. Under the former they claimed their privi- 
lege, as citizens of Oxford to be exempt from the 
payment of pontage throughout all England, by a 
charter granted to the citizens by Richard II.; and' 
they also alleged " that since the alteration of the 
bridge, by removing several old decayed stone and 
brick arches, which formerly obstructed the passage' 
by penning up the water above the bridge, boats 
eould now pass without the use of the winch« whicli 
alone they had been accustomed to pay for, and not 
as a toll for passing under the bridge.." The barge- 
masters obtained a favourable verdict in the Court of 
Exchequer, where this cause was tried, and no toll 
has since that time been required for barges belonging 
to any place on the river, on passing this bridge. 
■ The extensive mansion at Caversham, which forms 
80 conspicuous an object from the Bath road, wag 
erected by the first Earl of Cadogan, who purchased 
the property from Lord Craven's family. The ancient 
jbouse formerly occupied by Lord Craven stood nearer 
to the Thames than the present edifice does. It had 
.three avenues of trees in front, the centre one of 
which was called the queen's walk. In honour of 
Anne of Denmark, consort of James 1.,- who w^aa 
entertained here when on her journey to Bath. And 
'k second aYcaue Was called the king's walk iu memory 
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of Cbarles I.« who was permitted to come here from 
his prisofi at WiDdsor, to visit his children wM 
resided at Caversham Hou^e, in the custmly of the 
Earl of Northumberland. The mansion erecteii by 
Lord Cado^an was a most magnificent building, but 
was reduced by his successor, and asrain altered by 
Colonel Marsac who became the proprietor of it, ana 
it is now unoccupied. It is an elegant structure with 
two handsome wings, situated on an eminence which 
commands a view almost unequalled in this conntf 
for extent and diversity. The grounds which include 
about five hundred acres, divided into lawn, park« 
and garden, were laid out under the superintenaanee 
6t the eminent landscape gardener, Capability Brown. 
There was formerly a priory of black canons at 
Caversham, cell to Nutley Abbey in Buckinghamshire, 
famous for the story of the angel with one wing, who 
brought hither the spear that pierced our Saviour's 
aide on the cross. 

HENLEY 

stands upon the Thames in the extremity of the 
county of Oxford, and is connected with Berkshire 
by a handsome stone bridge erected over the river. 
It is supposed to be the most ancient town in the 
county, and is also thought to be the Galleva Atreba- 
tum of Antoninus, an opinion chiefly founded upoB 
the number of Roman coins discovered here, and 
from the military way that runs between it and Speea. 
It possesses a verj ancient and spacious church, the 
lofty tower of which was built by Cardinal Wohef^, 
and several schools and almshouses. Its market is 
One of the greatest in England for corn, and it hail 
also a considerable trade to London in malt, meal, 
flour, and wood, which are sent down the river in 
barges. It is altogether a well-built town, and has 
been much improved of late years, the streets having 
been widened, paved, and lightened, and the houses 
in general modernized, it is a corporate town, 
governed bv a warden, burgesses, and other officera, 
and formerly sent two members to parliameot. Tlla 
population U about 3^300. 
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WALUKGFORD 
If 15 miles N.W. of Reading, on the road to Oxford, 
Shrougrh Pangbourne and Streat)y. The former village 
is situated at a short distance from the I hames, about 
ttx miles from Reading, and has an easy communi- 
cation with Oxfordshire, by means of a very commo- 
dious bridge. The parish of Pangbourne extends two 
miles and a quarter in length, and two miles in 
breadth ; it is ten miles in circumference, and con- 
tains 1,663 acres. The church is dedicated to i$t. 
^ames, and is compass roofed, tiled, and built of 
stone and flint, the outside of which is now almost 
covered with plaister. The present steeple was erected 
ai the west end of the old south aisle in 1 718 ; it is of 
brick, and contains a ring of six bells, with a clock 
of good workmanship, the gift of Antrum Woolford 
by will, 1789. The pulpit is of curiously carved oak, 
of the age of Queen Elizabeth. The great and small 
tithes of Bere Court in this parish, a seat of the 
abbot and monks of Reading, was granted to them 
by charter at an early period by Robert, Bishop of 
Salisbury ; and they also receivea 32s. and 8d, yearly 
from the rector of Pangbourne, who was instituted 
ky the bishop on the presentation of the abbot and 
convent. One mile sooth of Pangbouru is the smaM 
4>arish of Tidmarsh. I1ie church is dedicated to St. 
^Lawrence, and consists of a body and chancel divided 
from each other by a Gothic arch. The chancel is of 
-singular construction, forming a pentagon with a 
lancet window in each of the sides, separated by 
clustered Gothic pillars with fancy capitals, surmounted 
'by niclMS for images. The doorway of the church is a 
-Saxon arch richly ornamented, over which is a 
representation of a human head. The door itself which 
is of oak has been removed, and was lately serving 
for the door of a hen house in an adjoining farm 
'yard. Between Pangbouru and Streatly is Basildon 
Park, the seat of Sir Francis Sykes, hart. The 
mansion is a very elegant structure, situated in a 

Sark well stocked with deer, and commanding some 
eautifnl prospects with glimpses of the Thames 
-Keiween. The various lofty hills in theneighbomrhood 
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afford some of the most pleasaat rides and walks in 
the county. 

Wallingford is a very ancient town situated on the 
Thames, ihe certain origin of which is obscured by 
doubt and contradilion. Canibden supposes it to be 
the Gallena of Ptolemy and Antoninus and the 
capital of the Atrebatii; and derives its present name 
from Callena, a little altered, and Ford, It waa 
formerly surrounded by walls and possessed a castle 
of ^reat size and magnificence^ which at one time 
was considered impregnable. It was surrounded by a 
double wall and double ditch, and the citadel or keep 
stood on a high artificial hill, and had within a well 
of immense depth. Cambden, who has a hypothesis 
for every thing. And in whose days the castle was 
entire, ascribes it to the Romans. It was several times 
the place of meeting between King John -and his 
discontented barons; and it was repaired and garrisoned 
by the Royalists at the commencement of the civil 
war between Charles I. and his parliament. It surren- 
dered towards the close of that contest, and was 
entirely dismantled four years afterwards, in 1653. 
The materials were all carried away, and there is now 
not a vestige of it remaining except part of a wall 
towards the river side. The town had formerly no less 
.than fourteen churches, besides a collegiate chapel in 
its castle, but it now contains only three, St. Mary's, 
St Leonard's, and St. Peter's. The latter two were 
.reduced to ruins during the siege of the town in 1G46. 
St. Leonard's was re-openened for divine service in 
the year 1704; but St. Petei's was not re-bailt till 
about the middle of the eighteenth century, and then 
.chiefly through the exertions of Sir William Blackr 
. stone, who erected the spire, which is of a very 
singular form, at his own expencc. Besides the thre« 
.churches, the town contains meeting houses for 
.Quakers, Methodists, and Baptists ; a free school, a 
handsome market house and town hall, and six alms- 
houses for as many poor women, who are allowed 
three shillings and two pence per week. It suffered 
severely by a plague in the reign of Edward 111., 
which swept a^vay many of the lahabitaats'; aad \\b 
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decay waB still more accelerated afterwardl by the 
road to Gloucester being turued away from tbe town» 
and by 'the subsequent erection oi the bridges at 
Abingdon and Dorchester, by which a great portion of 
its trade was removed to those places and their 
vicinity. Wallingford was a borough in the reign of 
Edward the (/onfeiiSor, and sent two members to 
parliament from the twenty-third year of Edward I. 
till the second of William IV., when it was deprived 
of the power of electing more than one member by a 
clause m schedule B. of tbe memorable Reform Bill. 
To the zealous exertion of one of its former repre- 
rentatives already mentioned. Sir W. Blackstone, it 
owes much of its returning prosperity ; particularly 
in the formation of two turnpike roads, one opening 
ar communication between Reading and Oxford ; and 
the other leading to Wantage, through the vale of 
White Horse, which have contributed greatly towards 
the restoration of the business of the town, and its 
consequent improvement. The inhabitants, exceeding 
In number two thousand, are principally employed in 
agriculture and malt making. This trade is in a very 
iourishing state from the convenience possessed by 
those concerned in it of sending their commodities to 
London by water. The demand is«8aid to amount to 
upwards of 150,000 bushels anaually. The town was 
incorporated by James I., and is governed by a mayor^ 
and five aldermen (who are justices of the peace 
within the borough), a town clerk, and other inferior 
oflScers, chosen out of the burgesses, who are eighteen 
in number. The old bridge over the Thames was of 
very great antiquity. It was a substantial stone 
structure above three hundred yards long, with 
nineteen arches and four drawbridges. The time of 
its erection is not known, but it was evidently one of 
the oldest structures of the kind on the river. The 
pointed, sterlings on the upper side were so well 
constructed that they were able to resist during many 
centuries the violence of the most impetuous floods,; 
but the bridge generally was found to be so much 
injured from the great flood of the year 1809 that it 
if as taken dawn» and the present hiuuisome modecyi 
ridge erecte d in its place. 
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About two miles south front WalliDj^ford U Cholsef 
Fnrm, which wan formerly reputed to be the lar^dt 
and m(»di compact iu Eufi^lana, the rent amounting to 
jCIOOO. annually. The Great Darn or Manor Barn in 
which the Attbot of Reading, to whom the manor 
belonged, deposited hie tithe«(, is yet standing, though 
erected prior to the dissolution. Mr. Wan very 
rensonubly rejects Coates's idea of carryhig the date 
of its erection so far back as the year 1 101, or that it 
ever belonged to the ancient abbey of Cholsey. Tlus 
barn corresponding to the farm is the largest in 
England ; it measures 303 feet in length and 54 in 
breadth. The roof is supported on ea<5h side by 
seventeen pillars, each of which is four yards in 
circumference; they rise in the centre of the barn to 
the height of fifty-one feet, but near the walls their 
greatest altitude does not exceed eight. 

NEWBURY 
Is 17 miles W. of Reading, the road to it passing 
the manor of Southcote in the parish of St. Mary's 
on the left, and continuing through the villager of 
Theele, Woolhampton, and Thatcham. The manor of 
Southcote was possessed at a very remote period by 
the family of Belet, from whom it passed to the 
Windsors, and ultimately became the property of the 
Blagraves, who have held it during nearly two cen- 
turies and a half, 'llie manor house is a large brick 
edifice of an antique form, placed on an elevated 
situation and moated round. It is supposed to have 
been built when it came into the possession of the 
Blagrave family with part of the materials from the 
dissolved abbey. The hall was formerly lighted by a 
lantern top, which was removed many years ago, 
owing to its dilapidated state. There is only one tower 
remaining out of the four which originally added to 
tbe ornament and strength of the building, the lower 
part of which is converted into a dairy ; the room 
over which appears to have been used for defence, a^ 
there are loop-holes in it for musquetry, and from its 
proximity to the drawbridge it is supposed to have 
been a watch station. There is a tradition that the 
blouse WM once occupied by the ehildreft of Charles L 
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wbo are said to have bad tbe imall pox while residing 
in it ; bat there is no proof of such having been the 
case. 

'Vht village of Theele is a tithing within the parish 
of £ng1efield, and is about four mile«( from Reading. 
The approach to it is through a beautiful woodland 
country highly cultivated, and enlivened by occasional 
views of the Kennet, which glides tlirough some 
beautiful meadows on the south. Englefield is the site 
of a battle fought between the Danes and Saxons in 
811. The parish church has nothins: remarkable in 
its style, but it contains some ancient and curious 
monuments ; among which are two in low pointed 
arches, within the thickness of the wall, of a knight 
and a lady : the former bears all the insignia of a 
Templar, and the figure of the latter is carved out of. 
a piece of solid oak. There is also one to the memory 
of the Marquis of Winchester, who so nobly defended 
Basing House for Charles I., with an inscription by 
Dryden. Englefield House is situated on tbe declivity 
of a verdant hill, at the foot of which is a beautiful 
serpentine sheet of water, on which are several 
woody islands, stocked with abundance of wild 
fowl. The rectory of Tilehurst, a parish adjoining 
Englefield, and including within its circuit the village 
of Theale, is said to be the largest in Berkshire. A 
new church has been lately built in this parish by the 
widow of the Rev. Dr. Shepherd, who also very mnni6- 
cently endowed it. It is on the florid Gothic style, of 
exquisite proportion, and forms altogether a very 
pleariiog object. 

The road on to Woolhampton lies through a superb 
country, bounded on one side by a chain of hills, and 
l^enerally ornamented by every variety of wood, and 
interspersed with elegant seats, villages, and cultivated 
grounds. Woolhampton is a small village, celebrated 
for its peat pits. Tnatcham was formerly a market 
town, but is now nothing more than a respectable 
village. The parish is still more extensive than the 
rectory of Tilehurst. It includes some part of the 
suburbs of Newbury, and contains, according ta 
Rocque's siirvey, 11,491 acrea. In the daya of ita 
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prosperity Ihe market wa^i held every Smidayt ob the 
spot where the remains of the croHS now stand, and 
with Thatchani itself was the property of the ahhot 
and raouks of Reading. On the dissobuton of the 
abbey the market either ceased altogether, or was 
transferred to Newbury. The church is a largfe ami 
ancient structure of unwrouti^ht slone, and contains 
sereral monuments of a very remote period; 

Newbury is a spacious market and borough town, 
situated on the Kenuet, which runs through the centre 
of it. It was formerly celebrated for its woollen 
manufactures, but these having almost entirely 
disappeared, it is more noted now for its excellent 
corn market, and is besides a place of extensive 
general trade, owing to the facility of communication 
, ft possesses with London and Bristol, by means of the 
dinerent navigable canals, which have been completed 
within the last thirty years. The streets are arranged 
nearly in the shape of the letter Y. the angles 
branching off from the market place, and the foot- of 
the letter being formed by the village of Speenham* 
land, which may be considered part of its suburbs. 
The church Is a plain stone building, and contains 
among other monuments that of John Winchcomfo, 
alias Swalewood (better known as Jack of NewburyJ 
and his wife. *• He kept," says Fuller, '* 100 looms in 
bis house, each of them managed by a man and a 
boy. In the expedition to f'lodden Field against 
James, king of Scotland, he marched with one hun- 
dred of his own men well mounted, to show that the 
painful in peace could be valiant in war. He feasted King 
jEienry VIII. and his first queen, Catharine, at his own 
house, yet extant at Newbury, the church of which he 
built from the pulmt to the tower inclusively. He 
died about 1520." The town possesses a large number 
OS alms-houses, and several charity schools, a commo- 
diotis town hall, and various meeting houses. It is 
not known by whom it was first incorporated, but 
Queen Elizabeth granted it a charter in 1596, and it 
is governed by a mayor, high steward, recorder, six 
aldermen, and twenty-four capital burgesses. ITie 
borough IS very ancient, and was a place {of -great 
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'<}<^nl6aaenee at the period wheti the Norman survey 
was taken. The town is thouf^ht to have taken its 
name from its supposed origin out of the ruins of 
Speen, the Roman Spinte* It became remarkable 
durini( the civil wars for two battles fought here between 
Ihe parliamentary army and that of the royalists, 
comanded by Charles I. in person. The market day is 
on Thursday, and it has also nve annual fairs. The 

Sopulation amounts to about 5000. In the vicinity of 
fewbury are Donnington House (once the residence 
of a son of Geoffrey Chancer, and at a later period a 
garrison for Charles I,), and Straw House, which 
formed the head-quarters of* that unhappy king at the 
time of the last battle of Newbury, and where a hole 
in the wainscot of one of the rooms is shown as 
having been made by a bullet fired at the monaich, 
and which very narrowly missed its object. These 

JiIaccB however are situated at too great a distance 
rom Reading to be included under the head of 
Environs, and consequently prevent us from going 
into a more detailed account of tlftTiia; 



CHARITABLE DOI^ATIONS. 
1445. 

The ftrst charitable institution on record in Reading 
was the foundation of the free school in the above 
year by John Thorne, the twenty-eighth abbot. A 
detailed account of this charitable institution will be 
found under the head " Free School." 
1477. 

John a Leche, otherwise called, from the post be 
held in the abl>ey, John of the Larder, left by will 
tenements, lands, and all debts owing to him, for tl)e 
purpose of building eight alms-houses, vested in the 
corporation. 

. 1654. 

Sir Til om as White endowed the free school with two 
exhibitions to the college of St. John's in Oxford, and 
bequeathed the annual sum of j£104. to be given in 
rotation to one of twenty-four cities or towns named 
in his will, for the purpose of being lent to four poor 
young men of such cities (for the space of ten years) 
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who are freemen of the same, and carrying on iIm 
trade of clothiers. Reading bein^ one of the tweiii|r« 
four to whom the advantages of the above bequest 
are extended, received the first payment in \7S9, tuSdi 
continued to receive in its turn the like sum of JtiOi, 
every twenty-four years, till the fourth payment 
became due in 1651, and which was not discharged 
till three years after, owing to the civil war of that 
century, and only then obtained in consequence of 
the frequent applications made to the 'trustees by the 
corporation. Tiie ninth payment should have been kk 
1795, it did not however take place till 179S, btt< 
the tenth was regularly furnished in 1822, and the 
next payment will become due in 1846. 
1576. 
Mr. Robert Boyer, tanner, of Reading gave all his 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, in the parish of 
Burghfield in trust for the use of the poor. Vested 
in the corporation. 



Mr. Augustine Knapp. of Rotherfield Peppard* 
Oxon bequeathed the sum of twenty pounds to buy a 
stock for the employment of the poor for ever* in 
work. He also gave twenty shillings yearly to be 
bestowed on the clothing of poor, lame, blind, or 
infirm parishioners of St. Giles's. Trustees : the cor- 
poration, and the churchwardens of St. Giles's. 
1605. 

William Palmer, of Southstoke, Oxon, gave an 
annual rent of forty shillings to the use of ttie poor. 
Vested in the corporation. 

Mr. John Noyse of Shinfield in this county he- 

Sueathed in the same year a rent charge of twenty 
liilliugs a year, but it is not known for what purpose* 
Vested in the corporation. 

1606. • 

Mr. Thomas Lydall gave by will to the ehurdi 

wardens of St^. " Lawrence's parish ten shillings 

annually towards repairing thecliurch seats and beils ; 

and the further annual sum of ten shillings to the 

Sreacher at the above church. For the payment of 
esekgadea the teatator vested in the corjpQratiop 
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iome tenements held by liim in Friar-street, and 
directed the surplus of the profits to be bestowe«l 
upon the relief of such poor people and fatherless 
children as from time to time shall be relieved and 
kept in the hospital^ afterwards converted into the 
Town Bridewell. 

Mr. Thomas Deane, clothier, of Reading, gave a rent 
char£^e of three pounds on an estate, now the property 
of Lord Bravbrooke^ at Ruscombe, Berks, to be 
bestowed on trie poor of Reading, in bread, for e^er. 
tliat is to say, upon St. Thomas's day, twenty dozen ; 
on Good Friday, twenty dozen ; anci upon Ascension 
eve, twenty dozen. Vested in the churchwardens of 
St. Giles. 

1608. 
. Mr. John Ball, of Shinfield* Berks, left in tiust to 
the corporation, the sum of twenty pounds, to 
purchase stock for the employment of the poor. 

, Mr. Joseph Carter^ of Readirg^ gave twenty 
shillings-a year, for the use of the poor and orphans in 
' the hospital ; {hiyable out of two tenements over 
against 6t. Edmund Chapelih Reading. Vested in the 
icorporation. 

Mr. £dward Kemvs, of Londpn, left fifty pounds 
for the purpose or purchasing an annuity, to be 
distributed among twenty-four poor people, at three 
shillings and fourpence each, per annum. The above 
Bum was laid out in the purchase of land, which 
produces four pounds per annum. Vested in the 
corporation. 

1610 

Mr. Thomas Deane by indenture gave ^160. to be 
iaid out in the purchase of land, for the support of 
two poor men not less than 55 years of age ; and of 
4hree fatherless children, under the age of ten, who 
were to remain in the hospital (now the town Bride- 
well) till thev were sixteen. The men to have 52b. 
.each annually, and the rest to l)e applied to the 
maintenance of the children. Vested in the corpora- 
tion, who were authorized to fill up the vacancies 
'Within -the space of ten days. The lan^s purchased 
produce the annual sum often pounds, eiglMf sbiUings, 
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Mr. James Pocock gave £2S, for th« piircli»e iif 
land, the profits arising from wMcb he direeted «liouM, 
be spent in buying eight shirts and eight shffts, of 
two shillings value each ; of which five shirts and as 
many shifts were to be distributed yearly to ten poor 
people of Reading, and the remainder to be given 
to the poor of Frilsham and those of Yattendea 
every alternate year. The mayor or his assis^neeff 
to have sixpence^ and the churchwardeivi of tb« 
latter two places fourpence each to see the same 
projperlyexecuted. With this sum of £25, and a part; 
of Mr. Deane's money, some houses were purchasecf 
in SievierVstreet ; but these being soon after burnt at 
the siege of Reading the number of shirts and shifts 
was reduced to six.* Vested in the corporatioa. 

Mr. Richard Turner of Reading gave £\5, and a 
tenement m the Old-ward, to furnish the hospital 
for the benefit of the poor. 
1611. 

Mr. Nicholas Russell of Shfnfield beq.iieathed an. 
annuity of Ids. 4d. to be bestowed every St. Thomas')! 
day on the poor of the parish of St. Mary« Vested in 
the churchwardens of that parish. 

John Blagravegave annually Is. each to twenty poor 
people of St. Mary's parish, twenty of St. Lawrence's^ 
and six ofSt. GPlesI Vested in the corporation. He also 
gaye fifty shillings yearly, to be di viaed among twepty^ 
poor housekeepers i and forty shillings yearly among 
twenty poor wfdbws of the parish of St. Mary* 

* That the siege of Reading should have caused a rednctioft 
hi the number of shifts and shirts belonging to this charity was 
contrary to the truth of the usually received apojphtfaegm, a 
small effect produced by a great cause. It may perhaps recall 
to the memories of some of our readers another close connec^ 
tion between the sublime and ridiculous, to be found in Gibbon, 
who notices the extreme cheapness of herrings in England, 
A.D. 1238, owing to the market being glutted,, from the 
northern nations not sending over their ships to purchase that 
article, as they had b«en accustomed to do, through their fear 
of the, Tartars, who were about invading Europe.. ** It is 
whimsical enough,'' says the historian of the Dedine and FaH, 
«< that the orders of a Mogul IChan who reigned on the borders 
of Chhia, should have lowered the price of herrings in the 
English market.'' 
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¥e«teif in thie chnreli wardens. He bequeaHied also ia 
•fast to the corporation ten pounds to be distributed 
oti Good Friday : viz. ten shillini^s to the vicar of St. 
Lawrence's for a sermon on that day ; six pounds, 
ikirteen shilliiisrs, and fourpence, to one maid servant 
who has lived five years in the same place ; twenty 
•biUings to be distributed after the sermon atnongr 
sixty poor householders of St Mary's» who are to 
secompauy the maid home; three shillings and four 
^nce to the ringers ; and the same sum each to the 
youagest churchwarden and the clerk of the parish:. 
1613. 

Mr. Edward Hamblin of Tilehurst gave a rent 
charge of four pounds per annum for the relief of 
poor men, two or three of whom at least tO be 
Imtchers. Vested in the corporation. 
1614. 

Mr. John Johnson of Reading bequeathed the 
following sums : for the repair of the church and 
l^Hs of St. Lawrence, annually, ten shillings; to the 
vicar for a sermon on St. John's day, annually, tea 
shillings; for bread to be distributed among the poor 
•n the same day, annually, twent]r-two shillings ; to tha 
clerk and sexton for distributing the same, two 
flhiUings. 

The above sums were to he paid out of a legacy of 
thirty-five pounds, left in trust to the corporation^ 
who invested it in property which produces three 
pounds, eleven shillings, and fourpence, per annum j 
Another legacy which this testator left to the poor of 
St. Lawrence was lost in I667» through the insolvency 
•f the senior churchwarden, to whose management ir 
had been intrusted. He also left twenty pounds, to be 
lent for the apprenticing poor children, natives of 
the town. 

1617. 

Mr. Bernard Harrison left funds for the alms- 
houses now situated in Southampton-street ; to which 
eharitv Mrs. Wimbledon left three pounds per aanumg 
and Mr Shirley two pounds per annum. 
1619. 

Mr. Anthony Thorne (alias Lege) left i£50 for the 
relief of eight poor people;, and Mrs. Mary Worsely 
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^£40 for tbe benefit of sixty |>oor widows of Ais 
town. These sums, vested in the corporation, produee 
j£lO per annum. 

1620. 

Mr. Robert Reeves, twelve penny loaves, to be 
^listributjMi weekly; Mr. John Mills, j£6 per annum 
to six householders of St« Mary's who do not receiver 
parish reUef. 

1621. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Elwes, the produce of jfilOO for the 
annual relief of the poor of bt. Lawrence. Vested in 
the churchwardens. 

1624. 

Mr John Kendrick gave by will j£7»50a for the 
benefit of the clothini^ manufactories of the town^ 
j£100 to be bestowed on poor maids on the day of 
their marriage, at the rate of 40s. each ; but none 
were eligible who had not served at least seven years 
In the same situation. £50 to the churchwardens of 
8t. Marv's towards finishiiuf the pinnacles on the 
tower of the church. j£500 to be lent from three 
years to three years for ever to ten poor clothiers of 
the town, at the rate of jgSO each. ^^50 to purchase 
lands and hereditamenu to the annual value of if 10 
to maintain daily divine service in St. Mary's church 
mt six in the morning. Vested chiefly m me c«po- 
ration. 

Mr. Griflin Jenkins left funds for the alma-houses 
already mentioned in our general view of the town* 
1630. 

Mr. Richard Johnson left jfilOO and several freehold 
tenements, in trust to the corporation, for the purpose 
of pa3ring to the vicar of St. Lawrence's ten shillinge 
annually for a aermon ( to give, to the poor twenty 
dozen of bread and twenty shillings in money ; one 
zhilling each to the clerk and sexton ; and the residue 
to go to the repaixs of the church. He also left £lOO 
to oe lent to four tradesmen for ten years; £20 to 
i^I>rentice four orphans ; a rent charge of £4 to the^ 
parish of St. Lawrence; 10/. towards building a 
conduit in the market place ; and Si, to buv a silver 
bowl, the property of the mayor for the time being. 
Vested in the corporation. .^ 
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Mr. Wniiatn Brack^one bequeathed a rent chaise 
«f £4, a yeiir, to be distributed od Good Friday. 
antiuany> among 180 poor wooien and twenty poor 
men, under certun conditions. 
J634. 

Mr. William Kendrick jjave funds for tbc support 
iff the alms-houses alreads described. 
1635. 

I^r Thomas Vatcbell knt. gave by indenture the 
almshouses in Castle-street for the reception of six inet^, 
ad already stated. 

Mr. Roger Knight bequeathed a rent charge of 3/. 
per annum to pay 24s. to forty-eight poor parisfa^ 
loners of St. Lawrence's; 24s. towards the repairs of 
the church and bell^ ; lOs. te the preacher; and 2s. 
to the clerk and sexton. 

1636. 

Mr. John Ayre (or Ayres) bequeathed a rent charge 
ef 5/. per aumim, 4/. of which were to be lent to two 
young men of the parish of St. Lawrence, who had 
served their apprenticeships, and one shilling each to 
twenty poor men, to be chosen by the corporation. 
1637. 

Mr. William Ironmonger left 2/. per annum towards 
providing ten waistcoats, to be distributed annually 
among the poor. 

1638. 

Mr. WilHam Elkins gave I/, per annnm^ to bd 
distributed among equal numbers of poor men and 
widows of the parish of St. Mary. 

Mr. Reginala Butler bequeathed a rent charge of 
1/. per annum, and Mr. John Bagley another of lOsi 
per annum* to be divided among the poor of the 
parishes of St. Mary and St Lawrence. 
1640. 

Archbishop Laud left in trust to the corporation the 
following legacies, subject to certain restrictions :— 
For apprenticing ten poor boys of the town, &c. an 
annual rent charge or 200/. To be divided every 
third year among five servant maids who had served 
three years in one place, and one from Wokingham, 
120/. For apprenticing boys, setting up young begin- 
ners, iacrea8iiig the stipends of the vicar of Ste 
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Lawrence and of the mmster of tlie free seliool, and 
for the eatcrtainm^nt of the visitors from St. John^a 
College, &c. the annual sum of 200/. The latter snitt 
was a rent charge on a farm which is now let for 600/. 
and the charities are increased in proportion. 
1646. 

Mr. Richard Aldworth gave 4000/. to purchase a 
convenient spot for a school in which tweuty boys of 
the town were to be educated, and two appreoUced 
annually, with some small gifts to the poor. 
1647. 

Mr. Richard Jayes, alms^hoases and funds for their 
aupport in Hosiei^s-lane. 

1653. 

Mr. John Webb, an annual rent charge of 4/, for 
tlie perpetual maintenanee of a weekly lecture at St. 
Lawrenee*s, 10/. towards purchasing a dwelling house 
for tbe master of the free school, and Is. per week to 
each of the four widows in the alms-houses near 
St. Mary's. 

1661. 

Mr. ThooMs Ward bequeathed a rent charge uf 
lOs. per annum, to be distributed among four persons 
of the parish of St. Giles. 

1666. 

Sir Thomas Rich bequeathed 54/. per annum for 
the m»ntenance of six boys of the town, and three of 
the village of Sonning, in tbe blue coat school founded 
by Mr. Aldworth. 

Mr. I. Chamberlayne gave a rent charge of 1/. per 
annum, to be given to the poor of St. Mary's pansh 
wwy Ash Wednesday. 

1673. 

Mr. Stephen Atwater left 1/. per annum, to be 
dbtributed every St. Stephen's day among four poor 
men of St. Giles's parish, employed in the dottung 
trade. 

The same sum was bequeathed bv Mr. Samuel 
Jemmett to be divided annually on the Ist of February 
among four poor housekeepers of the above parish. 
1696. 

Mr. John Hall, funds for a school and an alma» 
house, both already described. 
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Mr. Thomas Harrison* 1/. per annum, to be divided 
among eight poor women m Mr. Harrison's alms* 
liouses* 

1700. 

Mr. William Maltbus, 91/. per annum for the 
purpose of maintaining elefen boys of this town in 
the blue coat school. 

Mr. John Pottinger, a rent charge of 15/. per 
annum^ for the maintenance of two boys in the same 
BchooL 

1712. 

Mrs. Mary Kenrick^ 8/. per annum to the poor of 
the three parishes^ 

1717. 

Mr. and Mrs. West, 5/. aniraally to each of 
three inhabitants of St. Mary's parish, who must be. 
elected by the yestry. 

1720. 

The same*parties 'gave houses and lands to tlie 
governors of Christ's Hospital which then let for 
241/. 88. for the educating and apprenticing as many 
poor boys and girls as the sum would admit of, two 
fifths of such children always to be elected anci 
presented by the three parishes of Reading alter- 
nately. Mr. West also gave 1200/. in trust to the 
cloth workers' company, to purchase lands for the main- 
tenance of six boys in the blue coat school at 
Reading, and a further donation for providing the 
same with appareL 

1723. 

Mrs. Frances West conveyed by indenture to the 
president and fellows of Sion College houses and 
grounds which then let for 240/. per annum, in trusty 
to pay twenty persons therein mentioned 10/. 
per annum each for life; and 20/. annually for placing 
out two orphans,^ sons of clergymen; and 2/. 10s. per 
annum to the accountant ; and afterwards to divide 
the rents and profits into three parts, and to pay one 
of the three parts to poor men and women, not lese 
than 50 years of age, at the rate of 5/. per annum for 
Ixfcf three fourths of these poor people to be nativee 
pi Reading. 
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1726. 

. Mr. Edward Han^crford left the interest of 200/. 

to the vtcar of St. Lawrence's parish, on condition 

that the Common Prayer be read in his church every 

afternoon. 

1731. 
Mr. John Allen, the rents of lands purchased at. 
1000/. for apprenticing poor bvys* 

1766. • 

The Rev. William Boudlrv and John Richards, esq.. 
lands, &c. the produce m which is cast for bv lot 
annually, by Uiree poor maids wko bave lived five 
years in the same service. The successful candidate 
receiyes 28/. and the thrower of the next hMest 
ftumber receives 4/« and the other 31 the gift of 
Mr. Annesley. 

1766. 
Mr. Joseph Neale left a sum of money with which 
icas purchased 314/. 5s. 1 Id. South Sea Siock» for the 
support of a charity school. Vested in the three vicars* 
1772. 
Mrs. Mary Love, the interest of 300/. to be distri^^ 
Vuted annually in bread. 

Mr. J. Richards, 600/. for the benefit of the girls' 
charity school, of which he was the principal 
promoter. 

The Rev. L Spicer gave to the same charity a 
leaseliold estate amounting to 8/. 6s. per annum, and 
the reversion of 200/. after the death of his wife. 
1786. 
Mr. John Leggatt gave in trust to the corp<H*ation 
210/. with the interest thereof, to apprentice one poof 
boy out of the three parishes alternately, and 60/. 
towards the support of the boys in the blue coat 
school. 

Mrs. Clementine Fragnall gave by will 100/. stocV* 
€or the benefit of the girls' charity schooL 
1789. 
Aubry Flory, esq. gave 300/. to the same charity. 

1811. 
Mr. Thomas Cooke bequeathed (he following suma 
for the increase of the weekly pay of all the .poor ig 
the various alms-houses : 
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£ 

TTo John a Larder's 1400 3 per cent, to 8 men and women. 

*To William Kendrlck's 875 ditto to 5 ditto. 

ToSirT. Vatchell's 1050 ditto to 6 men. 

To John Hall's 875 ditto to 5 men. 

To Bernard Harrison's 1400 ditto to 8 women. 

To John >Vebb'3 700 ditto to 4 women, 

JC6300 ; interest, £189, or £b 58. each, 
annually. 

1813. 

Edward Simeon, 'es<|. bequeathed the following 
«unis in trust to themayor^ aldermen, and burgesses, 
40 be thua disposed of : * 

£ 
For bread tickets annually to the poor, tiie interest of looo 

To the blue coat school 100 

To clothing the Sunday school children, every alter- 
nate year, the interest of 2500 

To the girls' charity school . . . . . 200 

To the Infants' Friends' Society ..... 105 
*^o the Reading Dispensary . . . -. -. 210 
To the Widows' Society ...... 600 

Martin Annesley, esrq- placed 500/. in the hands of 
the corporation, that with the interest or produce 
'thereof the unsuccessful maid servants in casting the 
dice may receive, the second highest thrower Al. and 
the thrower of the lowest number 3/. each, on Good 
Friday, and the first Monday after Bartholomew's 
•day, every year. ^ 

1826. 

The Rev- T. H. Woodraffe bequeathed to the 
Reading Dispensary the sum of 1350/. in the 3 per 
cents, in aid of that institution ; the smaller donations 
will be found in our account of that establishment. 
1833. 

Mrs. Stephens presented to the committee of the 
Infants' School the sum of 100/. which has been 
appropriated to the purchase of a piece of ground for 
-erecting on it a new school room. 

In addition to the above charitable donations, from 
wluch the poor of the town derive much benefit, there 
is a fund for the purchase of cMs, which are distrib- 

* The Board at the Dispensary says JSI89, j>«rhaps some 
. , 3f£ac7 and^fher duties are aedticted* 
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uted to the poor of the three parishes indiscrimi- 
nately. Also Dorcas sociedes which supply the 
laboring poor with clothing and other, necessaries, 
and to the funds of which the objects of the^ charity 
of the societies themselves, contribute small weekly 
payments, which are returned at the end of the year 
m various articles made up or furnished for their use, 
and according to the amount of their contributions. 
There are some other charitable donations noticed by 
Mr. Mann, but as they are not included in the return 
made to parliament, and have either expired or been 
applied to purposes we have elsewhere noticed^ w« 
have not inserted them in the above list. 
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